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' O R, A 

FOURTH CHECK 

T O 

ANTINOMIANISM; 

IN WHICH 

St. James's Pure Religion is defended againfl the 
Charges, and cftabliflied upon the Conccffions, 
of Mr. RICHARD and Mr. ROWLAND 
HILL. 

I N A 

Scries of Letters to thofe Gentlemen, 
b Y 

The VINDICATOR of the MINUTES. 

THE FOURTH \I01T10M, . 



•« Reprove, rebuke, exhort; 'v'mh a Jl lcmg-iutfcrj/ig.afhd fcrip* 
tu - il doctrine; for-it'ue itimc -vl'ill conic.w/uji Vijry,. wili nut 
cnJure found doftrihe." ( 2, Tim. iv. «. j. 

«* W'-ierefaie rebuke them Jhc'f^lS t}&t 4\ey miy 'It found in the 
/.'«////, but let brotherly love c'jhti'iuc^' a Tit. fit b. xiii. i. 

«- Some, whole carnal hearts could not be?/, the r.rpntofs they 
have met with in St. $ami'i j!ly>llhj, .hay* c>.d . .ivutiic-d to 
difputc his authority.~ , -r-3y Hiding tb'i "blclfcd Sctiptuic, 
g.vcn by infpi ration of God, we find how earJy S.iran begao 
to fow his tar eg among the wheat of God, and to btirg the 
.curled weeds of Antinomianism into the vmcyaid of 
i «: holy Jelus: one grand defign of this £piiHe was to root 
':h1c up, and to prevent the fpreading of thofe lihcituu- doc- 
'.r.rrs, which threatened the deflruSion of all prac tical go jli. 
wrl'i." The Rev. Mr. Madan's Sermon on James ii. 2 «. * 
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Printed and fold at the Ncw-Chapcl, City-Road; and at 
Rev. Mr. WcIIey's Preaching-I Joule* in Town and 
Country. 1790. 
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O N T E N T £L 

LETTER I. 
To Richard Hill, Efq; 
Introduction.— Tht doclrine of jufiification; by zcorks 
in the lafi day is truly fcripturaL — It is ejftntially 
different from jufiification by faith in tht day of 
converfion. — Mr. Hill fully grants, and yet warmly 
oppofes fuch a jufiification . 

LETTER IIv 

To Richard Hill, Efq; 

Jufiification by the evidence of works, and St. Jamrs's 
* undefUd religion, are ejlablifhtd upon the authority 

of the liturgy, articles, and homilies of the Church, 

of England. 

LETTER III. 

To Richard- Hxll, Efq» r 

Tkt fober Puritan Divines direclly or indireclty 
maintain the doclrine of jufiification by works in 
the great day, which Dr. Owen himftlf, and num- 
bers of other Calvinifi Minifters, do not fcrupler 
calling an evangelical juflificatioa by our own- 
perfonal obedience. 

LETTER IV.- 

To Richard Hill, Efq; 

Flaxnlj and many other Puritan authors, were of- 
fended at Dr. Crifp % s doclrine. An important ex* 
tratl from Flauets Treatife upon Antinomianifm. 

E T T E R V. 
To Richard Hill, Efq; 

Mr. Weflzy % s Minutes, and St. James's pure religion, 
are ejlablifhtd on Mr.- Hill's important conceffion, 
that *« we fkall be jufiifitd by the evidence of works 
in that great day". 

* LET- 
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LETTER VI. 

To RroHARD Hill, Efq; 

If we fkatt be jufifcd by the evidence of works in tKt 
lajl day, there is an end of Dr. Crifp's finifhed- 
falvation, and Ciloin's imputed rigliteoufnefs 
thofe two main pilLns of Antinomianiftn and CaU 
vinifm are freely broken*. 

LETTER VM*. 

To -Richard Hxia. f .Efq.j 

Mr. HUTs arguments in defence of Dr; Crifp's 
finifhed falvation, art anfwered. 

L. E- T T E R VIII. 

To Rich a* d Hul, Efq; 

M. Hill is miflaken when he fays, " we have fcup~- 
ture authority to call good works dung,, droli,- 
and Elthy rags/' 

LETTER IX.. 

An anfwer to Mr. Rowland Hill's arguments- 
againjl jufiijication by works in the $ay of judg- 
ment, clofed by fome flriclures upon tkt friendli— 
nefs of his Friendly Remarks* 

LETTER X. 
An anfwer to Mr. Richard and Mr. Rowland- 
Hill's Remarks upon the third Check, in which 
the fcriptural dotJrine of jujtif cation in its Jevcral 
branches is vindicated from their witticifms, and 
Mr. Hill cut off from fame of.hisfubterjuges. 

LETTER XL 

The iotlrint of a believer's juftifeation by works, is 
reconciled with the doctrine of a fmner's juftif- 
cation by grace ■: and it is. proved, that Calvmifm 
makes way for bare-faced Antinomianifm, abfolutdy 
defiroys the law of Chrift, and cafts his royal crown, 
to the ground. 

CONCLUSION. 

L G I C 4 



LOGICA G E N EVE NS IS, 



OR, A 

FOURTH CHECK 



T O 



ANTINOMIANISM, &c. 



LETTER I. 

To Richard Hill, Efq; 
Honored and dear Sir, 

MY enteiing the field of Controvcrfy to defend 
St. James's putt religion, procured me your 
five letters, which I compare to a (howcrofrain 
gently defcending from the placid heaven. But 
thefe fix which have followed, refemble a ftorm, 
of hail, pouring down from the low ring iky 9 
ulhered by fome harmlefs flafhes of lightning, and 
accompanied by the rumbling of diflant thunder. 
If my comparifon-is juft, it is no wonder that 
when I read them fir ft, I was aimoft thunder- 
ftruck, and began to fear, left i:iftead of adding 
light r I had only added, heat, to the hafty zeal 
which I endeavoured to check. 

But 
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But at the fecond perufal, my drooping hope* 
revive : the difburdened clouds begin to break l 
the air, difcbarged of the exhalations which ren- 
dered it fultry and hazy, feeuns cooler and clearer 
than before ; and the fmiling plains of evangelicah 
truth, viewed through that defecated medium, ap- 
pear more gay after the unexpected ftorm. Mc» 
thinks even moderation, the phcenix confumed by 
our polemic fires, is going to rife out of its afhes ; 
and that, notwithstanding the din of a contro- 
verfial war, the voice of t\e turtle is ftill heard in our 
land. 

May the gentle found approach nearer and 
nearer, and tunc our liftfcmng hearts to the me- 
lodious accents of divine and brotherly love V 
And Thou Prince of Peace, Thou true Solomon, 
Thou pacific Son of warlike David; fhould an< 
evil fpirit come upon me, as it did upon Saul, 
to make me dip my pen in the envenomed gall 
of difcord, or 'turn it into a javelin to flrike my 
dear Opponent through and through ; mercifully 
bow the heavens, gently touch the firings of my 
heart, and play upon them the melting tune of 
forgiving love ! Teach me to check the rapid 
growth of antinomian errors, without hindering 
the flow nrogrefs of thy precious truth ; and 
gracioufly inflruci: me how to defend an infultcd, 
venerable father, without hurting an honored, 
though alas !. prepoflefTcd brother. If the latter 
has offended, fuffer me not to fall upon him with 
the whip of mercilefs revenge ; and if I muil ufe 
the rod of reproof, teach me to weigh every 
ftroke in the balance of the fanttuary with tender 
fear, and yet with hpneftr impartiality. 

Should I, in tins encounter, gracious Lord, 
overcome by Chy zoifdom my worthy antagonift,. 
help me by. thy meeknef^ to give him an example 
of chriftian moderation; and while I tie him 
with the cords of' a man and a believer, while I 
bind him with rcafon and foripture to the left 
wheel of thy Gofpel chariot, which alas! he- 
miftakes for a. wheel of Antichrift's carriage ; 
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let me rejoice to be tied by him with the fame 
■eafy bonds to the right wheel, which he, without 
•teafon, fears I am determined to flop. And 
when we are thus mutually bound to tny trium- 
phant car, draw us with double fwiftnefs to the 
nappy regions, tchere the good, as well as the 
wicked, ceafe from troubling, and thofe who are 
wary of contention arc at reft. So {hall we leave 
for ever behind the deep andnoify waters of Jlrif<~+ 
in which fo many bigots miferably perifh ; and 
the barren mountains of Gilboah, where hurried 
Saul falls upon the point of his own controverflal 
>fword, and lovely Jonathan himfelf receives a 
mortal wound* 



You remember, honored Sir, that I opened the 
Second Check to Antinomianum, by demon- 
strating, that in the day of judgment we (hall be 
juftificd by works, u e. by the evidime of workj. 
A perfon pf your penetration could not but fee, 
that if this legal proportion flood, your favourite 

1 doftrines of Jinipied falvation, and cdlvinian im- 
putation of righteoufnefs to an impenitent adul- 
terer, would lole their exorbitant influence. You 

, defign therefore toi bend yourfelf v/ith Sampfon's 
might, upon this adamantine pillar of our heretical 
doctrine. .. Let us fee whether your redoubled ef- 
forts have fhaken it, or only ftxewn that it ftands 
as firm as the pillars of heaven. 

You enter upon the arduous labour of deciding, 
in your Jirft paragraph, that I deal in "Sneer, 
banter, farcafm, notorious Jalfehood^ calumny, and 
frofs perverjions and to confirm this charge, 

1 you produce three anonymous letters, one of 
which depofes that what I have written upon 
finished falvation " is enough to make every 
child of God fliudder:" while another pro- 
nounces, that my "book is full of groundlcfs 

\ and falfe arguments : and the third, that I am 
" infatuated," and have " advanced pernicious 
doftrines in bitter cxpreflions." Your initial 
charge, fupportecl by this threefold authority, 
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w ill probably pafs for a demonftration with for 
' of your readers ; but as I confider it only as 
fai: t imitation of Calvin's book, called, Refpon^ 
ad c a luih tries Ncbulor.is. I haftcn to what looks 
■ liuk. l.'ke^H'- aiff'-sment. 

P a g c 4> y ou concerning juftiflcation. I 

works, i. e. by the evidence of works in the la 
day u I may safely affirm that it has no cxiftch 
in the word of God." So, honored' Sir, the plainc 
and fultcfli paflages of the facred Oracles, ar 
it fcems, to fly like chalf beforc-your sake affii 
mat ion ; for you have not Supported it by or 
Ifiigle text. Near twenty have I produced, whic 
declare with one confent, that we fiiall be judge* 
not according to our faith, but according to 01 
works j and that the doers of the law , and the 
alontf, fiiall be jufiified in the lad day ; but i 
your "full and particular anfwer to my book, 
you take a full and eafy leap over moft of the] 
texts. Two however you touch upon ; let u 
fee if you have been able to prefs them into th 
fervice of your do&rinc. 

(i) You find fault with our tranflation of Rev 
xxii. 14. Blejfed are they that do his commandment! 
that they may have right to the tree of life. You fay 
that the word which is rendered right , proper!; 
fignifics privilege. Granting it, for peace's fake, 
afk, What do you get by this crificifm ? Abfo 
lutely nothing : for the word privilege proves nr 
po^nt as well as the word right j unlcfs you cai 
demonftrate that it makes a material difference 
in the fenfe of the following fimilar fentence 
BlcfTcd was the fon of Aaron, whom Mofcs anoin 
ted high-pricft, that he might have the right 
(or, that he might have the privilege) of entering 
once a year into the holy of holies. If thofe dif- 
ferent expreflions convey the fame idea, youi 
objection is frivolous, and Rev. xxii. 14, ever 
according to your own tranflation, ftili evidentlj 
confirms the words of our Lord and his favourite 
difciple. If thou wilt enter into life, keep thi 
commandments— — And this is his commandment 

th4 
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he other text you touch -upon is Matt, xi?n 

In the day of judgment, by thy words Jlialttho* 
ed„ Page 10, you thus romment upon it. 
Lord points out the danger of vain and idle 
, and affirms, that as every tree is known 
ruif, lb may the true date of the heart he 
by the evil or good tilings which proceed 
:hc mouth ; and having laid down this 
f j v DCMf.NTj he adds the words which you 
often cited in defence of your doclrinc, By 
is thou jhalt be jnftifed, &c. u e. As words 
rks arc the dreams which flow from the 
if the heart, fo by thefe it will appear whe- 
t fpring nvrc r-w.v" (I would (ay with more 
ty. i< now)" purified l>y grace: or whether 
emains in itsnurural corrupt fiatc; the ac- 
a man being tiic d\ larative eridenret, born 
d at the great clay, whether or no he 
d fay. /•fi is) among the trees of rightcouf- 
lich the Lord hath planted. This is the 
fy fcnfc of this paflage.'"' 
indeed, honoiued Sir? Well then, I have 
fure of informing you, that, fuppofmg you 
'my little alterations, we arc exactly of the 
latimcnt : and I think that, upon fcrond 
:s, you will not reject them : for it is cvi- 
e actions of to-day (hew what a free-agent 
y, and not what he was ycftcrday, or will 
louths hence. By what argument will you 
nit becaui'e Lucifer was once i a hi ight angelj 
im a godlike creature, they continued fuch 
11 the horrors of their rebellion ? Or that 
repentance after Nathan's expodulation^ 
ed that he was a penitent before ? In the laft 
>; •■and cnquii v will hot he, whether Ilyme- 
'//(.'■/»-, and <£ tcere kvf.r py rifled by 

but whether they were lb at death. Jie- 
ir la 11 works will be admitted as the laft, 
Icrpicntlv the mod important and dccifivo 
:s, for as 'h- *ree. falls fo it lies. A po dates, 
n bcimr judified for having been once 
by rraiL\ ^viJl be counted worthy of n forcr 
H vunifhmcnt 
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fnnifkmenl for having turned from the way of rigkte 
tufnefs. Would not the world hifs a phyfician 
who ihould publickly maintain, that by feeling 
peoples pulfe now, he can tell whether they wen 
€ver fick or well ? Or that becaufe one of his pa 
Cients was alive ten years ago, he is alive now 
though every fymptom of death and corruption i 
actually upon him ? And fhall your hint, honoure 
JSir, perfuade your readers, that what would be a. 
impofition upon common fenfe in a gentleman c 
the faculty, is genuine orthodoxy in Mr. Hill ? 

But I have too high an opinion of your goo 
fenfe and piety, dear Sir, to think that you wi. 
pernft in your inaccuracy, merely for the pleafur 
of maintaining the ridiculous perfeverance of An 
tinomian apoftatcs, and contradicting the God o 
truth, who exprefsly mentions the righteous turnin t 
from his right eoufnefs, and dying in the fn that h 
has finned. My hopes that you will give it up ar 
the more (anguine, as it is rectified in the fanr 
page, by two quotations, which have the fui 
ftamp of your approbation. 

<♦ The judicious Dr. Guife, fay you, paraphrafei 
thus on the place : Ymir words, as well as aclions, 
fhall be produced in evidence for or agavifl you, U 
prove 1 * (not whether you ever were, but) " whether 
you are a faint or a finner, a true believer or not * 
and a cording to their evidence you fhall be either pub 
lickfy acquitted or condemned iii the great day.'* Anc 
as it is abfurd t6 fuppofe that Chrift fliall enquin 
whether men are believers in the day of judgment 
becaufe faith will then be loft in fight.; Mr. Wefley 
whom you qujfctet'next as if he contradicted me 
wifely correfttihe little inaccuracy of the Doctor 
and fays, " Yffkr words at well as actions fhall be pro 
duccd in evidence for or againft you, toprove 1 not whe 
thcryou are but) whether you w as a true believer o 
not, and according to the evidence yx>u will either I 
acquitted or condemned in the great day.*' The vcr 
doclrinc this which 1 have advanced at large 
% Check, p. 21. 

However, triumphing as if you had won the da) 

yo 
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you conclude by faying, u In tfit mouth of theft tn& 
iLuitntffcs may the truth be firmly cftablijlud." To 
this pious wi ill j honoured Sir, my foul breathes out 
ak cordial amen ! I rejoice to fee that (rod has 
given you candor to the acknowledgment of the 
truth : and as it is firmly ejlablijhed in the mouth of 
Dr. Guife and Mr. IVefi'.y, may it be for ever con- 
firmed by this fpontaneous tcftimouy of Mr. 
Hill ! But in the name of brotherly love, if you 
thus hold the truth which I contend lor, i, r. 
Juftification by the evidence of works in the lalt 
day, why do you oppofc me ? Why do you rcpre- 
fent my fentiment ii as full of rotten n eft and deadly 

f' foifon?" Till you folve this problem, permit mc 
to vent my furprife by a figh, and to fay, Lojica* 
GtntvevJis \ 

\ Having fecn how fully and particularly, you havo 
granted the fundament:*! dofirinc of the boo!;, to 
which you was to give a fall and par tiad ir anficcr , 
namdy, that our final juftification will turn upon 
the evidence of works in the lad day ; I go back 
to page 4, whereto my utter aftonifhment you 
tffim, that as this doElrine has no exijitnee id the 
toordofGod,fo neither in any proteflant church under 
heaven. 9 * Thus to unchurch Mr. Wejley and me, 
you unchurch Dr. Guife and yourfelf. 

To fupport your alfertion you quote Bifhop 
Cowpcr, Dr. Fulke^ and Mr. Hervey, who agree to 
maintain, that " juftification is one single act, 
*nd mujl therefore be done or undone." As neither 
you, nor they, have fupported this propofition by 
one angle argument, I {hall juft obfervc, that a 
thoufand bifhops and doctors, are lighter than 
vanity, when weighed in the balance againft the 
authority of Chrift and his ApofUes. 

However, if you forget your proofs, I fhali pro- 
duce mine ; and by the following fyllogifm I dc- 
monftrate, that juftification in the day of our 
converfion, and juftification in the laft day, arc no 
more one Jingle ac~l ; than the day of a tinner's con- 
verfion, and that of judgment, arc one nnglc day. 
Two a&s, which dilfer as to time, place, jjerfons, 
B a wit netted, 
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witnefles, and circum fiances, &c. cannot be €m« 
JingU acl *, (the one may be done, when the other 
remains u)idone.) But- our fktt juftification at con- 
Veifion, thus differs from our feconjd. jultification 
in the great day. Therefore ou-r fvrft and * fecond 
jultification cannot be one iingle acl y &c. 

The: fecond proportion, which alone is difputa- 
ble y may be thus abundantly proved. Our firft 
andfecond jultification difter,.(i.; With rclpe& to 
time 1 the time of the one is the hour of conver- 
lion ; and the time of the other the day of judg- 
ment. (2) With refpeft to place : the place of the 
former is this earth ; and the place of the latter the 
awful fpot, in the new heaven or on the new earth, 
where the tribunal of Chrifl {hall be cre£tcd. (3) 
With refpeel: to the witneffes. : the wifcnelfes of the 
former are the Spirit of God and our own con- 
ic ience ; or, to fpeak in fcripture language, the 
Spirit bearing witnefs with our fpirit that toe are the 
children of God : but the witnelies of the latter will 
be the countlefs myriads of men and angels aflern- 
bled before Chrilt. (4) With refpeel to the Ju/li~ 
jier : in the former juftification, one God juflifies the 
circumcifion and uncircumcifion ; and in the latter, one • 
mediator between God and man?,, even the man Chrifb 
Jfefus, will pronounce the fentence ; for the Father 
judgeth no man, but has committed all judgjnent to the 
Son. (5) With refpeel: to the juflijed : in the day 
of converfion, a pemtent finner is juftlfied : in the 
day of judgment, a perfevering faint. (6) With re- 
fpeel to the article upon which jujtificativ n will turn : 
although the meritorious caufe of both our juftifw 
cations is the fame, that is, the blood and righte- 
oufnefs of (Thrift, yet the inftrumental caufe is very 
different : by faith we obtain (not purchafe)the 
firjL and by works the fecond. (7) With refpeefc. 
to the att of the jujlificr : at our converfion, God 

* I dill call them Jirfi and ftconds not only to- accommodate 
myfelf to the Rev. Mr. Shirley* s exprettiou in his Narrative 
but becaufe they may with propriety be thus diftinguilhed, 
tv'hencoufideied with refpeel to each other, 

covers 
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covers and pardons our fins ; but in the day of 
judgment, Cnrift uncovers and approves our righ- 
teoufnefs. And laftly, With regard to the ( onfe- 
qutnees of both : at the firft j unification, we arc 
enlifted by the Friend of linners to fight the good 
Jight of faith iAthe church militant ; and at thefc- 
cond, we are admitted by the righteous Judge to 
receive a crown of righteoufnefs and fliinc like the fun 
in the church triumphant. 

Is it not flrange, that the inchanting power of 
Calvinian logic fhould have detained us fo long in 
Babel, where things fo vaftly different are perpetu- 
ally confounded ! Is it not deplorable, that when 
Mr. Wefley has the courage to call us out of myftic 
Geneva, fo many tongues and pens fhould be (hap- 
pened againft him ! Shall foreign logic for ever 
prevail over Englifli good fenfe, and chriilian bro- 
therly kindnefs ? Have we fo " leaned towards 
Calvinifm," as to be totally pad recovery ? And is 
the balance between St. Paul's and St. fames' ^jus- 
tification loft among pious Proteftants for ever? O 
ye regenerate Britons who have unfortunately fal- 
len in love with the Geneva Delilah, awake ! awake I 
put on firength, and leap out of the arms of that en- 
cbantrefs. If (he rocks you a flee p in her bofom, 
it is only to bind you faft with cords of Antino- 
mian practices. Has (he not already cut off the 
lock, and put put the eyes of thoufands ? And 
does not Sampjon publickly grind for the PhilifHncs? 
Have we notfeen Mr. Hill himfelf tell the world, 
that all fins work for good to the ptittfant children, 
who go on frowardly from adultery to treachery, and 
from treachery to murder ? 

But you have an anfwer ready. Page 6, you in- 
fmuate, that it is I, who have erecled a Babel, by 
denying that the twoabovc-defcribed juftifications 



vance a dilemma which is already obviated in the 
Third Check, p. -47. We readily grant you, ho- 
noured Sir, that if a man dies the moment he is juf- 
tificd by faith, the inward labour of his love, v for liv- 
ing faith always works by love) will juftify lym 



are one and the fame. And 
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in the day of judgment. But you muft alfo grant 
us, that if he lives, and turns from his right eoufnefs ; 
or, which is the fame, if his faith, inftead of work- 
ing by love and obedience, works by luft and 
malice, by adultery and murder, it is no longer a 
living faith : it is the dead faith, of which St. 
jfames fays, Wliat does it profit* though a man fay he 
hath faith, and have not works ? Can that faith fav£ 
him ? Faith if it hath not works is dead. — You fee 
then, how that, in what you call " the intermedi- 
ate ftate, " as well as in the laft: d&y, /by work* a 
Tncetlis juflified, and not by faith only. Jam. ii. 

Paged, you alfcrt, that my 4 6 favourite fchemc 
is rather Overthrown than fupported by the ki- 
ftanee of the collier," on whofc evidence I fup- 
pofed myfelf acquitted in a court of judicature, 
*« His teftimony, fay you, proves indeed your 
innocence, but it does in no degree conftitutc hiin 
innocent, expreflions of the fame import ? Nay, 
tome believe, that when God juftifics returning 
prodigal? at their converfion, he docs not confti- 
tute them innocent, but for ChriftVs fake merci- 
fully pardons their manifold fins, and gracioufly 
accepts their guilty perfons ; and that when Chriff 
fhaii juftify perfevering faints in the laft day, lie 
will conftitute them innocent, but only declare, 
upon the evidence of their laft works, that they 
are pure in heart, and therefore qualificd to fee God 3 r 
and worthy to obtain that world, where the children 
of the refurrccliQ* arc equal to angels. 

To fhew that the inftance of the grafted tree 
overthrows alfo the docirinc of a two-fold juftifi- 
-cation, you cjuojLe that great and good man Mr, 
Hervcy. But you forget that his bare aflertion is 
no better than your own. I appeal from both 
your aflcrt ions to the common fenfe of any impar- 
tial man, whelhcrthfrc is not a material difference 
between declaring that a crab-^tock. is properly 
grafted', and pronouncing that an app lb-trek Ls 
not cankered and barren, but found and fruitful. 
$dr. Hcrvey's miftake appears to nic fo much the 

more 
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more furprizing, as the didinttion which he ex- 
plodes, is every where obvious. 

Look, on our orchards, and you will fee fome 
trees that were once properly grafted, but are now 
blafted, dead, rotten, and perhaps torn up by the 
roots. Confider our congregations, and you will 
cry out as the. pious * divine under whole miniltry 
you Tit at prefent, " O what fadinftanccs docs the 
prefent Hate of the church afford us of perJons, 
who fct out with a mofl vehement zeal at the be- 
ginning, fcemed to promife great things, and carry 
all before them ; who are now like the fnuff of 
an extinguifticd taper, devoid of any apparent 
life !— We fwarm with (lumbering virgins on the 
right hand and on the left. Tlic Delilah of thrs 
-w0fld has {horn their locks, their former ftrcngth 
is gone, their frame is totally enervated, and the 
Philiftines arc upon them." 

But above all, fearch the Oracles of Cod, and 
there you will fee various descriptions of apoftatt's, 
that is, of men who to the laft, tread under foot the 
Son of God, and account the blood of the covenant^ 
wherewith they were fantlified, and confeo^uently 
ju (lifted, a common defpicablc thing. Thcle, in a 
dying hour, have no right to fay, / have kept the 
faith ; for alas ! by putting away a coob confcicncc, 
concerning faith they have made JJiipwreck. Thcfe, 
like withered branches of the heavenly vine, in which 
they once blofl'ormed, (hall be taken away, cafi forth 9 
and bunted, in the laft day, together with the chajf\ 
for not bearing fruit, and ending in the flesh \ 
agreeable to that awful claufeof the gofpcl charter: 
The works of the flesh are adultery, fornication, nn~ 
eleannefs, idolatry, hatred, variance, wrath, jlrife, 
envyivo* murder, drunkennefs, reveUings, and fuck 
like: of which 1 till you, juflificd believers, as I 

* Thft Rev. Mr. Dc Ccjrcy* in his " Drlm^uion of true and 
falfc zcai," a little edifying naci, which docs jullirc to .Sr. 
James's pure religion, and ftews, that fomc pious Cal.-intjit 
clearly fco the growth, and honcflly check the progrcfc of 
4minon)ia>> fin, fo tar as their piinciplei will ailow. 

havz 
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have told you in time pafi 9 that they toho do fun 
things bhall mot inherit the kingdom of heaven: 
Thus, the numerous tribes of apoftatcs, afte 
having been juftified by faith in the day of thei 
converfion, mail be condemned by works in the da- 
of judgment. So real, fb important is the diL 
tinction, which Mr, Ilervey looks upon as ncedlcfs 
and you, Sir, as «• full of deadly poifon !" 

However, fays Biihop Cowper, " Thisdiftin&io^ 
confounds two benefits, juftification and fan&iEi 
.cation." To this ajftrtion^ which, according to : 
grand rule of your logic, is alfo to pafs for proof ", . 
anfwer, that our fanHification will no more he 
confounded with our juftification in the laft day, 
than our faith is confounded with our acceptance 
in the day of our converfion. When you ifeall 
demonftrate, that the witneffes upon whofe teftw 
mony a criminal is abfolved, are the fame thing 
as the fentence of abfolution pronounced by the 
judge, you will be able to make it appear, that 
i'anftification is the fame thing as juftification ia 
the laft day ; or, which is all one, that there is no 
difference between an inftrumental caufe, and its 
proper effeft. May both our heaits lie open 

to the bright beams of convincing truth ! And 
may you believe, that my pen expreflcs the feel* 
ings of my heart, when I fubferibe myfelf, 

Honoured and dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant in Him, -* 

who will juftify us by our words, 

J. F, 
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LETTER IL 

To Richard Hill, Ef<j; 



Honoured and dear Sir, 

ANaflcrtion of your's ftxms to mc-of grcafCT 
moment, than the quotation from liifbop 
touper^ which I anfwercd in my lull. You main- 
tain (p. n,)'ihat the do&rine of a tivo-Jotd juftifi- 
tation is not to be found in any fart of the liturgy of 
Mtr Churc/u 

I. Not to mention again the latter part of St. 
Athanafius's Creed; permit me, Sir, to afk you, if 
mi the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Sundays after 
Trinity you never confidercd what is implied in 
thefc and the like petitions ? " Grant that we may 
fo faithfully ferve thee in this life, that we fail not 
fnalfy to attain *by heavenly promifics, through the 
merits of Jefus Cjmft.<— Make us to love that 
which thou do ft command, that we may obtain that 
which thou dolt promije." Again on St, Peter's 
day, " Make all paftors diligently to preach thy 
holy word* and the people obediently to follow the 
feme, that they may receive the crown* of everlafting 
|!ory, through Jefus Chrifl." And on the Third 
Sunday in Advent, " Grant that thy rainifters may 
§0 prepare thy way, by turning the hearts of tiie 
difobtdknt, that at thy fecond coming to judge the 
Mrld, we may be found an acceptable people in. the 
fight." 

I St. James's jufli neat ion by works consequent 
Upon j unification by faith, is described in the Scr- 
, Vice for Alh-Wcdncfday : " If from henceforth 
We walk in- his ways; uj we follow him in lowl.i- 

ucfsj 
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ncfs, patience, and charity, and be ordered by the 
governance of his Holy Spirit, fecking always his 
glory, and ferving him duly with thankfgiving." 

Then comes the defcriptton of our final juifcifi- 
cation, which is but a folemn and public confirma- 
tion of St. James's juftification by w.orks 4 — » 
" This if we do, Chrill will deliver us from the curfc 
of the law, and from the extreme maledi&ion^ 
which (hall light upon them that (hall be fet on the 
left hand ; and he will fet us on his right hand, 
and give us the gracious benediction of his Father, 
commanding us to take poifeflion of his glorious 
kingdom." Comminution* 

I flatter my felf, honoured Sir, that you will not 
fet thefe quotations afide, by juft faying what you 
do on another occalion : " As to the quotation you 
have brought from Mr. Henry in defence of this 
do£trinc, for any good it does your caufe, it might 
as well have been urged in defence of extreme unc- 
tion." I hope you will not objetl:, that the wordi, 
fecond juftification by works, are not in our Liturgy \ 
for if the_ thing is evidently there, what can* 
candid enquirer after truth require more ? Should 
you have recourfe to fuch an argument, you will 
permit me to afkyou, what you would fay to thofc 
who aflert, that the Doctrine of the Trinity is not 
found in the Scripture, becaufe the word Triniit 
is not read there ? And the fame anfwers, which 
you would give to fuch opponents, I now before- 
hand return to yourfelf. 

1 1. As final j unification by the evidence of workl 
is clearly afferted in our Liturgy , fo it is indtre&fy 
maintained in our Articles, You know, honoured 
Sir, that the Eleventh treats of juftification by /aid 
at our converfion ; and you yourfelf very jufily ob« 
ferve, (p. it.) «« That our Reformers fcemed tc 
have had an eye to the words of our Lord — The tr& 
is known (i. e. is evidenced) by its fruit, when the] 
drew up our Twelfth Article, which afferts, that ; 
lively faith may be as evidently known by gooi 
works, as a tree difecraed by its fruit," This, ho 

nourc 
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soured Sir, is the very bafis of MuJFe /ley's "rotten" 
dofclrine, the very foundation on which St. James 
builds his pure and undejtled religion. This being 
granted, it neceffarily follows, to the overthrow 
of your favourite fcheme, that a living, juftifying 
faith may degenerate into a dead, condemning 
fnith, as furcly as David's faith, once productive 
of the fruits of righteoufnefs, degencrafed into a 
faith productive t)f adultery and murder. 

You are aware of the advantage that the Twe.Ift "a 
Article give* us over you ; therefore, to obviate 
it, you iniinuate in your five letters, that David's 
faith, when he committed adultery, was the fa*!:c 
as when he danced before the ark. It was jufti- 
fying. filth ftill, only " in a wintcr-fcafon." This 
argument, which will pafs for a demon flration in 
Geneva, will appear an evafion in Lvgland\ if our 
readers ronfidcr, that it is founded merely upon 
the Calvinian cuftom of forcing rational compan- 
ions to go upon all four like brutes, and then driv- 
ing them far beyond the intention of thofe by 
whom they were firft produced. We know that 
a tree on the banks of Severn may be good in win- 
ter, though it bear no good fruit : becaufe no trees 
bear among us any fruit good or bad in January. 
But this cannot be the cafe either of believers or 
unbelievers: they bear fruit all the year round ; 
unlefs you can prove, that like men in an apo- 

• ple&ic fit, they neither think, fpeak, nor aft " in 
i a winter-feafon." Again, 

\ Believers, who commit adultery and murder, are 
not good trees even in a negative fenfe *, for they po- 
jtioely bear fruit of the mod poifonous nature, 
JHow then can either their faith, or perfons be 

* evidenced, a good tree by fuch bad fruit, fuch dz- 

tteftaSlc evidence ? While you put your logic to the 
rack for an anfwer, 1 fhall take the liberty to en- 
counter vou a moment with your own weapons, 
, and making the degraded comparifon of our 
I Twelfth Article walk upon all fouragainft you, I 
■ promife you, that if you can Ihew mc an apple- 
tree, which bears poifonous crabs in fumraer, 

much 
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• much more one that bears them, "in a xo 
feafon" I will turn Antinomian, and believe 
an impenitent murderer has juflifying faith, 
is complcat in ChriftVs righteoufnefs. 

III. Having thus, I hope, refcued our Tw 
Article from the violence, which yourichem 
fers to its holy meaning ; I prefumc to afk, 1 
do you not mention the Homilies, when yoi 
that the doclrine of a two-fold juflification i: 
found in any parj^f the Offices and Liturgy o 
Church ? Is it bjraui'e you never confulted 1 
upon the fubjeQ of our controverfy ? To fave 
•the troupe of turning them over, and undec 
thofc who are frighted from the pure docljrir 
their own Church by the late cries of Arminiitn 
Pclagianifm f and Popery! I (hall prefent 
with the following extract from our Homi 
wliicli will (hew, they are not lefs oppohtc to 
tinomianifm than our Liturgy and Articles. 

" The firft coming unto God is through f; 
whereby we arc julliued before God. And, 
any man mould be deceived, it is diligently u 
noted, that there is one faith, which in fcriptu: 
called a dead faith, which bringcth forth no g 
works, but is idle, barren, and unfruitful, i 
this faith, by the holy apoftlc St.^amcs, is c 
pared to the faith of devils. And luch faith h 
the wicked,. naughty chriftian people, who, as 
Paul faith, confefs God with their mouths, but d< 

him in their deeds. Forafmuch as faith xoiii 

works is dead, it is not now faith, as a dead ma: 
not a man. The true, lively chriftian faith liv 
and (lirreth inwardly in the heart. It is not w: 
out the love of God and our neighbour, nor wi 
out the defire to hear God's word, and follow 
fame, in eft-hewing evil, and doing gladly all g< 
works. — Of thisfaith, this is firft to be noted, r 
it does not lie dead in the heart, but is livclv ; 
fruitful in bringing forth good works. As the li 
cannot be hid, lo a true faith cannot be kept feci 
butihews itfelf by good works : and as the livi 
body of a man ever e-xcrciieth fuch things as bole 
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O a living body ; fo the foul that has a lively faith 
it, will be doing always fomc good work, which 
"Hall declare that it is living, ror he is like a tree 
"est by the watcr-fidc, his leaf will be green, and he 
wvill not ccafe to bring forth his fruit." Horn, of 
Faiths 1 Patt. Hero is an /Vntinomian falvo ; no 
** winter Jlate" allowed of, to bring forih the dire 
fruits of adultery and murder. 

4i There is one work in which 3 re all good 
>vorks, that is, faith which tuorkct/i by purity, if 
you have it, you have the ground oi all good 
'works ; for wifdom, temperance, andjullicc areall 
referred unto this faith : without it we have not 
virtues, but only their names and fhadows. Many 
have no fruit of their works, becaufc faith, the chief 
work, lacketh. Our faith in Chrift. mull go be- 
fore, and after be nouriihedby good wosks. The 

I thief did believe only, and the molt merciful God 
juftificd him. If lie had lived, and not regarded 
the works of faith; (N. B.) he ihould have i.osr 
m* salvation again." Horn, on Good Works, 
i Part. 

■«< The third thing to be declared unto you, is, 
what manner of works they are which lpring out 
of true faith, and lead faithful men .to evciiaiting 
life. This cannot be known fo well, as by our 
Saviour himfclf, who being aiked of a certain great 
man this quefiion, What works jhalL I do to come to 
j everlafting life ? anfwered him, If thou ztrittcotneto 
\ tmlafling life, keep the commandments ; thou /halt not 
kill: thou Jhalt not commit adultery, &c. By which 
words Chriit declared, that the laws of God are 
the very way which leads to cvcrlafting life. So 
that this is to be taken for a most truk leflon, 
taught by Chi ill's own mouth, that the works of 
the moral^commandmcnts of God arc the very true 
works of faith, which lead to the life to come. 
Hut the blindnels and malice of men hath ever been 
ready to fall from Godandhis law, and to invent 
a new way to falvation by works of their ozun device. 
Therefore Ghrilt laid, You leave the commandments 
of God, to keep your own traditions. You mult have 
C an 



( *6 ) 



an aflurcd faith in God, love him, and dread fc« 
offend him evermore : then for his fake love aui 
mm^ friends and /ow, becaufe they arc his creation 
and image, and redeemed t.y Christ as ye aie. 
Kill not ; commit no manner of adultery, in will 
nor in deed. &c. Thus in keeping the command- 
ments of God [wherein ftandcth his pure honour, 
and which, wrought in faith, he hath ordained to 
be the right road and path-way to heaven] you i 
shall not fai l to come to cvei lading life." I lorn. / 
on Good Works, 3 Part. 1 

" Whcicas God hath fhewed to all that truly 1 
relieve his gofpel, his face of mercy in Jefus * 
C'hrili, which docs lo enlighten their hearts, that, J 
irthey behold it as they ought, they are transformed 
to his image, and made partakers of the heavenly 
light, and of his Holy Spirit : fo, if they after 
do neglect the fame, and order not their life ac- 
cording to his example and doctrine, he will take 
away from his kingdom, becaufe they bring not 
forth the fruit thereof.— And if this will not 
fcrvc, but It ill wc remain difohedient, behaving 
ourlelvcs uncharitably by difdain,cnvy, malice, or 
by committing murder, adultery, or fuch detcftable 
woiks ; then hethreatcneth us by terrible commi- 
nations, fwearing in great anger, that whosoever 
docs thefc works fhall never enter into his reft, 
•which is the kingdom of heaven.'' Horn, of falling 
from God, 1 Part. 

" We do call for mercy in vain, if wc will not 
/how mercy to our neighbours. Tor if wc do not 
put wrath and difplca lure forth out of our hearts to 
our brother, no more will God forgive the wrath 
that our fins have deferred before him. For under 
thifc condition doth God forgive us, if we for- 
give others. God commands us to forgive, if wc 
will have any part of the pardon which Chrill 
purchafed by fhedding his precious blood. Let us 
ihcn be favourable one to another, &c. By thefe 
means fhall we move God to be merciful to our 
fins, lie that hateth his brother* is the child 

op 

♦ Did not David once hate Uriak t as xnuch is Jezebel did 
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«¥ DAMNATION AND OF THE DEVIL, CUrfed and 

Jiated of God, so long as he so remaineth. 
for as peace and chiritymake us the blejfid children 
of God; fo do hatred andmalicc make us the curftd 
zhildrcn of the droit." I loin, for Good-Friday. 

The liomih on dress brings to my mind what 
you fay, p. 85, upon that head. If I am not mif- 
taken, you quote Mr. Hervey in fupport + of finery, 
Avhich furprifes me lb much the more, as the plain- 
nefsofyour drefs is a practical an fwvr to what can 
be advanced in fupport of that branch of Antino- 
mianifin. Permit me however to guard your orna- 
mented quotation in the plain nervous language of 
our Church. After mentioning t/w round at tire 1 of 
tue head, expofed by Ifaiah, fhe fays : 4i No lets 
truly is the vanity ufed among us. For the proud 
and haughty flomachs ofthe daughters of E -inland, 
are fo maintained with divers difguifed forts of 
coftly apparel, that, as TertuUian faith, there is left 
no difference in apparel between an hone It matro:t 
and a common iirumpcr. Yea, many care* not 
what they fpend in dilguiiing themfelvcs, ever do . 
firing new toys, and inventing new fafhions. 
Therefore we m.ufl needs look for God's fearful 
vengeance from heaven, to overthrow our pride, 
as he overthrew Herod, who, in his royal apparefc 
forgetting God, was. f mitten of an angel, and eaten 
up of worms." 

" But fome vain women will object., all which? 
we do, in docking ourfelves with gay apparel, is 
to pieafe our huibands. O mail fhamcful anfwer, 

tfakoth f Was not innocent blood (bed in both cafes* by mean* 
of fanguiuary letters? Is it to the honour of David* that he 
out-did Jezebel in kindly dc firing Uriah to carry his own death- 
"warrant to Joab ? 

t I blame, in the 2d Check, p. 85* only fuch profeflbrs 06 
godljncfs as " wear gold, pearl, and precious Jlones, when no dif- 
ti*8 ion of office or flate oblige* them to doit." As you find fault: 
with this guarded do&rine, and infinuate, that I '* dwindle the. 
noble ideas of St, Paul into a meannefs of fenfe befitting the fupcr- 
JHiious and contraflcd fpirit of a hermit." It neceflarily follows, 
that you plead for finery, or that you oppofc me for oppofl* 
lion.'* fake,, when you mean exactly the £ame thing with- aic 

C a t& 
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to the reproach of thy hufband ! What could'il thou 
fay more to fet out his fooliihncfs, than to charge 
him to be pleafed with tlic devil's attire ? Nay, 
nay, this is but a vainexcufc, ot Inch as go about to 
pleafo" {them [does and) t; others, rather than their 
nuibands. — She does but defcrve 1 corn, to fct out 
all her commendation in jewifh and heatheniih ap- 
parel, and yet brag of her chriflianity , and fomc- 
times (he is the caufe of much deceit in her huf- 
band's dealings, that fhc may be the moregorgcouf* 
ly fct out to the fight of the vain world. O thou 
woman, not a chriflian, but worfe than a Pagan, 
thou letted out thy pride, and makeft of thy incle-* 
cent apparel the devil's net to catch fouls. How- 
ibever thou perfumoft thy felf, yet cannot thy beaft- 
linefsbe hidden. The more thou garnifliefl thyfclf 
with thefe outward bla/.ir^s, the lefs thou careft for 
the inward garnifhing of ihy mind. Hear, hear 
what ChrihVs holy ApolUes do write." Then fol- 
low thofe pafTagcs of St. Peter and St. Paul, which 
you fuppofe I " do not rightly under/land." 

To convince you, however, that our Church has 
as much of " the fitpcrftitious and contracted fpirit of 
a hermit" as my felf, I fhall plead a moment more 
againft finery, in her own words : " The wife of 
an heathen being afked why fhe wore no gold ; fhe - 
anfwered, that fhe thought her hufbands's virtues . 
fufHcient ornaments. How much more ought every 
chriltian to think himfelf fufiicientlv garnifhed 
with our Saviour Chrilt's heavenly virtues I But 
perhaps fomc will anfwer, that they mult do fomo* 
thing to ihew their birth and blood : as though 
thefe things " (jewels and finery " were not common 
to thofe who arc moffc vile : as though thy huf- 
band's riches could not be better bcRowcd than in 
fuch fupcrfluities : as though when thou waft, 
chriftened, thou didft not renounce the pride of 
this world, and the pomp of the flefh. If thou 
fayeft, that the cuffcom is to be followed, I afk 
of thee, Whole cuflom fhoulcl be followed ? 
Of the wife or of fools? If thou fayed, Of the wife ; 
then, Hay, follow them; for fools cufloms, who* 

ihould 
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Oiould follow but fools. If any lewd cuftom be 
ttfed, be thou the firft to break it : labour to dimi- 
nifli it, and lay it down, and thou (halt have 
more praife before God by it, than by all glory of 
fuch fuperfluity. I fpeak not againfl convenient: 
apparel, for every ftatc agreeable ; but againfl. tin: 
fuperfluity, whereby thou and thy hutband arc 
compelled to rob the poor, to maintain thy coil- 
lineis. Hear how holy cjuccn Efther fctteth out 
thfcie goodly ornaments', as they arc called, when 
in order to fave God's people lhc put them on : 
" Thou knowejl, Lord, the neceffity which I am dri- 
ve*to> to put on this apparel, and that I abhor thr * 
ft* of pride, and that I defy it as a jilihy cLth" 
Horn, againfl Exccfs of Apparel. 

So far is our Church from tiding with A tit in o- 
naianfolifidianifin, which perpetually decries good 
works, that flic rather leans to the other extreme. 
If " Popery is about half way between Prote/tatitifm 
and the Minutes r " you will hardly think that the . 
xnafs itfclf is a quarter of the tvay, between Dr. 
Crifp's- fcheme, and the following proportions ex- 
tracted from the Homily on Alms-deeds. 

" Moil true is-that faying of St. Au*vftin, Via call 
pauper cft y relieving of the poor is thr right way to 
heaven: Chrifl: promifeth a reward to thofc who 
give but a cup of cold water in his name to th *m 
tnat have need of it ; and that reward is the king- 
dom of heaven. No doubt therefore God rejard- 
cth highly, that which he rewardeth fo liberally. 
He that hath been: liberal to the poor, let him 
know that his godly doings ate accepted, and 
. thankfully taken at tod's hands, which he will 
requite with double and treble ^for fo fays the wife 
man : He who Jfteuteth mercy to the poor, doth L:\ his 
money in bank to- the Lord for a laifie into re it and 
gain; the gain being chiefly the poiTcfiion of the 
life evci lailing, through the merits cf (.'hi-ifl." 
When Our Church has given us this ilrong dole 
legality, that file may by a defperate remedy re- 
move a defperatcdifeafe, and kill or cure the Ami- 
nOOauan Cpirit in all her children ; led the violent 
C g mcdiciuo. 
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LETTER III. 

To Richard Hill,. E(q; 



Honoured and dear Sir, 

IN my lad, I endeavoured to fhow you, that our 
Church, far from warping to- Crifpianity, 
ilrongly inforces St. James's undefiled icligion.' j 
let us now ice wliat more modern divines, cfpfr* j 
cially the Puritan, thought about the important 
fubjett of our controvcrfy. 1 

Page 13, you oppofe the doftnne which yott 
have (p. 1 l.) fo heart iVy wifticd to be firmly estAt 
blished in the mouth of two witnefles. " If Mr* 
Whitefidd had been now living, fay you, I doubt 
not but he would have told you, that if need fhould 
be, he was ready to offer himfclf among the fore- 
mod of thofc true Proteflants, who, you tell us, 
could have burned againil the do&rinc of a Second 
juftification by works. And as to the Puritan di- 
vines, there is not one of the many hundreds of 
them, but what abhorred the dochine of a fecond 
judication by works, as full of rottennefs and 
deadly poi fon. — Surelv then it is not without jufticc 
that I accufc you of the yoffejl pei ucrfmns and mifre- 
prtfentatiunS) that perhaps ever proceeded from any " 
author's pen. The aihes of that laborious man of 
God, Mi. IVkitc field* you have raked up, in order to 
bring him as a coadjutor to fupport your tottering 
docirinc of a fecond juftification by works." Ana 
again, p. qi and 92, •* I am net afraid to challenge 
Mr. i-— — r, to fix upon one Protcftant Minifler,. 
cither Puritan or of the church of England, from 
the beginning 1 of the Reformation to the reign of 
Charles die Second, who held th; doclrines he has 

bcoa 
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-*cn contending for." "Sure I am. that you 

?ave grieved many a ous h.-art a:no ovir dif- 
onting brethren, bv fathcrm;-; upon fheir venera- 
ble anccftors fuch a fp.irions^.Tsprin dv can only 
race its defcent from the loins of* the man of fin> 
>y whom it was begotten, out of t ic nothrr of 
tbominations, the fcurlet Babyhmfh whore, which 
on m.iny waters. 

Your charges and challenge, honoured Sir, de- 
serve an anlwer. not becasife they tix the blot of 
the grojftjl perverfions upon my infignificunt charac- 
ter ; bjt hcraufc they reprei'ent the holy apoftlc 
James, whofe do&rines I vindicate, as the maw 
or sim berettinr his undefiled religion out of the 
ftarlet Babylonifh whore, I begin with what you 
fay about Mr. White field. 

I never thought ic was clear in the do&rinc of 
our Lord, In the day of judgment by thy words fhalt 
thou bejuflijiedj for if he had fecn it in its proper 
light, he would inftantly have renounced Cafvi- 
infm. All I have affertcd is, that the inoft emi- 
nent Minifters. Mr. Whitejield hisnfelf not except- 
ed, perpetually allude to that doftrinc, when their 
enlarged hearts (under a full gale of God's free 
Spirit) get clear of the (hallows of bigotry, or the 
narrow channels of their favourite fy Hems : for 
then, failing in deep water, and regardlcfs of the 
rocks of offence, they cut their ealy way thiough 
the raging billows of oppofitioti, and fpeak all 
the truth as it is in Jefus ; or at lcaft allude (this 
was my expreflion, fee 2d Check, p. 7,) to what, 
1*. another time, they would perhaps oppofe with 
tit their might. 

And do you not, honoured Sir, allow that Mr* 
Whitejield did this in the application of his fcrmons 
with regard to my doctrine, when you fay (p. 15.) 
All that can be gathered front his expreffions, is, that 
he believed there would be a great and awful diy, in 
which, all xohoft under the found of the gofpd.ficdl be 
called to give a folemn account of what they A.-v/r. and 
every viinifler as folimn an account if the dvrfrine deli- 
vered by him. To convince you, that you grant me 
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all I contended for, permit me to afk, whether 
this folann account will be in order to a mock-trialy 
or to the folcmn jujtificution or condemnation men- 
tioned by our Lord, Mall. xii. 37 ? If you afiirm 
the former, you traduce heavenly wildoin, you 
blafpheme Jcfus Chrifl: : if the latter, you give up 
the point ; our hearing and fpeaking, i. e. our 
.works, will turn evidence for or againilus in the 
day of judgment ; and according to their depo- 
sition, the kale of abfolution and condemnation 
will turn for heaven or hell. 

Let therefore the public judge, who wrongs Mr, 
Whitcfidd ; I, who reprefented him as fpeaking 
agreeably to the plain words of his heavenly 
Mailer, Matt. xii. 37 ; or you, dear Sir, who make 
him advance as a zealot at the head of a body of 
prejudiced men, to burn again It as explicit and 
important a declaration as ever dropped fiom the 
Redeemer's lips. I fay important ; becaufe the 
moment you flrikc at our justification by works in 
the laft day, you ftrike at the do&rine of a day of 
judgment ; and the moment that fundamental 
doctrine is overthrown, natural and revealed reli- 
gion fink in a heap of common ruins. 

Pafs we on now to the other rcafon, for which 
you* " acevfe me of the groffeft mifreprefentations 
and perverfions that perhaps ever proceeded from any 
author's pen." I have affirmed, 2 Check, p. 7. 
that all the "sober Puritan divines have dircEHy 
or * indirectly ajferted a fecond jufiification by 
works; and you tell us, p. 13, "There is not 
one of them but what abhorred it, as full of rottennefs 
and deadly poifon" One of us is undoubtedly 
miftaken ; for our propofitions are diametrically 
oppofite. Let us fee who is the man. 

To difpute about words is unbecoming men of 
rcafon and religion ; and that we may not be guilty 
of this common abfurdity, and oppoleonc another, 
when perhaps we mean the fame thing, permit mc 
to (late the que (lion as clearly as 1 poiiibly can. 

• Thcfc were my limited expreffions. 

Not 
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<7ot confidcri«*!g the meritorious, hut thcht frumental 
aufe of our j unification, I ;«fh : in the day of 
udgmcnt, fhall wc be juftified or condemned by 
he works which Chrifh did ifi the days of his 
lefh, or by the works which wc ourfcly'cs do ia 
lie days of our flefh ? — Or. in other terms, Shall 
vc be juftified by the rightcoufnefs of Chrift 
wputcd to us, as Calvin fuppofes it was imputed to 
f )avid in Uriah's bed ? Or by the rightcoufnefs of 
thrift implanted in us. as it was implanted in David 
»vhcn his eyes ran down with water bee aufe men kept 
tot Cod's law ? — Or. if you pleafc, Shall wc be 
mftificd by Chrifl/s loving God and man for us ? 
w)r by our loving God and man ourfclves ? The 
Former of thofc fentimcnts is that of Dr. Crifp, and 
all his admirers : that the latter was the fentimcnt 
of Dr. Owen* and all the foncn Puritan divines, 
when they regarded t hrift moie tlian Calvin, I 
prove thus : 

Dr. Owen, (the pious and learned champion of 
the Calvinifls in the lafl century, whom you quote, 
p. 93.) ipcaking in his treatife on jufii heat ion, p. 
222, of one juftified at his conversion, (ays, <: That 
God does indifpenfably require of him pcrfonal 
obedience, which may be called h is evangelical 
rightcoufnefs— —That this rightcoufnefs is * 
pleadable unto an acquitment againfb any charge 
from Satan, the world, or our own conicicnccs — 
That upon ir wc fhall he declared righteous in the 
lad day; and without ir none (hall. And if any 
lb all think meet from hence to conclude unto an 

EVANGELICAL JUSTIFICATION, Ol* call God's AC- 

ceptance of our rightcoufncl's by that name, I 
fhall by no means contend + with them. When- 

» I have fticwn in the Vindication, how David and Ezekiel 
pleaded this rightcoufnefs before God. Another initance of 
this plfa I lately found in Nchcmiak. The man of God, after 
<lc bribing hit royal hofpitality, and tender regard for the poor, 
fays. Think upon me. my Cod<, for gcjd, according to all that J have 
ioht farthis peop-'e, Nch. v. 19, 

+ Wh<> nd«id would contend with thcm ; but fiich as are not 
afraid of flyng in the fare of St. Paul and Jeiiu Chiilt ? See 
Rom. it- :3- and Mait. xii. 37. 
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•ever this enquiry is made, how a man profcflefcfi 
evangelical taith in Chrilt; and fhall be tri<V: and 
judged ; whereon, as fuch, he (hall be justified ; 
\vc grant thar it is, and muft be, by his own per- 
sonal OBEDIENCE." 9 

This important quotation is produced by D% 
Williams, in his Go/pel I' ruth vindicated againft Dr. 
Crifp's Opinions,]*. 149. It is introduced to con- 
firm the following go/pel truth. " The Lord Jefus 
has of grace, for his own merits, promifed to bring 
to heaven fuch as are partakers of true holinefs 
and do good works perfeveringly : and he appoint 
thcic, as the way and means of a believer's obtain, 
i rig falvatiou; requiring them as indifpcnfabl « 
duties, and qualifications of all fuch whom he wil 
favc and blefs; and excluding all that want an* 
neglect them, or live under the power of what ii 
Contrary thereto." Here is evidently the pure 
doctrine of the Minutes, and the undcfilcd religion 
of St. James. 

The fame judicious author, in his preface, fpcakj 
thus upon the fubject of our Controversy. " The 
revival of thcic (Dr. Crifp's) errors, muft not only 
exclude that miniftry as legal, which is moft apt 
to fecure the practical power of religion ; but alfo 
render unity among christians irnpollible. Mutual 
cenfurcs arc unavoidable ; while one fide" (the 
fober Puritans) "prefs the terms of the gofpcl, un- 
der its promifes and threats, for which they arc 
accufed as enemies to Chrift and grace ; and the 
other fulc"' {J lit followers of Dr. Crifp) " ignorantly 
let up the name of Chrift and free grace, again fi 
the government of Chrift and the rule of judgment.' 

41 I believe, many abettors of thefe miftakes are 
honcftly zealous for the honour of free grace, but 
have not light to fee how God has provided for 
this. By this pretence Anrinomianiim corrupted 
Germany : it bid fair to overthrow church and ftatc 
in New-England j and by its ftroke at the vitals of 
religion it alarmed moft of thqfgtyjlpits in England. 
Many of our ableft pens were engaged againft 
thefe errors ; as Mr. Gatakcr, Mr, Rutherford An- 
thony 
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ihrr.y "-**.;,:/>, tiT* provincial Synod at London ; 

i ry vuiry *r». whole labours God was 
\"\i r . A to hit fr. . o trie* flopping of the attempts of 
D,\ C r ; '?, hv *. • * »!*:»'.«•".. <1 !>y rl»c furcfaid divines, 

"'j':s:! ;. : *f <•! 1 1 i * is prw-: ve •he tci'hvicy 
* ! iw'. ;i. v.v >: c ^.i^-: ! .n i r.cr «»•?• i>- 
i-.on. <r ::.t*. h.*':*;, 4 h 'ruM <**. i; ;*i J./fus. i 
k'iicve •.nan*' a^.-Mor; .-*f thciV no- ion*, have 
top;vfcrvc r. 1 1 - - : r j-i i r: Is <rv\ prar>k e\ from tii •;: "i- 
fi.oncc : l»i:f i>'v «> i;h r to con.ul'r, fhit the g:*- 
r.„ral;ty oF ma-Ar-d hv;c r.o fsi-:: i inp:";ufc : ar.i 
ii::»:!!VIi'cr» n«. ed not i'.- . -r; :hcr own remp'.r :»>•*• 
r.ir lofe the d-.-feniv whi'-h ?!:.••.«• fd..n of f rod 
Iun provided a^ui.ift rc.:/:lif:uT: . . d i.-iiul 
ktk:- -dings. ? * 

••in thus pref-nr Jnl h^onv to *k .• r :•; v*"T' fir tit. 
r.O:Pi.i.. I have H\sdh;d nljinni:: . J. > i' "in.!-, ot 
my knowledge I h.;v-' ::i no* !i • :i :.::!".vp .kn.eJ 
Dr. Crif!''* o]>ini(»!'>. n'*r mi"./*-: i i*e»i("» : fir 
Moil of ihe-n he <.•:': il idiou 1 .];.* |;i .^i-i : of cjc'i I 
could multiply p:oofs. and ail of li;cm an! net* »l- 
farv for hh> lche»:.e. ihu'.ir h not cuM-iilotit wl*!j 
l.i.i'oi licroccaiior. 1 e::prc^.lons. I have carefi.j iy 
avoided ai'. v rc'.U i liou.i o:\ Dr. CV;.'/-, whom I bv- 
I!eVi a hoi . 

Ti.ewl eh wui!; of />. iV" ; 7'.\'.v<-. .md ^onfcqnr»r > 
Jv 1 1 »**• |jrn ■.il'jiii riu /.ations, hav? "he remark- 
able fantliou of ihe fallowing cci i • ihr.itc. 4i \Vc f 
whole name* arc l: hfci :!:•• d, do judge: tint our 
Rev. R rot her has. in -ill that i:» material, fully and 
riphtlv (taied ihcVVrt^V) and Errors mentioned as 
fuch.inihc fol h >w i ng treatife. And do account 
he has in this work, done eonfiderahlc fcrvirc to 
the Chinch of Chriit : adding our prayers, that 
ihel ■ h-hours of hi; may bo«a mean for reclaiming 
tlu>i»" who have b»:en milled into inch (' :nrerc-us 
cuini^ns ; and for c.'ta'oli filing thofo 1 hat w:iu\ u\ 
■ A ny of ihci'c T;uth^." Signed l>y ne:T Kifly Puri- 
tan niiniMerr,, the fir ft of whom is Wil'iu^t 
and tiie la;M- Edmund C Uamy, two of the groatciL 
prcaciicii in the bit century, 

r rx The 
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The following appendix clofcs the certificate, *3T 
have by me near as many worthy names, fuch as 
Mr. Woodhoufty Mr. Hallet, Mr. Boys> &c. who 
have approved .of this work. But 1 think this 
number Sufficient, to convince the world, that the 
Prtfhyttrian minifers, at leaft, efpoufe not the a»- 



that the molt learned country minifters, of the 
congregational perfuafion, difallow the Errors here 
oppofed, and are amazed at fuch of their brethren 
in Zendon, as arc difp leafed with this book," 

Now, dear Sir, you muft either prove that what 
Dr. Owen, Z). Williams, and fuch a cloud of Puritan 
divines, confent to call an evangelical juftif cation^ tit , 
tkelaftday by our own personal obedience, is not a jus- 
tification, or you muft con fefs, that you have given 
the worldatrue.fpecimen of Oeneva-logic, whenyou 
■have declared that " there is not c*ne Puritan di- 
vine but what. abhorred the do&rine of fuch a jufli- 
fication, as full oj rottennefs and deadly pcifon," And 
you muft do me thejuflice to acknowledge you did 
not give yourfelf time to weigh your words in the 
balance of brotherly kindnefs, when you accufedme 
4>f calumny and/fa grojfefl pcrvtrfions that perhaps ever 
Proceeded from any author's pen for aliening what I 
thought my quotations from Mr. Henry Tumciently 

?> roved, and -what your ground lefs charge has obl- 
iged me fully to demon ft rate. And now,honourred 
Sir, permit me to apologize for the feverity of your 
conduct towards me by reminding nw. reader, that 
your great Diana was in danger, and that on fuch a 
trying occafion, even a good man may be put into 
a hurry, and a&, before he is aware, incontinently 
with the chriittaa virtues which blazon his cha r 
Jraftei. 

DWdliamfsGofpel Truth vindicated might be con* 
firmed by numberlcfs quotations from Puritan au- 
thors, who dirc&lyortn</tVcr#/y afTert afecondjufti- 
Jlcation by works. Take one inftance out of a 
thou f and. Anthony Burgefs., Fellow of Emanuel Col- 
lege in Cambridge % ( I think, onc^of the ejetted mi- 
©iftcrsjfpcakiiig in his twclft^tcrinon.of Obtdienc? 

as 



tinomian dotai 




I am credibly informed, 
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mn fi$n o) gracCy concludes his difcourfeby this truly 
Anti-Crilpian paragraph. 

Art thou univcrfal in thy obedience ? Then 
thou mayefl take comfort. Oiherwife know, if 
thou had not refpeel to all the ways and duties re- 
quired by Cod, thou wilt be confounded : though 
with Ahab and Herod thou do many thing t 9 yea if 
not all things, confunon will be upon thee. O 
then' how few are there, who may claim a right to 
•f grace ! Many men have an external obedience 
only, and no internal ; but moffchave a partial, and 
not entire, complcat obedience ; therefore it is, 
that many a~c called but few chofen. Confidcr that 
terrible c::prc{Tion of St. James, chap. ii. 10, ti, 
where the apofllc informs be lie vers, that if they 
are guilty but of that one lin, accepting of per [mis, 
they arc tranfgrolFors of the law in general, which 
he farther urgeth by this aifertion. lit that ketpetk 
alL and'offendeth in one. is guilty of all ; not with the 
guilt of every particular lin, but in refpeci of the 
authority of the lawgiver, according to thzt.Curfed 
is every one that continuetk not in every thing commanded 
by the law. Seeing therefore God in regeneration 
does write his law in our hearts, which does femi- 
nally contain the excrcifcof all holy a&ions; fo that- 
there cannot be an inftancc of any godfy duty, of 
which God does not infufe a principle in us : and. 
feeing glorification will be universal of foul and* 
body, in all parts and faculties, how neccflary is 
it that fan&incation fhould be univcrfal ? Take 
heed therefore that the works of grace in thee be 
not abortive or monftrous, wanting cflential and 
nccerTary parts. Let not thy fhip be drowned by 
any one leak.*' 

from this alarming quotation it appears, holy 
Calvinift minifters Taw, an hundred years ago^ 
that if believers did notfecure St. James's juftifica- 
tion by univcrfal obedience, theznorks of grace in them 
would prove abortive, their hopes would perifti, their 
{hip would fink though by one leak only: and confe- 

-f Some of the Puriuot underftood by grac^ a ftatc of juftifi* 
Catxm and fcrnftificaiion. 

D 2 quently 
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qucntly they would be condemned as Ilytneneusand 
Philetus, in the day of judgment. And let none 
complain of the legality of this doctrine ; for our 
Lord himfelf fully preached it, when he faid, 
Except a man forfike all, he cannot be my difciple. 

Take another inflance of a later date. 1 he Rcv« 
Mr. Hozvcis, that has diftinguiflicd himfelf among 
the zealous mini Iters of our church, who have 
cfpoufed Calvin's fentimcnts, fpeaks to the point, 
in the comment on Matt, xii. 37. " Not an idle 
word palfes without the divine notice, but we 
rnufl anfwer for it at the day of judgment. With, 
what circumfpcction then fhould we keep the door 
of ourlips, when our eternal ftate is to be deter- 
mined thereby, and our words muit all be pro- 
duced at the bar of God as evidences of our jufti- 
fication or condemnation, and fentence proceed * 
accordingly." If this is not maintaining, at lcail, 
indirectly, jufcification by works in the da/ of judg- 
ment, my rcaibu fails, and I can no more under- 
fiand how two and two make four. 

The Reverend Mr. Madan himfelf, if I am not 
miflakcn, grants what I contend for, in the very- 
title of the fermon quoted in my motto, Jufhifica- 
tia n by works rero a c iled toil h Jufl if cat io n B y faith, 
&c. but much more in the following pafTagcs, 
which I extract from it. 

" In t'z-ery pcrfon that is ju [lifted three particulars 
concu r, ( 1 ) 7 'he m friiorious c a u s k of on r ju /tifica- , 
tifii, to/tii h is C/t) f!. (i>) The instrumental 
cause, Zi'hirJi is faith — and then the jultification 
in the text" ( } c f:e how I'tct J y i >< As a man is jus- 
tified, and nut ly faith only) il »»//:'• h is to be under* 
ji:jd in a di-cla k at i v e fenfe — vo f.erfjn being j ufti- 
fed in PlciiVs }'u:f: : that is -net u![o in the fenfe oj our 
text." i. c.inVae ionic of St. Jahies. 

The truth contained in this lad fentence 
is the rampart of practical chrif.:i unity, and the 
giound of che Minutes. If that judicious divine 
coniidcrswhat his proportion ncccflarily implies, I 
am peiiuadcd, he will not only fide with Mr. Wefley 
againfl the Benedictine Monk, but alfo give up Cai- 

vinifm, 
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vinifm, with which his afTcrtion is no more rccon- 
cileable, than it is with what you, Sir, call {i a win- 
ter" (and I beg leave to name ak antixomian) 
* 4 flate" in which we arc fuppofed to bejuflified in 
Paul's fenfe, while we fly in the face of St. James 
by the commiflion of adultery and murder. 

The fame eminent Miniftcr afks in the fame dif- 
courfe, *• What does it profit, though a man Jay he hath 
faith and have not works ? Can fait h'fave him ?" (Can 
faith fave David in Uriah 1 shed ? Can it favcSolomoh 
worlhioping Aflitaroth, perhaps with his feven hun- 
dred wives and three hundred concubines) " i. e. 
Such a faith as has not works* as is not produttive of 
the fruit of the Spirit in the heart and life ? Is this 
Javing faith ? certainly not : for fuch a faith 
wants the evidence of its being true and real, and nothing 
but true faith can fave--— -If my faith does not produce 
the proper fruits, it is no better than the devil's faith. 
-——Wehavenofcriptureteftimony of our being any other 
than the devil'* -children, unlefs toe evidence the 
truth of our faith^by Jhewing forth the genuine fruits and 
works of faith. All this the apoftle confirms, v. 20. 26. . 
Faith without works is dead.— As the body without the 
fpirit is dead, Jit faith without works is dead alfo." 

This excellent paffage is the demolition ofCal- 
vinifm, and the very doctrine of the Minutes, if 
you except the article about the word merit, which I 
do not read in our pious author's fermon. flow* 
ever, p. 12, I find the word deferve in the following 
important queflion : " How can we not only ef ape 
the penalty threatened* but deserve the ri wards 
promifed under the law ?" And as I do not under* 
ftand " fplitting a hair," I think that the two expref- 
fions, meriting and defcrving, when duly confiderea\ 
are not as zvidc as eafl is from zoefi : and I fear, that 
if Mr. Wefiey is an heretic, for ufing *the former at 
a conference among friends ; the Rev. Mr. Madan 
is not quite orthodox, for ufing the latter in St. 
Vcdaft's church before friends and enemies. But as 
this queflion may turn upon fome nicety of the 
Englijh language, which, as a foreigner, I have not 
yet obfervedj I drop it to obviate an objection. 

B 3 You 
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You will perhaps fay, honoured Sir, that all the 
above-mentioned authors, being found Calvinifts, 
holdy our ele&ion, and that you could produce paf- 
fages out of their writings, abfolutcly irrecon- 
cileable with the preceding quotations. To this I 
reply, that a volume of fuch paflages, inflead of in- 
validating the doctrine which I maintain, would 
only prove, that the peculiarities of Calvin are abfo- 
lutely irreconcileable with St. James's undcfiled reli- 
gion ; and that even the moft judicious Calvinifts 
cannot make their fcheme hang tolerably together. 

I hope, honoured. Sir, the preceding pages will 
convince my readers, that you have fpoken unwa- 
rily, when you have affertcd ? that there is not one of 
the many hundred Puritan divines, but what abhorred 
my doctrine as full of rottennefs ; and that the author 
of Goliah slain has been rather too forward in 
challenging me to fix upon one Protejtant minifitr 9 
either Puritan or of the Church of England, who to the 
reign of Charles the Second held the doctrine I have 
been contending for. 

Your challenge, dear Sir, provokes me to imita- 
tion : and I conclude this letter by challenging 
you, in my turn, to fix upon a man who will ex- 
pofe your miftakes more bluntly, and yet eftecia. 
and love you more cordially, than, 

Honoured and dear Sir, 

Your moll obedient Servant in St, James's 
pure religion, 

J. F. 



LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 

To Richard Hill, Efq; 
Honoured and dear Sir, 

5EFORE I take my leave of the Puritan wri- 
ters, you will permit nic to make fomcoMer- 
itions upon the fault you find wit h my quoting one 
fthem. l'ageo^, you introduce ajudiciotts, worthy, 
verend friend, charging mc with having mo/t no- 
xiously perverted the quotation which I pro- 
iced out of FUvcl, (Yind. p. 46J; and you Ilainp 
ith your approbation, his exclamation on the 
bjeft. Could yju hact e.\ piClsd fuch d isi n gkn u it y 
omMaddey ! 

Now, dear Sir, full of J ifin rennity as you fuppoic 
C to be, I can v ;t act with frank nej\. And to 
mvince you of it. I publicly Hand to my quo; a- 
3n, and charge your worthy friend with — Whit 
.all I call it ? — A *ro:s miiLake. My quotation 

had from tha* judicious Puritan divine D. 
'illiams, who, far fro in noijrioujly fn /\\. rtin^ \\\(\ 
nfe of the miniilcrs that drew up F/avel's 
rcfacc, has weakened ir bv leaving out fomc 
iccllent Anti-Crifpian fentences. lVrmit 111c 
» punilh your friend foi ^is hafty char«e, by 
ying the whole ra.'.'n.ro before my readers : rem- 
inding them, lh.tr only the lentenccs encloicd in 
"Otchcts. [ I aro quoted in the Vindication. 

A body of love.n eminent divines, all friends, it 
ems, to Dr. Crifp. but enemies to his auinumian 
itagtS) charitably endeavour to apologize for him, 

at 
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at the fame time that they recommend Flood's Trea- 
tife on mental errors in general, and on Antinomi- 
anifm in particular, where Dr. Crifp isoppofed by 
name. Having mentioned two hmilar proposi- 
tions of his, viz. [• Salvation is not the end of any 
thing we do — And He are to acl from life, not for life,'] 
they bear this full tcftimony againfi the abi'urdity. 
which they contain. 

" [It were in effc& to abandon human nature.] 
and to (in again ft a very fundamental law of our. 
creation, not to intend our own felicity : it were 
to make our firft and mo ft deeply fundamental du*> 
ty in one great eftcntial branch of it, our fin, viz.. 
To take the Lord for our God : for to take him 
for our God, moft cflentially includes our taking 
him for ouvfupreme goody which we all know is in- 
cluded in the notion of the loft end it were to make 
it unlawful to ftrive againft all fin, and particularly, 
again ft fmful averfion from God, wherein lies the 
very death of the foul, or the fumof its mifery 5 or 
to ftrive after perfeft conformity to God in holi- 
nefs, and the full fruition of him, wherein the 
foul's final bleflednefs does principally confinV 

"[It were to teach us to violate the great pre- 
cepts of the gofpel,] Repent that your ftns may be 
Hotted out — Strive to enter in at the ft rait gate^—work 
out your own falvation with fear and trembling to 
obliterate the patterns and precedents fet before 
us in the gofpel, We have believed in Jefus Chrift 9 . 
that we might bejuftified — I keep under my body left 
I fhould be caft away — that thou may eft fave thy* 
fdf \ and them that hear thee." 

4* [it were to fuppofe us bound to do more for 
the lalvation of others, than our own] falvation.. 
We are required to fave others with fear, plucking., 
them out of the fire. Nay, we were not (by thif 
rule ftrictty underftood) fo much as to pray for our 
own falvation, which is a doing fomewhat : when, 
no doubt, we arc to pray for the fuccefs of the gof- 
pel, to this purpofe, on behalf of other men." 

" L'Twerc to make all the thrcatenings of eternal 
death, and piomifes of eternal life, we find in the 

gofpel 
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gofpel of our bleflcd Lord, ufclcf.:. i. r motives to 
fhun the one, and obtain the rrher : | Ycv ey can 
be motives noway, but as the efcaj*iu* rhe former, 
and the attainment of the other, have with us the 
place and confideration of an etui." 

**[" 1 1 makes what is men:i«!»cdu! the fcripture, as 
the chara&er and commendation of *!ie iru>:'r. crii- 
ncr>: faints, a fault.) as of Abraham, Ifaac, and f t i- 
cob: that they fvt j he the b:h l cravd h-.u;dl; v// /;:•"/; 
and plainly declared that they did io : \ • .i« h ne- 
ceiiariiy implies their making it tluur end." 

>?o\\\ honoured Sir. ir lies upon yo-i to prove, 
tliatbecaufc Mr. William* and 1 have net produce d 
all that makes a^ainl* \ on. we are. gullrv of a m >;l 
notorious pcrvcrjion* of the quotation. If you ailim;, 

that 

* Want of argument in a bad caufe, w!tich people w'.ll *v- 
fcnd at all Lvr.x.'3, <u I may m<; trie woid* \vh:c:i •'• •• 
Hill loo hallily \\m\h me in h:^ book, julliy cijur-.s • : !.'S 
own in the (.rraia, obli^-s th.*:;i to i\y to pcri jnal f.l.:.! .... 
Ztlus ar\na ntinijlrat. Th*ir Dijna u in danger : they .uu.i r:. : ..c. 
dull, and inARc a noife, to divert tne attei.tion or t:.: r scur 
from the uohit : who knows but ihc may cicapc i.i tin. liurrv ? 
At the exid of trictbovc-mentioncd quotation, J had aJdcd three 
lines, to throw fome light upon tiie lait cUnd , whioh D. IViiliams 
had cut oif too fhcrC As ! did no' ciiclofc them in commas, 
ic never entered into my mind, that any body would charge n»c 
with patenting them as a quotation, nor do they in the lcalfc 
nifrcprefsnt, much Itfs ptrvtit the feni'c of the authors Upon 
this however, my Opponent brings mc to a tri-1. But it, at 
p. 97, he lets me cfcape, without condemning me point blank 
for forcing quotations ; he is not lb mild. p. 27. I have 
obferved in the fecond Check, p. 46. that Mi. lVtjlc* in his Mi- 
nutes guards the foundation ot the gofpel by the two cla'i.'l'., 
where he mentions the cxclufion of the merit of u.^rls in poiir of 
falvation, and beliainj in Chrijl. The two ciaules 1 prefuit in 
One point of view, in the very words 0/ the Mi nutis. although no-' in 
the tenft of thi verb believing, thus : Xi t by the merit of ww/.*," 
but by " bdicvin^ in Chrijl." My Opponent is pleafed hrrc to 
overlook the commas, which (how, tiiai I produce two different 
places of the Minute*; and then he improves hij oxn oocrfght 
thus. " Fo r g e r 1 e s of this kind have long p ijfcd for no ci ime lo '-th 
Mr. Wejlty. I did not thinh you would havejol/o-vnl him in t/i.fe un- 
grnerous artifice s t w,iich mufl unavoidably jink the writer in our fjt>-?vi. 
But lam forty to fi\<, Sir, that this is not the only jlrMagem oj t.h's 
fort, wk*ch you have mide ufe of : Injljnce, your bringing in Mr. 
WhitefMd as umuintniner of a Jixondjufl. fication by swftj>&c. &c." 
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that the perverfion I am charged with, confiffs fir 
faying, that the divines who wrote TlavtVs preface,, 
were Jliockcd at Dr. Crifp's do&rine, when they ne- 
vertheless apologize for his perlbn : I reply, that' 
their apology confirms my aflertion, even more 
than their arguments : for ihey fay, " It is likely thr 
Doclor means," juft what Mr. WtfUy does* " that 

we 

—The bare mention of fuch groundfcft* aecufations being a fuf- 
ficient refutation of them, I (hall do fc this note byobferving, 
that the pure religion which I vindicate, is too veil grounded 
on fcripture, to need the fuppert, either of the pretended forge- 
ries which my opponent contr-rvet for me, or of the blackening 
charges, which he is forced i to produce for want of better argu- 
ments. 

In almoft any other tat my pious opponent, I mould think, 
that this feverity proceeded from palpable diungenutcy, but my. 
refpeft for him docs not permit me to entertain (uch a thought. 
I urge for his exoafe, the inconceivable ftrength of prejudice and*-, 
the fatal tendency of his favourite fyftcm. Yes,-0 Calvinilm,- 
upon thee I charge the miftakes of m/ worthy anttgonift I If at 
any time hit-benevolent temper is fowered, thy leaven has done 
it. It is by thy powerful influence that he dtfeovers a forgery % 
where there is not fo much as the printer's omiffion of a comma 
to countenance his difcovery.— It is through the mtftt which 
thou raifeil, that he fees in the works of one of our moft correct 
authors, nothing but regular feries of inconJifttncies 9 a wheel of 

<cntradi8i<m running round and round again. Thou lendeft him. 

thy deceitful glafi, when he looks at my SecondCheck and cries out* 
Baft andfkocking (lander ! Acrimonious ^ bitter* and low inkers.' 
Horrid mifreprefentations, ana\ notorious berverpons ! Abominable 
beyond a" the reft ! A wretched fpirit of tow fare afm and Jlandtrous 
banter runs through the whole book" which contains" more than 
an hundred clofe pages ; as totally void of fcriptural argument t as they 
are replete with calumny, grofi perverjions, equivocations,'* — and a 
doclrine full of rottennefsani deadly poifon } the fpurious offspring of 
the man ofJln r begotten out of the fcarlet whore. 19 

I beg my readers would not think the worfe of my opponent*! 
candor, on account of thefe feveve charges. In one fenfe they 
appear tome very moderate : fo* who con wonder, that a good, 
raiftakcn man,, who finds- Calvin' % ever lading, abfolute, and un- 
conditional reprobation in the, mild oracles of the God of love, 
mould find kokgery, vile Jlandcr, calumny , horrid perverfidns 9 
deadly poifon, &c. in my ftiarp Checks ; and perpetual contradic- 
tions in Mr. Wefey'% works t Are we not treated with remarka- 
ble kindnefs, in companion of the merciful God whom we 
ferve ? Undoubtedly : for neither of us is yet fo much as indi- 
rectly charged with contriving in cool blood the murder of one- 
man ; much left with forming from all eternity the evangelical 
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mt Jhould not work for life only, without aiming at 
working from life also. for. it is not tolerabU iha~ 
rity to fuppofe, that one would deliberately fay, that 
Jalvation is not the end of any good work we do, or that 
toe are not to worjt for life in the rigid fenfe of Llie 
.words." And they profefs their hopes, thaf, 
upon conft deration, he would prcfently unfay it % 
(namely, the ab Curd proportion, " We are not to work 
for life) being calmly reajoned with." 

Thus hoped thole pious divines concerning Dr. 
Crifp ; and thus I once hoped alfo concerning his 
admirers. :But, alas ! experience has damped my 
hope ; for, when they have been '« calmly reafoned 

I with," they have fhewn themfelves much more 
ready to unfay what they hadfaid right, than what 
•the I) oft or had faid wrong ; and to this day they 
publickly defend thofc antinomian dotages, which 
\ ithe authors of FlaveVs preface could not believe 
1 Dr. Crifp could poflibiy mean even when he 
I >pre ached and wrote them. 

' You exprefs, honoured Sir, a mo ft cxtraordinarv 

I wifb, p. 94. Speaking of Fiavel\ Difcourfe upon 
mental errors, which is alfoxatled A blow at the root, 
„ . you fay, " / fliould have keen glad, could I have tran- 
'* j fcribed the uholc difcourfe." But as you have not 
f - 1 done it, I (hall give a blow at. the root of your fyf- 
\ m I tern, by prefenting you with an extra A of the fe- 
cond Appendix, which is a pretty large Trcatife 
fullagamft Aktikomiamum. 

*« Thedefign of the following fiiccts," fays that 
•great Puritan divine, in the d.icourfe you fhould 
be glad wholly to transcribe, " is tofrcc the grace 
•of God from the dangerous errors, which fight 
.again ft it under its own colours:, to prevent the fe- 
«du£tion of fome that ftaggcr ; and to vindicate my 

flan to fave uncondit Anally by free grace the little flock of the 
elefi, and damn unconditionally by free wrath the immenfe herd 
of the reprobates) and with f tending near fix thoufand years in 
bringing about an irrefifttble decree, that the one ihailabfolutelv 
g* to heaven, let them do what they pleafe to be damned ; anil 
that the other (hall abfolutfcly go to hell, and be burnt there to all 
eternity, let ibem do what tbty can to be faved. 

i>W(a 
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own doftrine. The fcripture, forcfceing there 
would a rife fuch a fort of men in the church, as 
would zcax wanton againji Chrifr 9 and turn his graa 
into lafiivioufnefsy has not only prccautioned us in 
general to beware of fuch opinions, as corrupt the 
docii ine of free-grace : Jhall rve continue in Jin y thai 
grace may abound ? God forbid : but has rnarktc 
thole very opinions by which it would be ahufed 
and made abundant proviiion again ft them. A 
namely, (i) All vilifying cxpreflions of God' 
holy law, Rovu vii. (2) All opinions reclinin . 
men to tlie neglect of the duties of obedience 
under pretence of free-grace and liberty by Chriffc 
fa vi, ii. Miitt.- xxv. (3) All opinions ncglcfti.n 
idiichfication as the evidence ofjuiLHication, whic 
ii the principle fcopc of St. John's firfl epiiile." 

" Notwithihmding, fuch is the wickednefs cj 
feme, and weakmfs of others, that in all ages (e/ 
pecialiy in the lafl and prcfent) men have noto 
rioufly corrupted the doctrine of free-grace, to the 
great reproach of Chrift, fcandal of the world, and 
hardening of the enemies of the reformation. 
Behold (fays Contzen the Jefuit) the fruit of pro- 
t'jlantifm. and their go/pel preaching." 

ii The golpcl makes tin more odious than the law 
did, and dilcovers the punifliment of it in a more 
dreadful manner. For if the words fpoken by angels 
mas Jicdfaft, and every disobedience received a jit ft rt- 
iO'iipcnje of reward : hozo Jhall neefcape, if we n^glecf. 
J,) grtat falvation ? It fticws us our encouragements 
10 hoiinefs greater than ever ; and yet corrupt 
nature will 1H1J abufc it. . The more lufcious the 
food is, the more men arc apt to furfeit upon it." 

" This pcrvcrlion of free-grace is juftly charge- 
able both upon zoiched and good men. Wicked men 
corrupt it dcfignedly, that by entitling God to their 
fins, they might fin the more quietly. So the A7- 
colcitans. and lchool of Simon ; the Cnofiics, in the 
very dawning of gofpel light I and he that reads 
the preface of learned Mr. Calabers book, will 
find* that fome Antinomiansof our days are not 
much behind the vilcfl of them* One of them 

cries 
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cries out, Away with the law. it cuts off a man's l:\.<. 
and lh*n bids him walk. Another fays, 1 hat Ij 
Kan, by the Spirit, know him f if to bi in a ft ate of gran, 
though he commit murder, * God fees no fin in him." 

" But others + there arc, whole judgments arc 
unhappily tainted with thofe loofe doctrines ; yet 
being in the main, godly pcrfons, they dare not take 
Jibcrly to fin, or live in the neglect of known du- 
ties, though theirprinciplcs loo mttch incline that 
*v ay : but though they dare not, others will, who 
^mblhc corrupt notions from them : andthcre/ziuv/iii 
bitty of the authors will bo no antidote againfl the. 
danger ; but make the poifon operate the more 
powerfully* by receiving it in fucli a vehicle. Now 
*t is highly probable thefe men were charmed into 
thefe opinions upon fuch accounts as thefc." 

" Some of them might have felt in thcmfelves 
the anguilh of a perplexed confcicncc under fin, 
and not being able to live under the terrors of the 
law, might too haftily fnatch at fuch doclrines 
trhich promifc relief and cafe. (2) Others have 
been induced to efpoufe thefe opinions, from the 
excefsof their zeal againll the errors of the papifls. 
(3 Others have been fucked into thofe quick-lands 
ofantinomian errors, by fathering their own fan- 
cies upon the Holy Spirit. (4) And it is not un- 
like, but a comparative weaknefs of mind, meeting 
with a fervent zeal for Chrilr, may induce other* 
to efpoufe fuch taking and plaufible, though perni- 
cious doctrines." 

Let all good men beware of fuch opinions and 
cxprcflions, as give a handle to wicked men to 
Sibufe the grtt.ee of God, which haply the author 
hitniclf dares not do, and may llrongly hope others 
may not do : but if the principle will yield i% it 
is in vain to think corrupt nature will not catch at 
it, and make a vile ufe, and dangerous improve- 
ment of il !*' 

* This is, I fear, die very doctrine of your Fourth Letter, 
where s»n impenitent mm direr is jtprcfrntcd as compltte in 
Cbijt, &c. 

•f ll.f ir.v worthy opponent is exactly defcribed by Havel. 

li ' >'or 
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" Forcxample: If fuch a principle as this be af- 
fcrted before the world, That men need not fear, that 
tiny, or all the fi vt they commit, fli all do them any hurt ^ 
let the author warn and caution readers, [as the an- 
tincnuan || author of that expreflion has done] not 
to abufe this doclrinc, it is to no purpofe : the 
doclrinchfclf is full of dangerous consequents, anc 
wicked men have the bed \W\\ to draw them fortL- 
to cherifh their lufts. That which the autho 
might d fignfor the relief of the dijirejlcd, quickly 
turns into poifon in the bowels of the wickec3 
Nor can we excufe it, by faying, any gofpcl trut 
may be thus ahafed : for this is none of that nunra 
bcr, but a principle that gives offence to the godlw 
and encouragement to the ungodly. And fo rauc 
as to the rife and occafion of antinomian errors.' * 
II, " Let us view next, fomc of the chief crro"*' 
of Antinomians. (1) Some make juftification to fc> 
an eternal acl: of God. and affirm, that the ele^ 
w ere ju (lifted before thcworld had a being — Others 
that they were juftified at the time of Chrift's 
death : with thefe Dr. Crifp harmonizes. (2) That 
juflificationby faith is no more but amanifeflation 
to us, of what was done before we had a being. 

(3) That men ought not toqucflion whether they 
bclie\e or no. S alt m. on free grace, p. 92. qfr 

(4) That believers are rot bound to mourn for fin 
becaufc it was pardoned before .t was committed; 
and pardoned fin is no fin. Eaton's honeycomb of 
jttflifcatirn^ p. 4. 6. (5) That God fees no fin in be- 
lievers, whatfocver finj> th'.y commit. (6) That 
God is not angry with the elect, and that to fay he 
fniitr* them for their iir.s. is an injurious reflec- 
tion upon his jufticc. Th ; s is avouched generally 
in t.ll their writings. (7) That by God's laying our 
iniquities upon Chrilr., he became as coinplcatly 

* My worthy opponent lias p-iblicly advanced, not »,nly 
iV.Jt fin, even adultery and murder, does not hurt the pleafant 
children, but that it even K0 r * 4 Jet our «oon. 

|| Dr. Crifj), who was pnbli-lv cr.Iltd an Artinoniav by the 
Puritans, and his tenets h<y* t ccr>uj.t, and p.-'utiicuj dcttrincs. 
antii.cziian dota* m, &c« 

f;nfu\ 
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finful as we. and we as compleatly righteous as 
Chrift. Dr. Cri/p, p. 1170. [$) That no fin c:::ti 
do believers any hurt, nor muff they do any duty 
for their (5wn falvation. (9) That the new cove- 
nant is not made properly with us, but with Lhriih 
for us; and that this covenant is all of it apro- 
mife, having no condition un our parr. They 
clo absolutely deny, that faith, repentance, and 
obedience are conditions in the new covenant ; 
out fay, they arc no conditions on our fide, but 
CJhrifl's, and that he lcpcnled, believed, and 
obeyed for us. SultmarJIi on J'ree grace, p. 126. 
f 10} They fpeak very ilightly of trying ourfclves 
oy marks and iigns of grace ; Saltmarjh calls it a 
low, carnal way ; but the Hcw-England Antino- 
mians call it a fundamental error, to make fancti- 
fication an evidence of juftification : they fay, that 
the darker our fanctification is, the brignter is our 
juftification." 

" I look upon fuch do&rines to be of a very 
dangerous nature, and their malignity and con»» 
tagion would certainly fpread much farther than 
it does, had not God provided two powerful 
antidotes. 

" ( 1) The fcope and current of the fcriptures. 
They fpeak of the ele&as children of wrath during 
■their unregenerate ftate. They frequently difcovcr 
God's anger, and tell us, his cailigatory rods are 
laid upon them for their fins. They reprcientlin 
as the greateft evil ; mojt oppojlte to the j^lory of 
God And good of his faints. They call the faints to 
mourn for their fins, &c. They put the people of 
God to the trial of their intercft in Chrift, by 
iigns and marks from the divers branches of fanc- 
tification. They infer duties from privileges ; and 
therefore the antinomian dialocl is a wild note, 
which the generality of fcrious chriftians docaiily 
diflinguifh from the frripture language." 

*« (2) The experience and practice of the faints 
greatly fecure us from the fpicading malignity of 
Antinomianifm, TJicv acknowledge, that before 
their conversion they were casual in fin and mifery 
K 2 with 



( 5* ) 



Villi the vilcfl wretches in the world. They feat 
nothing more than fin. They arc not only fenfiblc 
that God lees fin in -them, but they admire his pa- 
tience, that they are not confirmed for it. They 
urge his commands and threatenings, as, well as 
jM omifcSj upon their own hearts, to promote fancli- 
fication. They excite themfclvcs to duty and 
watchfulncfs againfl fin. They encourage them- 
fclvcs by the rewards of obedience, knowing their 
labour is not in vain in the Lord* And he that {hall 
tell them, " their fins can do them no hurt, or their 
duties no good," fpeaks to them not only as a bar- 
barian, but in fuch a language as their fouls abhor* 
The zeal and love of Chrifl being kindledin their 
fouls, they have no patience to hear fuch do&rines 
as fo greatly derogate from his glory, under a pre- 
tence of honouring and exalting him. It wounds 
and grieves their very hearts to fee the world har- 
dened in their prejudices againfl reformation, and 
a gap opened to all liccntioufnefs. But notwiths- 
tanding this double antidote, we find, by daily 
experience, fuch doftrines too much obtaining in 
the profe fling world, Tantum religio fuadere ma* 
lorum." 

" For my own part, he that fearchethmy heart 
is witnefs, 1 would rather chufe to have my right 
hand wither, and my tongue rot within my mouth, 
than to (peak one word, or write one line, to 
cloud the free grace of God. Let it arife andfhine 
in its meridian glory. None owes more to it, or 
expc&s more from it than I do ; and what 1 write « 
in this controvcrfy is to vindicate it fiom I hole 
opinions, which, under pretence of exalting it, do 
Teally militate againfl it." 

Then follows a prolix refutation of the above- 
mcntionedantinomian errors, inoll of which neccf- ' 
farily flow from your fecond and fourth letters. 
When our pious author attacks them as a difciple 
of St. James, he carries all before him : but when 
he encounters them as an admirer of Calvin, his 
hands hang down, Amalcck prevails, and a IhrcMfd 

logician 
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logician could, without any magical power, force 
him to confefs, that moft of the errors which he 
fo juftly oppofes, arc the natural confluences of 
unconditional election, particular redemption, ine- 
JijtibU grace, Caloinian imputation of righrcouf'icfs 
to impenitent murders, tfi2 infaHi'de. perfe.-erance 
of believers who defile their fathers beds, and, in a 
word, Salvation Jinijhed for all the pL*af.mt chil- 
dren, " who go on frowardly in the way of their 
own heart. Thus it would appear that ddviiiifm 
is u the *-f«Tc» 4""'o°«9 to u * e M r * F livd" $ words, 
the radical and prolific error from zokich mojh of the 
reft arc/pawned." 

He concludes, his Anti-Crifpian trcatife by the 
following truly chriftian paragraph : " I call the. 
Searcher of hearts to witnefs, that I have not inter- 
meddled with this controvcrfy of Antinomianifin, 
out of any delight I take in polemic iludies, or an 
unpcaccablc contradicting humour, but out of 
pure zeal for the glory and truths of God, for the 
vindication and defence whereof, I have been 
neceffhrify engaged therein. And having difcharged 
iny duty thus far, I now refolve to return, if 
God permit me, to my much more agreeable flu- 
dies ; {till maintaining my chriilian charity for 
thofe whom I oppofc- ; not doubting but I (h all 
meet thofe in he aven, from whom 1 am forced in 
lefler things to diffent upon earth." 

While my heart is warmed by the love which 
breathes through the laft words of Mr. 1'lavcUs 
book, permit me to tell you, that I cordially adopt 
them with refpect to dear Mr. SliirUy andyourfclf, 
hoping that if you think yourfeif obliged" to cut" 
off all intercourfe and friend (hip with me" upon 
earth, on account of what you are pleafed to tall 
xny diftn*enuity and ip'o/'i per verfions, you will glad y 
afcribe to the Lamb of God a common falvation 
truly nnifhed in heaven, together with, 
Honoured and dear Sir, 
Your molt obedient Servant in the pure 

gofpelof St. jfam.s, J. F, 
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LETTER V. 

To Richard Hill, Efq* 
Honoured and dear Sir, 



I Have hitherto endeavoured to fhew, that t 
exploded do&rine of a fecond juftification 
works, [i. e. hy the evidence or inftrumenrali 
of works,] in the day of judgment, is fcriptur; 
con Ton ant to the do&rine of our Church, and i 
rcc*llv or indireclly maintained, as by yourfelf, 
by all Anti Crifpian Puritan divines, whencv 
they regard St. james's-holy ioclrine more th 
Calvin's peculiar opinions. I {hall now anfwe 
moft important queftion, which you propofe abc 
it, p. 149. You introduce it by thcte words : 

" You cannot f ippofe that when Mr, Shir 
("aid, Ble/fed he God, rather Mr. Wejlcy, r, or any of 
PrtGihrrs (Mr. Olivers excepted J hold \ second ji 
tification by work*, he intended to exclu 
rood works in an evidential fenfe." Indeed, S 
I did fuppofc it •, nor can I to this moment cc 
ceive, how Mr. Shirley could lean toward* Cal 
nifm, if he were fettled in St. James's do&rinc 
juftification by the evidence of works. Y 
proceed : 

" Neither Mr. Shirley, nor I, nor any Calvir 
that I ever heard of, deny that a fmncr is dec 
rativcly juftified by works, both here and at I 
day of judgment." You aflonifh me, honoui 
Sif : why then do you. at the endof this very] 
fagraph, find fault with me for faying, that it w i 
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ft absur d in a man, fct on the left hand as a *e- 
elliols subject of our heavenly King, to plead 
he works of Chrifl, when his own works arc 
:alled for as the only evidences according to which 
he muft be juflificd or condemned ? Why do you 
cry out, in the fifth letter of your Review, u 
flocking to tell / Ilorrefco referent, " Sec. — Why do 
fomany Calvinifls fhuddcr with horror, bccaule I 
have reprefented our Lord as condemning by the 
evidence of works, [agreeably to his own exprci's 
doclrinc, Matt. xxv.J a practical Antinomian. a 
canting apoftate. who had no good works to oe 
dularativcly jufti/ied by in the day of judgment ? 
Why do you maintain, that when David com- 
mitted adultery and murder, he was juflified from 
all things, his fins pafi, prefent, and to tome, wen 
for ever ana for ever canceU:d f And why do you 
[?• 7°) ca ^ mt *' a fo'de. that bites the Calvinifi mi- 
lifers, becaufe I have expofed the Antinomianilm 
)f thofc preachers, who fetting afide Chrifl's 
loclrine of juflincation by the evidence of works 
nthe laftday, give thoufands to undcrfland, that 
hey fhall the*ibe ab» ndantly juflificd by righteouf- 
efs imfuted 'm Calvin's way, and by nothing clfc ? 
ou go on : 

" Therefore, I fay, If you utterly difclaim all 
uman works, as the procuring, meritorious caufe 
f juflincation, what need was theic of addrcfling 
4r. Shirley as you have done ? Yea, what need 
/as there of your making this point a matter of 
ontrovcrfy at all ? Wc are quite agreed, both as 
3 the exprcflion, and as to the meaning of it.*' 

Are wc indeed quite agreed both as to the expreffion 
f a fecond juflincation by works in the day of 
jdgment, and as to the meaning of it, to whica I 
mccmorc fct my foal, viz. that we fliall be juflificd, 
\ot by the merit, but by the evidence of woaks. What 
. pity is it then, dear Sir, that you did not find this 
nit, till you came to the 149th pa^c of your book ! 
it would probably have faved yo>i the trouble of 
writing it, and me the thanklefs office of cxpoling 
it. However, it is but right, I fhould rc<j utcyour 

candid 
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candid concoffion, by anfwcring your imp 
queftion ; " What need was there of makin 
faint, (of juftification by the evidence of ^ 
in the day of judgment) a matter of controvt 
all?" I will ingenuoufly tell you: I. warn 
immoveable point to fix my engine upon, in 
to thiow down your great Diana, and pull 1 
the roots the immenfc tree of antinomian \ 
ledge. And now you have fo fully and rep< 
ly gained me the firm point which I defireo 
mit me, honoured Sir, to throw my felf at you 
to return you thanks, and tell you, that y< 
the happy prifoner of the truth which I i 
catc. 

" What do you mean -What you lift! 
peel:, dear Sir, and whut I think you cannot 
bly avoid. Yes, whether you will or no, I 
ferve a friendly warrant, and " young ignor; 
arrefts you in the name of Englijh Logic, to 
you publicly fubferibe to the Anti-Crifpian 
pofitions, which your Benedicline monk has i 
traduced. — i; I will never do it : I am rca 
offer myfelf among the foremoft of thoje trut 
tejtants* who could have burned again/1 the dotlr 
afecond jufiif cation by works.'' — Well then 
nourcd Sir, you fliall go, not to the flake nca 
UoL College, but to the ground and pillar oft 
and that you may not make a neediefs refift 
I humbly prefume to bind you before all the 
did andjudicious Calvinifls in England* witl 
following necessary confequences of a capita] 
trine, which, you tell us, " was never denied 
by Mr. SLirley, or yourfdf, or any Calvinift yoi 
heard of." 

If we are "jujlificd by works, i. e. by the evi 
of works, both here and at the day of judging, 
follows, fi) That Mr. Weflcy's doctrine 
refpc cl to man*s faith fulnefs in good works is 1 
and that, if a man (Judas for in fiance) is not j 
ful in ike unriglUeous Mammon, God will not gii 
the true riches of glory. Though he ihould 
have had faith enough to leave all and follow C 
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his Jliip-ioreckcd faith* funk h" bad works, will pro- 
fit him nothing ; he fhall as furcly be condemned 
bv the evidence of his unfaithfuhufs, as ever an 
highwayman was condemned, upon the fullcffc 
.evidence, that he had robbed upon the high- 
way. 

I (2) The fecond proportion of the Minutes alfo 
I ibnds now upon an immoveable bafis. Every hi- 
I lieoer till he comes to glory works for, as well as from 
> /t/c,(incc his works will appear as witnelfes for 
or again ft him at the day of judgment, and life or 
death will be the certain confeqtienccs of their 
' depofition. 

: * (3) The third proportion of the Minutes now 
ftines like the meridian fun after an ecliple. No- 
thing is morefalfe than the maxim, that a man is to 
do nothing in order tojuftifieation. either at conver- 
V fion, or in the laft day. For the work of faith un- 
doubtedly takes place in the day of converlion, 
,: b agreeable to thofe words of St. Paul, We have be- 
y * lined that toe muft bejuftifed. And, if even Cal- 
J vinifts grant, that a hnncr is "juftified by the 
I evidence of works both here and at the day of 
I judgment," it is indubitable, that he muft provide 
I that evidence, as there is opportunity, and that, 
I if even an apoftle provides it not, he (hall, not- 
f withftanding his election, increafc the number of 
, thofe practical Antinomians, whofc condemnation 
[ I havedefcribed, 2 Check, p. 97. Hence appears 
I alfo the error couched under the unguarded pro- 
portion which you advance, 'p. 12.) " In the 
*Et of juftijication we a firm, good works have no 
plate y* for the good work of faith has the impor- 
tant place of an instrument, when we are juftified 
at our convcrfion : and the good work of love will 
have the place of the chief witnefs, by whofe 
depofition we fhall be jtiftijied in the great 
day. 

You indeed produce the words of our Church, 
The thief did believe only, and the merciful God jujii- 
jied him ; but they make againft you, for they inti- 
mate, that the work of faith was previous to his 

juftificatiou. 
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• u'Lfic. : <-.n. \nd that he was not faved witho*i 
7ii.r!.<i. {\r'(t'y fpr?kinj;, although he _ was favcz 
wiil oi't the ,nerit of works, I prove by your quo 
tai ion from liilhop Cvwpcr, Ju/iifyi ng faith, xahercd) 
we arc faced, cannot ^ without works: and by 
thefo \\-or Is of St. ja.'tws, and the Rev. Mr. Madan, 
adapted to the piefent cafe. Could "faith foot 
him ? i. e. fmh a frith as hath not works, or if 
vof productive of the fruits of the Spirit in the heart 
and lift- f Is ti>is fating faith f Certainly not'* 
When our Church fays,, that he zcent to hearten 
without worst, fhc means without the outward 
works which, pharifces trult to, fuch as receiving 
the facraments, going to the temple, and giving 
alms : or (he gioUiy contradicts St. James, Bifhcp 
Cowp*r, Mr. Madan, and hcrfelf. therefore, not- 
withstanding all you have advanced, even the 
penitent thief's experience, who, as our church 
fays, fliould have lost his falvation, and confe- 
que* tly his jultification and election, if he hoi 
lived, and not regarded the works of faith, is " a for- 
midable rampart" for, not againft St. James's un- 
dented religion. Again, 

(4) When, in the Review of the whole affair^ 
Mr. Wefley lays, that he who now believes in Chrifi 
with a loving, obedient heart, is now. accepted of Goa 
what does he f«y more than yoii, and your fa 
vouritc Bilhop, who tells us, t p. 12.) Thatjuftify 
ing faith, whereby we are faved. can not be nit horn 
good works : for faith worketh by love ? Does it no 
evidently follow, from your own, as well as Ml 
Wefiey's propohlion, that while the inccftuou 
Corinthian defiled his father's bed, his living, Jul 
tifying father's bed, his living, justifying faith ha 
degenerated into a dead, devilifh faith? Agreeab! 
to that evangelically-legal proportion of Mr 
Madan, If wy faith does not produce the proper fruit 
it is no better than the devil's faith : whence it n- 
ccflarily follows, that the devil's faith is juftifyin 
cr that the Corinthian backflider wascondemnec 
and confeque tly. that Calvinifmand Antinomi 
nifm, the grand pillars of defiled religion, a 
two biokcn roods. (e) 
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(5) It is now an indubitable truth, that a 
fwtn heathen, who nc cr heard \lw name of 
Chrift, and nevcrthclcfs f'areih Gj:1 and work* 
cth ri*hteoufn?ft arcordinj to hi< lijit. is a>.* r^ltd 
of lam: for, if he pcrfevcres, he will b.*: jm'l ilicd 
in the laft day by the evident c of his works of righ- 
tcoufnefs ; and ho is now j iflik -d by iti/lru- 
mtntdity of his faith in the light of his diijjciifati- 
on ; for this light, when we receive it by faith, 
(if we may believe thofe cxccll nt my flics* St. 
John and St. Paid) is Chrift in us, the ho[n of %lory % 
John i. 5. 9. Col. i. 27. E >h. iii. 17. and v. 14. 

(6) Korean vou now jufllv refufc to clear Mr. 
Vujlry of the charge of h:rcfy y became lie lay ^ Sal- 
vation is not by the. merit of works, hut hy rvr»'\s as a 
condition ; for in the prelent cafe, where is the 
difFercnce between tl^e word e v 1 1> r n c e , which 

• The word myjliafm, like the word cnthafnfm, may be ufed 
ioigoodora bad fenfe. Iain no moie aih med of the trufc 
*jjlics 9 i. e. thofe who fath'» n ihe deep mylb rics or inward 
religion; than of the true et:t ! nifiiifis % iho\c who an really in'.pirrd 
by the grace and love of (rod. When 1 laid, that Solon.cn v»u;> ihe 
great Jewilh nyjlic, I took the word myftsc in a {rood f. r.fo : it" 
ill art m>Jlics wh> preach Chrijl in us, and Chrift the ligrtoftLc 
fr«/t/, (as youintimotr in your five lean v I alliim, th;;t St. P.iul 
and St. John arc two of the g-eatell m> flics in t'jc wo. Id. And 
when 1 intimated, (hat Sofoinon'& Son-; is a m\jl : cal look, and 
that the Rev. Mr. Romaine lias given us a layjlu'ai. a.id in general 
edifying explanation of the 107th Pt Mm ; I no more infultcd 
thofe good mcu, than our Chi-cn teflcch upon our Lord when 
flic fays, th^t *« matrimony r-p cunts t » us the myflicid union 
between Chrift and his Cmrch." If Mr. Wcjley :as fpoken 
Igainit w\JlicifiHi it is undoubtedly againtt that wii ch is wild and 
Unfcriptural ; for he has fhewu his approbation of ra.ional and 
triptural myfticifm, by uublir.un^ very idi.\mg cxt»;6s from 
Ihe works of the great Gcruin and Eugijjh inyfti-s, AV/./.V and 
Mr. Law- P«-i stilt me to recoMimend to %ou. what Mr //.;?; 'V, 
l clergyman whom you hive quoted with honour, has wiiaen 
in defence of the tny!tics, and 10 remind you, tnai abroad, tiufc 
who go a 1 ill If dcep.T intoinw.«rd chriltianity th m tin* ■leii.v.ii.tv 
of thtit neighbour, are tailed pirtijls, or u:\fi >cu co nmoniy 
at they arc cull-.'d mrt'tjd'jti in E-c/auJ. On tti p*.-ct\iin£ 
KcoimJs I hop , ihaf when Mr. il'tflcy or Mr. S':ir!:y lhail a jam 
condemn inyiii.- i!:i.. they wil. part:c«h»l> nb'crvc, tii-t it. 
is only uulcripturai and irrdtiouul myiiicif.il which they ex- 
plode. 

you 
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ynu life, with Dr. Guife. Mr. Wejley, and mc;?i 
the word condi r ion. which Mr. tl'ejley ufes. ai 
our C hinch, and moil of the Puritan divines? A 
example will enforce my appeal to your candoi 
\ou fit upon the bench as a magiftrate, and a pi 
ibner Hands at the bar : you fay to him : " c 
arc charged with calumny, forgery, and grc 
pcrvcrhons ; but you {hall be acquitted, on co: 
dition that fomc of your reputable neighbou 
give you a good character." A lawyer chccl 
you for ufing the trcafonable word conditio 
infixing you mud fay, that the prifoncr fhall I 
acquitted, or condemned, according to the ev 
pence wjiich his creditable neighbours will giv 
of his good behaviour. You turn to the bar, am 
fay, " Prifoncr, did you ur.dcrftancl me Yes 
Sir. replies he, as wcli as the gentleman who ftop* 
vour honour. That is enough, fay you, let us not 
ci finite about words : I am pcrfuaded. the court 
itnclcrftands, we all mean, that the acquittal or 
condemnation of the prifoncr will entirely turn 
ur.on the depofition of proper witnettos. 

\?) With regard to the word Merit, I hope out 
contiovcrfy is at an end : for Mr. ll'efiey and I, or 
to fpeak your own language, Old Mordecai and 
yevng ignorance, freely giant what Bifhop Hopkins 
"and you aficrt, ( Review. p. 42.) namely, that t: In 
all proper merit there mull he an equivalence, or 
at lcaft a proportion of worth between the work 
and the reward; — and that the obedience we per- 
form cannot be faid, without a grand improprie- 
ty, to merit any reward from God." But, you 
mull alfo grant us, that if our Lord, fpcaking after 
the manner of men, by a grand + catachrefis, a very 
c ondefcending impropriety, frequently ufes the 
word meriting ox defer jing, we may without hcreiy 
life it after him. 

Should you afk me, how I can prove that out 
Lord ever ulcd it ; I reply, that if he ufed agaitf* 

t A fitKTf of fpeech which ronfifli in ufing a void in a* 1 
:V'»,/rr : as when unfaithful miuifttis arc called dogs \kt& 
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and again words an fwc ring to it as face nnfwcr*»o 
face in a glafs, it is jufl as if he had ufed the Lh? f - 
bjkword merit, or Mr. Wrjley's Latin word merit v v. : 
audio prove that he did fo, I appeal to the fir ft 
Greek lexicon you will meet with. I fuppofc it 
is that of Schrevetius, becaufc it is the molt com- 
mon all Europe over. Look for mcreor [ to merit or 
deftrve] and you will find that the correfpondent 
Ored'iSf /*wSoi> Qtpuv, literally, to carry a reward and 
«£m s»a»> to be worthy : anfwers to merit um 
rif; and to mtrito, def'crvedly, or according to 
one's merit. 

To prove therefore that our Lord did not fcru- 
ple to ufcthe word merit in an imp Ropta / .>//.•. I 
need only prove that he did not fcruple applying 
the words po-So^and ahz;, to man. Take iornc in- 
ftances of both. 

fi) Matt. xx. 8.- Gin them rot pi&o*, their hir\ 
Or reward. And again, Matt. v. 12, Your rtxvjrJ 
(f*K$o;) is great in heaven, Sec, Ilonco thcapoflie 
calls God (piaSunco-r,?) the RcrcarJtr : and Mof.: 
isfaid to look to (yAcSuv ocoaiaf) the >o' rh:p*'<:/e oj re- 
U'ard, Heb. xi. 6. 26. And the word > i:ohi jt* t 
the* be flowing of a reward, as much a*:fuci6 to il t <'. 
Word ^irSofopa, the carrying of a rcwaid, ow.rit % 
as the relative words which necellarily fupj-oie 
one another. lie therefore, that ufc.s the fo;:u»T 
without fcruplc, makes himfelf quite 1 sMicuIous 
before unprejudiced people, if he fcruplcs 11 li :?<r 
the latter ; much more if he thinks the doing it is 
l dreadful herefy. 

(2) As for the other word («|»o?) meriting, defrv* 
i% or worthy, it is as fcriptural as any woid in 
the Bible. You find ii ufed both in a proper, and 
an improper i'enfc in the following fenpturrs : ( 1 ) 
In a proper fenfe : The labourer is worthy or. ur 
Merits his hire, Luke x. 7. Worthy or observ- 
ing Jtripet, Luke xii. 48. W o r th y of, or m e r 1 t- 
death, Acts xxi. 11. They have Jhed the 
^'Miof thy fuinls, and thon hafi ph'tn than t'-ljod to 
d' .'/? v . fo r th o' are worthy ; that ; s. thev MKRir, 
tijey ops* r V2 it, Rev. xvi. 6. (2; In an iin proper 
J* 1 '/') .vhich you xcprcfc:»t as heretical. Thy jh-Jl 
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walk tuith mc in xoh ite, for they are worthy, Rc\-; 
iii. 4. Enquire, who is worthy, Matt. x. 11 
Worthy of me, Matt. x. 37. They that were bicz 
den were not worthy, Matt. xxii. 8. Worth 
to efcapt thefe things, Luke xxi. 36. worthy to obta^ 
that wordy Luke xx. 35. &c. &c. 

In all thefe patfages the original word is alias 
worthy, meriting, or deferving. Biftiop Cowptr thei — 
fore, whom you quote in your five letters, p. 2— 
fpoke with uncommon rafhnefs when he fai 
" 7»«?i led by the Jpirit of Jfefus, did ever ufe t*~ 
word of merit," [i. e. a|*oj " as applying 

man : it is the proud fpeech of Antuhrift. Search ^ 
fcriptures* and ye fhall fee that none of all thqfe zt-^ 
fpeah by divine infpiration, did ever vfe it : yea, ^ 
godly fathers always abhorred it. 11 What! The ^ 
cred writers " never uicd the word a|io$ nvoct 2 
"The godly fathers always abhored ,, an exprefli« 
which the Holy Ghoft lo frequently makes ufe o ^ 
Chrift himfclf " fpoke by the proud fpirit of An 
tichrift !" When I fee fuch camels obtruded upon 
the Church, and fwallowed down by thoufands as 
glib truth, I am cut to the heart, and in a pang of 
forrow and fhamc groan, " From fuch divinity, 
good Lord, deliver me, my worthy opponent, and 
all real proteftants !" 

To this Mr. Rowland Hill anfwers before-hand, 
in his Friendly Remarks, p. 28. This is, " a bad 
criticifm upon, tlic word a|*o? which more properly 
means meet or fit." Now, Sir, to your tar* afler- 
tion I oppofe. (1 ) All the Greek lexicons. ( 2vJ The 
tcftimony of Beza, Calvin's iucccuor, who, (peak- 
ing of the word .a&ov fays, "It is properly ufed 
of that which is of equal weight and importance. 
(§) The tcftimony oi Leigh, another learned Cal- 
vinift, who, in his Critica Sacra, fays, " «fio> has 
its name from uyut, a trahendo : quae prepon- 
derant, lanccm attrahunt ; and is a metaphor taken 
from balances, when one fcale doth counterpoize 
another." And fpeaking of a^ou, a word derived 
from at|io?, he adds, " It fignifieth, when either 
reward or punifliment is given according to the pro- 

portion 
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portion of merit." And this he proves, by i 
i'im. v. 17, Let tliecldes that rule will. /'„• . .»;.'• i 
Worthy of doublt honour— ¥ or the frifinrefay^ 
the labour tr is worthy of hit reward. 

When I fee learned Calviniifcs forced to gra-t 
all wc contend for. I wifh that no l':oL-:itjnt may 
any longer cxpofe his prejudice. In denvi'^j v/hrt 
is abfolutely undeniable, viz. That Chrift and hi* 
Apoflles aflert, fomcmcnmir/l or jr.* ^vV.vv ofic- 
ivards. Taking care, therefore, newi to fix to 
thofe fcriptural words the idea of pkopfr zrorthi- 
wc/r, avmerit of condignity. let 11 ; *io longer fight 
againft Chrift, by laying, they arc in ? ■ f*f: wor- 
thy, whom Chrift hiinfclf makes, an u i r, ;?ncl 'alls 
Worthy ; yea, whom he glorioMfly riirard* as 
fuch. 

(8j As for this mode ft proportion of ;!:c Mi- 
nutes, It is a doubt, if God jn fifes any vnc that nevtr 
did fear him and work righteovfti'fs, it /lands now 
established by your conccflions, not as matter of 
doubt, but as matter of fadl, if we fpeak of j uni- 
fication in the hour of convcrfion. 01 in the clay of 
judgment. For with refpeel to the former, you 
juftly obferve, (p. 12) that the faith thereby we 
arefaved, and confequently jullificd, cannot It 
without good works : and with regard to the latter, 
you fay, p. 149, What need is there i f making our juj- 
tijication by the evidence of works in the day of judg- 
ment, a matter of controverfy at all? We are quite 
agreed, that a ftnner is declaratively jujlifed ^works. 
Wow, honoured Sir, if he is juflified by works, it is 
undoubtedly by works of righteousness ; unlcfs 
it could be proved, that he may be juflified by 
works of unrighteousness, by adultery and 
murder. 

(9) It islikcwife evident from your own concef- 
fiong, that talking of a juflif-:d or a hnflifed flats 
without paying a due regard to good works, tends 
tomijleadmen, and actually miileads thoufands. If 
fodas, for inflance, when he neglected good work s, 
which are the mark of our firll. and the infrument 
of our fecond ju unification, trufled to what was done 
* B the moment in which he was effectually called to 
¥ 2 iccrofc 
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leave all and follow Jefns, he grofsly deceived him- 
fcif : or, if he depended upon imputed rightcouf- 
nefs, when he neglected pcifonal holinefs, he built 
upon the loofcft land. 

The feafonahlencfs of Mr. Wcfley's caution in ■ 
this id perl will ftrike you, honoured Sir, if you 
caft your eyes upon|thc numbers of fallen believers, . 
who once, like obedient Judas, left all to follow 
Chrift ; but. having rcfumcd their befetting fin, 
like the apollolic traitor, now fell their Saviour 
and ejection, perhaps for a lcls valuable confider- 
ation than he did. However they were once in a 
jultitied and fan&ificd flare, and Mr. Hill tells 
them, that in the aEL of j unification good works have 
vg place, and infmuates, that adulterers and mur- 
derers may be in the winter feafon of a fanclificd ,j 
itate ; therefore they reasonably conclude, that / 
they arc (till ju (lifted and fan&ified. Thus they 
live, and if God does not fend them an honed A r a- ! 
than, or if when he comes, they (lop their ears, 
and cry out Hercfy ! thus like Judas they will die. 

(10) With refpeft to the laft claufe of the Mi- 
nutes, you muft acknowledge, that we are every mo- 
ment pleafing or difpleafng to God, according to the 
whole of our inward tempers and outward behaviour : j 
or, to clothe Mr. IVeJley's do&iine in words in ■ 
which you agree with me ; you muft confefs, that, \ 

" As we may die every hour and every moment, 
we are liable to be every hour and every moment juf- ' 
tifed, or condemned, by the evidence of our * works.'* 
This is evident, if you coniidcr St. Paul's words, 
Without faith it is impoffible to please God : and if * 
you do not recant what you fay, Review, p. 12, * 
Ju ftify in g faith [the faith by which wcpleafeGod'] 
cannot be with jut good works. You muft therefore' 
prove, that adultery, treachery . and murder are 
good works, and by that means openly plead for 
Belial, Baal, and Beelzebub : or you mult grant, 

* The reader i« once more defired to remember, that by workt 
we undeiftand not only the works of'thc tongue and fnnds. i. e. 
words and actions ; but alfo, and chicflv, th** works of the mind 
and heart, thai is, though is, ddircs, and tempers. 

that 
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that when David committed thofc crimes, he had 
not juftifying faith, and confcqucntly did not pleaft 
Coa. And the moment you grant this, you let 
your feal to the laft propoPttio.i of the Minutes, 
which you efteem mojt contrary, and I entirely 
agreeable, to found dofclrine*. 

Having thus, by the help of your own conccf- 
fions, once more removed the iock of offence, 
under which you try to crufh the feaibnahle ram- 
part of St. James's undented religion, which we 
call the Minutes, I leave you to co?ilidcr how much 
%Lr»JVefley has been mifundcr flood, and how much 
the truth of thegofpcl has been let at nought. 

I am, 

Honoured and dear Sir, 
Yours, &c. 



IETTER 



LETTER VI.. 



To Richard Hi Lx, Ef<j;. 



Honoured and dear Sir,. 

WHILE my engine, common fenfe, ftandsyer 
firm upon the point of our judication by 
the evidence works, which you have fo fully 
granted mc, permit me to level it a moment at the 
bafis of the main pillars, which fupport Antino-- 
mianifm and Calvinifm. 

(1) If righteous Lot had died when he repeated! 
the crimes of drunkennefs and inceft, his jufliH- 
cation would have been turned into condemnation ; 
according to St. Paa/Vplain rule. If thru be a brea- 
ker of the lazL\ thy circumcifion is made uncircumcifumi 
for neither the holy God, nor any virtuous man, 
can poflibly juftify a firmer upon the evidence of 
druvkenvefs and ince/t. 

(2) If old Solomon, doating upon heathenifh' 
young women, and led away by them into abomi- 
nable idolatries, had died before he was brought 
again to repentance ; he could never have fee.*/, 
the kingdom of God : — he fliould have perifliej; 
in his fin; unlefs Geneva logic can make it appear, 
in dire 61 oppofition to the word of God, that the 
impenitent fhall not perifti, and that idolaters fhall 
inherit the kingdom of God, Luke xiii. 3. and * 
Cor. vi. 9. 

(3) Ifthe incefluous Corinthian had been cut off 
while he do filed his father's bed, the juftification 
• ;,mtcdhim at his iirfl convcriion, farfrom laving 

hini 
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him in the day of judgment, v*o-& : c- aggra- 
vated his condemnation, ana \ '.imto be? 
counted worthy of a much ftvrrer pu\ij" ••„.• ///, than if 
he never had known the way oj ri 6 hu >fntf —never 
been juftified : utile Cs you can prove, that Chrift 
would have acquitted him upon the horrid evidence 
of apoftafy and incelf., which appears to me as 
difficult a talk, as to prove that Clink and Belial 
are one and the fame filthy god. 

(4) If David and Bathfieba had been run through 
•fey Uriah, as Zimri and Cojli were by Phincds ; and 
if they had died in their flagrant wickednefs ; no' 
previous j uftification, no calvinian imputation or 
righteoufnefs, would have fecured thcirjuftificati- 
.. on in the laft day. For, upon the evidence of 

k V adultery and premeditated murder, they would 
fallibly l^ave been condemned ; according to 
thofe awful words of our Lord, / come quickly to 

► give every man (here is no exception for the 
plcafant children) according as his work fa all be, not 
according as my work has been. Biffed are they 
that do his commandments, that they may enter in 
through the gates into the city \for without are dogs 9 

VHOJREMONGERS, and MURDERERS, RcY. XXii. 12, 

f Should you fay, honoured Sir, It is provided in 
tJie decree of abfolute election that adulterers, 
who once walked with God, ihall not die till they 
; have repented; (i) I demand proof that there 
ever was fuch a decree* In the fecond pfalm, in- 
j^ideed, I read about God's decree, for it implies 
f£ general redemption and conditional cleftion. I 
' i-zuill declare the decree ; Thou art my Son j I wilt 
' '^ive thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the utmost parts of the earth for thy pojfeffion.* ■ ■■ 
;~ JKiJs the So7i 9 left he be angry , and ye per ijh from the 
■" rv ay. 

(a) This evaiion is founded upon a moft ab- 
furd fuppofition, which fows pillows to the arms 
of backfliders and apoflates, by promt Ting them 
immortality if they perfevcre in fin. But letting 
. afidc the abfurdity of fuppofing, that old Solomon, 

for 



for example,might have kef t hi mfclf alive till 
by afliduoufly worfhipping AJhtaroth ; or, w 
Is the fame, that he might have put off deat 
putting off repentance, becaufe he could nc 
till he had repented: I afk, where is this ill 
gofpel written ? Certainly not in the Old I 
jnent ; for God afks there with zndigna 
When the righteous turneth away from his right 
nefs, and commit teth iniquity , shall he live- ? 
in hit Jin that he has Jinncd shall he ble, E 
xviii. 24. Much lefs in the New, where C 
protefts, that he will fpue lukc-warm believer 
*f his mouth, and that every branch in him n 
bears not fruit, Jhall be taken away } or cut off , 
awful threatening this, which was executed € 
upon one of the twelve ApofUes ; for our I 
himfelf fays, Thofe that thou cavest me I have / 
and none of them, is lost but Judas, who 
finally, fince he died in the very act of felf-mur 
and is particularly called the foil of perdition. 

But granting you, that left Lot, David, and i. 
mon fhouldbe eondemned by works in the da 1 
judgment, they were to be immortal till they 
pmted and did their frfl works 1 , this very fup 
fition indicates, that till they repented they w 
fons of perdition, according to that folcmn 
claration of Truth manifejl in the JleJJi, Except yt 
pent, ye Jliall all v er isH. 

As if you were aware of this difficulty, p. 1 
you have rccourfe to a noted diftin£liori in Gen 
logic, by which you hope to fecurc your favoui 
do&rines, as well as fond Rachel once fecured i 
favourite teraphim. You fay. " that though a ; 
ner'Y David for in fiance, or Solomon J t; be juflified 
the sight of God Chrifl alone, he is declarati 
lyjujlified by works both here and at the day of jut 
ment,*' 

Now, honoured Sir, this neceflarily impli< 
that though David in Uriah's bedj and Salomon 
thefhrine of AJhtaroth, are juftified in the fight 
God by ChriuVs chaftity and piety imputed 
them: yet, before men and before the judge 
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quick and dead, they are juflificd by the evidence 
of their own chaftity and piety. I'll i > din :nctio»:, 
one of the main fupports of Calvinifm, i& big with 
abfurdities : forif it is jufl, it follows. 

(i) That while God fay§ of SuIok\,.:k worfhip- 
. ping the goddefs of the Zidoaians* he is II ill a true 
Deliever, he isjuftified from all things : Chi i ft iVys, 

!By his fruit ye fliall know him; he is an impenitent, 
unjuflified idolater ; and St. James, tiding with 
his Mailer, fays roundly, that Solomon'* faith, being 
now without zvorks is a dead, unjuflifying faith, by 
which, as well as by his bad works, he is condem- 
. ned already. Now, Sir, it remains that you fhould 
. give up antinomian Calvinifm, or tell us who is 
grofsly miftaken, God or Chrifl : for upon your 
fcheme, God fays of an impenitent idolater, who 
once believed in him, " He is fully juflificd by 
the perfect law of liberty :" and Chrifl fays, " He 
is fully condemned by the fame law!" and reafon 
•di&ates, that both parts of a full contradiction can- 
not be true. 

Do not fay, honoured Sir, that, upon the calvi- 
nian plan, the Father and the Son never contra- 
• did one another in the matter of a tinner's ju ft id- 
eation : for, if the Father jufl ifies by the imputa- 
tion of an external righteoufnefs, which confli- 
tutes a finncr righteous while he commits all forts 
of crimes ; and if the Son, on the other h?.nd, 
condemns a finncr for hiswords* much more for the 
commifhon of adultery, idolatry, and murder ; 
their fentence mull be as frequently different, asa 
.believer a£b or fpeaks contrary to the law of liber- 
ty. For Chrifl:, being the fame yefterday, to-day and 
forevc r , cannot juftify, he muf£ condemn now, as 
well as in thr day of judgment, every man who now 
acls or fpeaks wickvdiy. 

' . Should yon alter. • ,,i :o account for the Father's 
imaginary juflificd : c;»* of an in-penitent idolater, 
' by bringing in (V. 7 de-ree.;. and faying, that 
! God reckoned Solvm* n <\ converted nun at the 
flirinc of AfUaroth, becaufc he had abiblutcly de- 
creed to give him rcfloring grace ; I reply, that 

iiippofmg 
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ivalk with we iit white, for they are wo it i iiy, P • /. 
iii. 4. Kiujuiee. who is wmktiiy, Mail. 11. 
"Worthy <»/ me, Matt. x. 37. They that wne lul- 
de.n wkrk 11 tit worthy, Matt, xxii.8. Wor i my 
/ ef ape. t It efe t h i ;/,/; .\ , 1 *u k v. x x i . 3 h . w o 11 r a Y tu obtd 1 11 
that word, I.ul.e: xx. 35. Ac. Ac. 

In all thflc paifagc.s the en i^inal word i.*» *£c>r 9 
worthy, meriting, irv tlr./et oinp, Uifhoj) Cowper there- 
fore, whom you quote in yom five, letters, p. ati, 
fpoke with 1111c mumon lafhnefs when he faid f 
44 A'ii man l-d hy the fpirit. 0) Jefut, did ever life this 
h'ord 0/ M v. ik 1 1 ," I i. v. a*io< oraij ** as applying to 
Viun : it i\ the pmud fpeedi of Antuhrifl. Search the 
Jerip/uref. and yt fit a ll. fee. that none of all thofe who 
/peak by divine, m/piratioif, did ever up' it : yea, the 
fiodly Juthei \ alai,iy\ abhorred it." What ! The ta- 
rred wilier.. u never tiled the word ufas o>ad 99 
"The. goelly tat hei , al way* abhorcd" an cxprrflion 
which ( he; Holy (Jhofl lo frequent ly mal.es ule of! 
( 'hiilt himfelf 4fc (poke hy the ]iroud Ipirit of An- 
tichrUL !" V\ hen 1 he Inch c auieh* ohtrudrd upon 
tht* Church, and (wallowed down hy thoufand.s as 
jdib ttuth, 1 am ( lit to the hi'ait, and in a pan/; of 
loiiow and thame gioan, i4 From (urh divinity, 
flood Lord, deliver mr, my woithy oppone nt, and 
all 1 t-al pioti'itant.s !" 

To this Mr. Jicu'laud Hill an livers before-hand, 
in his Friendly Rematks, p. Thi.*. i.s, " a had 
nitieifm upon, the moid *'ioq admit mork iMtoi'i.iii.Y 
weans mkkt or m." Now, Sir, to your/;.//Y aih r- 
t ion I oppoi'o. ( 1 ) All the. (in (4 lexic ons. ( :>-) The 
tellimony ed Jieza. C.nloi u'i, lucceH'or, who, fpcak- 
of the woid »£iov fays, " It i.s proi'I'.ki.Y 11 fed 
ol that which i*. of equal weight and importance. 
( -j ; The tell iniony of l.ciyh, another learned Cal- 
vinifl, who, in hi:, Ciit'ua Satra, fays, *< «{io» lias 
its name fiom uy.u, a trahendo : qu;e prepon- 
derant, lanccm attiahunt ; and i.s a metaphor taken 
from balance wlien one fcule doth counterpoize 
auothci." And (pe aking of a woid derived 
* fiom a£io{, he adds, 4 * It hgnilieth, when either 

reward or punt fli meat ib given ae cording to the pro- 
portion 
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portion of merit." And this ho proves, by i 
Tim. v. 17, Let the elders that rule will. he :cl 
worthy of double honour' bur the f rifiinc 
the labourer is worthy of hi f reward. 

When I ice learned Calviniils forced f.o graft 
all we contend foT. I wifh that n:> J':#/u-:*.jnt ir:iiy 
any longer cxpole his prejudice, in denying v.- hi t 
is absolutely undeniable, viz. Ihut Chriftand hi* 
Apodlcs aflcrt, fomcmcn merit or. ar * z->:ri!r, ofic- 
wards. Taking care, therefore, neves to fix to 
thole fcriptural words the idea or" vi.ovi r vo'thi- 
vefs, or merit oj condignijy, let u ; lunger fight 
againft Chrift, by laying, they arc in ? ' f*f' wor- 
thy, whom (Thrift hhnfclf makes, ant-v.i a, and rails 
worthy ; yea, whom lie glories !iy reward* a.* 
fuch. 

(8j As for this mode ft proportion of the Mi- 
nutes, // is a doubt, if God jufifes any one that vwir 
did Jear him and work riglitcovfn*Ji* ir /lands row 
established by your conccfl.ons, not as mattei of 
doubt, but as matter of fact, if we fpeak of j uni- 
fication in the hour of convcifion. 01 in the day of 
judgment. For with refpeft to the former, you 
juftly obfervc, (p. 12) that the faith *- hereby zee 
art favtd, and confequcntly juflificd, cannot It 
without good works : and with rcg?rd to the latter, 
you fay, p, 140, What need is there < f making our juj- 
tifcation by the evidence of works in the day of judg- 
ment, a matter of controverfy at all? We are quite 
agreed, thatafinncris derlarativelyjujlifedby works. 
Now, honourcdSir, if he is juflificdby works, it is 
undoubtedly by works of righteousness ; unlefs 
it could be proved, that he may be ju/lified by 
works of unrighteousness, by adultery and 
murder. 

(9) It is likewifc evident from your own concef- 
fions, that talking of a jvflifttd or a fanclifcd flats 
without paying a due regard to good woiks, tends 
to mifleadmen, and aftually mifieads thoufands. If 
Judas, for inftancc, when he ncglcclcd good work % 9 
which are the mark of our firfl, and the inf.rnvie.nt 
of our fecond juftification, trvfted to what was done 
in the moment in which he waseileclually called to 
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hypocritical charge to a goat, an arch-hypocrite, 
a' devil : <; Behold, I fend you forth as a sheep in 
the inidfh of wolves ; but fear not, the hairs ol 
your head arc all numbered. Afparrow (hall not 
fall to the ground without your Father, and you 
are of more value than many fparrows. Do not 
premeditate, it (hall be given you what you (hall 
fpeak : for it is not you that fpeak, but the Spirit 
of your Father which fpeaketh in you." 

When our Lord fpokc thus to Judas, he was a 
fheep, i. e,^hc heard Chrijt's voice, and followed him* 
But, alas ! he was afterward taken by the bright 
fhining of filver and gold, as David was by the 
itriking beauty of Uriah's wife. And when he 
had admitted the bafe temptation, our Lord, with 
the honcfly of a matter, and tendcrnefs of a Sa- 
viour, faid, Have not I chofen you twelve* and one of 
you is a devil ? He has let the tempter into his 
heart. This leverc, though indirect reproof re- 
claimed Judas for a time j as a fimiliar rebuke 
checked Peter on another occafion. Nor was it 
probably till near the end of our Lord's mini ftry, 
that he began to be unfaithful in the mammon of 
unrvrhuoufiiefs : and even then Chrift kindly 
warned, without cxpofmg him. 

Some, indeed, think that our Lord was partial 
to Peter ; but I do not fee it : for with equal love 
and faithfulncfs he warned all his difciples of 
their approaching fall, and mentioned the pecu- 
liar eircumftanccs of Judas's and Peter's apofta- 
fy. — " Ay, but he prayed for Peter, that his faith 
might not fail." — And is this a proof, that he ne- 
ver prayed for Judas ? That he always excepted 
him, when he prayed forhis difciples, and that he 
would have excepted him, if he had been alive 
when he interceded for all his murderers ?— 
" However, he looked at Peter, to cover him with 
penitential fivame."— Nay, he did more than this 
tor Judas : for he pointed at him, firil indirectly, 
and then direclly, to bring him to a fenfe of his 
crime. But fuppofing our Lord had not at all 
endeavoured to itop him in his dreadful career : 

would 
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would this have been a proof of his reprobating 
partiality ? Is it not faid, that the Lord zoeigheth the. 
Jpirits? As fuch, did he not fee that Judas offend- 
ed of malicious wick ednefs, and calm deliberati- 
on : and that Peter would offend merely through 
fear and furprife ? Suppofing therefore he had 
made a difference between them, would it be 
right to account for it from calvinian election and 
reprobation, when that difference might fo natu- 
rally be accounted for from the different ftatc of 
their hearts, and nature of their falls? Was knot 
highly agreeable to the notions we haveofjuftice 
and the declarations we read in the fcripture, that 
our Lord fhould reprobate or give up Judas % 
when lie faw him immovably fixed in his apofta- 
fy, and found that the lafl hour of his day of 
grace was now expired ? 

From, all thefc circum fiances, I hope I may 
conclude, that Judas was not always an hypo- 
crite ; that he may be properly ranked among 
apoftates, that is, among thole who truly falljrovt 
God, and therefore were once truly in him ; and 
that bur Lord fpoke no untruth, whence called 
the Spirit of God the Spirit of Judas's Father* 
without making any difference between him and 
his o the r di fc i pics. 

If you afk, how he fell? \ reply, that overlook- 
ing an important part of our Lord's paftoral 
•barge to him, He that endureth unto the end, the 
Jame Jhall befavtd, he dallied with worldly temp- 
tations, till the evil Jpirit, which was gone out of 
Him, entered "in again, with Jven other fpirits more 
wicked than hvnfelf, and took poflefnon of his 
heart, which was once /wept from reigning fin, 
and garni/lied with the graces which adorn the 
chriflian in hisinfant-fla4e. Thus, like Hymeneus, 
Philetus, Denias, and all other apoftates, by putting 
a way a goodconjeience, concerning faith he made Jliip* 
wreck j and evidenced the truth of God's declarati- 
on, When the righteous turne'th azcay from his rijk- 
teoufnefs, all his righteoufnefs that he hath done Jhall 
not be mentioned ; in his Jin that he hath finned Jiiall 
he die. 

Q «« Nay, 
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«* Nay, Judas kept his m after '& money, and wai 
A thief; therefore he was always an hypocrite, as 
abfolute reprobate." 

To {how the weaknefs of (his objection, I need 
only retort it thus, David fct his heart upon his 
neighbour's wife, as Judas did upon his matter's • 
money, and like him betrayed innocent blood ; there- 
fore he was always an hypocrite, an abfolute re- 
probate. If the inference is juft in one cafe, it is 
undoubtedly io in the other. 

" But David repented, and did his firft works.* 
I thank my obje&or for this important conccf- 
Hon. Did Judas perilh ? It was then becaufe he 
did not do his Jtrfl works, though he repented. Ana 
is David faved ? It is becaufe he not only repented, < 
but did alfo Aw Jirjl works ; or, to ufe-your own ex- 
.prefllons, becaufe he recovered " juftifying faith, 
'which cannot be without good works." Thus, 
.when he had recovered juftifying faith before G<fy 
he could again he juftificd by the evidence of 
works, both before his fellow mortals, and that 
God who judges the world in righteoufnefs, andwfco 
fentcnecs every man according to his own works, 
and not merely according to works done by 
thtr near 6000 or 1800 years before they were 
born. Thus the royal adulterer, wl>© diedajuf- 
tified, chaile penitent, can, through the merits 
of Chrift, (land hefore the Throne in a better and 
more fubftantiarl righteoufnefs, than the fantaftic 
• robe in which you imagine he wa-s cloathed, 
when his eyes were full of adultery and his hands 
full of bloocU— an airy, 1-oofc, flimfy robe this, cut 
out at Geneva and Dori, not at jferufalem -or Antiock 
a wretched contrivance, the chief ufe of 
which is to cover the iron-clay feet of the Cal- 
vinian Diana, and afford a fafc afyluxn, a decent 
•canopy to the pleafant children, -while they de- 
bauch their neighbours wives, and hypocritically 
murder them out of the way. 

O ye good men, how long will you inadver- 
tently rcprefent our God, who is glorious in holi- 
4icfs as the pandar of vice ? and (Thrift's 

immaculate 
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fUUBacuIate righteoufneFs, as the unfccmly cloak 
of fuch wickednefs as is not fo much as named among 
the Gentiles ? that Jalvation from this evil were 
given unto Ifrael out of Sion ! that the Lord would 
{teRver his people from this p repo ft erous error I O 
that the blaft of divine indignation, at once onr 
the great image, might tear away the loofe robe- 
•f righteoufnefs, which Calvin put upon her " in 
a winter feafon \" Then could all the world read 
the mark of the beail and the fiend, which fhe 
wears on her naked bi caft : free adultery, free 
murder, free inceft, any length of fin for the plea/ant 
children, the little flock of the elect : free wrath, free 
vengeance, free damnation for the immenfe herd of tlic 
reprobates ! 

Butt to return to Judas, the fir ft of all chriftian 
apoftates : waving the conlideration of his justifi- 
cation in his infancy, I obferve, that as he had 
once true faith, he undoubtedly believed to righte- 
eufnefs, and confequently it was imputed to him for 
righteoufnefs. Now, if this means, that God put 
upon him a loofe robe of righteoufnefs, which for 
ever fcrccned him from condemnation, and under 
■which he could conceal a bag of ftolen money, as 
cafily as you iuppofc David hid the ewe-lamb 
which he conveyed away from Uriah's pafturc ; 
it follows, upon your fcheme, that juflification 
icing one Jingle immutable a3, in which works have na 

Ce, Judas is ftill compleatly juftifed before God, 
Calvinian imputation of righteoufnefs ; al- 
though chriftians have hitherto believed, works 
have fo important a place in juflification, that the 
Apoftate is no lefs condemned before God, than 
before men and angels, by his avarice and 
treaibn. 

Let thofe who can fplit a hair, as eafily as an 
eagle can find her paffage between eaft and weft, 
take the chofen apoftle, who did not make his 
ele&ion fure by the works of faith ; and let them 
fplit him as under : fo fhall happy Ifcariot, the 
dear elected child of God wrapped in imputed 
righteoufnefs, and carried by everlafting love, in* 
G a i&Y\\>Vf 
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fiillibly go to heaven without works, irrconfequenct 

of his Calvinian jufliiication before God : while- 
poor reprobated Judas> for accomplifliing God's 
decree, (hall infallibly go to his own place, in 
confequence of his condemnation by the evi- 
dence of wicked works. 

Thus, honoured Sir, by fixing my plain engine, 
common fenfe, upon the immovable point which 
you have granted me. i.e. St. James's J unification 
by works, I hope I have not only removed the 
rock of offence from off Mr.lVeJUys Anti-Crifpian 
proportions, but heaved alfo your great Diana, 
and her brother Apollo, (I mean unconditional 
Jlktlion, and abfolutc Reprobation) from off the 
bafis of orthodoxy, on which you fuppofe they 
fland firm as the pillars of heaven. May the God 
of pure, impartial love, whom they have fo lonj 
indirectly traduced, as a God of blind dotage to 
hundreds, and implacable wrath to millions of 
his creatures in the very fame circumfianccs ' * 
the God whom thofegracious doctrines have repre- 
sented as fond Eli, and grim Apollyon—nizy 
He, I fay, arife, for his name's fake, and touch 
the Geneva ColoflTus with his own omnipotent fin- 
ger : fo (hall it in a moment fall from the amaz- 
ing height of reverence to which Calvin, the Sy- 
nod of Dort, and Elijha Coles have raifed it ; and 
its undeceived votaries lhall perceive, they had 
no more reafon to call Geneva impofitions the doc- 
trines of grace, than good Aaron and the in i (taken 
Ifraelites, to give the tremendous name of Jehovah 
to the ridiculous idol, which they had devoutly 
let up in the abfence of legal Mofes ; fo, giving 
glory to God, they lhall confefs, that the robe o? 
their image, with which fome fo officioufiy cover 
impenitent adulterers and murderers, is no more 
like the true wedding garment; than the imagi- 
nary appearances of armed men in the clouds, are 
like the multitude of the heavenly ho ft. 

While you try to defend this robe, and I to 
tear it off the back of Antinomian Jezebel, let us 
not ncgleft putting off the old man, putting on Chrijt 
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jifus 2 and walking in him a* St. Paul, or with 
m I it as Enoch, arrayed in Jint linen, clean and white f 
wkkh is the righteoufnefs imparted to the faints, 
when Chrift is formed in their hearts"by faith, and 
imputed, to them fo long as they walk in their 
measure as he aLfo walked. That notwithftanding 
©ur warm cont rover fy, we may walk in love with 
each other, and all the people of God,is the prayer 
©f 

Honoured and dear Sir, 

Your obedient and devoted Servant 
in St. James's gofpel, 

JOHN FL E±C HER, 



1ITTE 5^ 
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LETTER VII. 

To Richard Hill, Efq; 
Honoured and dear Sir, 

THE fourth letter of your Review you produce, 
as "a full and particular answer" to 
what I have advanced againft Dr. Crifp's fcheme 
of finijked falvdtion, and Jimjhed damnation. But, 
to my great furp: ife, you pafs in profound file nee 
over my ftrongeft arguments. Had I been in your 
place, I would have paid fome regard to my word, 
printed in capitals in my title-page : I would - 
have tried to prove, that, upon the Doctor's 
fcheme, St. Paul might, confiftently with wifdom, 
exhort the Philippians, to work out their [finifhedl 
Jalvation with fear and trembling. And if I could 
not have made it appear, that our Lord has finijk- 
td his work, as an intcrpofing Mediator, a 
teaching Prophet, and a ruling King ; I would 
either have given up the point, or indeavoured 
to {hew, that he has finifhed it at lead as a 
Prieft. 

But even this you could not do, without fet- 
ting afide two important parts of his prieftly 
office : for the fame Jefus, who offered up him- 
felf as the true pafchal Lamb, is now exalted at 
the right hand of God, to bUfs us as our Melchi- 
£dec, and make inter cej/ion for us as our Aaron, . 
faying daily concerning a multitude of barren 
fig-trees in his vineyard, Let them alone this 
year alfo % till IJhall dig about them : and if they 
ktar fruit* wcli : and if not, then after that thou 
. ■■>**. Jhalt 
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Jkalt cut them down. Now if he daily carries oa 
his own perfonal work of falvation, not only as 
a Prophet and a King, but alfo as a Mediator and 
a Prieft ; common fenfe dictates, that " his pcr± 
jbnal work" is no more finifhcd than our own ; and 
that the do&rinc of Jinijhed falvation is bounded 
upon a heap of palpable mi Rakes, if by that ex- 
predion you mean any thing more than a Jinijhed 
atonement* 

But, overlooking thefe unfurmountable difficul- 
ties, you open your "full and particular an- 
fwer" by faying, p. 62,63, "Finished Salvation 
is the grand forirejs, againfl which all your artillery 
is played, and at which your heavy bombs of bitter 

fncer and cutting Jarcafm are thrown Yet this 

very expreffion, in its full extent, I undertake to vin- 
dicate ; and %n Jo doing Jhall Jly to the [word of the 
Spirit ; and the Lord enabling me to wield it aright , 
I doubt not but I Jhall put to flight the armies of the. 
aliens/' Let us now fee how you manage your 
fword, put us to flight, and eftablifh finiQied fal- 
vation. 

^. I. Page 63, " When the Lord of Glory gave up the 
ghojt, he cried, It is Jinijhed. And what was Jinijhed f 
Not merely his life s but the 'work which was 
given himto do. And what was this work, but the 
Jalvation of his people f One would have imagined, 
that the Lord's own ufe of this expreffion might have 
JiUnced every cavil" 

The Lord's own ufe of this contejled expreflion. 
Finifhcd falvation ! Pray, dear Sir, where does he 
ufe it ? Certainly not in the two paflages you 
quote, / have finifhcd the work thou gavefl me to do 
previoufly to my entering upon my paflion : and, 
Jt is jinijhed : that is, All the prophecies relative 
to what I was to do, teach, and fuffer before my ' 
death, are accomplished. Thofc fcriptures do 
not in the leaft refer to the work of falvation on 
our part ! nor do they even take in the mod im- 
portant branches of falvation's work on Chrifl's 
part. To affert it, is to take a bold ftride into 
Socinianifm, and maintain, it was not needful to 

our 
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©ur falvation that Chrift fhould die, md-rife again* 
For when ho faid, / have fnijhed the work thou 
gaveft me to io> he was not yet entered upon his 
paflion : nor had he died for our fins, much lefs 
was he yet risen for our j unification, when he 
faid upon the crofs, It is fnifhed. To fuppofer 
then, that falvation's work on Chrift's part wm 
jinijhed, not onlv before his refurre&ion, bus 
alfo before his death, is to fet afide fome of hi* 
mo ft important works ; in direft oppofition to 
the fcriptures, which teftify, that he died, the jufi 
jor the unjujti and affirm, that if he is not raised^ 
our faith is in vain, toe are yet in our jins* 1 Thus, 
Sir, you have fo unhappily begun to u wield* 
your fword," as to cut down, at the firft ftroke, 
the two grand articles of the chriftian faith, the 
death and rcfurrcftion of Jefus Chrift^ 

II. Page 33. To mend the matter, you have re- 
courfc to the myfterious doctrine of the decrees; 
and becaufe " All events are prefent unto God, and 
were Jo from eternity to eternity," you affirm, that 
• fi The glorification of the elecl is as much fin ishkip 
as their predeftination. 1 * By the fame rule of Ge- 
neva logic, I may fay, that becaufe God has de- 
creed, the world :fhall' melt zvith fervent heat, the 
general conflagration is as much finifhed as the 
deluge. Were ever more ftrange aflertions ob- 
truded upon mankind ? 

If. this illuftration does not convince you of 
your miftake, I turn the tables, and make your 
blood run cold with the dreadful counterpart of 
your own proportion, " The damnation of the: 
TAOn-eUcl [born or unborn] is as much finished- 
as their predeftination," And are thefe the good tid- 
ing 5 °I gnat joy which Jhall be to all people t And 
ts this the comfortable gofpel of free grace, which 
we are to preach to every creature ? Alas ! my dear 
Sir, you wield your fword fo unfkilfully, as abfo- 
lutely to cut down all hopes and poflibility of 
mercy for millions of your fellow-creatures ; 
even for all the poor reprobates on the left fide 
of the fhip, who, " from eternity to eternity," 

vers 
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were irrefiftibly enclofed in- the net of jmijhti 
damnation. 

III. P. 63. To fupport your unfcriptural afler- 
tion, you produce " Rora< viii. 29, Whom he did 
prtdejtinate, them he called 1 and tbhem he called, 
them he alfo jufiified ; and whom hejujlifed, them he 
alfo glorified " Indeed, 'Sir, the Apoltle no more 
meant to infamate by thefe words, that David 
wsls jufiified and glorified, when he wallowed in 
the filth of adultery and murder; than that Judas 
was condemned and damned, when he left all to fol- 
low ChriQ. He only lays before us an account of 
the method, which God follows in the eternal 
ialvation of obedient, perievcring believers : who 
are the perfons that, as fuch, he preJefiinated to 
life, according to his foreknowledge, and the counfel 
of his holy mil. Thefe he called, but not thefe 
alone. AVhen they made their calling fure, by 
believing in the light of their aifpenfation. thefe ht 
gilfojvftified. And when they made their juflifi- 
cation fure, by adding to their faith virtue, &c. 
thefe he alfo glorified \ for the fouls of departed 
faints are a&ually glorified in Abraham's bofom ; 
and living faints arc not only called andjujlified, 
but alfo in part glorified ; for, by the Spirit of glo* y 
and of God, which rejls upon them, they are changed 
into the divine image from "glory to glory J yea, 
they are already all-glorious within. 

How much more reasonable and fcriptural is 
this fenfe of the apo file's words, than that you 
fix upon them, by which you would make us be- 
lieve, that, on one hand, Solomon's falvation (in- 
cluding hhjuftification and glorification) was jinijh- 
td, " in the full extent of the cxprejfion," when he 
worfhipped the abomination of the Zidonians, 
and gloried in his {hamc : while, on the other 
hand, Demas's damnation was finijlied, when he 
was St. Paul's zealous companion in the kingdom 
and patience of J ejus Chrijl ? O Sir, have you not 
here aUo inadvertently ufed the/word of the Spirit y 
to oppofc the mind of the Spirit, and make way 
for barefaced Antinomianifm ? You proceed : 

IV. P. 
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■ IV. P- 63, " The fame apojlle, in, his cplft'k. to j 
Ephefians, /peaking to believers, add'/ejfes them 
already virtually) seated in heavenly pla< 
in Christ Jesus." Hence you infer,, that th< 



the apoftle, inftead of fuppofmg their falvati 
finiftied, exhorts them not to fleal, not to get dn 
with wine, and not to give place to the dead by f< 
nication, uncleannefs, filthinefs, orcovet6ufne 
for this ye know t adds he, that no unclean perj 
&c. hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Chri 
lb far is he from being " already virtually fea 
in heavenly places in Chrift Jefus." 

What need is there of darkening counftl by a to 
without knowlzdge ? By the dark word" virtually 
While the Ephefians kept the faith, did they 1 
fet their affedio-ns on things aJbovtl Were not th 
hearts in heaven with Chrift, agreeably to c 
Lord's do&rine, Where your treafure is, there z 
your hearts bealfo ? And by a lively faith, wh: 
is the fubjlance of things hoped for, did they not 
ready (hare the glory of their exalted head ? W 
you ftill endeavour to perfuade the world, tl 
when David defiled his neighbour's bed, he v 
•« feated in heavenly places in Chrift Is. 16 t 
evident, that thefe, and the like expreffions of 
Paul, muft not be underftood of idle, antinomi 
fpeculations ; but of fuch a real change, as c 
cnurch mentions in the collect for Afcenfion-da 
" Grant that as Chrift afcended into the heavei 
fo we may ai£o> in heart and mi n ix thither 
ceno, and continually b*wei l ?" Such power 
exertions of faith, hope, and love, as are defer 
ed in the 77th hymn of the Rev* Mr. Mada 
collection ? 



By faith we- are come 
To our permanent home, 
By hope we the rapture improve : 
By love we ftill rife, 
And look down on the Ikies— 
For thtf heaven of heavens is love ! 

] 
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r l lutthis is not all : if the ele£l, whether they be 
I . •druni or fobcr, chaftc or unclean, " arc already 
virtually feated in heavenly places in Chrifl," 
according to the do&rine of fnifiedfalvation ; arc 
•not poor reprobates, whether they pray or curfr, 
repent or fin, already virtually f rated in the hellijk 
places in the devil, according to the do&rine of 
Jtnijhed damnation ? O Sir, when you ufe " the 
fword of the Spirit" to ftorm the New Jerufalem, 
and cut the way through law and gofpcl before an 
adulterer in flagrante deliclo, that he may virtually 
[that is, I fear, comfortably and fecurely] fit in 
heavenly plates in Chrift, do you -not dreadfully 
proflitute God's holy work ? inadvertently fight 
the battle of the rankeft Antinomians ? and fc- 
cure the foundation of Mr. Sandiman's, as well 
as Dr. Cn/Jfc'j increafing errors? But you have an 
excufe ready : 

V. P. 63, " Chrifl has purchafed the Spirit, to 
■work mortification of fin, &c. in the hearts of 
Jiis children : -and in this refpeft their fanfctifica- 
tion is really as much fniflied as their juftification." 
I reply, (1 ) If their jufiifuatian by works is not 
Jinijhed before the day of judgment, as our Lord 
informs us Matt. xii. 37. your obfervation proves 
juft nothing, (2) The icripturcs. in direel oppo- 
iltion to your fchemc declare, that the Spirit frivei 
with, and confequcntly was purchafed for ail ; 
tli of e who quench it, and fin agaivflthe Holy Ghoft, 
not excepted. Therefore, neither the falsifica- 
tion nor falvation of finners, is absolutely fecurcd 
i>y the pur chafe you mention. If it were, all the 
world would be faved. But, alas ! many deny the 
Lord that bought them, and by doing defpite to 
the Spirit of grace purchafed for them, bring 
upon tliemftlvcs swipt destruction, inftcad of 
Jinijfied falvation* PIcre then, the fword which 
you wield, flies again to pieces, by clafliing with 
the real fword of the Spirit, brandiflicd by St. 
Peter and St. Paul. 

VI. P. 64, You bring in » The immutability of 
Cod's coutifel confirmed by an oath," and add, 

« The 
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**The will and tcftamcnt is figned, fealed, 
properly attcfted.— the whole affair is fin: 
jtD. There remains nothing to do but to I 
po^^e^^lon. ,, I thank you, dear Sir, for this c 
ceffion : lomething then " remains to do : M 
mult at.leaft " take poffeflion and if we neg 
<k>ing it, Farewei finifhed falvation ; we thai 
much fall (hort of the heavenly, as the Ifraeli 
who periihed in the wildcrnefs, becaufe they 
fufed to take poffeflion, fell fhort of the can 
Canaan. 

Again, we grant, that God's " Will and tci 
TOcnt is finiflicd, andfealed by ChriftVs moft p 
vcious blood and that " the everlafting co\ 
nant is ordered in all things, and fure but ifp. 
of that au'tf and covenant runs thus : You are fax 
by grace through fa it h — You are kept by the pot 
of Cod through faith Itye continue in the fai 

——Faith without works is dead WhereJ 

work o vryour own falvation with fear and trembh 
■ ■■■ >For him, that jiuneth, J will blot out of my b\ 
. . , --If ye walk contrary to me, I will walk contrt 
& you— —I witi cut my ft off, beauty, af under, tl 
J may break my covenant which I have made with 
the people, Zech. xi. io.« ■ ■ And ye Jhall know \ 
breach of promife, Numb. xiv. 34. / will theref 
put you in remembrance, though ye once knew th 
how that the Lord having saved the people out of i 
land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that b 
Ilieved n or— —Although through faith they kt 
the pajfover, and the fprtnkling of blood, left the t 
Jtroyer fhould touch them ; and did all drink t 
fdmefpiritual drink (for thry drank of that fp'critn 
rock that followed them ; and that rock was Chris* 
.Now all thefe things happened to them for ejcai 
pies ; and they are written for our admonition. Whti 
/ore let him that thinketh he fiandeth, take heed left 

jalb : If part of God's will and covenant, I fa 

runs thus ; is it not abfurd to fuppofe, that ar 
man's falvation is finifhed, while he, not only do 
not comply with the gracious terms' of God 
"fare covenant," but notorioufly incurs thedrcai 

f 
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ful threatnings recorded in his unakcrablc "wilt 
andtcftament." Here then, infleadof " turning 
to flight the armies of the aliens," you have 
fiivenus weapons to beat you out of the field. 
Put you foon come back again to fay : 

VII. P. 64, " Certain it is, that the falvation of 
evciyfoul given by the Father to the Son, in the 
tternal covenant of Redemption, is as firmly fc- 
curcd, as if thofe fouls were already in glory." 
The certainty which you fpeak of, cxifts only in 
your own imagination. Judas was given by the 
father to the Son ; and yet Judas is loft. If the 
falvation of fome people ".was as firmly* fecured 
from the beginning, as if they had already bven 
in glory," all the gofpcl miniflcrs who have ad- 
dreffed them at any time as children of wrath, havq 
been preachers oflies, and the Holy Ghoft wit- 
neffes to an untruth, when he tcflifics to thc.iin- 
r egcnerate ele£t, that they are in danger of hell. 
But this is not all : upon you;- dangerous fcheme 
l hc foundations are thrown down ; man is no 
fiiore in a ftatc of trial ; the day of judgment will 
be a mere farce ; and the fcripturcs arc a« farrago 
°f the moil abfurd cautions, and the molt Icancia- 
louslics: for they perpetually fpeak to believers, 
*s to perfonsin danger of falling, and being nit off, 
J f they do not walk circumfpcclly ; and they 
*lTert, that fome pcnfli for whom Chrijb died ; and 
*hat others, by denying the Lord zcho bought them, 
bring upon thanf elves fwift deflrutlion, * 

But pray, Sir, when you tell us, " The falvation 
every foul given by the Father to the Son, ia 
*he eternal covenant of redemption, is as (irmly 
Secured, as if thofe fouls were already in glory;' 1 ' 
do you not foe the cloven foot on which your 
doftrinc ftalks along ? Permit me to uncover it a 
moment, and ftrikemy readers with falutary dread, 
by holding forth the infeparable counterpart of 
your dangerous opinion. i: Certain it is, that the 
Damnation of every foul given by the Father to 
the dkvil, in the eternal covenant of reproba- 
Hom, is as firmly fecund, as if thofe fouls we*- 
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holine/s, and the end ever lasting life ; no\ 
we give over following after holinefs, and do : 
continue to leave all for Chrifl's fake, may we ] 
forfeit otir title to glory, as the fervant who I: 
ten thoufand talents forgiven him, forfeited 
pardon and the privilege annexed to it, by taki 
his fellow-fervant by the throat, and arrelting hi 
for an hundred pence ? But fuppofing the e 
preflion everlasting life means, as you ini 
matc, : the life of -God " already begun in the foul 
agreeably td thefe fcriptures, The life that I livc> 
tive by faith- in the Son of Cod ; for thejufl fhall li 
by faith ; how can you infer, that the life of fait 
is inamiflible ? If you can believe, that evei 
child r quickened in the womb, grows up to be 
becaufe he has human life in embrio ; I wi 
grant, that .- rib foul, quickened by the feed 
grttcfej can ' mifcarry, and that the feed of tl 
wbrU'Br'irigs forth fruit to maturity in every fo 
of ground. . 

- Sh'oufa you reply, " That the life of faith, 
fpiritual life, cannot be loft, becaufe it is of an ett 
t\al nature I deny the confequence. Suppofe 
have loft an evcrlafting jewel, do I not quibb 
ttiyfelf out of my invaluable property, if I fa 
C4 ~T have not loft it, for it is ever lofting ?" Did ni 
Satan and Adam lofe their fpirituallife ? Do m 
all apd dates lofe it alfo ? Is there a damned foi 
but what has lod it twice ; once in Adam, an 
the fecond time by his own perfonal tranfgreffions 
Are- not all men who burn in fire unquenchabl 
trees plucked up by the roots ; not becaule they du 
in Adavti but becaufe they are twice dead : becaui 
they jperfonally deflroyed themfelves, and whe 
Ghrirf 'gave them a degree of life, would no 
come to hint, that they might have it more abundantly 
This, by refifling to the lad the quickening bean 
of the Spirit that flrove with them, they quencht 
hint "in themfelves, and became apoftates. 1 
Chrift is the light and the life of men, and if h 
enlightens every man that comes into the world, ar 
X\ot all the. damned apoftatqs ? Have they not a 

falk. 
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fallen from fome degree or other of quickening 
grace ? Have they not all buried one or more 
talents? And is it not Satan's mafter-piece of 
policy, to make good men allure quickened fi li- 
ners, that they cannot lofe their life, no not by 
.plunging into the whirlpools of adultery, murder, 
and meed ? The ancient ferpent deceived our 
firft parents by faying. Ye Jhall not furely die, if ye 
eat of the forbidden fruit : but now, it feems, he 
may take his reft ; for, O aftonifhing ! gofpcl 
minifters do his work : they inadvertently deceive 
the very ele£t, and overthrow the faith of Jome 9 by 
making them the very fame Jfaife promife. 
I have already obferved, that he who belie veth 
K faid to have everlafling life ; not only becaufe, 
"While he keeps the faith, he has a title to glory, but 
hecaufe living faith always works by love, the 
grace that never faiUth, the grace that lives and 
'.abides for ever* not indeed in this or that indivi- 
dual, during, his Rate of probation ; but in the. 
kingdom of heaven, among the fpirits of juft men 
**Ude perfect in love, and confirmed in glory, 
however, you ftill urge, " To fay that everlafling 
*ift can be loft, is a contradiction in terms: if it is 
c **erlaftintr, how can it be. forfeited or loft?" 
•**Jow !' juft as the Jews forfeited the land which 
God gave to Abraham for an everlafling poffejion, 
^5en. xvii. 8; Juft as the feed of Phincas loft 
*Jie everlasting prieflhood, Numb. xxv. 13. Juft 
^sthe Ifraelites broke the rvejr lasting covenant, 
Ifii. xxiv. 5; Juft as Hymeneus and Phtletus 
^rfeited the evcrlafting privileges of believers ; 
^)iat is, by making fhipzorech of faith and a good con* 
jfciencc. Here, then, the edge of your own fword 
*s again blunted, and the ftrokc given to the 
•'aliens" eafilyjp.arried, with the unbroken fword 
<*f the Spirit ; 1 mean, the word of God illuftrated 
itfelf, and taken in connection with itfelf. 
ho wever, you proceed : 

X.P. 64," The chofen veffel Paul tell* his be- 
feved Timothy, that God hath favedus, and cal- 
*d .us, with an • holy calling, &c." Hence you 
H 3 conclud ' 



* conclude, that if we are cleft, our falvatias 
fnijhed. I grant, that God hath faved us from h 
placed us in a ftate of falvation begun, and callec 
witH'ahholy callings to workout our falvation a 
fear and trembling \ under fome difpenfation 
that." grace which was given us in Chrift bef< 
the world began; according to God's own pi 
pofe," that Chrift fhould be the Saviour of all irn 
efpecially of them that believe. But alas f Thou 
many are thus called, yet hvxfew are chofen ; bccai 
few walk worthy of their high vocation, few mi 
their calling artd eleclion fure. Numbers like Dav 
and Solomon, Demas and Saphira, believe foi 
while, and in time of temptation fall away ; foi 
of whom, inftead of rifing, again, draw bach u- 
perdition. 

Hence M the chofen veffel Paul " hirofelf cr 
to halting^ believers, Howfhall we efcape if we n 
left fo great falvation? So far was he from imag 
ing that the falvation of fome, and the damnati 
of others, were " as firmly fecured," as if the o 
« were already in heaven, " and the others in he 
So little did he think, that to preach the gofj 
was to preferrt the eleel: with nothing but the c 
of fnijhc'a\fafoatibn, even when they take aw 
the. wives and lives of their neighbours ; and 
drench the . reprobates with the cup of fnifi 
damnation, even while they afk, feek,. knock, ai 
endeavour to make their mock-calling fure !. 

Certain it is,, that if the apoftle fpoke of yo 
fvnifhed falvation r whcn he faid, God lialh faved \ 
and called us with an holy calling, reprobated m 
riads may reasonably give over wreftling wi 
almighty, everlafting wrath, and cry out, " I 
hath damned us, and called us with an unholy, h 
£ocritical, ahdlying calling, according to his ov 
purpofe and wrath,, which was given in Ada 
before the world began." O Sir, by this frigr. 
ful do&rine you give a defperate thrufl to t 
hppes which millions entertain, that God is n 
yet abfolutely mercilefs towards them, and th 
they may yet repent and be faved ! : but' happi 
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em, It is with the dagger of error, and not 
« the fwordof the Spirit." 
, P. 65, " But farther. Believers are faid to 
ed b) t faith, and to be kept by the power of God' 
h faith unto falvation. Now true faith and 
on are here infeparably linked by the 
Infeparably linked ! Pray, Sir, where 
infeparatjle link ? I fee it not. ' Nay, when 
ull the apoftles, on whofe {trained words, 
ife your argument, they rife with one con- 
^ain ft your doctrine. The one fays : fomc 
les in Chrift were broken off becaufe of unbe- 

1 . hou Jtande/l by faith ; (undoubtedly true 
nevcrthelefs, fear leji he alfo fpare not thee* 
his goodnefs towards- thee, if thou continue in 

inefs ; otherwife thou alfo jhalt be cut off.. The 
declares, If after they [fallen believers, whom 
s not call " pleafant," but curled children] 
caped the pollutions of the world, through the 
ige of the Lord and Saviopr Jejus Chrift, [tha£ 
3ugh true faith ] they are again entangled 1 
y and overcome ; the latter end is worfe with 
\an the beginning, 2 Pet. ii. 20. compared* 

Pet. i. 2. 8. 9. 10. Thus, Sir, St. Paul and 
:cr, whom you call to your afli fiance, agree 
nch your fword out of your own hand., 
•u foon take it up again ; 
. P. 64. " Chrift being ftiled not only the 
, but the finisher of our faith, he mu(V 
fequently,the ; imsHEKof oursALVATiow." 
indoubtedly is, when we are workers together 
im,. that is, when ufing the gracious talent 

and power, which he freely gives us we 
it our own falvation with fear and trembling*. 
kve bury, that talent, do defpite to the Spirit 

2, forget that we were walhed from our iins, 
.How again in the mire of iniquity ; x Chrift, 
rhor of the faith which we deftroy, pro- 
is nothing : we are fallen from grace, 
right to rock feeble believers in the cradle 
al fecurity, by telling them, they can never 
5 faith : when part of St, Paul's triumphant 

fong, 



t 9* ) 

feng, jufl before he received the crown of 
dbm, was, I have kept the faith? What woi 
it, that he (hould have kept, what even th< 
ihcefluous Corinthian could never loft ! \R 
ftriptures mention, not only thofe who Y 
the faith, but thofe who have made Jhipto 
and a good conference— thofe' who believe fo 
and in time of temptation fall— and thoib v 
day believe, another day have little faith 
and by have no faith are we not wif 
what is written, and fow wc not antinomi 
when we give lukewarm Laodiceans U 
Hand, they can«never. lofe what, alas !- tl 
already loft ? 

If Chrift wasto believe in his own bloo 
I grant, that the work of faith and falVatic 
sot mifcarry. But what ground have wc 
gine that this is the cafe ? Did the apoftle 
Chrift, or Tinners, to believe, under pain 
nation ? If believing is entirely the ^ 
Chrift, why did he marvel at the unbelic 

£:ws ? Did you ever marvel, at the feflic 
e con (tables in waiting did not a& i 
itrates ? Did you ever fend them to jail 
doing your work, as you fuppofe Chrift fc 
believers to hell- for not - believing, that 
your fcheme, for. not doing his own- work ? ' 

While we readily grant you, that the t 
faith, like that of indujtry, is the free ctft 
together with the time, opportunity, an< 
to ufeit ; {hould you not grant us, that Gt 
us as rational' accountable creatures ?' 
does not ufe the gift of faith for ns ? ' 
may bury our talent of faith> and 'perim ; 
bury their talent of 4 indtiftry, amd ftarV' 
that it is as abfund to fay, the faith of eve 
vidual in the church is inamiffible, becaui 
k the author and fmifher of' our< faith 
affirm, that no individual - ear of corn 
biafted, becaufe Chrift (who upholds allti 
the word of his power) is the unchangeabl 
and fnifher of all our harvefts ? ; 



( 93 ) 



more permit me, honoured Sir,to hang the 
e of reprobation about the neck of your 
;o caft her back with that cumbrous weight 
; fea of error, from whole fcum (he, like 
Venus, had her unnatural origin. If the 
i of the eleft is finijhtd } becaufe " Chrift 
ithorandfiniflier of their faith ; M it necef- 
llows, that the damnation of the reprobates 
nijhed, becaufe " Chrift is the author and 
of their unbelief." For he that abfolutely 
ds faith, caufes unbelief, as effectually as 
abfolutely withholds the light, caufes 

iireft oppofttion, to the words of our Lord, 
i. 18. you fay, with fome Calviniils, 
hrift does not damn men for unbelief t but 
fins', 9 ' I reply : that is mere trifling. If 
ibfoliitely refufes them power- to believe 
ight of their difpenfation, how can they 
' Does not St. Paul fay, that without faith 
afible topleafe God ? Is not unbelief at the 
every nn ? Did not even Adam eat the 
:n fruit through unbelief ? And is not 
3nly viElory^ even our faith ? 
luftration will, I hope, expofe the empti- 
he pleas, which fome urge in favour of wn- 
al reprobation^ or, if you pleafe^ non eleftion. 
ZT conceives an unaccountable antipathy 
icking child. She goes to the brink of a 
e, bends herfelf over it with the pa (five 
1 her bofom, and, withdrawing her ui.ns 
der him, drops him upon the craggy Tide 
k, and thus he rolls down from rock to 
I he lies at the bottom beaten to pieces, a 
nftance of finijhed dejirutlion. Tli^jud^e 
murderer, what (he has to fjy in )'■':• o vn 
The child was mine, replies <~ii." -i:vl t 
•ight to do what I pleafe with my uwn, 
I did neither throw him do vn ; nor inur- 
: I only withdrew my arms from under 
d he fell of his own accord. In mvGfcic 
. (he is honourably acquitted ; but in Ertg- 
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land, the executioner is ordered to rid the 
of the cruel monfter. So may God give us 
mi (Hon to rid the church of your Diana, 
teaches, that he, the Father qfmercieSf does fc 
lions of his paflive children, what the barl 
mother did by one of hers : affirming, that 1 
conditionally withholds grace from them; an 
by absolutely refufing to be " the authc 
finifher of their faith," he is the abfolute « 
and finifher of their unbelief, and confequei 
their fin and damnation ! 

XIII. However, without being frighte 
thefe dreadful confequences, you conclude 
you had won the day : p. 65, " Now I apr, 
any candid judges, whether I have not dj 
Sufficient authority, from the beft of auth( 
God's unerring word, for the ufe of that j 
Jinijktd Jalvation" which, p. 63, ** in its ft 
tent I undertook to vindicate.'' I cordial I 
to your appeal, honoured Sir, and defire o 
prejudiced readers to fay, if you have brous 
Jolid proof from God's unerring word, in fi 
of your favourite fcheme, which centers i 
do&rine of Jinijhed falvation : and if that e 
fion, when taken « in its full extent," is n 
flalking horfe of every wild Nicolaitan r 
and the dangerous bait, by which Satan, 
formed into an angel of light, prevails up< 
ftable fouls to fw allow the filver hook of j 
tivty that he may draw them into all the > 
of practical Antinomianifm. 

XIV. I do not think it worth while to 
upon the lines you quote from Mr. Charles I 
hymns. He is yet alive to tell us what he 
by, " It's finifh'd, it's jpaft, &c." And he ir 
me, that he meant, " The fufficient facrifice 
tion, and fatisfa&ion, which Chrift made 
the crofs for the fins of the whole world, 
doing defpitc to the Spirit of grace, or 
againft the Holy Gholt." The atonement , 
is a confiderable part of the Redeemer's w 
undoubtedly JiniJJied \ and if by a figure of j 
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splits a part for the whole, you chufe. to give 
the name otjinijked Jalvation to a Jinijhed atonement, 
*have already obferved, (Third Check, p. 112) 
that we will not difpute about the cxpreflion. 
We only intreat you fo to explain and guard it, 
*» not to give fanction to " antinomian dotages," 
And charge the God of love with the blafphemy of 
Jinijhed damnation. 

aV. The calviniftical paflage, which you pro- 
duce from the Chriftian Library, is unguarded, 
and efcaped Mr. Wejley's or the Printer's attention. 
9nc fentence of it is worthy of a place in the 
tufex txpurgatorius, which he defigns to annex to 
*hat valuable collection. Nevcrthelefs, two 
dairies of that very paflage are not at all to your 
purpofe. "Chrift is now thoroughly furnifhed for 

the carrying on of his work He is actually at 

Work." Now if Chrift is actually at work, and air- 
fying on his work, that work is not yet jinijhed. 
Thus, even the exceptionable paflage which you, 
or the friends who gave you their alii fiance, have 
picked out of a work of fifty volumes, (hews the 
ibfurdity of taking the exprcflion, " finifhed fal- 
ution, in its full extent." 

Should you fay, " Chrift is thoroughly furnifhed 
or his work, (namely, the faivation of the elect) 
herefore that work is as good as finifhed ;" J once 
lore prefent you with the frightful head of the 
Jeneva-Medufa, and reply, " Chrift is thoroughly 
urnifhed for his work, (namely, the damnation of 
he reprobates) therefore that work is as good as 
inxflied." Thus all terminates ftill in uncovering 
be two iron -clay feet of your great image, abfolute 
lection and abfolute reprobation, or which is all 
>ne, Jinijhed Jalvation and jinijhed damnation. 

O Sir, the more you fight for Dr. Crtjp's fcherae 
tffrce grace, the more you expofe his fcheme of 
'ret toratlu I hop . my judicious readers are fhock- 
:dat it, as well as myfelf." Your " fword" really 
* puts us to flight. '* We ftart back — we run 
iway : but it is only from the depths of Satan Y 

which 
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which you help us to difcover in fpeculativc * 
tinomianifrrii or barefaced Calvinifm. 

XVI. If you charge me with " calumny" for 
ferting, that fpecuiative Antinomianifm,and ba 
faced Calvin Urn, are one and the fame thing ; 
clear myfelf, I prefent you with the Creed of 
honeft, confiftent, plain-fpoken Calvinift. Rc 
it, dear Sir, without prejudice, and fay, if it w 
not fuit an abettor of fpecuiative Antinomjanif 
and, upon occaiion, a wild ranter, wading throu 
all the depths of practical Antinomianifm, as w 
as an admirer of <e the doctrines of grace." 

Five letters, 1 edit. p. 33, 34. 27. " I moft. firxr 
fceiieve, that the grand caufe of fo much lifeL 
profeflion, is owing to the fheep of Chrift bei 
fed in the barren paftures, and muddled waters 
a legaliz*4 gofpel. The doctrines of grace are n 
to be kept>Qut of fight, for fear men of corru 
aninds fhould abufe them. I will no more be 
fearful to truft God with his own truths, as ' 
ftarve his children and my own foul : I will ma 
an open confeflion of my faith." 

(1) " I believe in God the Father almight 
who; from all eternity, unconditionally predel 
nated me to life, and abfolutely chofe me to et< 
nal falvation. Whom he once loved, he will lo 
forever; I am therefore perfuaded (p. 28. 3; 
that as he did not fet his love on mc at firft f 
any thing in me, fo that love, which is not at ; 
dependent upon anything in me, can. never va 
on account of my mifcarriages ; and for thisreafe 
when I xnifcarry, fuppofe by adultery or murd< 
God ever considers me as one with his ov 
Son, who has fulfilled all righteoufn efs for ir 
And as he is always well pUafed with him, fo wi 
me, who am abfolutely bone of his bone and Jlejh 
his Jlejh. (p. 264 31.) There are no lengths, then, 
may not run, nor any depths L may not fall inl 
without difpleafing him ; as I fee in David, wh 
notwithstanding his repeated backflidings, did r 
.lofe the character of the man after God's o\ 

hcai 
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heart. I may murder with him, worfhip Aftitaroth 
with Solomon, deny Chrift with Pctcrj rob with 
Oncumus, and commit inceft with the Corinthian, 
without forfeiting cither the divine favour, or 
the kingdom of gloTy. Who jhalilay any thing ta 
ibfharff of God's elf'ft? to the charge of a believer? 
iw my charge ? For," 

[z) I*. 20, 27. 33. " I believe in Jefus Chrift, 
tiur, hy one ojf'ring ha* fir ever ptrf»R-:d me, "who 
mfanciifird in all my fins—//? hi>n / am compUnt 
in all my iniquities* What 15 all fin before hia 
boning blood ? Either he has/ulfiiled the who!* 
W, and tx-M-ne the curfc, or he has not. If he? 
has not. no foul can be faved ; if he has, then all 
df'ots and claim? agar., ft his people arid rr.e, 
tlm-morc ;fup[U)lc a thou fa nd adulteries, and io 
!Mr.y murder* or be they lefs, ifuppofe only one 
robbery} be they finall or be they great, be they 
before or be they after my.convcrfion, arc. forever 
and for ever cancelled. I fc.t up no more moun- 
tainous di ft inftions of fin, cfpccially fins after con- 
yerfion. Whether 1 am dejected with Elijah uud f :r 
the juniper-tree, or, u 61 (hipping Milcom with 
Solomon ; whether 1 mi flake the voice of the 
Lord for that of his pried, as Samuel, or defile 
rsy ncighbourVs b:i as David ; I am equally ac- 
ccpted in the Beloved. Ym in Chrift I am chofen, 
loved, called, and unconditionally prclcrved f o 
the end. All trcfpafl'e.s are forgiven in"— -I am 
juftificd from all things— I already have ever- 
Inning life. Nay, 1 am now (virtually, fat down 
in heavenly places with Chrift ; and as loan fhall 
Satan pluck his crown from his head, as his pur- 
chafe irom his hand." 

P. 2-. " Vcs, I avow it in thf face of all fhfc 
world ; no falls or backilidings can ever bring me 
again under condemnation : Tor Chrift hath made 
me free from the law of fin and dca'h. Should I 
oul-iin Manailc.* hhufelf, I fhould not be a lefs 
plcafant child : beoaufc God always views me in 
Chrift, and in him I am without fpot, or wrinkly 
or any fueh thing, lilac* k in liryfclf, I am (fill 

I comely 
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comely through '.the .cornel incfs pirf upon irw 
thcfeforq, hew ho is of purer eyes than to belu 
qttity, can, -in 'the mid ft of all adulteries, mi 
and in ceils, addrofs me with, Thou art ail fa 
lo&i iny undefined ; tKtre.u'no fpet in thee f" A 

(3) " I b&ieve in the Holy Ghoft, the Sp 
jgracc,.agaiaft whom I can never fln.:(p. 26) 
light and love I can never quench, to whom 
jiever do defpitc, and who, in his good tim 
Jrrejtftibly and. infallibly ; (Review, p. 38.) w 
nie to will and to do. In . the mean time, 
perfectly fc cure ; for I can nevor perifh, 11 
vation being al ready fnijhcd in the full ext 
-the expreffion. Review, p. 63, &c." 

" Once indeed I f up poled, that the wrath 
*amc : at leaft for enormous .crimes, upon tl 
dren of dif obedience \ and I thought it would 
.upon .me, if I committed adultery and xnu 
■but now I difcover my mrflakc, and belie 1 ' 
28 and 25) it is a capital error to confoui 
and my actions. While my murders, Ac. cer 
•difplcafe God, wy ferfon ftands always abf 
always complcat, always pleafant in the 
Jailing rightcoufnefs of the Redeemer. I : 
it, /ad edit; p. 37^ it h^moft pernicious error 
fehool-men, to dfftinguifh fins according 
fail, and *iot according to the perfon. Hi 
believeth hath as great fin as the unbeliever 
his fins, (p. 3s) tor the matter of them, a* 
haps more heinous and fcandatous than thofc < 
unbeliever ; but although he daily (inneth. 
.haps as David and the Corinthian, by adi 
. .murder, and inceft, he continueth godly." 

"Before I was acquainted with lhc tn 
imagined,' that fin would difhonotrr God, a 
jure me : but iince the preachers of fnifhe 
vation have opened my eyes, I fee how gre 
was miilaken. And. now I believe, that Go< 
over-rule my fin (whether it be adultery, m 
t or inceft) for his fclory, and my good." 

(1) «* For his glory. P. 20. 30, 31, 32. 
x>ften permits his own cfcareft children to c< 

adi 
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adultery, robbery, murder, and inccft, to bring 
about his purpofes. He has always the fame 
thing in view, namely, his ozun glory and my fal- 
vation, 'ogcther with that of the other cicct. 
This Adam was accompli filing when he put the 
whole world under the curie-**— Onefnnus when 
he robbed Philemon his raaftcr-*- *Judah whi n 
he committed inccft.with Tamar— — and David 
frhen he committed adultery with Bathfhcba.— 
How has many a poor, faithlcfs foul even blcfTcd 
God for Peter's denial ? — "As for the incefluous 
Corinthian, the tendernefs fliown him after his 
crime, has raifed many out of the mire, and caufed 
them to recover their firft love/' 

(2) « For my good, P, 32. God has promifedto- 
makc all things work for good to me ; and if all 
things, then my very fms and corruptions are in- 
cluded in the royal promife. Should I be afke^i, 
what particular good tin will do me in time and 
in eternity ? I anfwer ; a grievous fallTfuppofc 
into adultery, murder, or meed] (hall lervc to 
make me know my place, to drive me nearer to 
Chrift, to make me more dependant upon his 
"ftrength, to keep me more watchful, to* caufc me' 
to fympathizt; with tht fallen, and to make me 
^fing louder to thepraifcof free, fovcrcign, re ft or- 
'ing grace, throughout all the' ages of eternity. 
Thus although I highly blame (p. 33) Uiofe who* 
'roundly fay, Let us Jin that' grace may abound^ I 
• hot legalize the gofpel, but . openly declare, /p. 27) 
that if I commit adultery, murder, or inceit, be- 
fore or after myconverfion, grace ftiall irrefillibly 
and infallibly abound overthefe, and all my pther 
fins, be theyfraall or be they great,- be they more 
or be they lefs. My fouleft falls will only drive 
me nearer to Chrift, and make me fing (p. 32) his 
praifes foiicferthan if I had not fallen. Thus [to 
fay nothing of the fxetetnefs and profit which may 
now arifc from fin] adultery, i nee ft, and murder 
{hall, upon -the whole, make me holier upon earth,- 
and merrier in heaven." 

h need not tell you, honoured Siry that l am in- 
I z debtcd 



dcbtcd to you for all the doftrincs, and mo ft #f 
the expreUions, of this dangerous confeffion of 
faith. If anyone doubts of it, let him compare 
this creed and your letters together. Some claufes 
and fentcnecs I have added, not to " mifreprefent 
and blacken," but to introduce, connect and illuf- 
trate your fentiments. You fpeak indeed, in the 
third perfon, and I in the Jirjt, but this alters not 
the doclrine. Bcfides, if the privileges of a lean 
believer belong to me, as well as to David ; I do 
not fee why I ihould be debarred from the fat 
pafturcs you recommend, (p, 34) which, I fear, 
arc lo very rich, that if the leaned fhecp of Chrift 
do but range, and take their fill in them, they 
-will in a few days wax wanton againfl him, but at 
the fhecp which do not bleat to their fatisfaftion, 
attack the under- (hepherds, and grow fo excel- 
fively fat as to out-kick Jefhurun himfelf. 

XV J I. Some half hearted Calvinifts, who art 
afhamcd of their principles, and defirous to con- 
ceal their Diana's deformity, will probably blame 
you, Sir, for having uncovered the lefs /rightful 
of her feet, and ihown it naked to the won- 
dering world. But to the apology which" you 
have already made, about it, I hope I may, with- 
out impertinence," add one or two remarks. - 

(1) Whoever believes, either the doctrine of 
unconditional ckclion, dr that of rightcoufnefs abfo- 
lutdy imputed to apoftatizing believers, or that 
of the injalliblt perjeverance $J all who were fainis 
yeftcrday, and to-day commit adultery, murder, or 
1 nee ft ; and, in a word, whoever believes the 
doftrine of Jinijhed falvation, implicitly receives 
two thirds of the antinomian creed which you 
have helped me to. And thofe who have fo 
ilrong a faith, andfo large a confeience, as to fwal- 
lowfotnuch (together with the do&rine of Jinijhed 
damnation, eternal wrath flaming againfl myriads 
of unborn creatures, and tverlafiing Jire prepared 
for millions of paflive, fenfible machines, which 
have only fulfilled God's fecret and irteJiJUblcwiVL) 
Plight" one would think, receive the whole creed 

without ' 



n^ithbut any difficulty. For why (Hould thofc who 
can f wallow Eve or fix camels as a glib raorfel, 
Arain at three or four , gnats* as if they were 
going to be quite choaked ? Again, 

(a) If Calviniim is true, you are certainty, ho- 
noured Sir, the honed and confident calvinift, fo 
jkr as confiftency is compatible with the mofl m- 
eonfiftent of all fchemes. Permit me to produce 
one ihftance, which I hope will abate the preju* 
dices* that forae unfettled Calvin ills have con- 
ceived again ft you, for fpeaking quite o\\t with 
rcfpe&tothe excellent effects of fin in believers*-. 

If man is not a free agent, (and undoubtedly he 
is not, if from all eternity he has been bound by 
ten thoufand chains of lrrefiibible and- ablolute 
decrees) it follows, that he is but a curious ma* 
chine, fuperior to a brute, as a brute is fuperior 
to a watfh, and' a watch to a wheel-barrow, 
Upon Calvin's principles, tHis wonderful machine 
is as much guided by God's inviiible hand, or 
rather by his absolute decrees, as a puppet by the. 
unfeen wire,- Vhich caufes its feemingly fpon- 
tancoUs motions. This being the cafe, -it is evi- 
dent, that God is* as much the author of our 
actions, good or bad; as a {haw-man is the autho? 
of the motions of his puppets, whether they turn 
to the right or- to the left. Now, as God is in- 
finitely wife*,. and fupremelygbodj-hc will let his 
machines upon doing.nothing but what, upon the 
tvhole; is taiftjl and bejt. Hence it appears, that 
if the do&rinc of abfo lute decrees, which is the 
fundamental principle of Calvinifm, is true, what- 
ever fin we commit, we only fulfil the abfolute 
will of God, and do that which, upon the whole,, 
is zvifcjl and beft ; and that you- have notunad- 
vifedly pleaded for Baal ; but rationally fpoken 
for God, when you have told us, what great ad- 
vantages refult from the commiflion of the greateft. 
crimes* In doing this ftrange work, then, you. 
have a&cdonly as a confident predeflinarian \ and 
though fome thoughtlcfs calviniits may, yet none 
that arc judicious will blame you, for having. 

I 3 fjpoken 
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fpoken agreeably to the leading principle oi 
do&rints of grace.* 

I have obferved, that ifpeculative Anti: 
aniftn, or barefaced Calvinifm, flalks along 
the doctrine of [finijhed falvation' and fnifked 
nation, which we may confider as the two fe 
your great Diana ; and the preceding < 
which is drawn up for an clcB, uncovers 
her handjbme fot>t, finished salvation. ' 
my fubjedfc juftice, I mould now make an 
Ihow of her cloven foot, by giving the worh 
creed of a reprobate, according to the dreadfu 
trine of finished damnation. But as I i 
myfelf, that my readers are already as tir 
Calvinifm as myfelf,* I think it is needlefs to 
their deteftation of it, by drawing before 
eyes a long chain of blafphemous pofitions, 
ble of making the hair of their heads ftai 
with horror. I (hall therefore, with all wifi 
vinifls, draw a veil over the hideous fight 
conclude by affuring you, few people more 
tily wifh you delivered from fpeculative An 
mianifm, and poflefled of falvation truly finif 
glory,- than, 

Honoured and . dear Sir, 
Your affectionate and obedient Servai 
the bonds of what you call the " legt 
g°fW 
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LETTER VIII. 



To Richard Hill, Efij; 



• Honoured and dear Sir, 

HAVING endeavoured in my lad to convince 
you out of your own mouth, that undifguifed 
Calvinifm and fpeculative Antinomianifm exa&ly 
coincide ; before I turn from you to face your 
brother, I beg leave to vindicate good works from 
an afperfion, which zealous Calvinifls perpetually 
caft upon them : for as practical Antinomianifm 
deftroys the fruits of rightcoufncfs, as a wild boar 
does the fruit of the vine ; fo fpeculative Antino- 
mianifm be-fprinkles them with filth,as an unclean 
bird does the produce of our orchards. 

Hence it is, that you charge me (Review p. 69) 
with " vile flander," for insinuating, that our 
free-'grace preachers" do not " raife the fupcr- 
flru&ure in good works p. 41, as if you wanted 
to demonflrate the truth of my " vile flander," you 
fay, ** Though we render the words xccX» sfya, good 
works, yet the cxaft tranflation is ornamental works ; 
and truly, when brought to the flri&nefs of the 
law, they do not defcrve the name of good. But, 
however grating the cxpreflion may found, to 
thofe who hope to gain a fecond juftification by 
their works, yet we have fcripture authority to 
call them dung, drofs, and filthy rags." 

Now, Sir, if Scripture authorizes us to call them 
thus, they arc undoubtedly very ufelefs, loathfomcj 
and abominable ; and the Minutes, which highly 
recommend them, arc certainly dreadfully heretical. 

Imuft 



I mud then lbfe all my controvcrfial labour, or 
©n«c more take up the ftueld of truth, and quench 
this fery (fhould I not fay, this " filthy"} dart, 
which you have thrown at St, James's undefiUd 
religion. I begin with your criticifm. 

I. " Though we. render the words xctX* tpu, 
good works, yet the ex aft tranflation is ornamental 
works." I apprehend, Sir, you are miftaken : the 
Greek word xoao$ cxa&ly anfwers to the Hebrew 
(tub) which conveys the joint ideas of goodntfs 
and beauty. Before there was any " filthy rag" 
in the world, Godfaw every thing that he had made; 
and behold, it teas (tub mad) very good* which the 
Septuagint very exa&ly render xaTu* Pu*r. Fully 
to overthrow your criticifm, I need only obferve,. 
that good works are called good with the very fade 
word, by which the goodntfs of the law, and the 
excellence of the Lawgiver, are exprcflcd : for St. 
Paul fpeaking of the law, Rom. vii # 16; fays, that' 
it is xa*o$, good : and our Lord, fpeaking of him* 
fclf, fays, / am saroipjir xatoc, the QOOD-fkepherd* 
"Now, Sir, as you are too pious to infer from the 
word xa*o$, that neither the hvw nor Chrift « de~ 
ferve to be called govd I hope you will be can- 
did enough, to give up your fxmiliar inference con* 
cerning good works. 

Inconiiftcficy is the badge of error. You give 1 
"us, if I miftake not, a proof of it, by telling us 
with one breath, that « good works do notdclerve 
the name of good," b\\t that of " ornamental'," and 
with the next, that fcripture authorizes us to call 
them " dung, drofs. and flthy rags" Are then 
dung* drofs, and filthy rags ornamental things ? 
or did you try to render Geneva-criticifm as fa- 
mous as Geneva-logic ? But, 

You have recourfe to divinity as well as tocriti* ■ 
cifm : for you fay, " When good works are brought 
to the ftriclnefs of the law, they do not deferve 
the name of good." I anfwer : if our Lord him- 
felf called them good, it docs not become us to in- 
finuate, that in fo doing he jpaffed a ^ wrong judg- 
ment, and countenanced " proud jufliciars" in 

their 
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tlicir legal error. With refpeel: to the " ftriltneTs 
of the law," which you fo frequently urge, your 
frightful notions about it,cani.ot drive us into An- 
tinomianifm \ becaufe wc tliink, that Chriil and 
St. Paul were better acquainted with the law than 
Calvin and yourfelf. If all the law and the prophets 
hartg on the grand commandment 9 f Love, as our Lord 
informs us ; and if he that lovcth another hath ful- 
flled the law, as the Apoftle declares ; we fee no 
rcafon to believe, that the law condemns, as 
"dung," the labour of that love by which it is ful- 
filled ; and rejefts " as Jilthy rags," works which 
Chriil: himfclf promifes to crown with eternal re- 
wards. You probably reply : 

III. " Many pharilccs go to church without de- 
votions, and many fornicators give alms without 
charity, fancying, thitfuchgood worksmAkc amends 
for their fins and merit heaven. Good zcorks do 
you call them ! The fcriptures never gave them 
that honourable name. Ihey arc the hypocritical 
righteoufhefs of unbelief, and not works meet for 
repentance, or the fruits of the righteoufnefs of faith* 
1 rtat them as you pleafe, but fpare good works. It 
is asunjuft to afperfe^-W works on their account, 
as to hang the honeft men who duly carry on the 
king's coinage at the mint, becaufe the villains 
who counterfeit his majefty's coin evidently de- 
fcrvethe gallows. 

IV. Should you object, that « The bed works 
have Haws, blemifhes and imperfections ; and 
therefore may properly be called dung, drofs, and 
M filthy rags :" I deny the conference. The beffc 
guineas may have their flaws : nay, fomc dull or 
dirt may accidentally cleave to them ; but this 
does not turn them into- drofs. As therefore a 
good guinea is gold, and not drofs, though it has 
fome accidental blemifhes : fo, God himlelf being 
judge, a good work is a good work, and not a filthy 
rag, though it is not free from all imperfections. 

V. Not fo, do you lay : il We have feripturc 
tuthority to cdllgood works filthy »ag»."You 
build, it fecms. your mi flak c upon iiai. Lxiv* 6, 



AS our rightcoufnejfes are or filthy rags : a \ 
which, upon mature confideration, 1 beg lc; 
rci'cue from the ha-nds of the Calvinifts. Th 
were extremely corrupted in- the days of Ii 
lience he opens his prophefy by calling the 
Ye rulers of Sodottb, and- the poor, Ye peo^ 
Gomorrah. And what fays he to them ? JIoi 
faithful city become an harlot \ Righteoufnefs 
in it, but now murderers- 1 Yet thsfe murderc 
pocriticaliy went on* keeping tlieir fabtaths a 
moons. They fajted, but it was/or firifcj 



prayers, and. offered multitudes of iacrince 
their hands wereyull of Hood. ' Nor did- the} 
iidcr, that he, who, under thefe circumlt 

facrijees an ox, is as if he Jlew a-man. 

This corruption of the Jews, though g« 
was not univcrlal for the Lord of tofts haa 
them a remnant, though very fmall. Now 
one of that very little flocky being. humbled 

-fight of the general wickedneffr of his peoph 
fefles it in the fir ft perfon, (we ) as mimflers ; 

•: do on fuch occafions ; and he ufes the wc 
feeoaufe the fmall remnant of the righteous 

- loft in- the multitude of the wicked; The 

* taken in connection with the context, runs 
« Thou meeteft. him-^that rejoiceth, and w 
rightcoufnefs ; thofe that remember thee 

*ways:" Buty alas IVe are not the people. "B 
thou art- wroth, for we have finned. We 
as an unclean thing, and air our righteou 
are as filthy rags. Therefore, in ftead of rr 
us, as thou do ft the righteous, thou haft h' 

* face from us, and haftconfumed us becaufe 
-iniquities. We all do fade as 'a leaf ; at 

* iniquities, like the wind, have taken us* aw; 
&r are we from refernbling the righteous, v, 

••like a tree planted 1 by- the water-fide, who 
. docs not wither." Who does not fee,, th 
prophet hercoppofes the happinefsof the 
eus to the miferyof the wicked ? And tli 
the hypocritical righttoufnejs of the ungodly, « 
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he precious obtdUntc of believers, which lie com* 
wes to filthy rags ? 

•VI. However " Wc have Scripture authority 
to call good works drofs " Your mind, I fuppofc, 
runs upon. Ifa. i. 22, 25. where -God expoftulates 
with the obftinate Jews, by faying, Thy Jtlver is be- 
4$vu dross, thy. righteous is all hypocrify: yet, 
if thou returned, J will purge away thy pross, I 
will make thee truly righteous. ' Is it not evi- 
dent, that it is hypocrify, and bad works, not good 
works, which Cod here calls drofs ? Will he, 
think you, purge away good works from his people^ 
Is it not enough, that armies of Antinomians do 
the devil that -fervice ? Muft we alfo fuppofc, 
that God promifes to be his drudge ? 

VII. But " We have Scripture authority to 
call good works dung." Not at all : for the two 
paiTages you probably think of, are again ft you, 
► In the firft, God fpeaks to the difobedicnt Jews,' 
; and fays, // ye will not hear, and give glory to my 
mamc, I will fend a curfe upon you : yea, I have cur f- 
jd your blejfings already. Behoid, I will fpr<ead upon 
your fares the dung of your foUmn fcajls. Mai. ii. 3. 
Now, Sir, who docs not fee by the context, that ' 
ftllivals kept by curfed hypocrites arc " called 
dungS' and net the folemn wqrlhip performed 
*by penitent believers ? 

If you quote Phil. iii. 8. it will be to as little 
purpofc. Do you rightly under ft and that paflagc? 
J count all things as4ofs,for the excellency of the know- 
^jtige of Chrift,for whom J have fuffcred the lofs of all 
[things, and do count them but dung, that 1 may via 
VChrift, and be found in him, not having mine own 
right coufnefs, which is of the law* but that which t> 
through the faith of Chrift. Yx>u know, Sir, that 
ihe Apoftle once made far too much of his privi- 
leges as a Jew, his morals as an honed man, and 
his obfervance of the law as a ftri^tdifciplc of 
Mofcs. And you remember, that when he 

I wrapped himfelf up in that kind of external righ- 
icbufnefs, his heart breathed nothing but contempt 
towards Chrift, and (laughter againft his people : 
■ * what 
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*rJi*t wonder is it .that he fbould count fueh 
rightcoufncfs, together w th all earthly, perifliiraj 
things', loss and dung ft. Chrifl ! Who doeinof 
fce, that it was noi . precious rightcoufncfs of 
faiths which con fills in., pardon, acceptance, and 
power to do good works ; but the paltry righto- 
' qufnefs of an unbeliever, a blafphemer, a mur- 
derer ? 

Should you fay, that when the Apoftle declares, 
he counts all things hut dung, that he may be found 
in Chrifl, he certainly includes good zvorfts, and 
counts' them dung t I reply : you have as good . 
rcafon .to fay, that he certainly includes rcpen^ 1 
;uncc, faith, obedience, grace, and glory, and 
counts them djing alfo. 

Some gcrylcmcn invite you to go a hunting, or 
play at cards, to keep you from the feflions ! and 
you anfwer, "I am determined to do my duty. 
Once your.fports zcere gainto mc, but now 1 account 
them but lofs of time : yea, doubt Ufs, I count all 
things, that fland in competition with my office', 
vile and contemptible as dung : they no more 
tempt me to puiiuc.thcm, tjian yonder dunghil 
Tempts me to take my reft ; lam ready to trampJc 
upon -thorn as filthy duft, rather than not to be 
found upon the bench, doing my duty as a magis- 
trate : not according to my own former miftaken 
notions.of juflicc, but according to the equitable 
laws of my country." Now, Sir, fhould I not 
very much wrong you, if I inferred from your 
very generous ani'wer, that you call doing juftuc 
-duno ? And do you not greatly wrong St. Paul, 
iwhcn,upona prctcnoxf equally frivolous, you ir- 
finuate, that he gave to good works fuch an injurious 
name ? that he called .the will of God, clone iu 
faith by the Spirit of Chrift, dung ?. 

Again, when the Apoflle prayed to be found in 
Chrijt, not having his own phariiaic rightcoufncfs^ 
which was of the letter of the law, but the rigbteouj- 
• fiefs which is of Cod by faith ; is it not evident, that 
. (befidcs the defiro, of being pardoned and accept- 
ed through faith in Chrift) he wifhed to be found 
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V r l fo the laft, a branch grafted in the true vi?ie, by faith? 
$-1 iliving branch, filled v^'fh the rightcousfap ofM-r 
j root (hat bore Mm ? a biH^pV -made fruitful by the 
iJ principle of all acceptal ^J.^eoufnefs. which is 
Chrift in kj, the hope of gk.j f and, to ufc his own 
/ words in this very epiftle, a branch filled with the 
fruits of righteoufnefs, which are by Jtfns Chrift, to the 
glory of God? Phil. i. 11. compared with chap. 
iii. 9. 

Let men of rcafon and religion fay, if thisfenfe 
is not more agreeable- to the letter of Scripture in 

\- general, and the Apoftle's words in particular, 

* than the fantaftic imputation of righteoufnefs, 
which Galvinifts build upon them : an imputa- 
tion this, which conflitutes a man righteous, while 

' he commits adultery, murder, orinceft. Is it not 
deplorable, that fuch an unfcriptural and unnatural 

■ idea fbould ever have entered the minds of pious 
men? Efpecially when St. John fays, Little children, 
let no man deceive you : he that does righteoufnefs^ 
and not barely he for whom Chrifl hath done 
righteoufnefs, is righteous ? Is it not lamentable, 
that good men, influenced by prejudice, (hould be 
able to perfuade thoufands, that St. John meant, 
« Let not Mr. Wefley deceive you ; he that actually 
liveth with another man's wife, worlhips abomi- 
nable idote, and commits inceft with his father's 
wife, may not only be righteous, but compleat in 
imputed righteoufnefs — in a righteoufnefs which ex- 
ceeds, not only the righteoufnefs of the pharifecs, 
but the perfonal righteoufnefs of converted Paul, 
and of the brightcft angel in glory !" 

O Sir. if you have told it in Paris, tell it not in 
Confhmtinoplc, left the daughters of the Mahome- 

I tans bid's God. that lewd and bloody as their pro- 
phet was, he never lb far loft fight of morality and 
decency to give Muflulmcn a cloak, under thefpe- 
I cious name of a " robe of righteoufnefs,'* under 
I which thev can curfe. fwcar, and get drunk ; com- 
' mit adultery, robbery, murder, and inceft ; with- 
out being lefs righteous, than if they had kept all 
1 the commandments of God; lefs in favour with 
! K the 
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therMoii High,' than if they pcrfonally abound 
in all the works of piety, mercy, and fclf-dcni; 
which adorned the life of Jefus Chriit ; and U 
intercfled in fnifhed falvaiion, than if they we 
already in glory. O Sir, is not this doctrine mo 
dangerous than that of tranfubftantiatipn ? Is 
not more difhonourable to Chriit, more immor. 
and consequently more pernicious to -focietj 
And would it not abfolutely deftroy the morals 
all thole who- receive it, if our Lord, for 1 
name's fake, did not in mercy deny to thonfai 
of them, fenfe or attention, to draw a dreadful cc 
clulion from their dreadful premifTes while 
gracioufly gives to thoufands more, hearts infini 
ly better than their immoral principles ! * 

Having thus endeavoured to refcuc the paffaj 
on which you. found your aflcrtion concerni 
good works, and proved, there is not one Scr 
ture which gives you the leaft authority to c 
them either dung, drofs, or filthy rags : to convii 
you, that a heap of impious nbfurditics lies cc 
cealed under that do&rinc, permit me tb prodi 
fome of the Scriptures, where good works ; 
mentioned ; and to lubHitute to that phrafc i 
hard names, whi€h, you tell us, the Script! 
authorises you to call them. 

Let your light fo fhine before men, that they may 
your good works, i. e. your dung, and glorify y< 
Father who is in heaven.-— She has wrought a g 
work, i. e. a f j lthy rag, upon me againft my bur\ 
Dorcas was full of good works, i. c. of du 

and rags. God make you to abound in every g 

work) i. e. in every fort of dung and dross.- 
We are created in Chrifl Jefus to good works, i. c. 
filthy rags, which God hath prepared for us to a 
in. Walk worthy of the Lord, being fruitful in ei 
good work, i. e. in every filthy rag.—— God e 
blijliyou in every good work, i. e. in dung of ev 
fort. Provoke one another to love and good wo 
i. c. to dross and R ags.— — ifc zealous of good wo 
i. e. of filthy rags.— — Be richingood works. 
in dross, Be a pattern in good works, i.e. 

» FX LI 
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I * JJtTHT rags.— ~-J3tf careful to maintain good works, 
I i. c. dung. ■ Let the Gentiles by your good zvorks, 
i.e. your dung, which they fli all behold, glorify Cod 
'» the day of vifitation** Be thoroughly furnifi- 

' *d to every good work : Be pa feci in every good work, ' 

i. e. in dung arid dross of every kind Blefjed 

ore. they that die in the Lord, for their works, i. c. 
their dung and rags, follow them,— Cod is not 
^righteous, to forget your work, i. e. your dung, 

that proceedith of love The Gentiles Jhould do 

Korks 9 i. c. dung, meet for repentance* Eflecm 

Snifters highly in love for their works, i. c. their 
Dl} xc'sfdkc.— — If he have not works, i.e. dung, 
tan faith favt him ? Faith without works, i. e. 
Wl thout filthy rags, is dead, — — By zvorks, i. e» 

^'^c, was Abraham's faith made perfect lie and 

R&habwerc jujlified by zvorks, by filthy rags. — — 
" e that belitveth in me, the works that I do fiallhedo 
a t/o 3 and greater works than thefe, i.e. filthier. 
*^Gs, and more ornamental dung, Jhall he do, 
^^-Thts is the work, i. e. the dung, of God, that 
% e believe, &c. 

Indeed, Sir, I am almofl aftiamed to take up the 
filthy rag" of this bad divinity, though it is only 
^ith the point of my pen, to hold it out a moment 
*° public view, that the world may be fick of bare- 
p*ced Antinomianifm, I drop it again into the 
***ak of defiled religion, out of which Dr. Crifp 
r *ltcd it ; and beg, for the honour of Chrift and 
Vour own, that you will no more recommend it 
a s pure gofpcl. 

And now, dear Sir, permit me to expostulate a 
foment with you. Againfi: whom have you em- 
ployed your pen, when you have taught the world 
call good works dung, drofs, and filthy rags ; pre- 
tending to have authority from the Scripture thus 
toTcvile the belt thing under heaven ? Is it only 
fgainft the "proud jufliciars ?" Is it not al fo 
,n dirccl:ly, though I am perfuaded undefigncdly, 
a £ainft the adorable Trinity ? Has not the Father 
{ J ec ttedus to good works ? Did not the Son ??- 
€c *n us, that we might be. a people zealous of good 
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works ? And does not the HolyGhofl fan£ 
us, 'that "all our works being begun, continu 
and ended in him, we may glorify God's h 
jiamc," and caufe it to be glorified by all aroi 
us ? m 

What harm did good works ever do you, or ; 
one, that you (hould. decry them in fo publii 
manner as you have done ? Did you ever duly c 
fider their nature and excellence ? Or have ) 
condemned them in a hurry, without fo much 
calling an attentive look upon them ? Permit m< 
bring them to you, as God brought the beafb 
the field to Adam, that he might give them nai 
according to their nature and tell me whicr. 
them you will call dung, which diofs t and wt 
flthy rags. 

Firft then, what objection have you again ft 
good works ofthe.H£ART ? Again ft the awak 
out of fin, returning to God, repenting, offering 
facrifice of a contrite fpirit, and believing u 
righteoufnefs ? "What objection againft truftin± 
the Lord Jehovah, in whom is everlaft 
llrength ? cajiing the anchor of oar hope wit 
the veil ? loving God for himfelf, and all mank 
for God's fake ? Do you fee any of theft gj 
works of the heart, that look like a " filthy Tag 

No fdoner is the inward, man of the heart tn 
engaged in any one of the preceding works, tl 
•the outward man is all in motion. The candU 
the Lord is not lighted within the foul to be put un 
a bujhel, and extinguished j but to be fit as on 
candlejlick, of the body, that it may give light to 
around, and that men feeing our tight, may glorify 
heavenly Father. Hence arifcfeveral dalles of 
ternal good works. 

Confider the man of God as he is cloathed w 
a corruptible body, which muflbe nourilhcd wi 
out being pampered. He keeps it under by i 
derate falling or abftinencc. He daily denies h 
fdf, and takes up his crofs. He works withcheai 
diligence. He eats, drinks, or flceps, with glad, 
and fnglcnefs of heart ; and if he is lick ? he be 
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pain with joyful refignation, doing or fuffering 
to the glory of God, in the fpirit of iacrificc, and 
in the name of the Lord jfefus. 

View him in his own family. Not fatisficd with 
ntental prayer, he bends the knee to his Father 
who fees in fecret ; and not contented with pri- 
vate devotions, he reads to hisaffcmbled houihold 
fcleft portions of God's word, and folemnly wor- 
kups him with them in fpirit and in truth. Nor 
does"he think, that doing his duty towards God 
CJ cciifes him from fulfilling it towards his neigh- 
bour. Jull the reverfe. Bccaufc his foul is all 
reverence to his heavenly Father, it is all refpett 
.to his earthly parents. Becaufe he ardently loves 
the bridegroom of fouls, he feels the warmclt 
rc gardfor his wife, he hears the tendereft and yet 
mofl rational » ffeltion to his children. Nor 
* s he lefs defnous his fcrvants fhould fcrvc God 
and work out their falvation, than he is that they 
friould ferve lhim and do his own woik. Hence 
a **ifc his familiar inMru&iions, mild reproofs, ear- 
ned, entreaties, encouraging exhortations. 'His 
ftrift hone My and mccknels of wildom, his mode-. 
r ^-tion and love of peace, are known to all around 
him.; and even thofe who defpife his piety, ^re 
forced to fpeak well of his morals. 

Behold his works a.; a member of focietv in ge- 
neral. Jn his little fphcic of action, he vui/u'j /..->• 
fl-^r to JJiine vpon the. jujl and upon the uvjuft ; his 
c harity is univcrfal. To the utmoil of his ahility 
oppofes vice, countenances virtue, promotes 
y^duitry, and patronizes defpifed pit*fy. Humble 
r^ith kindles him into a burning and f lining light ; 

is a minifer of the Cod of all mcrcu-s, he is a 
.A fining fire. He feeds ChriM in the hungry, give* 
lrr i drink in the thirlly, clothes him in the naked, 
^certains him in the Mrangcr, attends him on rick 
^^5, vifits him in prifons, and comforts him in 
^ c mournful apartment , where the guilty arc 
<; * r ^tched on the rack of defpair, or plcdrc their 
jVing Lord with the dregs of the cup of ibrrow. 
*0\sr cafilv docs he overlook the unkindiicfs of 
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his neighbours ! How readily docs he forgive 
injuries ! How cordially heaps he coals of melting 
kindnefs upon the heads of his enemies ! How 
fmccrcly docs he pray for all his flanderers and 
perfecutors \ And how ardently defxre to grow in 
grace, and endeavour to adorn more and more 
the docirinc of God our Saviour in all things ! 

Conlider him as a member of a religious fociety*. 
How excellent, how divine are his works ! He re- 
fpcttfully holds up the hands of his minifter, and 
kindly bears the burdens of his brethren*. He 
■watches over them for good, rejoices with thofe 
that rejoice, and mourns with thofe that mourn*. 
He compaflionatcly fympathizes with the tempted, 
impartially reproves fin, meekly rcftorcsthe fallen, 
and chearfuliy animates the dejc&cd. Like un- 
daunted Caleb, fpirits up the fearful ; and like va- 
liant Jofhua, he leads them to the con que ft of 
Canaan, and goes on from conquering to conquer* 

And fuppofe he went on even unto perfection, and 
took the kingdom of heaven by violent faith, and hum- 
ble, patient, and importunate prayer ; would you 
call him a filthy r<a#-man, and inlmuatc, that he 
had only done a dung-work ? O Sir, if you can fo 
publickly call good works drofs, dung, zn&fllhy 
rags ; and (what is worfe ftill) aifcrt, that the Holy 
Gholl in the Scriptures authorizes you fo to do ; 
who will wonder to fee you reprcfent the doftrinc 
of Chriftian Perfection as a pernicious popifli 
hcrefy, which turns men " into temporary 
monjicrs V Would you be confident, if you 
did not rile again ft it with the collected might of 
credulous uRcharitablcnefs, and barefaced Anti- 
nomianil'm ? For, 

What is, after all, the perfection that Mr. Wef- 
ley contends for ? Nothing but two good works r 
productive of ten thouland more ; or, if youplealc, 
two large Jilthy rags, in which ten thoufand.- other 
fJthy rags arc wrapped, that is, loving God with all 
cur hearts, and our neighbour as ourfdves. Is. it 
nothing but pcrf eft love, Jhed abroad in our htarts by 
th: ILly Gho/l given unto us, making us ficdjaft^ 
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immoveable, always abounding in the work of theLord* 
always zealous of good works, always the r»- 
verfe of the eafy elect, who, by means of Carlvin's 
contrivance, are "allfatr and un defiled." while they 
-wallow in the adulterer's mire, and the murderer's 
gore. Or, in other terms, it is nothing but Chrifl, 
through the Holy Spirit, dwelling in our hearts by 
faith, and making us always zealous of good works* 
Now if good works arc drofs, dung, and fllhy 
rags ; it is evident, that perfection is a rich mine 
of drofs ; a heap, of dung, as immenfe as that 
which Hercules got out of Augeas's flables ; and a 
vaft ftore-houfe of filthy rags, fpun by t; jroud 
jufticiars," as cobwebs are by venomous fpidcrs. 

In this, wrong view of chriflian perfettion, I no- 
more wonder to fee multitudes of carclcfsprofcfibrs 
agree, like Pilate and Herod, to deflroy it out of 
the earth ; nor am Ifurprizcd to hear even good, 
mi ftaken people cry out Down with it ! Down with 
it ! While I complain of . their want of candour, I 
commend their well-meant zeal, and wifh it may 
flame out againft objecls worthy of their detefta- 
tion ; againft perfection it felf, fuppofc it is what 
frhey imagine. Yes, If it is a mine of drofs," let 
them drown it ; I give my confent but let them 
do it with floods of Scripture and argument. If 
it is a dunghil, in the church ; let them carry it 
out, and permit even the fwxne, which come from 
wallowing in the mire, to fhake themfclves upon it ; 
I will not fay it is improper. It" it is a repofttory 
of filthy rags, more infectious than thofe which 
convey the jail-di (temper or the plague ; let them 
agree to fet fire to it, and burn it down to the 
ground : but let them doit withyf re from the altar, 
and not with tongues fet on fire of prejudice or 
malice. 

But if chriftian Perfe&ion is next to angelic 
Perfection) the brighteft and richeft jewel, which 
Chrifl purchafed for us by his blood ; if it is the 
internal kingdom of God ruling over all ; if it is Chrifb 
fully formed in our hearts, the full hope of glory ; 
if it is the fulfilment of the promfe of the Father i. ft. 

tlte 
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the Holy GhoJI given unto us % to make us abound' in 
righteoufoejs, peace and joy, through believing : and in 
a word, if it is the Sh&kinah, filing the Lord's 
human temples with glory \ is it right, Sir, to 
defpife it as fome do, or expofc it as you have fre- 
quently done. 

Should you apologize for your cpndutt, by fay- 
ing, ;t I have only treated your perfeclion, as you 
have treated ovRfiniJJied jalvation, and our imputed 
right&oufnefs I reply : the cafe is widely dif- 
ferent. I hope I have made it appear; that you 
have not one (ingle text in all the Jarble, to prove, 
that a bloody adulterer (in flagrante deliElo) 
flands compleat in imputed nghteoufnefs ; and thai 
thejalvation of idolatrous and incestuous apo flares, 
who now work out their damnation with borh 
hands, is aftually fnijhed in the full extent of the ex- 
prejion* The whole flrcam or God's word runs 
counter to thefe " anthiomiau dotages." Norare 
they lefs repugnant to confcicncc and common 
leni'c, than to the law and the prophets. But you 
cannot find one word in all the Scriptures, again fl 
the pure love of God and our neighbour, againft 
per/eft love, which is all the perfection we en- 
courage believers to prefs after. Hie law and the 
gofpcl, the Old and the New Teftamcnt, are 
equally for it. All who arc fdUd with the Spirit^ 
fwectly experience it. , A heathen, that fears 
God and regards man, could not fpeak evil of if, 
but through milapprehenfion. And even whilt*, 
through the amazing force of prejudice, you write 
againit it with lb much fevcrity. it recommends 
itfelf to your own reafon and confidence. Are 
you not then, dear Sir, under a miftake, when you 
think, you may take the fame liberty with God's 
undeniable truth, which I have taken with Dr. 
Criip* 3 indefenfiblc error ? ^ 

Permit me to ftatc the cafe more fully flill. Mr. 
Weflcy cries to believers : " It is your privilege, 
Jo to believe in Chrift, and receive the Spirit, as 
U> love God witk all your hearts, and your neighbours 
as yourfdves." And you fay to them : i£ Mr. Wes- 
ley 
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ley is blinder than aPapift, regard not his heictii al 
'words. Your falvation is /w///W. , \Vhatcvcr lengths 
you go in fm, you are as lure of heaven as if you 
were already there. It is your privilege, to com- 
mit adultery, murder, and inceft, not only with- 
out fearing that the Lord will be difpleafed with 
you ; but confeious that ; black as ye are inyourfdocs 
fey the actual commiflion of thefe crimes, through 
Chrijt's comlinefs put upon you, God can addrefs each 
of you with, Thou art all fair, my love, my undefdtd ; 
there is no fpot in thee !" (Five letters, p. 28.) Now, 
Sir, are not you a partial judge, when, by way of 
retaliation, youfervc the holy docirinc maintained 
by Mr. Weflcy, as I have fcrved the unholy tenet 
propagated by Calvin and yourfclf ? 

Think you really, that becaufe a judge, after a 
fair trial, juftly condemns a notorious robber to be 
hanged; another judge, to retaliate, hasarightto 
quarter a good man after a mock trial, or rather 
without any trial at all ? And do you fuppofe, 
that becaufe Jehu defervedly made the houfe of 
Baal a draught- houfe ; or becaufe Jonah burned 
dead men's bones upon the unhallowed altar in 
Bethelyto render it deteflable to idolaters; Antiochus 
had a right to turn the temple of the Lord into a fly, 
and to pullute the altar of incenfe, by burning 
► C4 dung, and filthy rags" upon it, that true wor- 
Ihippers might abominate the offering of the Lord, 
and loath the holy of holies ? Thus however 
have you, inadvertently I "hope, treated good works 
and chrifiian Perfeclion, which are ten thoufand 
times more facred and precious in the fight of God, 
than the holy, and the mojl holy place in the temple 
of Jerufalera. 

And now, dear Sir, pleafe to look at the preced- 
ing lift of good works, which adorn the Chrif- 
f tiairs bread, or blazon his fhining character ; and 
tell us, if there is one, which, upon fecond 
thoughts, you object again ft as a vuifance : one 
which you would put azoay like "dross :" one 
which you would have carried out of his apart- 
rncnt as " dung," or removed from his pious 
brcaft as a <{ iilthy rag.*' Mcthinks 



Methinks I hear you anfwer, " Not one : 
tlicy all abound more and more in my heart 
life ! in the hearts and lives of all God's pcop 
Methinks that" all the Church militant and tri 
phant cry out, Amen ! A divine power accor 
nies their general exclamation. The veil of 
judice begins to rend. Your honcll heart relc 
You acknowledge, that Calvinifiu has dece 
you. You retract your unguarded cxprcfli 
The Spirit of holinefs, whom you have grieved 
turns. The heavenly light mines. The anl 
mian charm is broken. " Drofs™ is turned 
jinc gold ; " dung" into favory meat, which c 
believer loveth next to the bread of life ; and 
thy rags' 1 into the fine linen white and clean, w 
is the righteoufnefs of the faints, and the robe 
white in the blood of the Lamb. Far from pot 
contempt, through voluntary humility, upon 
precious garment : you give praife to God, a: 
humble triumph put it on together with the J 
Jefus Chrift. 

In that glorious drefs you walk with Chr 
white, and in love with Mr. Wefley. Paris, an< 
convent of Bencdi&ine monks, difappear. 
new Jerufalem, and the tabernacle of God come . 
from heaven. Leaving the things that §,re behind 
folemnly haften unto 'the day of the Lord. Fc 
ing^eace with all men, and holinefs, without whv 
man fhallfeethe Lord, you daily perfect it in the 
*>f the Lord. You^feel the amazing differ 
there is between a real and an imaginary imj 
tion of righteoufnefs. You tear away, 
honeft indignation, the pillow oifnifhed falv 
from under the head of Laodicean backu iders, 
fleep in fin ; .and of bloody murderers, who c 
their neighbour's bed. You fet fire to the 
canopy, under which you have inadvertt 
taught them to fancy, that the holy and right 
God calls them, My love ! my undefiled ! evenv 
they wallow in the poifonous mire of the 
atrocious wickednefs. And to undo the harnr 
have done, or remove the offence you have { 
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you* letters : you (how yourfclf reconciled to 
James's pure religion : voir openly give Mr. 
:flcy the. right hand of fellowfhip, and gladly 
P him to provoke believers to uninterrupted love 
• good works, i. e. to christian perfection. 
Juch is the delightful profpeel which my imagi- 
ion difcovcrs through the clouds of our contro- 
fy ; and fuch are the/pleafing hopes, that fome- 
les footh my polemical toil, and even now 
ke me fubferibe xnyfelf with an additional plea- 
ch 

Honoured and dear Sir, 

Your affectionate and obedient Servant, in 
the bonds of a pure gofpcl, 



J-F. 



LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 



To Mi*. Rowland Hill. 



Honoured and dear Sir, 

YOUR uncommon zeal for God, fo far as it is 
guided by knowledge, entitling you to the pe- 
culiar love and reverence of all that, fear the 
Lord ; I (hould be wanting in refpccl to you, if I 
took no notice of the arguments, with which you 
are come from Cambridge to the help of your pious 
brother. In the Friendly Remarks that you 
have directed to me, you fay with great truth, 
page 31, " The principal caufe of controverfy 
among us, is the doctrine of a fecond ju unification 
by works. Thus much you vindicate throughout, 
that a man is juflificd before the bar of God a fe- 
cond time by his own good works/' 

So I do, dear Sir ; and I wonder how any chrif- 
tian can deny it, when Chrift himfelf declares, In 
the day of judgment by thy words fnaltthou bejufti- 
jied, &c. Had he faid. By my words imputed to 
thee thou flialt be jujlijied, you might indeed com- 
plain. But now, what reafon have you to aflert, 
as you do, that I " have grofdy mifrzprefented the 
fcriptures" and " made univerfal havoc of every truth 
of the gofpel?" The firfl of thefe charges is heavy, 
the fecond dreadful ; let us fee by what arguments 
they are f up ported. 

After throwing away a good part of your book 
in pafling a long, calvinian, juvenile fentencc 
upon my Spirit as a writer, you come at laft to the 
point, and attempt to explain fome of the fcrip- 
tures, which you fuppofe I have "mifreprcfentcd." 

, *• Pa « e 



r" I. Page 32. " Not every one that, faith unto me f 
XjOrd, Lord, Jhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
blithe that doth the will of my Father t Matt. 21. 
And what is this (fay you) more than a defcrip- 
tion of tbofe that are to be faved ?" 

What, Sir, is it nothing but a defcription ? Is it 
not a folemn declaration, that no practical Antino-i 
mi an (hall be faved by faith in the la It day ? And 
that Chrift is really a Lord and a King, who has a 
law, which lie will fee obeyed ? Had he not juffc 
! before v vciTe 1 2.) admitted tic law and the p v iH\ets 
into hisgofpcl difpenfation, faying, All things width 
ye would that men Jhadd do inf)}ou, do ye (■■'■:•: jo 
unto than, for this is the Law and the i 3 n /,,'.•>.( ,- ? 
Are we not under this law to him ? And will he 
not command his fubje&s, who ob'iHnatciv vio- 
late it, to be brought andjlain hjorejiim ? 

Again, when he declares that they who h>-t,c n 
brother and xaii Jam, thou fool ! aic in dauber J- 
hell ;ire as murderers 1 do we not cxpofe his lc»*i Ac- 
tive wiftiom. is v, ell as hi.s paternal goodnefs. by- 
intimating, tl-ut, without having an eye to the 
murder of" the heart or of the tongue, he only de- 
fer !br< cert i.i n rcpiobatcd wretches, whom he unccn- 
ditionally deiigns for cvcrlafting burnings ? 

What I fay of a puniftmtnt threatened, is equally 
true of a reward promifed *, as you may fee by the 
• following iilu/lrat ion of our controverted text. A 
General fays to his foldicrs, as he leads them to 
the field of battle, Not every one that <aih mc, Your 
Honour, Your honour ; _/W/bemade a captain, but 
i he that fights manfully for his king ar.d country. 
You fay, 44 What is this more th^n a defriptiun of 
thole that (hall be promoted ?" And I reply, If 
war-like exploits have absolutely nothing to do 
with their promotion ; and if the General's de- 
claration is only a defcription of ionic favourites, 
whom he is determined to raife at any rate ; could 
he not as well have defcribed them by the colour of 
their hair, or height of their ft. uic ? And docs 
he not put a cheat upon all the foldicrs, whom hs 
is abfolutcly determined not to raife ; when he 

L excites 
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excites tlicm to quit themfclvcs tike men, I 
fond hope of being raited ? Apply this fim 
the cafe in hand, and you will fee, dear Sir. 
frivolous, and injurious to our Lord, is youi 
jnaiion, that one of his mod awful royal p 
jnations is nothing but an empty defcrtptio', 
CalvinHm ! Is this thy reverence for Jefus C; 
Had thou no way of fnpporting thyfclf, fc 
turning the Lord of glory in*o a Virgil ? Tl 
prcme Lawgiver of men and angels, into a i 
if defcriptions ? 

II. Much of the fame nature is the obfer 
which you make page 37, upon thefe wo 
our Lord, They that have done good 7 JIiall go it 
iverlajling ; and they that have done evil, in tt 
iajling punifliment* You fay, "What doc: 
text prove more than has been granted be 
What does it more than characterize thof< 
fhall be faved V* Nay, Sir, it undoul 
characterizes alfo thofc that {hall be damned 
this too, by as effential a character, as that at 
ing to which the king would appoint fome < 
fervants for a gracious reward, and others 
capital punifhment, if he {aid to them, The 
Acrve me faithfully, fhall be richly providc< 
and they that rob me, ihall be hanged. I 
rharndi'i izi.ig *r- this pa lies at Geneva for 1 
dejirifiirn of performs whom royal hi 
irrcfrccrivcly {ingles out for leward, I ho 
tinw: ?ii co miu « when, a' Camfojdgc, it wil 
for a clcn 1 /.icUn'lion of the reafon why foi 
ic warded, or punifhed, ratiicr than others 
for a proof, that the king if. no more a capi 
difpenfor of rewards, than a tyrannical inlli 
putiifliiTicnts. 

.» ■ ; . Pa;;«j 33, After mentioning thofc w 
St. , ■;!. Ziiihiul hcHief* fic man JJiall Jte the 
.i':d tl.cii-: words v. ;.ich bt. Jfames wrote 
licvcrs, Be ye doers of the word, and not, 
only, deceiving your ou n /elves ; you fa)', " V 
this to the purpofe, velpccling a iccohd ju 
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tion ? Juft about as much as, Korv an oiner 
ten th part of an 'phah" Now, Sir. although I do 
ftot humediately veil the raufcupoii f'uch Scripture^, 
I maintain, that they arc much nore to the pur- 
pofe of our fecond juflification by woiks, than 
M«fes f s definition of an omen 

\Vill vou dare to lay, dear Sir. that impious Je- 
icbel* and unconvcitcd Manaffes were perfons 
4t Juil about as'"' properly qualified for juflification 
in the great day, becaufc they had " an onicr'' in 
their palace, as pious Deborah, and holy Samuel, 
who bad holiness in their hearts, and were 
doers of the zoord in their lives? And when the 
apofllc declares that Chrijl is the author of eternal 
jalvation to than that obey him, does he mean, that 
to obey is a thing jull about as important to eternal 
ftdvation, as to know that a bufhel .holds four 
pecks, and an cphah ten omcrs ? Were ever ho- 
I iinefs and obedience inadvertently fct in a more con- 
temptible light ? For my part, if by our words zi\: 
► Jhall bt ju {lifted in the Joy <:f judgment, I believe it 
fhall be by our words {printing from ho links* of 
\ heart : and theieforc I cannot but think that ho- 
hnrjs will be more to the purpofe of our juflifica- 
tion by works in the great day, than all the omcrs 
and ephahs, with all the notions about imputed 
rightcoufnefs and JiniJIied falvation, in the world. 

IV. Page 33, After quoting that capital paflage, 
Not the hearers of the law are juft before Cod, but the 
Hers Jliall be juflified, Rom. li. 13, you fay, " This 
artainly proves that the doers of the law jhall be juf- 
tificd." Well then, it directly proves a juflification 
by works. But you immediately iniinuatc, tho 
impojfibility of falvation by the lazv." I readily 
grant, that in the day of convcrlion. wc are juflified 
by faith, not only without the deeds of the ceremonial 
law, but even without a previous obfcivancc of 
the law of love : but the cafe ?s widely dillcrent 
in the day of judgment ; for ihen, by thy words 
jhalt thou be justified. Now, Sir, it remains for 
you to prove, that the apoftlc did not fpeak of the 
text under confidcration, with an eye to our final 
juflification by works. 

L 2 \w 
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In order to this, page 33, you appeal to " 1 m ^~~~ 
place which this text /lands in," and the connexion 
which the words are found." I anfwer, 

(1) This text ftands in the epiftle to the Romarm f> 
to whom the apoftle fays, Love is the fu-fi Hi ng oft 
laiti \—he that loveth another hath fulfilled the laiVt 
Ro n. xiii. 8. 10. Now, if he that loveth another 
hath fulfilled the law. you muft (how, that it is ini- i 
poflible to love another ; or acknowledge, that j 
there are perfons w !;0 fulfil the law : and confc- < 
qucntly perfons, who can be juftiiicd as doers?/ 
the law. Nay, in the very chapter fuch perfons 
are thus mentioned. If the uncircumcifion keep the 
righteoufnefs of the lazo, and fulfil the law,jliall it not 
judge thee who dofl tranfgrefs the law ? That is, Shall 
not a Cornelius, an honell heathen that fears God 
and works righteoufnefs, rife in judgment againji thee 
who committefl adultery ; vainly fuppofmg that 
Abraham's chaftity in imputed to thee ? Rom. ii. 
22. 27. But, 

(2) Going back to the beginning of the chapter 
where our controverted text frauds, I affirm that 
<; the connexion in whuh it is found" eftablilhes alfo 
juftification by works in the great day : and to 
prove it, I only lay the apoflle's words before my 
judicious readers. Thou art excufable, O Jew, 
whofoever thou art that judgest, or condemnefh the 
heathens who do fuch things, and doeft them thyftlf* 
The judgment of God is according to truth, and 
not according to thy antinomian notions, that thou- 
waft unconditionally elected in Abraham ; that 
thou ftandoft compleat in his righteoufnefs ; and 
that thy lalvation was finifhed when he had offer- 
ed uplfaac. Be not deceived, God will render to 
en'ty man according to his deeds, (and not accor- 
ding to his notions :) To than, who by patient con- 
tinu <;*;Y in well doing feck for immortality 9 he will 
r:n(L r eternal life : anguifh to every man that does 
evil : but glory to ewry man that wo n k. eth good 
—fjr not the hearers of the law are jufl before God, but 

the doers of the lazo f hall be justified in the 

day when he ft all judge the fecrets of men by Jejus 
ChrijL according to my gofpd, Rom. ii. 1. 16. 

Now/ 
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Now, Sir, is it not evident from c< the connexion" 
*%.0 which you appeal, that Mr. Henry did not per- 
vert the text, when he had the courage to (ay 
*ipon it, " It is not hearing but doing that u-ill fave 
ns" in the great day ? Hearing mixed with faith, 
faves us indeed instrumentality in the day of 
converlion ; but in the day of judgment neither 
hearing nor faith will do it, but patient continuance 
in well doing, from the principle of a living faith in 
Chrift, will have that honour. 

V. Page 34, after criticifing in the fame frivo- 
lous manner as your brother, on Rev. xxii. 14, 
Blejfed are they that keep his commandments, &c. 
you add, 48 This is his commandment, that we Jhould 
believe on the name of his Jon jefus Chrift-" and 
omitting, what immediately follows, and love one 
another, as he gave us commandment ; you afk, " What 
then is the contlufion ? To believe is the great New 
Tcfiament command of God." No, Sir. according to 
1 John iii. 23. the text }Ou have quoted by halves, 
that commandment is to believe and to love, or to 
believe witli a faith working by love. Our Lord 
informs us, that on the grand commandment of love, 
hang all the law and the prophets. St. Paul fays y 
Though J have all faith, yet if I have not love, I 
am nothing. JJ cutis believe, fays St. JaMes. To- 
believe then, without loving, is not doing God's 
commandments, but doing the devil's work, hc- 
fides, the word commandments, being in the plural 
number, denotes more than one, and therefore is 
incompatible with folifidianifm. 

To add, as you do, « They that believe will and 
must obey," as if they could not help it, is fupport- 
ing one miftake by another. That they may, can, 
and Jhould obey, wc grant ; but that they will, and 
Tnujt, are two articles of Calvin's creed, to which 
we cannot (ubferibe : for, to fay nothing of daily 
experience, we read in the fcripture difmal 
accounts of thofc fallen believers, who, in (load of 
adding to their faith virtue, &c. proceeded fo fai in 
wuruL disobedience, as to worfhip the abomi- 
nation of the Zidonians, fhed innocent blood, 
ibrfwear themiclvcs, and defile their father's bed. 
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It follows then flill from Rev. xxil. 14, 
although " upon believing, not for obeying, zvt 
initiated into all the new-covenant blejings" in 
day of convcrfion ; yet in the great dav, < 
upon perfevering in faith and obedience flial 
have ri*ht, or, if you pleafe, " privilege, power, 
authority, through our Surety, to partake of the t) 
life. 1 * For he that enduheth unto the end, the^ 
Jhall be faved ; and Chrijl is the author of etc 
Jalvation ^ none but them that obey him, 

VI. Page 36, " you quote again ft yourfclf. I 
xiv. 13, Bleffed are the dead that die in the L 

Their bleflcdnefs arifes from their dying in 
Lord." Granted. But how (hall it be kn» 
they died in the Lord ? The Spirit fays, Their zc 
(not their faith) do follow them, namely, in o 
to their final juftification. To this you re 
*' Their works do not go before them — but fc 
after, to prove that they were in the Lord, w! 
prerogative alone is to juflify the ungodly 
anlwer, 

(1) When you grant, that works prove thai 
are in the Lord if they are good, or in the wic 
one if they are evil, you give up the point. 

(2) Do you not confound truth and crt 
Becaufe in the day of converfion God juflifie. 
ungodly, who renounces his ungodlineis to bel 
in Jeius, does it follow, that Jefus will jujtif 
ungodly in the day of judgment ? Is not the 
linuation as unfcriptural as it is dangerous ? I 
not our Lord himielf fay, that far from juftif] 
them, he will bid them Depart from him into t 
lofting fire ? 

(3) Your obfervation, that works follow 
righteous, and " do not go before them 11 is frivolc 
for what matters it, whether the witneflcs 
whofe evidence a prifoner is to be acquitted, 
low him to the bar, or are there before him i 
their following him a proof that he is not jufli 
by their inftrumentality ? To fupport your c; 
by fuch arguments, will do it no fervice. 

VII. Page 37, you think to fet afidcthcfe w< 
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Gf Solomon, Keep God's commandment*, far this is 
the whole ["duty] of wan ; for God jhail bring evcrv 
vorkinto judgment, whether it be good or In J, by j lift 
frying, «• This paffage ailcrts, that wo arc to Lc 
accountable for our actions." Then it alfeits the 
Very thing for which it was produced : for how 
can thofc be really accountable for their actions, 
who can never be jufliiicd or condemned by their 
' Words, never be rewarded or punilhed according 
to their works ? Here then again you grant what 
wc contend for. 

VIII. Page 38, 1 Cor, vii. 19. Circumcifion is 
nothing— but the keeping the commandments of God* 
" This paflage (Jay you J would equally as well 
prove the lupremacy of the Pope, as your do&rinc 
of a fecond j unification by work*." 

I anfwcr(i; If you compare this text with Eccl. 
xii. 13. 14. Rev. xxii. 14. and Matt. xii. 37, you 
will fee it is very much to the purpoie. (>j>j Love, 
is keeping of the commandments. I am only a tink- 
ling cymbal. Now, Sir, you mufl prove, t hat God 
will juflify tinkling cymbals by imputed rightc- 
oufnefs in the great day ; or acknowledge, that 
the keeping of the commandments, or, which is the 
fame, love, makes more towards our final juftifi- 
cation, than towards placing his Holincls the 
Pope in the pretended chair of St. Peter. (3^ If 
She doers of the law Jhailbe finally justified, and 
none but they ; and if keeping the commandments is 
the fame thing as being a doer of the lazo : you 
boldly hoifl the Geneva flag, when you inhnuate, 
that the keeping of the commandments has no more to 
do with our final juftification, than with the 
fupremacy of the Pope. Laflly, if keeping the 
commandments will have nothing to do with our 
j unification in the lafl day, by a parity of reafon, 
breaking of them will have nothing to do with our 
condemnation. Thus we are infenlibly come to the 
dreadful counterpart of your comfortable doctrine, 
that is, abfolute reprobation, free wrath, ami 
iiuifhed damnation. And when the Apoftle l-vs, 
Cod fiall judge the world in ri^Inejufhcf^ fhould 
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lie not rather, according to your plan, have faid 

itl UNRIGHTEOUSNESS? 

IX, Inftcad of anfwering fuch paffages as thefes 
Behold I come quickly, and my reward is with me, t - 
give to every man as his work Jhall be : ■ ■ He thas 
knoweth the heart, fiall render to every man accordin 7 
to his works We Jliall all appear before ttS* 
judgment-feat of Chrifl, that every one may receive t/^ 
things done in the body, according to that he har 
done, whether it be good or bad :— - — The Fathe / 
zoithovt refpetl of perfons, judgeth according to every 
man's work : — — The dead were judged out of the 
things loritten in the books, according to their zvorks. 
In (lead, I fay, of anfwering fuch paffages, you 
leap over fifty pages of my book, to blame me (p. 
35.) for faying after St. Peter, Afts ii. 40, Save 
your selves from this untoward generation, 

Granting you, Sir, that the Greek word means 
literally, Be ye faved ; yet you wrong our tranlla- 
tion, when you fay, that its language is " glaringly 
inconlittcnt." The words that immediately pre* 
cede, He exhorted them, faying, Save yourfelves 9 
&c. convinced our tranflators of the abfurdity of 
exhorting people to be faved, that, could abfolutcly 
do nothing in order to falvaiion. And you make 
Calvinifm ridiculous before all Cambridge, when 
fp. 36.) you make cuS-fti, Be ye faved, or, when 
fpoken in a way of exhortation, Save y^iirfelues, to 
mean, " Know, that ye cannot favc yoiu feives/* 

P. 35. you fay, " Let the context illultrutc this : 
" Thousands were pricked to the heart; they afk, 
what theylhalldo, doubtlcfs meaning, to befaved. 
The Apoftle directs them immediately to Jcfus for 
■ falvation." What ! Without doing any thing to- 
wards it ! No fuch thing. To the overthrow of 
your criticifm, and of Calvinifm. he fets them im- 
mediately upon doing. Their que (lion was, "What 
fhall we do to be faved ?" and the immediate 
anfwer is, 46 Repent and be bi ^tizcd." Jull as if 
he had faid, Be ye laved, or fave yourielvcs by 1 
repenting and coming to Chrill in the ordinance 
©f baptiim : or, to uie the words of Chrilt/to the ] 
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E ^ tropic of Capernaum, andrhofc of St. Pan! to the 
.T" <*iiior of ri. ;, !j \ i. 41 i)o t)u: woik of CIo-J," i. c, 
-he woik which God fwft calls fur : «• Kciicvc in 
^ Lord Jcfu?. a.d you fhall he { ivcd." 

Yon add. tin.. language" [Suvc u->: /ji!x<:s \ " ill 
becomes trie trout h of mfpi ration." 1 am lurry, 
^>ir. you ;.n »iild be fo exc ccdi.::-:lv } odtive. I ratiicr 
*hink. -'-u^7'/ '- "'language ili S)( roir.os tbr mo:»th 
*>f" mcaeji'v, Does not St. Judo f.»y. Save some 

i&iih jtuY ? Docs not St. Paul mc-'ion Ins ciuiea- 
Vours to save iuMF. his owir jlfjh, Rom. xi. m, 
and h:s becoming all things to all men, that he i,.hhi 
save some, l Cor. ix. 22 ? Docs he not 0v\ !; of 
a hulband Caving his wife, and of a wife I ving 
her hufnar.d, l Lor. vii. 16 ? Does Ik not w -rue 
to the PHlippiaris, Workout \vur v wn //;'.•:/.',• •// ? 
And to Timothy, In doing trn iinu fhtdt savb 
thyself. than that hear the* ? i 'lim. iv. 
You arc too good a Icholar. Sir, to lay, that 
ffisvit* " is paCiivc;" andtoo modcfl a divine 
|L to infinuate. upon ictond thoughts, that St. Paul 
W fpcaks like a hcictic, and you -ike an apoflle. 

X. After oppoling our doctrine of jufli heat ion 
\ by the evidence of works in the lad day, as warmly 
as your pious brother; you give your public affent 
to it as well as he. Page 34, Speaking of the day 
that (hall declare eveiy man's work, and the fire 
that (hall try of what fort it is, you fay, " Who 
that reads the Bible denies, that every man's 
works fhall be examined as a proof of his faith, 
and that upon their evidence the Judge will pafs 
fentencc — Undoubtedly you mean, fentence 
of abfolution or condemnation, according to our 
Lord's words, By thy words fudt thou be justified, 
or condemned, Matt. xii. 37. 

Now, Sir, this is the very doctrine which wc 
maintain— as you may fee Second Check, p. ml 
and 29— the very doctrine for which you rcprcfent 
me to the world as a Papift, and fierce eivmy to 
the gofpcl. Gentle reader, take notice of my 
capital crime. I have dared to vindicate a auth, 
which [my opponent hiinfclf being judge J fci no 

mau 



< *3<> ) 

SKm that reads the Bible denies." Ts th 
fill ncrcfy ! () Sir, when this fhall be] 
our Univer.'ities. will not Oxford„cr 
bridge, and Cambridge echo back to f 
fubfiancc of your book, and the title 
Logira Gencvcnfis I 

XI. Now th.it you have granted the < 
juflihcation by the evidence of works 
of judgment { let us Tee how you effl 
kcjp your fyllern in countenance. Fage * 
contrary to your own oonccflion, u Thoi 
have not the haft ro do in juflifying ot 
vet they will appear to the juftif] 
faith, as found, by which alone we | 
Taved." 

To cut you off from tliis laft fuMerfJ 
fcrvc, (j ) That works will have as much 
in jullifying our pcrfons in the laft day t 
juirifying them at our con vcr lion, (2)! 
trine, of faith being juftificd by works 
of judgment, is irrational : for faith flia 
no more ; and common fenfc diftaies, 1 
the wifdom of C»od, will not loie time] 
ing or coiulcmning a grace which 
(3) It is quite nnfci iptural : our Lorcf 
thy words jhall thou [not thy faith] kjuj\ 
Paul fays, The doers of the law [not th 
Jhall be juflified. And St. James dec! a 
Rahab, \ not her faith] and Ahraham [not 
were juflified by works in the day of trial, 
fcheme fathers nonfenfe upon that Ap 
if faith is jultificd by works, and not & j 
lows, that when St. James fays, Yd f 
that by works a man is juflified, and nfl* 
only, it is j nil as if he iaid, u Ye fee thfcnU 
by woiks/cz/V/z is jidtined, and not by faitti 
(5} If the believer's faith is juftified in the 1 
and not t lie believer himfclf ; by a parity of I 
the unbeliever's unbelief will be condemned 
not the unbeliever himfelf. (6) We ha 
good ground to affert, that the faith of bcli* 
ihall bvfavedin thclail day, and not their per 
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asyou to maintain, that the faith of believers fh all 
he jufiifted, and not their perfons. Thus, according 
to your curious doctrine, Faith, not Believers, 
Atoll go to heaven ; and Unbelief, not Unbelievers, 
ftull depart into hell.— Lattly, if " works have 
n otthe ieaft to do in jujlifu'ng our perfons" in the 
great day ; it follows, they will not have the lcaffc 
*o do in condemning them. Thus arc wc come 
again to the doctrine of finifhed damnation ; and 
thus you point-blank contradict your own fcrip- 
tural conccflion, 44 Upon the evidence of works 
the judge willpafs fentencc." 

From the preceding pages it appears, (if I am 
not miftaken) that juflification by works, i. e. by 
the works of faiti* in the laft day, is a foiid anvil, 
which the twelve ftrokes of your hammer have 
fettled more than ever upou its firm bafis, the 
word of God that abidethjer ever. To this anvil I 
ihall by and by brinr* v'alvinian Antinomianifm, 
and endeavour to w^.rk it, in mceknefs ofwifdom, 
-with a hammer, I hope, a little heavier than your 

Having anfwered your objections to what you 
juftly call 44 the principal cauie of controverl'y 
among us," I may make one or two observations 
upon thc fritndlinefs of your Friendly Remarks. 

Candid reader, if thou hail read my Checks 
without prejudice, and attentively compared them 
with the word of God ; wouldft. thou ever think, 
that the following lines contain an extract from 
the friendly fentenco, which my young opponent 

pafl'es upon them ? 44 Hard names banter 

Sarcafm— — Sneer— —Abul'c Bravado — 

J-ow arts of flandcr— Slanderous accufation 
Opprobrious names — Ill-natmcd fatiic — —Odi- 
ous, deformed, dctcitablc colons,*— Unfair and 
ungenerous trc-.Jincnt— — Terms void of truth 

Unmerciful condemnations Falfe hunii- 

litv— Irritating fpmt— Provoking, uncha- 
ritable Mile Continual fnecrs Moil odious 

appellation s — Abuiive words Notorious 

fcandaV.z'vw ^ 
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fcandalizing— — Lines too dreadful to 1 

cribed, unworthy of an anfwer, beneath c( 
Mod indecent ridicule -A wretch 
•cluuon, as bitter as gall— — and Slanders 
ought even to make a Turk blufh," 

If thou can ft not yet fee, gentle reader, : 
nature of Mr. R — 1 — d H— 's Remarks, pei 
following friendly fentenccs..^ " In regarc 
fopperies of religion, you certainly differ f 
popifti prieit of Madely — You ha.ve made 
fai havock of every truth of the gofpel— 
have invented dreadful (landers— -You 
fully ltigmatize many with the moft • 
language — You have blackened our prir 

and fcandalizcd our practice You place 

a manner among murderers It fhockj 

follow you Our characters lie bleeding 

the cruelty of your pen, and complain 
againft your great injuftice — — Blufh f 
characters you have injured by the rafhne 
bitternefs of your pen— You have inve 
fet of monftcrs, and raifed a hideous gh 
your own fpclls, and incantations of bant 
contempt— Numbcrlefs fnecrs, taunts ai 
cafms dreadfully decorate the whole of yot 
formance : they are nothing better than ii 
terms of darknefs, hateful to tranferibe— 
fecond Check, I fear, mufl prove the cone 
bar of reparation," i, c* of excommunication. 

When I caft my eyes upon this extract:, '. 
not help crying out. If this is my antag. 
friend linefs, alas ! what w«ll be his difplc, 
And what have I done to deferve thefe tok 
calvinian benevolence ? Why are thefe fl 
of Geneva rhetoric fo. plentifully heaped up' 
head ? And why — But I mult not complair 
mv friendly opponent has patiently itayed t 
■publication of the Second Check, to tal] 
" concluding bar of Reparation But if I 
'reprobate, upon his fcheme of unconditional 
tion, and gratuitous reprobation, Calvin's 
put the concluding bar of Reparation between rr 

hi 



i ^imfclf, not only before I wrote thc/econd Check, 
\ *HU thoufands of years before I drew my frfl 
A breath. When I confider this, far from feeling 
^1 AclcaftrcfcntmentagainftMr. ll< , 1 fee it my 
1 duty to thank him, for fhewine much greater 
^ patience towards me than the God whom he wor. 
■ r i ""P s 1 and I wonder, that his fevcre principles 
L J fliould not be productive of more unfriendly 
Remarks^ than thofe which he is pleafed to call 
friendly. 

Yes, Sir,^ though I thought at firfl, that the title 
of your book was ironical, I now believe it literal, 
and am perfuaded you reaUy meant to fhew mc 
tnuchfriendlinefs. For a temporary excommunica- 
tion, yea, a " concluding bar of reparation," viuft 
appear an aft, of grace, to one who truly reliflies 
the doctrines of limited grace and unprovoked 

I wrath. 
I do not hereby intimate, that I have done no- 
thing difplcafmg to you. Far from infinuatingit, 
i I (hall prefent -my readers with a lift of the mani- 
I fold, but woll-moant provocations, which have 
procured mc your public correfpondence. I fay, 
well meant provocations : for all I want to provoke 
any one to, is love and good works. And may not 
a minifter ufc even the rod for that purpofe? If 
you think not, pleafe to inform mc what the 
apoftlc meant, .vhen he faid, what will ye? Shali / 
come unto you with the rod, or in love, and in the 
fpirit ofmeeknejs ? 

( i ' 1 have written my Checks with the confidence 
with which the clear dictates of rcafon, and the 
full tcftimonics of Scripture, ufually infpirc thofc 
who love what they eftcem truth more than they 
do their dcareft friends. 

(2) After fpcaking moft honourably of many 
Calvinifts, even of all that arc pious, I have taken 
the liberty to 'infinuatc, that the fchemes of 
finijhed falvatioti, and imputed righteoufnefs, will no 
more fave a Calvinift guilty of practical Antino- 
mianifm, than the doctrine of general redemption 
will fave an ungodly Rcmonftrant. Thus I have 
M • muclo 
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ihadc no difference between the backjliding < 
the Lock, and the apofl cites of the Foundery, 
death overtakes them in their fins, and in 
.blood. 

(3 ) I have maintained, that our Lord di» 
fpeak an untruth, when he faid, In the day of 
meht, by thy words Jhalt thou be juftified ; an< 
f>t. Paul did not propagate hereiy, when he v 
Wark out your own falvation, 

(4) I have fpnnkled with the fait of J i 
your favourite do&rine, ^Friendly Remar 
39) " Salvation wholly depends upon the pu 
of God according to election, without any r< 
to -What may be in them." i. e. the elecl. 
Sir, as by the do&rineof undeniable confequc 
he who receives a guinea with the king's hei 
tne one fide, cannot but receive the lions 01 
other fide : fo he that admits the preceding 
pofitions, cannot but admit the inseparable t 
terpart, namely, the following pofition, w 
every attentive and unprejudiced perfon fees 
ten in blood upon that fide of Calvin's ftar 
which is generally kept out of fight, " Damn 

t If I make ufe of Irony' in my Checks, l ean afluV 
reader, it is not from "fpleen, " but rcafon. It appears 
that the fubjeft requires it, and that ridiculous Error is 
turned out of the temple of Truth, not only with fcri 
argument, which is the /word of the Spirit; but alfo wit 
Irony, which is a proper fcourge for a glaring and ob 
miftake. I have already obferved, that our l ord himfe 
it with his apoftles» when he came out of his agony and 1 
-fweat. Some other remarkable inftances of it wefind in 
ture. x Kings xxii. 15, Micaiah, a prophet of the Lord, bci 
quelled by king Ahab, and pious king Jeholhaphat, to tell 
whether lfrael fhould go againft Ramoth-gilead to baul 
ironically anfwercd, Go, and pro/per : for the Lord Jhal I del 
into the hands of the king! Wtll known is that forcmn, t 
ironical, or,as Mr.H— would call \t,fantajlic reproof of Sol 
to a young prodigal, Rejoice^ young man, in thy youth, U 
heart chear thee, and zvalktn the way oj thy hearty and in the jf 
thy eyes, Eccl. xi. g. From thefe examples I conclude, tl 
irony dictated by love, not only is no fign of '< a bad fpirtt 
is an ufcful figure of fpecch, cfpccially v»he»e the rapid prog 
a prepofierous error, calls for the Jharp rebuild mentioned 
Paui in mymoito. 

wh 
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■wholly depends upon the purpofc of God accord- 
ing to reprobation, without refpeft to what may 
be in the reprobates." Here is no inventing a 
monflrous creed," but merely tugrning the leaf of 
your own, and reading what is written there, viz. 
Damnation fnijhed, evidently anfwering to finijhed 
falvation, 

(5) You have done more, fays my opponent, 
fp. 47) " You fcarcc write a page without unjufl 
reflections : To follow you through all youracca- 
fations would beendlefs. One paliagc, however, 
which feems to me to fhine confpicuous among 
the reft for calumny zndfalfchood, as the moon 
docs among the liars, (hall be the laft we will 
notice." 

I fay,- Second Check, p. 59, " How many inti- 
mate, that Chrift has fulfilled all rightcoufnefs, 
that we might be the children of God with heart* 
full of unrighteoufnefs ? And you reply, " Hoxa 
many ? There are a generation it feems of theft black 
blafphnners." (I would fay, of thcic miflakca 
Calvinifb.) " Produce but a few of them.'* 

Well, Sir, I produce firft the author of P. O, 
next yourfclf, and then all the Calvinifts who ad- 
mire your, brother's fourth letter, where he not 
only infnuates, but openly attempts to prove, that 
David was a man after God's own heart, a pleafant 
child of God, and that he ftoodabfolved and compleat 
in the tverlafting righteoufnefs of Chrift, while his 
eyes were Kill of adultery, and his hands full of 
blood confequently, while his heart was full of 
all "unrighteoufnefs. Now, Sir, if this was the 
cafe of David, it may not only be that of many, but 
of all the elect. They may all be the children of 
God, not only with hearts full of unrighteoufnefs, 
but even while they cloak adultery with delibe- 
rate murder. 

Now, pray Sir, do you not fhew yourfelf com- 
plcatly mailer of Geneva logic, when you aflcrty 
that what is fo abundantly demonftrated by your 
brother's letters, and the well-known principles 
of all 'found Calvinifls, is a calumny and afalfehood 
M 2 a* 
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as confpicuous a» the luminary that : 

night ? This imaginary moon of column 
you difcover through the telefcope of 
prejudice, will help my judicious readers 
at the magnitude of the ftars of falfcfa 
which you fay, almoit all the pages of i 
are befpangled. 

. I conclude, dear Sir, by intveafcing; y< 
put any longer a wrong eonftru&ion i 
iichretic bluntneff^ with which I con tin 
pofe bare-faced Antinomianifxm- Do nol 
me AJh enemy \ becaufe I tell yeu the truth t 
the epiftle of St, James : and deprive d 
an intereft in your valuable- frLendfhij: 
v ) becaufe I follow the word of God, and th 
of my confeience. 

I can with truth a flu re yon, dear Sir, 
groundlefs charges of 48 calumny , falfeho 
ne/sy injufticc," &c. infteadof " puttinga c 
bar ofjeparation" between us, only ^iv 
opportunity of fulfilling delightfully tha 
of the evangelicaL law, according to \* 
fhall be juftified in the great day, Forgm 
tker, even as God for Chrift's Jake hath for 
I confirm my love towards you r by rejoic 
your pious labours, andfmcerely wifiiinj 
xnoft unbounded fuccefs, whenever yo 

five up the right "foundation," orfubfl 
)rifp to Su James, and Calvin's narrpv 
to the free gofpel of Jefus CJbrift.. And 
truft the feelings of my own heart, wl 
tinues quite open towards you,. I remair 
you were not my opponent, 

Dear Sir, your affe&ionate Friend and 
Servant in a pure gofpel, 
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LETTER 



X. 



To Mr. Richard* and Mr. Rowland Hut* 
Honoured and dear Opponent^ 
"\0 you hate that fouFmonfter Antinomianifm ? 



if it were not inseparably connected with the 
favourite do&rines you have embraced. Ye*,, 
your true regard for holinefs would make you- 
Wifli me fuccc(s r if [whikrl attack Jtn> our com* 
Inon adverfaryj Calvinifm, which paflcs with you 
for Chriftianity 9 did not juftly appear to you to bd 
fapped in its very foundation. For, to my great 
arfonifhment, I find, that Calvin's doctrine of 
unconditional election, and Dr. Crif/a docltinc of 
finijhed falvation, are now fubltitutcd to Jcfus 
Chrifl, and openly made the foundation of the 



love, (fays Mr. Hill, Friendly Remarks, p. 19} 
is their foundation." Is- it indeed ? Alas ! I really 
thought, that all the Calvinifts (till maintained, 
with Mr. Wcflcy, that other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ, 1 Cor, 
iii. 1 1. but I now fear, the breach between is 
wider than- I imagined ; for it feems wc difiigree 
noLcfs abont the foundation, than about the fuper- 
ftructure *, and my younger opponent does me 
jufticc when he adds, Surely you never mean to 
praife the Calvin ifis fo r gu xrdi wjthis foundati- 
on." No indeed, Sir, no more than I would* 
praife them for placing two of Rachel's teraphim 





the Mediator's throne. 
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You are both confcious* that your two favoucz^B*!! 

doctrines will appear empty dreams, if the d _ oc 
trine of the juftification of all infants with— ou 
faith is true : mucb more if the do&rine of the 
juftification of adult perfons by works, both fa 
the day of trial and in the day of judgment, is icvc~ ip- 
tural.. You agree, therefore, to bear your pufeafc 
teftimony again ft the Third. Check, where tYief c 
doctrines are fet in a clearer point of view than i 1 * 
my preceding publications-. Permit me to re' 
mind my readers f the reafonablcnefs of theaflef ^ 
tions which have £6 greatly excited your fur^ 
prife. 

In the Third Check, p. 47, and 48, to make my 
readers fenfible, that Calvinifm has confufion,and 
not fcripturc, for its foundation, I made a fc rip- 
tural diltinttion between the four degrees that 
conftitute a. faint's eternal juftification, and each 
of thefe degrees I called a juftification^ becaufe I 
thought I could fpeak. as. the oracles of God 
without expo fin g. the truth of the. gofpel to the 
f miles of Chtiftian wits. 

I.. From Rom. v. 18, I proved the juftification , 
of infants i.Asby the offence of Adam,Say* the Apo£ 
tie, judgment ' came upon all men K to condemnation) 
even fo by. the righteoufnefs of Chrift the free gift came 
upon all men to justification of life. In fupport 
of this juftification, which comes upon all men 
in their infancy, I now. advance the following 
arguments- 

(1.) The Scripture tells us, that Chrijt in all . 
things hath the pre-eminence : but if Adam is a more 
public perfon, a more general reprefentative of 
mankind, than Je£u& Chrift ; it is plain, that, in 
this grand refpecfc, Adam hath the pre-eminence 
over Chrift. Now, as this cannot be, as Chrift is j 
at leaii equal to. Adam,, it follows, that as Adam j 
brought a general condemnation, and an univerfal - 
feed of death upon all infants y fo Chrift. brings ' 
upon them ageneral juftification, and.au uni /erfat 
feed of life. 

(s) I never yet faw a Calvinill, wfco denied 

that 



C *39 ) 

at Chrift died for Adam, Now, if the Rs~ 
cmcr died for our firft parent, he undoubtedly 
piated the original fin, the firft tranfgrcflion of 
lam. And if Adam's original fin was atoned 
r, and forgiven to him, as the Calvinifls, I think, 
nerally grant, does it not follow, that although* 
infants are by nature children of wrath, yet 
rough the redemption of Chrift they are in a 
te of favour or juftification ? P'or how could 
>d damn to all eternity any of Adam's children 
rafin which Chrift expiated ? A fin which was 
rgiven almoft 6000 years ago to Adam, who 
mmitted it in pcrfon ? 

(3) The force of this obfervation would ftrike 
x Calvinift brethren, if they con fide red that we 
itc not lefs in Adam's loins, when God gavo 
i Son to Adam in the grand, original gofpcl 
omife, than when five prevailed upon him to 
: of the forbidden fruit. As all in him were 
:luded in the covenant of perfect obedience, 
are the fall ; fo all in him were like wife intcrcf- 
l in the covenant of grace and mercy, after the 
1 : and we have full as much reafon to believe, 
it fome of Adam's children never fell with him 
km a ftate of probation, according to the old 
tenant ; as to iuppofe, that fome of them never 
ie with him to a ftate of probation, upon the 
ma of the new covenant, which ftancU upon 
{ er promifes. 

Thus if we all received an unfpeakable injury, 
being feminally in Adam when he fell, accord- 
; to the firft covenant ; we all received alfo an 
fpeakable blefling, by being in his loins when 
id fpiritualiy raifed him up, and placid him 
an gofpel ground. Nay, the blefling which we 
/c in Chrift, is far fuperior to the curfe which 
.am entailed upon us : we ftand our trial upon 
ich more advantageous terms than Adam did in 
-adife. For according to the firft covenant, 
\gment was ^ione offence to condemnation. One 
funk the tranfgrcfTor. But according to the 
• &ifh or fecond covenant, provifioa is made in 

- Chrift 
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Chrifl for repenting of, and rifing from mamt 
offtnccs unto juftification, Rom. v. *6» 

(4 j Calvinifts are now afhamed of configning 
infants to the torments of hell shcy begin to ex- 
tend their elettion to them all. Even the tran- 
ilator of Zanchrus believes, that all children who 
die in their infancy are faved. Now, Sir, if all 
children, or any of them, are faved ; they arc 
unconditionally juftified according to our plan : 
for they cannot be juftified by faith, according to> 
St. Paul's do&rine, Rom. v. i. as it is granted, 
that thofe who are not capable of underftand- 
ing, are not capable of believing. Nor can 
they be juftified by works, according to St. 
James's do&rine, chap. ii. 24. for they are not 
accountable for their works, who do not know 
good from evil, nor their right hand from their 
left. Nor can they he jujtified by words, according 
to our Lord's do&rine, Matt. xii. 37. becaufe 
they cannot yet form one articulate found. It 
follows, then, that all infants muft be damned* 
or juftified without faith, words, or works, accord* 
ing to our firft diflinciion. But as you believe 
they are fc\ved y the firft degree of an adult faint's 
juftification, is not lefs founded upon your own 
fentiments, than upon reafon and fcripture. 

II. When infants grow up, they are called to- 
believe in the tight of their difpenfation ; and till 
they do, their perfonal ftns condemn them. Here 
appears the abfolutc need of juftification by the 
instrumentality of faith. This juftification we 
preach to Jews and Heathens, to pha'rifees and 
publicans. Upon it we chiefly infift, when we 
addrefs penitent prodigals, and mourning back- 
ftidcrs. This the apoftle chiefly defends in his 
epi files to the Romans and Galatians.. 0|ir , 
church ftrongly maintains it in her Eleventh 
Article : and as we are all agreed about it y I (hall 
only refer to fome p adages where it is evidently 
mentioned. Rom. v. 1. Gal. ii. 16. A£b xiii, 39* 
II. Whoever hath pre font acctfs unto that grace 
wherein they, who are juftified by faith do fiand, it 
gdfojujtified by wokks, 2 Vwe juftification by faith 
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fs then infeparablc from juftification by works ; 
for faith works by love, fo long as it is living ; and 
love is produ&ive of good works. In the apof- 
tolic age, as well as in ours, the love of many grew 
cold, and concerning faith they made jliipzvreck. by not 
adding to it brotherly kindnefs, godlinefs, and charity. 
But as they ftill profeflcd the faving faith of God's 
eletl, which works by love, St. James was directed 
by the Holy Ghoft to inforce the juflification of" 
a believer by works. 

Now, dear Sirs, before you can rcafonably ex- 
plode this juftification, you mufl execute tlw 
antinomian wifh of Luther, and tear St. James's 
epiftle out of your Bible. But, as we can never 
jive Vou leave to take this liberty with ours, we 
mall ftill oppofe the juftifieation of evil workers, 
or practical Antinomians, in the day of trial, by 
fuch fcriptures as thefe : Know, vain man % that 
' faith without works is dcad—Rahab was juflified 
by works— Abraham was juflified by works ; and fo 
are all his legitimate children ; for by works a man 
is juflified, and not by faith only, 

TV. As for the laft degree of an adult faint's 
juftification, it is fo fully eftabliftied upon the 
words of our Lord, In the day of Judgment by thy 
words fhall thou be juflified, that Dr. Owen, and 
multitudes of the Puritan divines, as I have made 
it appear from their own writings, avowed it as 
the gofpel truth, in oppofition to Crifp's antinomian 
error. Nay, during our controverfy, truth has 
prevailed ; for, notwithstanding the ftrong re- 
ft fiance you have made again ft it, you have both 
granted all that we contend for ; witnefs the two 
Srft letters of this Check. 

Now, inftead of attempting to prove, at leaftby 
enc argument, that thefe diftin&ibns are contrary 
cither to fcripture or reafon, Mr. Hill, fenr. 
fays, in his -Remarks, p. 5, 6, " What really fur- 
prifes me beyond all the reft, is, your having 
brought out two new justifications fince the Se- 
cond Check— no apologies can excufe you for 

having 
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having cor.cz the matter fo long."— — Nfr. 

H ; 1 1 - j - r. r . acis. in the po -lie ript t o hi s Friendly 
Re*. p. 65. 6i. 67. ■■ Your doctrine is a myf- 
l^rioas jambic Your three publications 

contain- a farrago— Yoa arc quite become un- 

anfwer-b'e Ir. your Firft Check, we hear 

biit o: one j 4:1: fixation ; in your Second, yoa treat 
u> with t *.v o : t v/o more are la t e 1 v invented, and 
fr.oved in anion 5 the re::— Thefe: four jollifica- 
tions may be d: j:Ud and dizbUd, till they air.ount 
to fcurfzjri Yout imagination is fertile, you 
can invent them by dozens." 

(1) Before I anfwer thefe witticifms, permit 
me to trouble you with a iimilc. 1 maintain, that 
the age of man in general may properly, and at 
times necelTarily mull be con fide red, as made up 
of four different ftages ; infancy, youth, ripe i> 
years, and old age. Two mafic rs of arts, who - 
would make the world believe, that youth and old . 
age are the fame, fmile at the abfurdity of this r 
fourfold diflinction, " How inconfiflent are you, - 
fay they! Some time ago you fpoke of the age of 
man in general, and told us, it was threefcore years : 
and ten. Yeflerday you treated us with a differ- ' 
tation upon youth and old age. To-day two more 
ages, infancy and ripe yea-rs, are invented* and ' 
Jhoved in among the reft. Your fertile imagination 
may double and double thefe four ages, till they 
amount to four/core ; nay, you can invent them by 
dozens. 19 This, humorous anfwer highly delight* 
thoufands, and in myftic Geneva fuch wit pafTes 
for argument ; but fome in England begin to 
afk, Shall we be for ever the dupes of Geneva 
logic ? 

(2) It is a very great miflake, that " In the Firjt 
Check we hear but of one juftification for though I 
there treat principally of juftif cation by faitk 9 
becaufe Mr. Wefley principally meant it in the 
Minutes ; yet p. 47, the juftification of infants is 
thus defcribed : It is " that general benevolence 
of our merciful God towards finful mankind, 
/whereby, through the Lamb Slain from the foun- 
dation 



< M3 ) 



&tion of tlie world, he call* a propitious look 
pon us, and freely makes us partakers of the 
ght that enlightens every man who comes into 
le world. This general loving-kindnefs is cer ; 
rinly previous to any thing we can do to find it ; 
or it always prevents us, faying to us in our very 
nfancy, Live fafidj in confequence of it" our 
^ord fays Let tittle children come unto me, for of fuck 
t the kingdom of heaven. This is not all. P. 47, 
nd 48, I particularly defcribe "juftification by 
aith?' in the day of converfion, and exprefsly 
nention u juftification by words (or works) in the 
lay of judgment : and common fenfe di&atcs, that 
lone can be juftified by works in the day of judgment, 
>ut thofc who, according to St. James's doclrinc, 
lave been juftified by works in this life. How rafh, 
hen, is the a-tfertion, that I have inverted any new 
jftification fince the Firft Check ! How weak is 
hat caufe, which a maflcr of arts cannot fupport 
tit by witticifm, founded upon, as palpable a 
liflakc as that " one and three, do not make more 
fian one / M 

And is the doflrine of a glorified faint's com- 
letc juftification changed in the Second Check ? 
Fo : for the authoi of P. O. in his anfwer to 
lat book, (Review, p. 12) upbraids me with 
tying, (2 Check, p. 6) " By faith a man is juftified 
! his converfton, but by works he is juftified" (on earth) 

in the hour 0} trial, as Abraham when he offered up 
r aac 9 " [or] in a court of judicature, as St, Paul at 
t bar of Feftus. [And again"] " By works he is 
.ftified before, the judgment-feat of Chrift, as tvery one 
ill be> whofe faith when he goes hence is found work- 
gby love." I grant, however, that I did not mcn- 
on the juftification of infants in the Second 
heck ; but this does not prove, that I " concealed 

matter of fuch importance.' 9 For I had plainly 
entioncd it in the Vindication, and Mr. Shirley 
at having oppofed it in his Narrative, as he had 
ync juftification by works in the great day, it would 
ivc Dcen abfurd to fpend time in eftablilhing it. 
If you alk, why I have diftinguiftied between 

juftification 



|urftification by works td-day, and ju (lineal 
works in the day of judgment : I anfwer, Fc 
reafons, (t) St. James and Mr. Hill, junf. < 
" Rahab was juftified by works, at the time 
fie rec&ibed the f pies." friendly Remarks, 
(2) The propriety and importance of thisd: 
tion, appear from the following confider 
Many may be juftified -by works to-day ^ whe 
be condemned by works inihe day efjudzm* 
Take an inftancc. When St. Paul choie I 
to be his fellow-labourer, Demas was undoul 
juftified by works and not by faith only ; fo 
Apoftlc would not have been unequally yokea 
an evil worker, any more than with an unbe 
Neverthelcfs in the day of judgment, if w< 
believe John Bunyan, Demas fhall be conde 
by his latter, inftead of being juftified I 
former works. 

But I have faid, Second Check, p. 6, th< 
man is jujlificd by faith when his backfliding 
healed " as well as at his firft converfion. A 
he may fall from, and return to God ten tin 
facetious opponent is ready to charge me 
holding ten, perhaps " threescore j unifications 
faith. Witty, but groundiefs is the charge 
fuppoGng I lofe and find the fame guinea ten t 
am I not miftaken if I fancy that I have f 
ton guineas? Or if you draw back fixty times 
a bright lun-fliine into a dark cave, and fixty t 
comes into the fun-lhinc again, do I not 
violence to rcafon if I maintain, that you hav 
into " threefcore" fun-fnincs ? Here you 
" ILluflrations are no proofs at all" I grant 
neverthelcfs, when the proofs are gone before 
illuftrations wonderfully help many readei 
dctcci the fallacy of a plaufibic argument. 

But fuppolingl had not mentioned the diffc 
degrees of an adult faint's juftification eithc 
the Firft or Second Check, would you not, ( 
tlemen, l.ave cxpofed Geneva logic, as you 
now done your inattention, if you had hoped l 
plain fcripture afide by faying, " It comes 
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Ute. You placed it in the Third Check; itihouli 
have been produced in the Firft?" Does not fuch 
an argument hurt your caufe more than a prudent 
filence would have done ? 

However, if you cannot put out the candle with 
which we fearchthe ftrects of myftic Geneva, and 
examine the foundation of its towers, you both 
agree to amufc die Calviniils, by bringing t Mr* 

"f The prejudice of my opponents a gain ft Mr. Wefley, 
stakes them catch at every fliadow of opportunity, to place 
him in a contemptible light before the world. Witnefs their 
exclaiming again ft him, for having fuffercd me to make an 
honourable mention of his labours in the Vindication, to 
counterbalance a little the loads of contempt poured upon 
him on all (ides. Thofe gentlemen do not confidcr, that 
there are times, when a grey-headed, ufeful, and yet flighted, 
infulted minifter of Chiift, may not only fuifcr another to 
fpeak honourably of his labours, but when he ought to mag- 
. mfy his own office in perfon. 

St. Paul certainly did fo, when he faid, /* nothing am I 
behivdthe very chief eft apoftles. I have laboured more abun- 
dantly than they all. Art they mini fieri of Chrift, I am more 
in labours more abundant , &c. — After the Apoftle's example, 
might not Mr. Wefley himfelf fay, [giving, like him, all the 
glory to divine grace] " I am in nothing behind the chief of 
thegofoel miniflers. I have laboured more abundantly than 
they all ?" Nay, might he not add, " I have broken the 
ice, and ftoodin the gap for them all ?" Now, if inftead of 
anfwering for himfelf, he has permitted me to vindicate hii 
afperfed character, and defpifed miniftry, where is thcharri ? 
If Timothy -was to let no man defpife his youth, is Mr. 
Wefley guilty of an unpardonable crime, becaufe he hat 
permitted me to bear my teftimony againft the impropriety 
of defpifng Ins old age ? And docs not tvtn young Mr. 
Hill l4y much more fcr himfelf, than I have done for Mr. 
Wefley the aged ? The whole of what I have advanced in hii 
favour, centres in this aflertion, He //as do HE much for 
God. But my opponent addrefles me thus before the public, 
Friendly Remarks^ p. 69, "You know my character % that I 
have suffered muck, v k ry much for God" Aud yet 
this very gentleman takes Mr. Wefley to talk, and accufes 
him of fclf-impovtancc ! O Partiality, how long wilt thou 
blind and divide us? And how long wilt thou caufe the 
aftonifhed world to fay, See how thefe Iheep bite and devour 
on* another ? 

N Wefley 
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Wefleyupdn the ftage of the controverfy 
faid above twenty years ago, in oneofhisjou 

I cannot but maintain, at leaft till I h 
clearer light, that the juftification which is f 
of by St. Paul to the Romans, and in our ar 
is not twofold ; it is orte and no more." 
Mr. Hill, junr. particularly triumphs. By 
four degrees of a- glorified faint's juftific 
"you have thrown your own friend into the dir. 
be, tidp him out if you can. 1 ' 

To this I anfwer, that if Mr. Wefley, by t 
tification fpoken of by St. Paul to the Rc 
meant that which the Ayofticpurpofedly mai 
in that epiftle, and which our church ex t 
aflcrts in her eleventh article, my vindicated 
fpcaks a great truth when he fays, that this 
cation is one and no more 5 for it is evidently 
cation by faith. But fuppofing he had not pr< 
confidered -either the juftification of infants 
out faith and works, or the ,u unification oft 
ers by works in the dayof trial, and in the • 
judgment ; what would you infer from the 
That the fcripturcs which fpeak of fuch ju 
tipns, are falfe ? The conclufion would be m 
of Geneva logic. Weigh your argument 
balance of Englilh logic, and you will fin 
wanting. Twenty- three, or, if you plcafe, 
years ago Mr. Wcflcy wanted clearer light, 
tiriguiQi between the juftification of a sini 
faith, and the juftification of a believer by ; 
but two years ago God gave hini this clearer 
and he immediately called his friends to " . 
- the tohoU affair and help him to make 
ftand for St. Tames's pure relicron, again 
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Gtneva frohi off his feet, and exhorts his flocks tfr 
do the fame through the three kingdoms ? 

II. As our controverfy centers in the point of 
juftification by works, Loth in the day of the trial 
offaith, and in the day of judgment ; whatever 
Jny opponents advance againftthis, I {hall endea- 
vour to anfwer. 

" The fcriptures [fays Mr. Hill, fenr. Remarks, 
p. 5] always l'peak of juftification as pcrfeft, full, 
and compleat." For an anfwer to this bold, un- 
fcriptural aflertion, I refer the reader to the pre- 
ceding pages, where he will ealily fee, ihat 
although God's work is always perfect, fo far as 
itjgoes ; yet, as final juftification depends upon 
perfeverance in the faith, and as perfeverance in 
the faith is infeparably connected with patient 
continuance in well doing, it is unfcriptural and 
abfurd to aflcrt, that finaljuftification is compleat, 
before we can fay with St. Paul, / am ready to be 
tfered up ; I have fovght the good fight , I have fini/h* 
id my courfe, I-have kept the faith : or rather, before 
Chrifchimfelf fays to us, U'dldonc, good and faith* 
Jul fero ants ^ enter into the joy of your Lord. 

III. P. 4. " You do us great injuftice in fup- 
pofing, that we believe, or aflert any fouls may 
Jlrive,. reform, and pray, without any poffibility 
ofefcaping hell. When you made the above afler- 
tion, did you not know, in your own confidence, 
that you charged us wrongfully ?" 

In the prefence of God, I anfwer in the nega* 
live. If you maintain, that Chrift never died for 
a certain, fixed number of men, you muft of confe- 
quence believe, that thofe whom he never died 
for, can never fly from the wrath to come, 
though they fhould ftrive, reform, and pray ever 
fomuch. 

If you are confiftent, you mujl be perfuaded, 
that though Mr. Wefley, for example, has prayed, 
ftrove, and reformed for above forty years, yet if 
he is not one of what you call " the happy number" 
he fhall inevitably be damned. 

IV. P. 8. You refer me to your " Jtrikxng quota* 

N z 



Hok of Luther, concerning the diftinSion bet 
Mievcr and his atlions," I anfwer, (i) L> 
bare affertions go for nothing with us, whe 
iland in direft oppofition to St. James's c 
which, in one of his antinomian fits, he w.ai 
burn out of the way. (2, > This affertion cont 
common fenfe and daily experience, which 
to depofe, that, excepting the cafe of lunati 
delirious perfons, men are like their actions, 
thofe actions are taken together with theii 
ciples and deiign. 

V.. You add in the fame page, " It was 
for David, that, when he fell fo %r oj "sly, he had 
ciful, gracious s promife~k.ee ping God to deal wit 
that he fell not into the hands of Arminians an 
fc&xonxjls" I retort, " It was happy for C 
that, if he turned from his wicked way, ! 
not an unmerciful, ungracious, andpromife- 
ing God to deal with, and fell not into the 
of an inexorable Moloch, before whom poor 
bated heathens can find no place for repen 
.though they fliould feek it carefully with 1 
As for your infmuation, that Arminians an 
fe&ionifts (as fuch) aremercilefs tobackflid 
is groundless : we am taught to reflore the fa 
the fpirit of mecknpjs as well as you. And ( 
praile of 'divine wifdom I write it) we are c 
to do it without encouraging them to ret 
their wallowing in the mire of (in, by dan 
infinuations, that relapfes into it will " wc 
their good." 

VI • While we fpeak of David and Clod 
may be proper to dwell a moment upon thei 
Clodius, a young heathen, forfakes his one 
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folefria vows, perhaps with more deliberation^ 
and certainly with lefs temptation from the 
ferments of youthful blood, and the want of 
variety. 

But you ftill diffent from me, and pcrfift to fay, 
Jp.gl that " David remained abfolvcd from the cvrft 
cjtht law, tohilji Clodins lay under it. 3 * And how 
can you urove it P " David fay you, was a believer." 
I reply, No, he was an impenitent adulterer, and a 
treacherous murderer: and thefc characters areas 
incompatible with that of a believer, as heaven is 
irreconcileable with hell, and Chrifl with Belial. 
If a man can be a believer, u e. a member of 
Chrift, a child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven, while he wallows in the 
filth of adultery, and imbrues his hands in inno- 
cent blood, farewcl Chriflianity, farewel heathen 
morality, farewcl common decency ; we arc come 
to the nonplus ultra of Antinomianifm : truth 
and virtue, law and gofpcl, natural and revealed 
religion, arc buried in a common grave. Alas ! 
my dear Sir, what have you advanced ! What can 
the wildeft ranter, what can Satan himfclf dciire 
more P 

A deiftical gentleman lately obferved, that all 
religion confilled in morality, and that ncverthe- 
lefs revelation was an ufcful contrivance of wife 
politicians, to keep the vulgar in awe, and enforce 
the practice of moral duties among the populace. 
But, alas ! the unhappy turn which you give to 
revelation, does not even leave it the poor ule 
which a dcift will allow it to have. Nay, your 
Jicheme, far from enforcing morality, lets it afide 
»t a flroke. For, if a man that actually commits 
adultery, treachery, and murder, is a pleafant child 
of God ; why ftiould not a drunkard, a fwcarer, 
a' chief,' or a traitor, be alfo accomplishing God's 
holy decrees ? Why ftiould he not prove his plea- 
lant child, as well as a wanton adulterer, and a 
perfidious murderer ? Is not this (tripping the 
woman, the Chiiftian Church, of the glorious gar- 
ment of holincl's, in which ihc came down from, 
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heaven? 1$ It not expofing her fo horrid deif; 
Without fo much as a fcrap, I lhall not fay c 
alted prcty, but erven of heathen morality, to 
herfclf decent before a world of mocking infi< 
Hath not this docirine driven Geneva heac 
into Deifih ? And is rt not likely to have the 
effect upon all, who can draw a juft infej 
from your dangerous premifes ? 

Hitherto proteftants in general have grant 
the papifts, that although good works arc nc 
ritorxom [ if any higher idea than that of rewai 
is fixed to that word J yet they are necejfary t 
ration : but fince the doctrine of Jinijhed fah 
pours in upon us like a flood ; fince good m< 
not fcruple to tell the world, that the falvatii 
a bloody adulterer, in flagrante dclitto, is fini 
and that he is a pleafant child of God, fully a 
ted and completely juftified, what have 
works to do with falvation ? We may not 
difpenfe with them, but do the moft horrid w 
Yea, " the . wheel'* of adultery, treachery, 
murder, may "run round and round again, 
ten months, without interrupting the nnifhe< 
vation of the elect, j any more than pra 
weeping, and reforming for ten years, will pr< 
the finiftied damnation of the reprobates. 

But left you fhould fay, I " blind the ey 
the readers by deceitful duft," I meet you o 
folid ground where St. James flood, whe 
©ppofed the primitive Antinomians ; and, t; 
that holy apoftle's gofpel-trump, I found an ; 
in Laodicea, and cry out to the drowfy woi 
Nicolaitan proJfeflors, whetherthey hear the 
at the Lock-chapel, or at the ¥o\mdery\ A wt 
that fieep, and arife from the dead* Shew your 
by your works. Know ye not, vain men, that 
without works is dead, that it is a putrif 
ill-fmellirrgj corpfe ? Help, ye men of God, 
us to bury it out of the-way of good works* 
frighted Morality dig a- grave ; let indignant 
Cart the horrid nuifance into it. And, whil 
commit it to hell, whence it came, while the a 
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Vrho believe, feed upon the noifome carcafc, let 
Bifliop Cowper.himfelf, attended by the author of 
P. O. fay over the grave, <s Jujiifying faith where* 
-by we are faved, cannot be without go$d works.' 9 
JJtad and damnable is the faith which ifconfiflent with 
adultery and murder. And let all the Church fay, 
Amen, and contend for the faith of God's eleel, the 
• faith maintained by St. Paul and St. James, the 
faith reccommended in Mr. Wefley's Minutes, 
the living faith that works by obedient love. 

VII. P. 10, in defence of your caufc, you pro- 
duce thofe -words of our Lord to the proud phari- 
fees, Publicans and harlots go into tlit kingdom of 
heaven before you. Surely, Sir, you would not in- 
linuate, that God takes extortioners and {trumpets 
into heaven as fuch, and that adultery and whore- 
dom are a ready way to glory ! I know you Mart 
from the horrid infinuation. And,neverthelcfs, I 
fear, this dodlrine naturally flows from the man- 
ner in which the palfage is quoted. I always 
thought thofe words of our Lord meant, that pub- 
licans and harlots could fooncrbe reclaimed from 
t.hcir execrable courfes of life, than felf-hardoncd 
pharifces from their diabolical pride : and that 
xvhile Chrifl: would admit a penitent Magdalen 
into heaven, he would thrufl an impenitent pharifce 
into hell. But what is this to the purpofe ? Does 
this make the cafe of - David, or any other lin- 
tier better, while they remain in a ftate of im- 
fenitency ? 

- VIII. P. o. You have anfwered this queftion : 
••David in Uriah's bod you fay, in a fenfe was not 
impenitent. The gr are of repentance, &c. did lie Uk$ 
* Jpark covered with aJJiesJ' . To this I reply : 
| ^1) If by a fpark or feed bf repentance you un- 
[ derftand a ray of that quickening light, which en- 
i tightens every man who comes into the world, and en- 
suring the day of lalvation, we are agreed : fup- 
pofmg you grant us. that while Clodius defiled his 
Neighbour's bed in Rome, he was fuch a penitent 
*s David when he committed the fame crime in 
Jerufalem. 
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(a) We deny, that a capacity of rcipentance h 

in ajenfe repentance, any moio than a capacity of 
obeying is in a fenfe obedience. According to 
your idea of that lb it of repentance, which David 
had when he committed murder, the moil aban- 
doned profligates, who have not yet filled up the 
mcafure of their iniquities, are all in a fort peni- 
tent ; and Adam when he ate the forbidden fruit 
was in a fort obedient. 

(3) Your alfertionisunfcriptural. You cannot 
produce one paflage to prove, that a murderer, or • 
an adulterer, in flagrante delicto , is a penitent in any 
fenfe. If David was a penitent, becaufe repen- 
tance lay in his heart as a fpark buried under 
allies ; I may fay, in direft oppofition to the words 
of our Lord, that the wicked and Jlothfulfervant was 
in fome fenfe good and diligent^ becaufe his mailer's 
talent lay buried in his napkin. 

(4; You iniinuatc, that the ajhes which covered 
the fpark of David's repentance were " his Jin" 
The comparifon is not very fortunate : for afhes 
frequently preferve the fpark which they cover ; 
but the commiffion of murder always tends tb 
quench the Spirit. If you fay, that David repented 
in fome fort while he finned, becaufe he undoubt- 
edly finned with rcmorfe of confeience ; I reply, 
(1) That he fecms to have enjoyed his crimes at 
laft, with as much carnal fecurity as Clodiuscould 
poflibly do. i 2)Ifremorfc is confounded with 
repentance, hell is filled with penitents, and moil 
drunkards and murderers are in a fort penitent ; for 
when they fin, they do it frequently with mucti 
relu&ance, 

(5^ This fcheme of a fort of repentance^ /covered 
as a Ipark in the heart of thofe whole eyes are full „ 
of adultery, and hands full of bloodj is attended 
•with the mod fatal confequences. It tends ta 
breed negligence in the heart of believers, and 
carnal fecurity in the breafl of apoftatcs ; forhow 1 
can the former be careful not to lofe- what is " 
inamilfible ? And how can the latter endeavour 
to recover what they have not loll ? Again, it 

{uuerfede§ 
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fuperfedes the diflinttion there is between the 
righteous and the wicked, and opens the door to 
the molt horrid con fu lion in the moral world. 
Has not a traitor as much right to plead the fpiirk 
of loyalty, a drunkard the Jpark of fobricty, an J, 
an highwayman the Jpark of honefty, covered 
under the afhes of his fin ; as you have to plead 
the Jpark of repentance, chaftity, and brotherly 
love, that lay covered in the heart of David during 
lis long apoftafy ? 

(6) But this is not all : if your docTrinc Is rrur, 
hat of Chriftand his apoftlcs is evidently falle. 
? or St. Paul fays to the Corinthians, Exaihincyaur- 
rives, zoktther you art in the faith. And he gives 
hem this rule of examination. Be rot deccurd ; 
either furniiators, nor adulterer s, &c. have any 
nheritancein the kingdom ofChrijL Now, if a man 
vho commits adultery and murder may have a 
'park of grace and repentance, which actually con- 
titutes him a pleafant child of God, how in the 
vorldcan he know, by thcapoftle's rule, whether 
ic is in the faith -or not ? St. John fays, with 
ipoftolic bluntnefs that commit tcth fin is of the 
levil : yes, in Ronic, replies one who is vcrfed in 
four divinity ; but fn Jcrufalem, he that commit- 
:cth adultery and murder may be in a Jort penitent , 
sonfequently a man after God's own heart. Again, 
By their fruit ye Jhall know them, lays our Lord, 
ivhen he fpeaks of wolves in fkeep's (loathing. Now, 
it is" clear, that if your do&rine is true, even when 
they commit adultery and murder, it cannot be 
known .whether they are wolves, becaufe the Jpark 
of chaftity and charity that conftituted David a 
pleafant child during his dreadful fall, may be 
concealed under all their debaucheries and bar* 
barities. 

IX. P. 13, to enforce your doclrine of a two- 
/old, and, as it appears to me, Jesuitical zvillin 
God, you again produce God's forbidding murder 
to free agents : and to this prohibition you oppofe 
the murder which the Jews committed as free 
agents, when " by picked hands they crucified Chrift, 
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toko was d'livtrtd to them by the determinate tounjd t. 
cndforeknozoled.^e of God." I hope, Sir, you would t 
not in firm ate, that God folcmnly forbids murder f 
by his revealed, and forcibly enjoins it by his fecrct 
will ! To what I have already faid on the-point. 
in the Third Check (p. 90) I now add, £1) God 
never inftigated the Jews to murder Chrift. On 
the contrary, he frequently retrained them from 
the commiflion of their intended crime. Ye feck t9 
kill me, faid Jefus to them many months before, 
they actually did it. They even made open at- 
tempts to (lone him, and caft him down a precipice 
before the time foretold. (2) When that time 
was come, God being about to give his Son a 
ranfom for the many, by his determinate counftly .1 
that one jhould die for all ; and feeing by his fort* -J 
knowledge, that the Jews, who thirfted for his blood, j 
would put him to death, he no longer hinderej. i 
them from taking him. Thus Jefus went to meet \ 
their malicious band in the garden of Gethfemane, . 
and faid, lam he whom ye feek. (3) 1 his only ] 
lhews, that divine Providence fbmetimes fuffcrs • 
moral agents to commit outwardly the fins which 
they have already committed in their own breaft: 
and he fuffers it, that they may come to condign 
punifhment, or that other wicked men may bq 
puniflied : fometimes alfo, that good men may be 3 
tried, hypocrites deleted, and the godly made i 
perfect by fufferings, like their Lord. ' , 

X. P. 13, in fupport of the fame miftake, you 
add, " You believe it to be God's revealed will) 
that every man mould his brother, as himfclf ; 
yet it was certainly according to the fecrtt will of 
God, that Jofeph's brethren mould fell" | why do 
you not {dLy^jliould hate] " him, and that he" 
Ihould go into Egypt : otherwife Jofeph muft 
have told a grofs untruth, when he faid, God did 
fend me to preferve life ■ it was not you thatfentmc 
hithtr, but God" 

To vindicate what I beg leave to call God's ko- 
nefty, permit me to obferve, ; 1) That I had rather 
believe, Jofeph told once a grofs untruth^ than f up- 

pofo 
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ofe that God perpetually equivocates, , (a) Yon 
tyfl: not raife. a doctrine upon two fentenccs which 
pfeph fpakc as a fond brother, rather than as a 
idicious divine. When he faw his brethren con- 
aurtded and when in a cordial embrace he mixed 
is tears of joy with their tears of fliame and re- 
pentance, how natural was it for him, to draw a 
r cil over their crime, and to comfort them, by ob- 
erving with what providential wifdom God had 
»yer-ruled a ,circumftance which attended their 
in ! (3) All that you can therefore infer from 
fpfeph's cafe is, that God would have his brothers 
ove him as free agents ; and that when, as free 
igents they chole to hate and murder him, the 
Lord, to fave his life and bring about his deep 
defigns, excited fome companion in their breads : 
hence they thought it Ufs cruel, while the provi- 
dential appearance of the Iflimaelitcs, made it 
appear profitable, to fell him as a Have than to flarvc 
him to death in a pit. Thus God. contrary to 
their intention, but not contrary to his own law, 
fent him into Egypt to prcferve life. But what 
is this to the purpofc ? Was it God's ferret, 
ejfetlual will 9 that Jofeph's brethren mould hate 
him, while his revealed will commanded them io 
love him, under pain of eternal damnation ? lie- 
fore you can cilabliih this docirine, you mufl. prove 
that a man is a mere machine, and God a nu-rc 
Moloch. 

XI. But to excule yourfelf, you a(k. p. 12, 
••By-fpeaking of the ferret and revealed will of God, 
do I fuppofe that God has two contrary wills ?" 
Undoubtedly you do, honoured Sir, if you arc 
comiftcht. God's revealed will, for example, is, 
that all thcfavMies of the earth Jliould be bUffcd in 
Chrijt, vith the grace that bringeth falvation to all 
men : but by his ferret will, if we may believe Cal- 
vin, moll families of the earth are abfoiutcly cur- 
fed : a decree of pretention eternally excludes 
them from an intercfl inChrift, and from the lead 
degree of faving grace. 

Again, it is God's revealed will, that all men 
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tttry where Jhould repent, under penalty of 
ftruftion : but upon your plan of do&rine, 
his fecrtt effectual will, that mo ft men, even al 
reprobates, (hall never repent. And indeed, 
ftiould they, if he hardens them either from 
mother's womb, or from the loins of their 
parent ? Once more, it is God's* revealed witl, 
all men (hould believe the gofpel, and be fav< 
free agents, if they fubmit to his gracious and 
terms : but according to your fcheme, it is 
fecret indefeclible mill, either that there (hall b 
gofpel, or only a lying gofpel, foi* moftmen ; 
that there (hall be no conditions or term 
the gofpel. Hence we are openly told, that 
does not treat with the fons of men in a w< 
condition : his language being abfolute, like 
felf, J will and you shall ; .that is, " Ye c 
I will that ye believe and be faved and 
shall believe and be faved : and ye reproba 
will that you fin and be damned, and you st 
fin and be damned." If you do not hold t 
proportions, you are with reafon afhamed of 
vinifm, if you hold them, you certainly mair 
that there are two contrary wills in God, whe 
you fuppofe that you do fo or not. 

XII. One more obfervation, and I have d 
In your Five Letters you have oppofed* this 
poiitjon, " Believing is previous to jujlif cation," 
laid, " I deny that believing precedes jujiificai 
in the day of converlion". 1 have obferved ir 
reply, that this aflcrtion fets afide juflifkatio 
faith ; becaufe, if believing does not pre 
juftification, there is no need of believing in o 
to be juftified. " This is difngenuous, fay 
Remarks, p. 10, Where do I ajfert that jiiftijtct 
precedes believing ? I believe that true faith ar.dj 
f cation are as infeparable as fire and h?at." 

To thisanfwer, (1) Your<:omparifon is not 
Fire is not the inflrument by which heat is ap 
hended, but the very fountain of heat itfelf.wr 
as faith juftifies, not as being the very four, 
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»fj[i|ftification, but merely^as an injtrufneftt that 
mrehexvK tEe truth *6Thiin who' juJLi/Us the un~ 
fodly that believes in-Jefus, Here, then, you in- 
directly give to jufljfying faith the honoijr due to 
none but the heavenly J uflifier. 

(2) We grant you, that as, in the very inftant 
in which we open our eyes, we receive the light, 
indfee : To in the- very moment in -which we be- 
ieve, we receive Chrift the truth, and are juftifi- 
:d. But ftiil you mull grant us, that believing is 
is much previous to justification, as opening the 
yes is previous to feeing. We are juftified by 
aithy and common fenfe dictates, that the i'nllru- 
oentby which a thing is apprehended, muft exifl 
►efore it can be apprehended. 

Having thus endeavoured to follow you in your 
ctreat, to cut you off from your various fubtcr- 
uges ; and having expofed, with my ufual olunt-. 
ie?s, the hard Shifts you have been obliged to 
nake, in order to keep your dofclrine the lcaft irt, 
ountenancc, permit mc to aflunj you, that I 
till remain,' with brotherly love and refpeft, 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant in the whole gofpej 

of Chrift, 



J, F LETCHER, 
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LETTER XL 



To Air. Richard and Mr, Row lam* Hux» 



Honoured and dear Sirs, 

HAVING anfwered the arguments which tuh 
of you have advanced-againft the tdo&iuncof 
juftification by works in the great day, pcrraittne 
to confidcr what may farther be advanced agaicft 
it. 

X. We cry to s i m ke jlc , By gruce fliall ycr&e /audi 
through. faith, in the day of your converfttm ; but 
to jfiEi ieva as we fay, JBy grace ihali ye be faveds 
through works, in the day of judgment. T*r* 
therefore, ye finners ; and ye faints, work out 
own falvation with fear and trembling. 

" Saved by grace, through works, in the day 
judgment ! What a farrago of popery and gofpcl I 
Faith and works, what a flieck-mg -mixture • 
Geminantur tigribus agni. You have undoubted- 
ly the full confent of " Bellarmine and the fcarlct 
whore" for fuch a match. But with what detes- 
tation would St. Paul enter his proteft again ft it* 
Jpocs he. not declare, that faith and works recipi* 
cally exclude each other ? Says he not, If by gra ce 
then it is no more of works, otherwije grace is no rnO 1 
grace. But if it be of works, then it is <no m# ] 
grace, otherwife work is no more work.— * - 
Abraham was juf ifed by works, he hath wher~£ 
to glory .for to him that worketh is the reward 
reckoned of grace but of debt : but Abraham bcliett 4 
God, and it was accounted to him for righteoufnej 
And David alfa defcribtth ihe bleffednefs of the man 
whom Cod iviputeth rightcoufnejs without woai£ 
liencc the apoftlc concludes, By graceyt are fave? 

t/irou£ 




bea/t. And a rain, Not by wo»ks- of rigkteoufnefk 
which we have done, but 0/ his mercy he faced 1 us, <3fcc* 
Now, how does-this do&rine of j-uftlficatton and 
fatvation- without work*, agree wrth yawr doc* 
trine of jufti ft cation opfalvation b* wmm in th«i 
Uft day ? And how can you reconcile S*. Paul, 
with Bellarmine, Mr. Weflcy, and. yourfetf ■?•* 

An*. I. Should you net rather aik, how w« 
can reconcile St. Paul with Jefu* Chrift, St. 
James and hitnfelf ? Is not the iecond chapter to 
the Romans- as ftrong for works, as the Minutes, 
the cpiftle of St. James, and our Lord's fermon 
on the mount ? Have we not obferved, that even 
in the epi files where- tb« Apoftle pu-rpofely main- 
tains the do&rinci> of jufti fication by faith in» the 
day of ccm verfion, he writer of works- in- fuch a 
manner as flatly to contradict himfclf, if they have 
nothing to do wkh our final j unification in the laft 

I Says he not to the- believers at Rome* If ye live 
\ ifter the Jlefh, or if ye do not caft of the works of 
itrkntfs, rioting and drunken** fa flrifo and envying, 
' &t,ye JhaU die ; but if ye through the Spirit mortify, 
ike deeds of the body, ye JhaU live* And again, Ba 
fabjeH to the, higher powens : for they that rejift thm % 



And fays he not to the Galatians, All the law is 
fidfilitd in> one word, evetrin this. Thou Jhalt love thy 
neighbour as thyfislf? And let no Antinomian per- 
fcade you, that the law of obedient love is only "ay 
*ule of life." No, it is alfo a rule of puni foments ; 
fee / tell you before, as I have alfo told you in tima 
P**fl', [fee how plainly and conftantly the Apoftle 
preached the law of Chrift!] that they who do- fuch 
things, they who are guilty of adultery, fornication* 
hatred, wrath, Jirifo, envying, murder, drunhennefs* 
fuch like, JhaU not inherit the; kingdom of God. 
-^tdfit therefore the law of Chrift, Let every mam 
&+*ove his own work ; for every, man JhaU bear his own* 
***rden. Be not deceived ; whatfoever a man Jbwetk % 
*f*at Jhull he alfo reap : for he thapfowetb to h*s fiefs 




O* 
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ytaltof the fitjh reap corruption, or rathef, p&jw* 
perdition ; but he that foweth to the Spirit Jhallof. 
the Spirit reap life everlafting ? 

When St. Paul, even in his epiftles to. the 
Romans and Galatians, preaches So evidently 
juftification and condemnation by works in the 
great day, do we not foppofe hiin deprived of 
common fenfe, when we rcprefent him as perper 
tually faying and unfaying, as building up one 
hour what he pulls down the next ? 

But as this general an fwer, though it vindicates 
our doclrine, does not vindicate the apoitle from 
the charge of contradiction, I beg leave once more 
to carry the candle of the Lord into the tower of 
Ca.lv inian confufion ; thus frail we fee the farrago 
made at Geneva with the words juftification, fair 
vation, works, righteoufnefs of the lata, and righteouf- 
nefs of faith, 

. It is evident, that every degree of juftification is 
attended with a degree of falvation. Hence when* 
St. Paul preached to the ]cvrs 9 jufiif cation by faiths 
he faid, Toyou is the word of this salvation fent; 
and when he wrote to thofe who were juftifted, he 
fays, By grace arc ye s avid through faith. This 
holds with regard to the juftification of infants, 
fpt of fuch is the kingdom of heaven ; and by the 
fame rule eternal falvation anfwers to final jufti- 
fication. 

This being premifed, wemayobferve, that when 
the Apoftle excludes works from having any hand 
in our juftification, or falvation, it is only when 
he fpeaks of the juftification of fmners, whether we 
confider them as infants or adults* For if he ex- 
cluded works from the juftification of believers 9 
either in the day of trial, or in the day of judg- 
ment, he would grofsly contradict hirnfelf : but 
now he is quite confiftcnt. Mr, Wefley and I, 
through grace* gladly join him and Titus, when 
they f**y> Not by works of righteoufnefs which we havt 
done, either in our infancy, or before the day of 
our convcrlion, but according to his mercy he iaveo 
&s by the waJJung. of regeneration^ tlial being juftificd 
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tp hU pKHt, mejhonld be made heirs according to <Ai 
of eternal life. 
But what does the-apoftle mean here by the hope 
of eternal, life ? Is it the hope of a Laodicean be- 
liever, who makes his boaft of " imputed righte* 
oufnefs and finifhed falvation," while he goes oa. 
in ftrife- and envying, perhaps in adultery and 
murder ? Certainly no : this is thchopc of the hypo~ 
crke. which Jhall' perijh. The hope according to* 
which we are made, heirs of eternal life in glory, is a- 
hetpe, which if any man hath, he will purify himfcif 
even as God is pure ; and this hope, far from being- 
contrary to our doctrine of j unification by work* 
in the laftday, is. inseparably conne&ed with the 

• laknur of love, by which perfevering believers (hall 

' then be juftified. 

Enquire we now, what are thofe works which 
St. Paul oppofes to faith and free grace ; and* I 
obferve> 

\ ( 1) That it is not abfolutely every work, or elfe< 
he. would oppofe faith to itlielf ; for believing is ■* 
as much a work of the heart, as walking to church- 
ia a work of the feet* • 

(a) Neither does the apoftlc oppofe to- faixh> 
works meet for repentance ; for he flrongly recom- 
mended them himfelf, A&s xxvi. 20. Nor t he- 
works of upright Gentiles, that fear God> and be- 
lieve he is a rewarder of thofe who diligenUy feck him* 
I£ St. Paul reprefented thefe works as " dung and* 
filthy rags," he would contradict the angel, who 
faid to Cornelius^ Thy prayers and alms, far from 
being rejected, are- come up for a memorial- before * 
GocL 

(3) Much lefsdtditev,er come into the apoftlc's 
mind, to oppofe the work of faith, and the labour of 
love, to faith and free grace ; for they arc no more 
contrary to each other, than the (talk and the ear 
arje contrary to the root that bears them. Far 
fflDA defpifing thefe works, fee how honourably 
he fpeaks of them, IVe give thanks always for yow % 
re mtmbtring without ce^fing your work of faiths ■ 
O 3 and 
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tnd labour of love in our Lord Jefus Chfift. " i 
God is not unrighteous, to forget' your work and I 
labour that proceedethof love.-— Always abound in 
the work of the Lord.— -Charge the rich* that they be 
%ich in good works, laying up for themf elves a good 
foundation, that they may lay hold on eternal life. ■ 

For want of attending to this, fame have prepof- ! 
teroufly oppofed the righteoufnefs of faith toper-: 
fbnal holinefs. The latter they look upon as the 
righteoufnefs which is of the law, and which the apof- 
tie explodes, Phih iii. 9. Thus they fiuppofe, that 
St. Paul formed the horrid wifh of not being found > 
cloathed with holinefs, without which no man fhall 
fie the Lord not confidering, that the pardon of 
fins, and true holinefs, the two in fep arable fruits- 
of a living faith, constitute the righteoufnefs which* 
is through the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs which 
is of God by faith : a righteoufnefs this, that far 
exceeds . the outfide righteoufnefs of the fcribes an& 
pharifees, with which the Apoftle had too long 
been fatisfied, and which he fo juftly defpifed after 
his converfion* 

One miftake makes way for another : thofe who 
imagine, that the apoftle would not be found in 
his own inherent righteoufnefs, flowing from 
Chrift formed in his heart by faith, insinuate, that 
he defired to be Jound clothed with the per for; al 
actions of our Lord, put upon his foul by as irra- 
tional and unfcriptural an imputation, as if Cod 
had fed Peter, when he was hungry, by imputing, 
to his empty ftoraach the meals which Chrift ate. 
in the days of his flelh ; or if he had cloathed St* 
Paul when he was naked, by laying to his account.- 
©ur Lord's being wrapt up in Twaddling cloaths 
in the (table at Bethlehem, 

But to return : the works which St. Paul ex* 
eludes, are, 

(1) The works of the ceremonial 'law- of Mofes, 
generally called the works of the- law. ' On thefe 
works moft Jewiflb converts ftill laid a very great 
itrefs, and fome of them went fo far in this error, . 

as 
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U tO'fay to their Gentile brethren, Except ye becir* 
cumcifed after the manner of Mofes,ye cannot be faved y \ 
A&s xv. i. Hence the Apoftles wrote veif: 24,- 
Certain men, fubverting your fouls, have troubled you r 
faying^ Ye mujl be circumcifed and keep the law, 
fience alfo it is faid, that when St. Paul jhaved, 
and was at charges to purify himfelf in the temple, 
he walked orderly and kept the law, A6te 
xxi.. 24. 

(2) The apoftle like wife oppofes to faith thofc 
hypocritical deeds of the mora? law, thofc external 
works of partial piety and oftcntatious mercy, by 
which prtfud pharifees think to atone for their 
finSy and purchafe the kingdom of heaven. Such 
works of unbelief and fpiritual pride cannot be 
too muth decried. They do infinite mifchief ; 
they draw a veil over our apoftafy : they breed 
felf-complacence, generate felf-conceit, and feed 
tlje oppofition of pharifees againft the gofpel. 
Hence their contempt of Chrift, their enmity 
againft his people, their ridiculing the atonement, 
detailing others, and boa fling of their own good* 
nels. St. Paul was the more zealous in bearing 
his teftimony againft thefe fruits of fclf-righte- 
oufnefs, as he knew by fatal experience, that they 
are the reverfc of fruits meet for repentance, and of 
the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith ; and that 
they Rood yet in the way of the Jews, as much as 
they once did in his own. 

. (3) The apoftle excludes alfo all the works of 
impious moralifts, who make no fcruple of robbing 
God, becaufe they are juft to man ; all the works 
ofantinomian believers, who, like the Galatians, 
pray to the Lord, and devour their neighbours ; 
or, like the Jews, faji to-day and to-morrow 
ftrihe with the fijh of wickednefs ; all the works 
which are not ultimately referred to the glory of 
God through Jefus Chrift ; and all the works « 
whofe gracious rewardablenefs is not acknow- 
ledged to flpw from the original, and proper merit 
of the Redeemer. Thefe works the Apoftle juftly 
difcards, as contrary to his doftrine of grace, be- 
caufe 
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eauf» thcy do not fpring from tha gtuce of 
but from the pride of man* explodes th 
Qppo&te to righteoufnefs of faith, becaufc 
ajse. not the works o£ humble faith, but of 
ceited unbelief ; the conftant language of 
toeing, Not unlc us, Lord* not unto ui 
%nto thy name give glory , for- thy mercy and I 
fake 

Let the' judicious reader fay, if, by tbu 
tingui&ing between the juftificajbion of a. 
in the day. of conversion, and- the. ju&ifii 
of a faint in. the great day ; and by mak 
proper difference between the works of an hi 
believer, which the apoftle juftly extols 
the works of. a proud pharifee, which: he % 
decries ; we do not perfe&ly reconcile hi 
himfelf, and £ufllciently fecure the honour o 
grace. 

Is it poffible to make larger coaceftions, wi 
facrijicing St. James's epiftle to Geneva 1 
and our Lord's invaluable Sermon on the M 
to. antinomian obftinacy ? If we continue to 
tfrat no fort of works have an> thing to do 
any fort of j unification and;falvatipn, (ball w 
juftly (hock the moral and rational part of 
kind. ? Is it not of the Lord, that the cont 
which unconverted men (how to religious pe 
rifes no higher than it does ? And do we n< 
fervc that our candor or good fenfe Ihould t> 
peeled, when we go about to perfuade the w 
tH*t half a- dozen itrained. veries of Stu Paul, 
in the favourite fcale of a .Geneva, balance, 
fuffi.cienttaoutwcigh.fi fry plain texts of the J 
tip, and the bell half of the Bible, which teft 
dirc&lv or indire£Hv. that though the final ii 
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Aws. Jufl the revcrfe : it delivers him from 
\hcjhamc offaving men by unaccountable humour, 
or damning them with unparalelled cruelty. — — * 
But how do you prove your aire rt ion ? Of what 
glory docs our dottrinc rob the Redeemer ? Docs 
it rob him of the glory of atoning for our fins, as 
our High Prieji ? or leading us into all the truth 
ncceflary to falvation, as our great Prophet ? Docs 
U rob him of the glory of pardoning our fins; and 
cftccming us righteous when we believe, as the 
Lord our rightcoufnefs ? Docs it rob him of the 
glory of making us fruitful branches in him, as 
the true Vine ? or of rendering tQ everyone accord- 
ing to his works, as an impartial Judge ? On tho 
contrary, is it not the oppofite doftrinc, which 
lefufes him the glory of maintaining the honour 
of his crown, as the King of kings and the Lord of 
lords ? 

Yes, we afRrm, that to rejeft the doftrinc of 
jultification by works in the great day, is to let 
Chrift at nought in the mod glorious of his offices; 
I* it not enough, that in the days of his flefh, he 
Waj chiefly derided, and crucified as the King of 
the Jews ? Mull he alfo in the days of his Spirit j 
be every where put to open Jham in his regal 
office ? How ufclefs is' his fceptre, and contemp- 
tible his government, if he gives his fubje&s only 
ftudows of laws, which amount to no laws at all r* 
And if, leaving his immenfe dominions in a law- 
tefe condition, he faves the happy number of his 
favourites, and damns the reft of mankind, merely 
according to Calvin's notions of free grace and 
free wrath ; or according to Dr. Crifp's fcheme of 
fclvation and damnation finiChed ? 

To this Mr. Rowland Hill anfwers before-hand, 
[Friendly Remarks, p. 45, 46.] " You flandcr thcr 

Caivinifts. .We grant, that in point of juftifU 

cation," [and of courfe of condemnation] *« we have 
nothing to do with the law: [But] though we 
boldly fay, we are under the law as a covenant of 
%wrks .yet we never were fa ignorant and daring 
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*8 to Fay, we are not under thk law (o Chr 
feet, a m hi*." 

Pardon my freedom, dear Sir, if I tell yo 
out ceremony, that like thoufands more, y< 
learned to fay Shibboleth, before yoti have p 
confidercd. the fenfe of the expreffion. 
mean any thing by being under the law U Chr 
ms a ruii of lift, you probably mean, wi 
Crifp, that Chriflr has indeed a law ; bi 
with regard to believers, who are the Tub 
his: kingdom, this law has no more the 
fanftionof ablefling for thofe who obferve 
of i. curfe far its violators. And is not t 
ing, in ambiguous words, that Ch rift's fubj 
absolutely lawlefs ? Let little: children pon 
gtvc the name of law* to rules of play, or : 
grammar ; but let not men of fenfe imital 
miftaJke, by giving that name to directions 
duel, or rules of lift, which are nolonger ei 
by rewards and penalties. 

You decry " iiiu^Uatiolns, ,, and I do no 
der at it ; for they carry light into Babel, 
it is not dcfired. The father of errors 
Darkntfs and Confufion. From Darkne 
Coafuiion fprings Cafainifm, who, wrappii 
felf up in tome garments, which he has 
from th$ Tr^th* deceives the nations, ai 
l>iiHjw£elf referenced in a dark temple^ a* if 1 
the. puse and free gofpei. 

To bring him. to a fhameful end, we ni 
ftab him with the dagger of " calumny," 
fctat upon the rack of ptrficution. Let hi 
be- dcagged of Us, ob&urtty, and brou 
Kajta&to open light. The fileot beams c 
will pierce him through! Light alone will 
\jim to. deaths a* the meridian fun does a 
»igh<, tha* canjaot fly from the gentle opc 
o£. it* beam*. 

May- the foiloMweg iUuflrafiion> dart at h 
kMnitfojtt: beam, into, the profound dark 
Wjhtfh your venerable. Diana delights to 
AixtWjc it Ibtm tiaChriHiao world* toa 
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toot 11 fonder you" when we aflert, you inadver* 
tendy defiroy God's law, and cad the Redeemer** 
crovu to the ground : and that when you fay, " In 
point of jujltfication" [and confequently of con- 
demnation"] " we have nothing to do with the law* 
We are under the law as a rule of life" but not as a 
rule of judgment ; you might as well fay, " We 
are under no law, and confequently no longer 
Accountable for our aft ions." 

The king, whom I fuppofe in love with your 
doctrines of free grace and free wrath, by the ad- 
vice of a predeftinarian council and parliament, 
iffucs out a GosPEL-proclamation, directed " To 
afi his dear fubje&s, and elect people, the Eng- 
lish." By this evangelical manifefto they are 
informed, " That in confideration of the Prince of 
"Wales's meritorious interceflion, and perfect 
obedience to the laws of England, all the penal- 
ties annexed to the breaking of thofe laws are now 
abolifhed with refpect to Englijhvien ; that his 
ttajefty freely pardons all his fubjects who have 
ifcen, are or mall be guilty of adultery, murder, or 
treafon ; that all their crimes " pad, prefent, and 
to come, arc for ever and for ever cancelled 
that neverthelefs, his loving fubjects, who remain 
■ Grangers to their privileges, fhall ftill be fcrved 
with fham warrants according to law, and frigh- 
tened out of their wits, till they have learned to 
plead, they are Englijhmen [i. e. elect : J and then, 
they fhall alfo fct at defiance all legaliits, that is, 
ill thofe who fhall dare to deal with them accor- 
ding to law : and that, excepting the cafe of the 
above mentioned, profecution of his chofen 
people, none of them fhall ever be mole fled for 
'thebreach of any law." 

" By the fame fupreme authority it is likewife 
enacted, that all the laws fhall continue in force 
again (I Foreigners, [i. e. Reprobates'] whom the 
king and the prince hate with everlafting hatred, 
and to whom they have ?greed never to fhew 
mercy ; that accordingly they (hall be profecuted 
to the utmoit rigour of every flatute, till they are 



•11 hanged or burned out of. the yray • jm 
lu^pofing no perfohal offence can fee i 
^gairift them, it fliall be lawful to hang tl 
chains for the crime of one of their forefath 
fet forth the king's wonderful juftice, difp' 
glorious fovereignty, and make his chofen ; 
rclifh the better their fweet, diftinguifliing 
leges as Englijhmen." 

*' Moreover, his majefty, who loves ord 
harmony, charges his loving fubjecls to c< 
It ill the ftatutes of England, which are ir 
again ft Foreigners, as very good rules, of h 
The Englifh, which they {hall do well to f 
but better to break ; becaufe every brc 
thofe rules will work for their good., and mai 
fing louder the faithfulnefs of the king, the 
nefs of the prince, and the fweetnefs of this 
proclamation." ' 

xi Again, as nothing isfo difpleafing to tl 
as legality^ which he hates even more than 
tinn and whoredom : left any of his dear ] 
who have a&ecl the part of a ftrumpct, i 
murderer, or traitor, Ihould, through the r 
of. their inbred corruption, and ridiculous / 
mourn too deeply for breaking fomc oi 
rules of life, our gracious monarch folemnly 
them, That though he highly difapproves o 
tery and murder, yet thefe breaches oi rules 
worfc in hjs fight than a wandering thot 
fpeaking to him, or a moment's cTulnefs 
fcrvicc : that robbers, therefore, and t. 
adulterers and murderers, who are frcc-bor 
lifltviev, need not at all be uncafy^ abdut loJ 
joyal favour ; this being utterly imperii I 
caufe they always fland complcat in the h 
loyalty, chaftity, and charity of the princ 

" Moreover, becaufe the king change 
whatever lengths the EngliJJi goon in imirn 
he will always look upon them as his j 
children, his dear people, and men after h 
heart ; and that, on the other hand, wha 




grarious' majcfty is determined ftill to confider 
them as hypocrites, vejfe.ls of wrath, and curfed chiU 
ben, for whom is referved the black nefs of dark- 
aefs forever; becaufc he always views them 
complcatly guilty, and absolutely condemned in a 
certain robe of unrigktcoufnefs, woven thoufands of 
years ago by one of their anccflors. This dreadful 
fanbtnetto + his rriajefty hath thought fit to put 
upon them by imputation ; and in it, it is his 
good plcafurc that they Ihall hang in adamantine 
chains, or burn in fire unquenchable." 

« Finally, as Foreigners arc dangerous people, 
and may ftir up his majefty's fubjetts to rebellion, 
the Englijh arc informed, that if any one of them, 
were he to come over from Geneva ft f elf, (hall 
•dare to inlinuatc, that this mod gracious gofpcl 
proclamation is not according to equity, morality, 
and godlincfs, the firft Englishman that meets him 
fliall have full leave to brand him as a papift, 
without judge or jury, in the forehead or on the 
back, ashc thinks bell ; and that, till he is farther 
proceeded with according to the utmofl feventy 
of the law, the cholen nation fliall be informed!, 
in the Gofpcl Magazine^ to beware of him, as a 
man "who fcatters firebrands, arrows, and deaths, 
and makes vnivtrfal havoc of every article of thitf 
fvveet gofpcl proclamation. Given at Geneva, 
and figned by four of his majcfty*s principal 
fecretaries of -ftatc for the. prcdcftiuojrijiiL de- 
partment." 



What would wife men think of fuch a mani- 
fcfto ? Who docs not fee, his majefly might as 
well have informed us at once, that all the laws 
of the land arc now repealed; that in (lead of 
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-r A frock, painted with flamci and dcrih, in ^Yluch !ie« 
?t tics arc Pureed by the Inquifiiioiu 
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%emg laws, they ftiall be only moral Jgngi 

dirc&ing men in the narrow way of rightec 
or in the broad way of iniquity, if the one 
them better than the other ? 

Suppofc a courtier aflerted, that we a 
under the laws of the land as rules of life ; 
not thinking men anfwer, No ; we are no' 
lutely lawlei's ; for ftatutes according to 
no Engliflimen can be profecutcd, mu 
executed, are no laws at all for Englifhme 
are onlv directions, which every one is 
liberty to follow or not, as he pleafes. I 
lefs abfurd to give the name of laws t 
■which are not enforced with the fan&ion 
.toer rewards or penalties, than to call J 
Direclory, a code of laws, becaufe it cont 
cellcnt rules of life* 

O ye abettors of Dr. Crifp's miftak* 
long will ye regard vain words, and inad 
ly pour contempt upon the King of kings 
long will ye ralhly charge us with robb 
>of his glory, becaufe we cannot join you 
'under the plaufible pretence of advanc 
nohour of nis priefthood, ye explain a^ 
Vnofi awful proteftations which he ma 
prophet ; and rob him of the royal glory oj 
ing hi* rebellious, and rewarding his 
Tuojefts according to law, as a righteous '. 

Alas ! even while ye feem zealous f< 
fovereignty, do ye not unawares r^prefent 
the weakeft of princes, or flcrcr It of tyra 
ye not inadvertently, (for I know ye -w 
do it deliberately for the world) do ye n< 
" inadvtrlwtly crown him with the (harpe 
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*od f s iron fccptre, do ye not put upon him Nero r » 
fr+pk robe ; and even flip into his loving bofom k 
Mack book of horrible decrees, more full of the 
toaipes.of unborn xefaobat&s, than the emperor 
Domitian's fatal pocket-book was full of the 
poor wretches, to whom in a gloomy day, he 
took an unaccountable diilike, and whom, on 
this, account, as well as to maintain his dreadful 
ibvereignty, h c tyrannically appointed for the 
daughter ? Never, no never (hall ye be able to 
" do juflice to the fcripture, and our Lord's kingly 
office, till ye allow, that, agreeably to his evan- 
gelical law, he will one day reward every man accor- 
ding to his works : and the moment yc allow this, 
ye give up what ye unhappily call your foun- 
dation, i. e. unconditional eucLion^ and Jinijhedfal- 
vation : in a word, ye allow juflification by works 
in the great day, and arc as heretical (Chould I 
not fay, as orthodox ?) as ourfelvei. 

I am, 

Honoured and dear Sirs, 
Your's, 

J.F. 
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LETTER 



In which the Author. Jhexas how far the Cat 
the Remonfirants agree, zv herein they di 
what makes the latter diffent from the,/ 

. eerrting the famous do&rine of impute. 

60SN2SS. 



. Honoured and dear Sir, 

ALTHOUG H I referve for two fep; 
my anfwer to your objections aj 
monflrous doclrine of perfection, and n 
the argument which you -draw from o 
teenth Article, in favour of the do£trin< 
ditional election ; the already exorbit 
©f this Check calls far a fpeedy conclu 
I haften towards it, by laying before i 
the prcfent ftate of our controverfy ; 



points which I have not yet particularl 
in this piece. . 

Imputed righteousness, as it is h 
Calvinifts, I have endeavoured to exp< 
Second Check, by the moft abfurd, and 
your plan) moft reafonable plea of a 
Antinomian, who experts to be juflifi 
great day, by Chrift's imputed rightcou 
tut works. To this you have ani'wercd 
p. 68, &c. v , by exclaiming, "Shocking fit 
derous banter," &c. and I might repl 
crying out, Logica Gcneuenfis \ But, as 
quirers after truth would not be ben 

* This letter was added after die Contents wer 
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their fake I (hall in this letter (hew how far wo 
•gree, wherein we difagree, and what makes us 
dillciu from you, about the doctrine of imputed 
righlcoufnefs. 

Wt agrcty that all the righteoufnefs which is in 
the fpiritual world, is as much Chrifl's righteouf- 
nefs, as all the light that fhincs in. the natural 
\ World at noon, is the light of the fun. And we 
, equally affcrt, that when God ju (lilies a finncr 
Vho believes in Chrivt, he freely pardons his pafi 
fins, gracioufly accounts him righteous, and as 
fuch, admits him to his favour, only through faith 
in the Redeemer's meritorious blood andperfonajt 
r *ghtcoufneis. 

To fee clearly wherein tuc difagrtt^ let us confi- 
dcr both your do&rinc, and ours ; touching, as we 
go along, upon the capital arguments by which 
thev arc fupportcd. ^ 

Confident Calvinifts believe, that if a man- is 

• tlefted, God abfolutely imputes to him Chrifl's 

• pcrfonal righteoufnefs, i. e. the perfect obedience 
J*nto death which Chiilt performed upon earth. 

[ *^his is reckoned to him for obedience arni'rightc- 
| fcufnefs, even while he is actually difobedient, and 
| before he has a grain of inheient righteoufnefs* 
^*hey coniiderthis imputation, asan unconditional 
a nd eternal aft of grace, by which, not. only a hit- 
I ; J} er ' s P a ft fi ns 3 but his crimes prffent and to come, 
they more or be they lcls, be they fniall.or be 
^Hcy great, arc for ever and for ever covcrcdL He 
eternally juflified from all things. And therefore, 
^nder. this imputation, he is perfectly righteous be- 
fore God, even while he commits adultery and 
***urdcr. Or, to ufc your own cxprcihons. what- 
ever lengths he runs, whatever dfpehs he falls 
** he always flands ab joined, a!'-nys coiapU.it intlu 
G&trlafting'rightcoufiiffs of the itcdefwrr." Jt'ive Let- 
^crs p r 26, 27. 29. In poi xt of iuiiiHcacion, tliei'C- 
*°re, it matters not- how unri ^.tcou.-i a t.'ctiet'cr 
dually is in himfelf : hecaufe flu: robe of Ciiriii's 
Pcrfonal rig'itcoufr.cis, which, at his peril, hcmu.t 
**°t attempt to patch up with any peilunuJ righte- 
P 3 ' -oufneli* 
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cmfnefs of his own,- is more than fufKcic 
adorn him. from head to foot i and he mud b 
to appear before God in no other. In thi 
garment of finijfud falvation, the grcateft ape 
Ihine brighter than angels, though they art 
themfelves black" as the old murderer, and fill 
the brute that actually wallows in the mire. 
*' bed robe," as it is- called, is full trimmed 
fuch philacteries a&thefe, "-Once in grace, a 

in grace Oncejuftified, eternally juflifiei 

Once waftied, always fair, undefiled, and wi 
fjpot." And fo great are the privileges of 
who have it on, that they can range throu 
the bogs of fin, wade through all the puddl 
iniquity, and roll themfelves in the thickefl 
of wickednefs r without contracting, the leal 
«f guilt or fpeck of defilement. 

This fcheme of imputation is fupported,. ( 
fcriptural metaphors, underftood in a forced 
fcriptural fenfe. Thus when a found Cal 
xeads about breaft plate of righteoufnefs, and th 
went of Jalvation ; or about putting on Chrijl, 
ing in him, being in him, being fowtid in him, or 
tloathed with righteoufnefs^ his" prepolTefled 
directly runs upon his imputation* And 
reads in the Pfalms, / will make mention of thy 
teoufntfs, and thintonly, he immediately cone 
that the Pfalmid meant the perfonal rightcoi 
•f the man Chri-il : as if David really made 
tion of no other righteoufnefs but that in a 
Pfalms L Or God had had no righteou 
before the Virgin Mary brougktforth her firj 
Son. 

(*) By the parable- of the man, who was . 
hand and foot , and caft into* outer darknefs, be 
he had not or. a wedding garment, L e. upon 
fcheme, becaufe Chrift's perfonal lightcou 
was not imputed to him. As if the P'ri?ice of ^ 
the mild Jefus, who fays, Learn of me, fur 
ntek had kindly invited a man to a feaft, and 
Commanded him to be thruft into hell, mcrcl 



he had not on a garment, which he never 
procure : a robe, which none but God 
cloath him with ; and which God deter- 
I (hould never be for him, wlicn he decreed, 
thrift (hould never work out an inch of 
oufnefs for one (ingle reprobate. Docs not 
xcecd Ovid's defcription of the iron-age ? 
ofpes ab hojpite tutus. The bare* mention of 
a dreadful reflection caft upon God's good- 
md our Lord's hospitality, will amount to a 
argument againft your imputation, with 
who are yet concerned for God's ado- 
pcrfe&ions, and our Lord's amiable cha~ 

By the parable of the prodigal fon, who, U 
pofed, was cioathed with the " bejt robe" of 
's perfonal righteoufnefs. But this notion 
•turned by the context itfelf : for the Father 
ct, forgiven,* and embraced, his returning 
his own ragged gaiment, before the " bejl 
f*s called for, and put upon him. Whence 
Id follow, that a (inner may be forgiven 
At the garment of righteoufnefs ; and as 
^ally accepted out of Chrift, as the prodigal 
ithout the « bejl robe" 

Sy the goodly raiment of Efau r in- whicb 
got his father's blcfling. But Mofes's ac- 
Df the cheat put upon (hort-fighted Ifaac, 
y overthrows the fchcme.of the Calvinift*. 
)bc, which they recommend, is made of 
S compleat and perfonat righteoufnefs : it is 
id wide enough, perfectly to cover even «r 
n fin : nor mult it be patched with any 
:lfc. But Jacob's drefs, far from being all 
:cc, was a mongrel fort of human and bcaft- 
lent. For, when Rebeeca had cioathed Ins 
vith Kfau's raiment, ^£ put goat-jkins upon 
ds. and upon the fmooth of his neck, to make 
Feci like Efau's hairy hands and (haggy 
And the worfl is, that the goat-lkins, and. 
au's borrowed drcls, deceived the aged. 

patriate!]* 



( »76 ; 

patriarch, and got the bl effing. Hear th 
rian. Jacob went near to his father, and hej 
and fata, The voictis Jacob's voice, but the ht 
the hands of Efau \ and hi difcerned him not 
his hands were hairy ; fo lie bUJfcd him, Gen 
at. Thus the Ik in of a goat, the emblem 
probate, unfortunately comes in to pitch 1 
bell robe. And I doubt not, but as the ty pi 
ment was too fcanty to cover Jacob's, har 
neck ; fo the fancied antitype will pro 
fliort, to cover the hands of thole, wh 
«« Ohefimus, rob their mailers and th 
and Reels of thofe, who, like David, are/wi/ 
blood, and climb up into their neighbour's 
'they do not get a more fubfkuitiai rigbte 
than that, in which you fuppofe they, liar 
pleat, while they commit their enormous 

(5) Plain fcripture is alfo brought to 1 
this imputation. David fays, Pf. xxxii, 
Blejfed is he, whofe fin is covered \ Blejfed is t 
unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity . Bi 
for your icheme ! it is thrown down by tl 
next words, And in whofe fpirit there is m 
Thus, although you would make us belie 
contrary, David's own do&rine (hews, t 
was not the bUfftd man, whofe fins are covi 
non-imputation of iniquity, when his fpirit w 
of guile, adultery, and murder. And, indc 
rolls us fo himfelf in this very Pfalm, When 
f Hence, fays he, when 1 harboured guile and ii 
tency, day attd night thy hand was heavy upi 
but when I acknowledged my fin unto thee v\ 
parted with my guile, thou forgave/1 the iniq 
my fin. 

(6) However, if David's words arc flatly « 
your imputation, it is fuppofed, that as pr 
bv St. Paul, Rom. iv. 6. they make greatly 
David defcribeth the bleffedntfs of the man tc 
God imputeth rightcoujnefs without works. J 
•already obferved, that as the apoftle canno 
tradi& David and i.imfelf, he only means a 
4he works of the law > as op^oicdto/aU/*, and 



I of faith. That this is the true meaning of Sr. 
jPs words, is evident to thole which int induce 
m, To him that vvorketh not hit usLitVETir, 
faith is courted for rip^ieoufr.efs. Who does 
t fee here, that believing, which is the coo A 
)sk that begets all others, is oppr>fcd, to the 
thlcfs works, about which the piutr: fees made 
much ado to fo little purpofe ? \Vlio does net 
rccivc, that a man mult believe, i. e. do tub 
)rk of God, before 'his faith, can be rounted fur 
■hteoufnefs; and confequcntly, that rightcoufnef's 
imputed to him ,who believes, not abfolutcly 
thout any fort of works : but only tcithout the 
rks of the law, emphatically called by the 
oftk, zcorkj, or deeds cf thelazd^ when he contra- 
lingunhcs them from faith, and thz work of 

thr 

(7) To the preceding fcriptures our Calviniffc 
:thren add a plaufiblc argument. <; God, fay 
:y, may as well impute to us Chrift 's perfect 
hteoufnefs in all our fins, and account us com- 
iatly righteous without one grain of inherent 
hteoufnefs ; as he imputed the horrid crimes of 
5 elett to Chrift in all his obedience, and ao 
mted him compleatly _ guilty without one fingle 
in of inherent fin. To deny, therefore, that 
»d imputes righteoufnefs to an elect, while he 
Full of unrighteoufnefs ; or to fuppofe, that he 
*>utes fin to an apoftate, who is fold under fin, is 
t a decent way of denying the imputation of 
r pcrfbnal fins to Chrift, and the vicarious fatis- 
Uon which he made on the crols." 
To detect the fallacy of this argument,, we need 
ly obferve, (1) That God never accounted 
■ rift " com pie at ly guilty. 9 ' Such expreffions as 
ifc, He made him fin for us : he laid upon him the 
quities of us all, &c. are only Hebrew idioms, 
iich fignify, that God appointed Chrift a facriftce 
fin ; and that the chaftifevient of our forfeited 
•re zvas upon him : which no more implies, that 
>dput on his back, by an abfolutc imputation, a 

rota 
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robe of unrighteoufnefs, woven with all the finj 
bf the elect, to make Jii.n compleatly guilty ; than 
St. Luke, when, he informs us, that the Virgin 
Mary offered two young pigeons for her purifica- 
tion, fuppofes her ceremonial uncleanncfs was, 
fomc how, woven into a couple of little garments, 1 
and put upon the back of the two young pigeon?, 
which by that means, were made completely 
unclean. 

I hope the following illuflration will convince 
you, Sir, that fuch refinements as thefc arc as con> 
trary to fober rcafon, as to fcripture duly compared 
with itfeif. Gallio gets drunk, and as he reels 
home from his midnight revels, he breaks thirty 
fix lamps in the ftrects, and fends out vollies ot 
curies to the number of two hundred. He is 
brought before you, and you infifton-his going tO 
the houfe of correction, or paying fo much money 
to buy three dozen oj; lamps, befidc the ufual fin* 
for his prophanc language. As he is not worth 
a groat, his fober brother Mitto kindly offers U 
lay down the fum for him, You. accept of th« 
44 vicarious fatisfaEsion" and binding the rake tc 
his good behaviour, you releafe him at his bro- 
ther's requeft. Now, Sir, would you be reafon- 
able, if you reckoned Mitio compUatly guilty o! 
getting drunk., fwcaring two hundred oaths, an^ 
breaking thirty-fix lamps ? Far from fuppofing 
Jlim guilty of breaking one lamp, or fwearing 
one oath, even while he makes fatisfaction foJ 
bis brother's wildnefs, do you not efteem hits 
according to his own excellent character ? 

And will you defend a doctrine, which charge) 
God with a miftakc ten thoufand times more gla 
ring, than that you would be guilty of, if yoi 
really reckoned Mitio an abandoned rake, an< 
Gallio a man of an exemplary conduct ? Will yoi 
indeed recommend dill asgofpel, an opinion whicl 
iuppofes, that the God of everlajlmg unchangt 
able love, once loathed and abhorred his belay*. 
Son ; and that the God of invariable Truth coul.« 
once fay to the holy Jcfus, " Thou art all foul, C 
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led objeft of my hatred, there is no puuty 
" while he addreffes a bloody adulterer 
Thou art all fair, my love, my undefilcd, then 
in thee f n 

iety of fcripturhl and rational arguments 
direftly or indirectly, advanced in every 
againft that capital doctrine of yours, 
bfolute imputation of Chrifl's pcrfonal 
lfnefs to believers whether they live 

with their own wives or entice away 
en's wives ; whether they charitably aflill 
ighbours, or get them treacheroufly mur- 

All thole arguments center in this. If 
ftrine h true, the divine perfections fufFcr 
al eclipfe ; one half of the Bible is era fed ; 
ics's epiftle is made void ; defiled religion 
affes for ;< pure go/pel the Calvinian doc- 
: perfevcrancc is true ; and barefaced An- 
inifm is properly recommended* as " tkt 
s of grace." 

:ng thus confidcred^owr doctrine of imputed 
fnefs, permit me, honoured Sir, to fubmit 
r inflection, the harmonizing views that 
e of God's perfections ; while we fee him ■ 
rigkteoufnefs to a man [ i. e. reckqn a man 
his] fo long as he actually believes with a 
orhing by obedient love ; and impute iniquity 
poltate [i. e. reckon him unrighteous | as 
s he departs from the faith, to work iniquity^- 
alk in the ways of unrightiovfnefs. 
firmly believe, that God's imputation, wh©- 
f fin or rightcoufnefs, is not founded upon* 
ign caprice, but upon indubitable truth. As 
5 partakers bv generation of Adam's original 
ion, before God imputes it to .us, that is, - 
: be : ccounts us really polluted ; fo are we 
.crs by regeneration of Chrifl's original righ- 
lefs, before God imputes righteoufnefs to us, 
s, before he accounts us really righteous, 
here fore a pontive and fubftantial commu- 
on ot ChrinVs righteoufnefs apprehended by 
qo lefs precedes God's imputation of righ- 



( »*> ) 



tcoufncfs to a believer, than Bartimeus's ft 
cciving his fight, and admitting the light,- wen 
previous to God's reckoning that he actually 
law. 

Although we grant, that the Almighty rails tki 
things that are not, as though they were ; and thai 
according to his foreknowledge, he frequently 
fpcaks of them in the prophetic ftylc, as if they 
were now, or had been already : )et, when he 
reckons what is, in order to pafs fentence of abfo- 
] ut ion or condemnation, he cannot deny his truth, 
and reckon a man actually chaile and charitable, 
that actually coinanits adultery and murder. W< 
dare not impute this flagrant unrightcoufnefs t< 
God. And as no guile was found in our Lord"^ 
mouth while he was upon earth, we cannot admi 
the molt diltant thought of his being full of guil 
in heaven : which we apprehend would be th 
cafe, if lie reckoned that a man, who actually fall 
from adultery into murder, is aclually undented 
and complcatly righteous. 

Again, as Chrilt bore no manner of vicariou 
pimifhmcnt for us ; or, which is the fame, asou 
iniquities were not actually laid upon him, till hi 
partook of our frail nature, and was pofitively in 
i ere fted in our corruptible blood : fo by a pari tj 
of reaion we arc not indulged with the pardor 
iind acceptance, which he merited for us, till tvi 
partake of his light and rightcoufuefs. Hence 
appears the weaknefs of that argument. Rightc- 
oulnci's may as well be imputed to us, without an) 
participation of the divitu nature : as fin was im- 
puted to Chrifh without any participation of oui 
fallen nature. We abfolutely deny the faft or 
which this argument is founded, and aflert wit! 
St. Paul, that Chrift was made fin Jor w.f, [i. c. ; 
proper facrificc for our fins J not by an imaginan 
robe of unrightcoufnefs, put upon him accordinj 
to your imputation ; but by being really viade of t 
fallen mortal woman % and fent in the Ukenefs of Jin 
fid Jlrfli, that he might fufer and die for us ; whxcl 
he could not have done, if he had not aflumc« 

ou 



Mir fallen nature ; unf alien man being quite above 
the fcach of pain and death. It is not lei's rcrtain, 
therefore, that he was made in the likenefs of 
Jinful fltjlii than it is indubitable, that he was 
in ail points templed like as zee are, yet without 
Jin. 

As furc then as Chrifl was not made Jin [i. e. a 
fin-offeringl for u s, by a fpeculative imputation of 
our perfonal fins but by being a&ually made Jlef1\ % 
clothed with our mortality, and fent in the linenefs 
ofjinful flefh : fo fure are we made the righteoufnefs 
vfCod in him, not by a fpeculative imputation of 
Iris perfonal good works, but by being made parta~ . 
&crs of the divine nature, begotten of Cod, and doath- 
td with effential righteoufnefs ; which is the cafe, 
When we put on the new man, who after God is crea- 
ted in righteoufnefs and true holincfs. Thus il appeal s 
*o us, that your imputation may .be dcmolifhcd, 
only by retorting, 2 Cor. v. 21. the Tcripture with 
*vhich it is chiefly fupported : and, if we are not 
*xiiftaken, the venerable fabric raifed upon that 
J>afTage, like Mahomet's venerable tomb, nangs in 
the air without one (ingle prop. 

That the feed of righteoufnefs, by which we are 
fivft inter e fled in Chrifl, is univerfal in all infants, 
a ppears to us evident from St. Paul's words, As by 
+ne man's [ Adam's j d if obedience, the many, the mul- 
titudes of mankind, were made finners, by a feed of 
*in : fo by the obedience of one |, Chrifl] fiall the many 9 
*hc multitudes of mankind, be made righteous, by a 
feed of righteoufnefs, to the end of the world, 
Rom. v» 19. Hence it is, that righteoufnefs 
imputed to all infants, and that, as I have 
Proved, Letter X. they (land juflificd before 
v*od, according to the inferior difpenfation they 
arc under. 

When they grow up, and hold the truth in un- 
tight eoufn cfs, by finning againfl their light ; per- 
fonal iniquity is imputed to them ; and till they 
believe again in the light) and renounce the evil deeds 
which it reproves^ they are condemned already. But 
2 the 
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g*tn receive £|HV(vflx i f J/ur frwf e/*M< 
S lttTTj of the goftch /jt rigkiwufntfc t ■ ■ < 
that bfticutth \ and their faith, which < 
admits the beams of fAc Mvn of Ri^htrv^ntfj) 
\m O rp f in putfd t& tfu'fH for ri .> h t c tfn j 
\r. honouicd Sir, is the holy imputation of 
frjhrcoufnds, which >vc read of m the macks of 
God; ami wc prefer it to yours for three reafon$: 
(i U luth /.-iff/i for its foundation; hut your i:n» 
nutation Wands upon a prcpofterous fuppoluiaiv 
irwl ChrMfjthcri^hJ cc ■ w., \ an execrable fin r -e 1 , 
tlut an tlett is perfectly righteous, white t 
flfifil* Cxcciahk initjVity, (a) Beumfe it pe 
ly agitcs with St. JamtVi \tnd?jtl<d rcligitw, 
\ch your fchemc entirely overthrows* And 
bcciufe it is fuppoited by the platncft 
atuieiT^S^ * 

The Popes have at lea ft. the letter of oncpajfogc 
Junictuttcc tlicir reonftrnui dottrincof tr»nfv' 
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% tiation. They favc appearances, when tlic^ 
.e their dupes believe, that a bit of bread i* 
jally the body of Chrift : for, fay they, Chrift took 
bread, and declared, This is my body. But, O tell 
it not in Paris, left the fubjects of the triple crown 
triumph over us in their turn ! the perjonal righ- 
tcoufnefs of Chrift is not fomuch as once mentioned 
in all the Bible, with the doctrine of imputation : 
and yet fome divines can make whole congre- 
gations of men, who proteji againft the impious 
abfurditics of the Church of Rome, believe, that 
the imputation of Chrift's pcrfonal rightcoufnefs is 
a fcriptural dochinc, and the very marrow of the 
gofpel. This g lament of their own weaving they 
caifc over adultciers and murderers, and then re- 
prefent the filthy, bloody wretches, as complcat 
in Chrift's obedience, perfect in righteoufneis, 
and "iindiJiL-d" before God. 

1 If I had a thoufand tongues, could I employ 
them more to the gloty of Chrift, and the good 
of ouls. than by crying to the thouiands who are 
ilill fold under fin, and ftill take their carnal cafe in 
that imaginary garment of righteoufneis, Awake to 
true righteoufnefs. and fn not. Search the fi riptures ; 
where is it laid, that Chrift's perjonal righteoufneis 
vas ever imputed to either man or angel ? And 
nvhere is it written, that righteoufnefs was ever 
imputed to any one, farther than he was pofleflcd 
of, and actuated by, a living, powerful, inherent 
principle of righteous faith ? 

To the law and the ttjlimony ! Can any thing b« 
plainer than the two following pofitions, on 
which all our do&rine of imputation is founded ? 
(l) Faith is a powerful, quickening, juftifying, 
fanftifying, working, victorious, faving grace, 
(a 1 'I his faith, as it fprings from, and receives 
Chrift, and his righteous power, is imputed to us 
for rightcoufnefs. 

Does not the firft of thefe proportions ftand un- 
fhaken upon fuch fcriptures as thefe ? Faith is the 
tvidence of things not /ten, and the Jubftanct of things 
Q a hoped 
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hoped for— -All things arepqffible to him that believe th 
^—Whofocver believeth is born of God ■ All thai j 

believe arejufified Purifying their hearts by faith 

—SanSlificd through faith that is in me ' This is 
the viclory that overcometk the world, even our faith 
— Ye are faved through faith Faith toorkethby 
love— Remembering your work of faith Faith 
without works is dead— —He that believeth hath ever" 
lafting life—* Holding the myfiery of faith in a pure 
cnufcience, which fome having put away concerning 
faith have made fhipwreck, &c. Is it not evident . 
from thefe fcripturcs, that all who having a living 
faith, have not only a pardon, but works, efpecially 
love, which is thefulfitling of the law— love, the mofe 
exccllent/rni* cfrighteoufnefs, in which all others 
arc contained ? And furely, if they have a pardon, 
and true, inherent righteoufnefs, in their Chrift 
accepting, loving, and obedient faith ; fhat faith 
may well be imputed to them for righteoufnefs^ or f * 
God may v/cll account them righteous. 

Nor is the fecond proportion, upon which our 
imputation Hands, lefs clearly laid down in tho 
fcriptures. Abraham believed in the Lord, and he 
counted, i or imputed it to him for righteoufnefs, Gen* 
xv. 6. What fays the fripture ? Abraham believed " 
Cod, and it was imputed to him for righteoufnefs, u e. 
for preceding righteoufnefs, through the renufiioift 
of his paft fins \ for p relent acceptance in the Beta* 
\ r ed, whom he received ; and for prefent rightc- 
oufnefs, through the righteous exertions of a faith 
that worked by love. Again, To him that believeth^ 
his faith is imputed for right eou fiefs— -We fay, that 
faith was imputed to Abraham for righteoufnefs ■ 
That he mi Jit be the father of all them that believe^ 
that righteoufnefs might be imputed to them alfo - 
He was firing in faith, giving glory to G04 ; and 
therefore it zoas imputed to him for righteoufnejs ■« 
Now it was not written far his fake alone, that it 
was iviputed to him ; but for us alfo, to whom 

+ There is but one word in the original, which our tran* 
flatou indifferently render impute sount, or reskon*. 
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it fhetll be imputed if we believe 9 Gal. iii. 6. Ro3!« 
iv. 5. &c. 

As Mofcs lias led the van of thefc te?Amon'\c.% 
in favour of our fcriptural imputation, and St, 
Paul the main body, permit St. James to bring up 
the rear. Seefi thou, fays he, how faith wrought with 
Abraham s works, and by works was faith made per*' 
feci, and the fcripture was fulfilled, which fays, Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was imputed to him for 
righteoufnefs, Ja. ii. 23. The whole is thus fum- 
mcd up by the great defender of free grapce, Tbfi 
Gentiles which followed not after righteoufnefs, havit 
attained to righteoufnefs, even the righteoufnefs whia'% 
is of faith. But Ifrael, which followed after the law 
of righteoufnefs, hath not attained to it* Wherefore ? 
Becaufe they fought it not by faith j but as it were by 
the faithlcte works, which they did in feif-righteous 
obedience to the letter of the law ; trampling under 
foot the righteoufnefs of faith, which fpeaketh on 
this wife, If thou Jhalt eonfefs with thy mouth the 
Lord Jejus, and fhalt believe in thy heart that Cod 
hath rayed him from tie dead, thou; Jhalt be fared ' for 
with the heart man belicveth unto righteoufnefs, and 
tpith the mouth confcffion is made unto falvation, Rom, 
Jx. and x. 

"Who does not fee, in rcadingTthefe words, that 
wc mud no iomcthingtfuto righteoufnefs, as well as 
unto falvation ? Is it not evident, that we muflnow 
believe with the heart in order to the former, and 
make confejfion with the mouth, as we have opportu- 
nity, in order to the l ; aticr ; and confcqucmly, 
thatrighteoufhefs imputed, as well as falvation fnifhed 
without any thing done on our part, is a doctrine, 
that is not Icfs contrary, even to St. Paul's cpiftlfer 
to the Roman* fairly taken together, than to that 
ftrong rampart of undefiled religion, the cpi-ftlc of 
St. James. 

However a cloud of objections arifes, to keep 
the light from a prejudiced reader : and as he 
thinksthat three of them are remarkably ilrong, I 
beg leave to confidcr them wi;h fome degree of 
attention, 

i 



I. Ob J. " Your iiottrinc of juflifying, fare* 
tifying, and working/ai'M imputed to us forrigk* 
teoufnefs, I bear my loud teftimony againft ; be- 
caulc it confounds Rightcoufnefs with Sanclification, 
two gofpei-bleflings, which are clearly diftin- 
guiihed, i Cor. i. 30." 

Answ. It would be much better to confound, 
than to defiroy them both ; as I fear you do, when 
you call a robe of finijhed falvation, i e. of eompkat 
rightcoufnefs and fimfncd holinefs over impenitent 
adulterers and murderers. But be that as it will, 
v your objection is groundlcfs. I have already ob- s 
ferved, and I once more declare, that, when we * 
fpeak of the rightcoufnefs of faith, we underftand \ 
three things : (1) The non-imputation, or jor* 
givenefs of the fins that are Past, Rom. iii. ,25. (2) 4 
P relent acceptance in the Beloved, Eph. i. 6. And 
(3) a principle of univerfal rightcoufnefs, by which j 
\vc arc intcreitcd in ChrinVs rightcoufnefs ; juft 
, as a branch is intercfted in the excellence of the 
vine, that is, by the generous lap, which it actually 
derives from it ; and not by an imaginary impu- 
tation of the fine grapes which the vine bore 1700 
years ago. Let no man deceive you : he that bob* 
rightcoufnefs, is a righteous branch ; even as Ckrifi 
is a righteous vine, 1 John iii. 7. John xv. 5. 

On the other hand, when we fpeak of Sanclifi* 
£ation, we underftand the wonderful change, 
wrought in us by the working of the above-men- 
tioned principle of rightcoufnefs ; and the internal 
fruits which it produces, till, by growing up into 
Chrijl in alt things* we come in the unity ofthefaith 9 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the meafurt of the ftature of the fulnefs of 
Chrift. It is evident therefore, that, con fide ring 
rightcoufnefs and fanclifi cation even in their more 
intimate union, we do not confound them at all : 
but maintain as clear a diflincYion between them, 
as that which fubiifts between the fap derived by 
a wild branch from the good olive tree, and the 
change produced in that branch upou lucn a 
derivation. II. Obj.. 
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, Obj. Your do&rine is popery refined. By 
lg faving honours to a chriflian grace, and 
ig the crown from Chrift, to let it upon 
, you (hake the very foundation of the 
iator*s throne. If this is not high trea- 
arainfl him, what crime deforces that 

«sw. Your fears are laudable, though abfo- 
y groundlefs.. (1) Faith, the humble grace 
will know nothing but Chrift, for wifdom, righ- 
zefs, fanftification, and redemption, can never 
rnour his perfon, claim his crown, or (hake 
aundation of his throne. Is it not ridiculous 
ake fo much ado about faith robbing Chriilof 
£ honours, when Chrift himielf fays, Thy 
h hath saved thee, and when the apollle cries 
Believe, and thou Jhatt be Saved? Were 
Chrifl and St. Paul two rctined papifts, 
guilty of high treafon againft the Re? 
usr ? 

) If fome will be wife above what is written, we 
not. If they are a {named of the oracles of 
, wc are not : therefore, whatever they think 
», wc mull fay, with the evangelical apoflle, 
•H was imputed to Abraham for righteoufnefs ; 
to him that believe th, his faith is imputed for 
eoufiiefs. 

I Should you fay, that Abraham's faith, or 
idieving God, hgnifies either ChriuVs perfon 
is perfonal righteoufnefs : we reply, Credat 
\s Apelta I There was indeed a time when 
inift divines could make ample proteftants- 
ve it, as cahly as the Pope can make credulous 
fts believe, that a wafer of the fize of half a 
••n, is the identical body of our Lord : but as 
y Romanifts begin to (hake off the yoke of 
(h abfurdities ; To many proteftants will caft 
/ that of calvinian impofttions. And as our 
:rs taught us to proteft, that the hocus of a 
fh pri-jit, cannot turn bread into flefli ; fo 
we teach our children to protefl, that the 

barcj 



bare aflerti'on of a calvinift minifter, canrn 
Abraham's faith into ChrihVs pcrfon, or it 
pcrfonal righteoulncfs : which mufl howc 
the cafe, if thcte words, Abraham's faith, 
believing God, wat imputed for righteoufnt 
only mean, as we arc confidently told, that «* 
or his pcrfonal right coufnefs, was impui 
Abraham for rightcoufnefs." 

(5) Docs it reflect any difhonour upon < 
to lay with St. Paul, that faith is impute* 
for righteouftnfs ; when believing includes its 
[Chrijl the xoay, the truth and the life'] as ncce 
as eating fuppofes food ; and drinking, lie 
Is it not as inipoffiblc to bel'uve in the. light, w: 
Chrift the lir-ht ; or to Relieve in the truth, w: 
Chrift the truth : as it is tu breathe withoi 
and hear without founds ? Again, if you a 
that " we warm ourfolves by going to the 
do you fap the foundation of natural philoic 
beca ale you do not fay ten times over, th 
warming j.ower comes from the fire, and not 
our motion towards it ? And do we deflro 
foundation of C'hriilianity, when we aflcrt 
Faith wcrkin* by love inimunentaliy faves u 
c.i'tfc we do not fpend lb much time as y 
faying over and over, that thefaving ment an 
faving power How from the Saviour and not 
our own of believing ? Is not this as 1 
as it is th«it the l'.ght flows in upon us fror 
fun, and v. ii from [ though it is through] the c 
ing of 'j'.ir eyes ? 

Laiily, V\ uuld not phyficians make themf 
appear very ridiculous, if they diftreffed thci 
ticnts, when they were going to take a medi 
with the fear of afcribing their recovery to 
taking the remedy, i. c. to "their own doi 
rather than to the virtue of the remedy iti 
And arc thole divines alone partakers of hcav 
wifdom, who puzzle linners that come to CI 
ai d place a lion in their way, by perpetually 
jetting into their minds a IV ar, led they fli 
afcribc their fuiva'.ion to faith, rather than to 
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r whom fakh receives ? Where does thd 
5, whole evangelical ientimcnts they fo 
edly extol, fet them the example of luch 
nents ? Is it Rom. iv. where he fays di- 

or indirectly, feven times, that faith is 
d for rightcoufiiefs ? Is it not ftrange, that at 

orthodoxy" (hould connft in fairly letting 
or explaining away the dottrine of St. Paul, 
1 as that of St. James ? 

Ob j.' «* Your mind is full of carnal reafon- 

You do not know either Chriftoryourfclf. 

did, you would never let up the inherent 
oufnefs' of faith, which is nothing but our 
ighteoufnefs, in oppolition to imputed righ* 
lefs. If you were not quite blind, or " very 
' you would fee that all our rLrJiUoujnejfts are 
\y rags ; and you would humbly acknowledge 
le only breaft-plate and robe of r ighteoufnefs, 
i we may with fafcty. and honour appear in 
; God, are the bread- plate , and robe of 
:'s ptrfonal rightcoufiiefs freely imputed to 
ithout any of our doings. This btjh robe, 
i you lo horribly befpatter, we mull defend 
1 all the Arminians, Pelagians, and Papifts 
: world." 

iwvTo do this grand objection ju ft ice, it will 
3per to confider it in iis various parts, and 
:ach a full aniwer. 

We acknowledge that we cannot think non« 
is any more compatible with the wildom of 
and flat contradiction with his f acred oracles, 
adultery is compatible with his undofiled re- 
., and murder with common morality. If 
fentiraents are " carnal reasonings," we beg 
to continue carnal rcafoners, till you can 
imend your fpiritual reafonings, cither by 
ion fenfe or plain fcripture. 
You confound, without reafon, the inherent 
:oufnefs of faith witli pharifaic lelf-righte- 
:fs. I have already proved, that the latter, 
i is the partial, external, and hypocritical 

righteouftvsfe 
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tfiglitcoufncfs ofunbclicvingformalills, is the onlj 
righteoufnefs which the prophet compares to. 
filthy rags. With rcfpc& to the former, i. c. our" 
own righteoufnefs of faith, far from fettirtg it up 
in oppoiition to imputed righteoufnefs rightlf 
undentood, we aflert, that it is the righteoufnefs of \ 
God, the very thing which God imputes to us for f 
rightcoufnefs\ the very righteoufnefs which hasf 
now the ftamp of his approbation, and will OQ8 
clay have the crown of his rewards. 

(3) You affirm, that the breaft plate of righteoufnefs 
which St. Paul charges the Kuhciians to have on, 
is Chrift's per/anal righteoufnefs imputed to us ; 
and we prove the contrary by the following argu* 
ments. The apo'tlc, who is the bed i 11 u ft™ tor of 
his own cxpieirions, exhorts the Thcffalonians to. 
•put on the brca/i-plate of faith and love. Now, at 
we never heard of foldicrs having twobreaft-platcl !■ 
on; the imaginary bi:eah>plate of th^ir general, r . 
which they wear by imputation ; and the folid 
plate of mcial, which actually covers their bread; * 
wc conclude, that the breaft- plate of righteoufnefs^ 9 
•which St. Paul recommends 10 the EphetidOS, 
together with the /hind of faith is nothing but tho 
breafl-pldtc of faith and love, which he recommend! 
to the Thelfalonians. 

To help my readers to foe your do&rine in * 
proper light, I might fay, If the brcafl-plate.rf 
our Lord's pcrlbnal obedience has no more to &D 
with our breads, than the pcrfonal dinner which' 
he took in the pharifce's houfe, has to do with 
our empty (lomachs; and the pcrfonal garment in . 
which he flionc upon mount Tabor, has to do with 
our naked ftiouldcrs ; the judicious apoftlc would 
probably have called it a brain plate, rather than 
a brcaft'plaie as having far lefs to do with the b re aft j 
and heart, than with the brain and imagination* 1 
But as this argument would rather turn upon { 
our tranflation, than upon the original, I drop \ 
it, and prefent you with one that ha> more 
i'olidity, 

if 
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fre as guilty of ridiculous, not to fay treafonahfe 
prefumption before Cod, as country clcrgymea 
Ivould be before the archbilhop of Canterbury 
and the King, if they ferioufly gave it out, that 
the flccves of their iurplices are the very lawn 
fleeves of his Grace ; and their gowns and 
caflbeks, the identical coronation-robes of his 
Klajefly. 

The fanciful parfons would no doubt be pitied 
Bry all men of fenfe ; and fo arc we by all our 
calvinift brethren ; but, alas ! for a very different 
tfeafon.. They wonder at, and kindly pity us f 
becaufe we cannot fancy ourfelves cloathed with 
robes a thoufand times more facrcd than thof* 
which Aaron wore on the great day of atone- 
ment With robes ten thoufand times more in- 
communicable, than the king's coronation robes : 
With a divine garment,* that in the very 
nature of things, can absolutely fuit none but him, 
en whofe head are many crowns, and who hatli on" 
his vesture, and on his thigh, a name written, King 
ef kings, Lord of Lords, the child born unto us of a 
virgin, the only-begotten Son of the Father, given to 
put away Jin by the facrifice of himfelf, the wonderful 
Counjellor, the mighty God$ the everlajling Father, the 
Prince of peace. 

O ye fons of men, how long will ye become fo 
vain in your imaginations, as to put on robes, on 
which the very finger of God has embroidered 
fuch incommunicable names with adamant and 
■gold. If ye arc Saviours of the world, and me- 
diatots between God. and man \ if ye are Emmanuels 
and Gods ove* all blejfed for ever, wear thorn ; they 
fit you, and they are your right. But if ye all Jlxall 
die like' vlen, who cannot atone for one fin ; and if 
the jUfi of every one of you Jhall Jte corruption, 
touch them not, unlrls it be with the reverential 
faith of the Syro-plicnician woman. Like Lcr 
you may indeed flcal a cure thion^h them ; but 
© ! do not flcal them, as thole who coin* in the 
Redeemer's drefs, and fay, I am Ckrijl \ or thofc 
R vhe 
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who tell you, / am carnal fold under ftn 9 but n* 
■latter. I am fafe. In the robes of Chrift's 
righteoufnefs, I am as righteous as Chrifl himfelf. 
If nevertheless ye are bent upon putting them on 
by lelf -imputation, at the peril of your fouls throw 
them not over the (boulders of impenitent finners; 
lcfl ye turn the truth of God into a flagrant lie ; 
left prof effing yourfelvcs wife to falvation, ye 
Become fools and change the glory £the glorious robe] 
of thi incorruptible Go</-man f into the infamous 
<:loak of an inceftuous adulterer. 

2. Suppofc that ftill dcfpifing the white robes, 
i. c. the evangelical rightcoufnefs of the faints, ye 
afpire at being cloathed with the Redeemer's 
vejlurc dipt in blood : permit me to oppofe to your 
error, the tcflimony of one of the twenty-four 
ciders, who (land ncarcft the throne, and there- 
fore known belt in what robes the faints can (land 
befoic it with fafety and honour. 

/ beheld^ fays the beloved difciple, and lo, a 
great multitude which no man can number, of all 
nations* people, and tongue * % fiood before the throne % 
and before the Lamb, cloathed with white robes, \ 
Rev. vii. 9. By comparing this verfc with Retf- 
xix. 7, 8, it is evident, that great multitude was the 
church t: iumphant, the wife of the Lamb, who he*- 5 
made her fdf ready. She is compofed'of fouls, wb ^ 
have fulfilled thofc awful commands, " JerufcZ'~ 
km. wajh thy /wart from iniquity, that thou may eft & * 
Jav'ed~ — Wajh yyiu mrJie you clean, put away the exS 
of your doing from, before my eyes : come and let J 
reafon together) iL-ugh your fins be reel as f carta, the 
Jhall be as white ai fnaw" They continued infant i^* 
prayer* that God would wafu them thoroughly fror^* 
their iniquity and cle.vife them from their fin : nor dc^J 
tlicv fciveover pleading his ;-:\aious promifes/til^^ 
the living water, the dearfng idood, ibt -fuller's foap^ 
and the refiner s fire had had their full UFc& upon— 
lhrm. Therefore to them it was granted, that^ 
thev fhoidd be arrayed in fine linen, clean an<& 
xchitc \ for the fine linen is the righteoufnefs of the 

faints. XT 
* Now 
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Now the queflion between us is, whether tht 
fine linen clean and white and the white robes men- 
tioned by : St. John, arc the evangelical, pcrfonal 
righteoufnefs of the faints, or the mediatorial 
perfonal righteoufnefs of their Lord : but who 
mail help us to decide it ? One of the ciders before 
the throne, who advances and lays unto John, 
Tkcfe, who are arrayed in white robes, are they who 
tome out of great tribulation, and have wajhed their 
robes, and made .than white in the blood of the Lamb, 
B(ev. vii. 14. Does not this information, given by 
one to whom the beloved difciple had juft faid, 
Sir thou knoweft, make it indubitable, that the 
righteoufnefs which the faints appear in befor* 
God, is a righteoufnefs which was once defilcd,and 
therefore flood in need of wafting. Now, what 
Chriflian will aiTcrt, that the perfonal righteoufnefs 
of the immaculate Lamb of God, had even one fpo.t 
of defilement ? 

Again, thofe robes were wafhed, and made whiu 
&y the faints : they have wajhed their robes. It is 
Evident, therefore, that if thofe robes were the 
perfonal righteouinels of Chrifl, the faints had 
ivaihed it. And who is the good man, that upon 
Second thoughts, will dare to countenance a pre- 
*©fterousdoc\rine, which fuppofes, that the faint* 
Xave wajhed the defiled righteoufnefs of the Lord, 
tnd made it white ? 

Once more : Thefe robes are wafhed in the blood 
the Lamb, that is, in the fountain opened foi fin* 
zndfor uncieannefs* Now if they were the robe* 
:>f Chrift's perfonal righteoufnefs, does it not necef- 
"arily follow, that Chrifl opened a fountain to wafa 
his own fpotted and finful righteoufnefs ? Is it not 
Grange, that thofe who pretend to a peculiar re- 
gard for the Redeemer's glory, ftiould be fuch 
great fticklers for an opinion, which pours 
luch contempt upon him, and his glorious 
apparel f - 

3. If the teflimony of St. John, and that of 
one of the twenty-four elders, is not regarded ; 

R 2 lei 
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let our Lord's repeated declaration, at Ieaftj be 
thought worthy of confederation. All our righ* 
teoufnefs flows from him, as all the fap of the 
branch flows from the vine. Therefore, ipeaking 
of nghteoufnefs, he lays, Buy of mjb white raiment, 
that thou may eft be cloathed, and that thefhame of thy 
Tiakedntfs do not appear , Rev. iii. 18. But that this 
white raiment cannot be his perfonai righteOufnefs, 
we prove, firft, from his own words mentioned in 
the fame chapter, Thou haft a Jew names in Sardis % 
which have not defiled their garments, Rev. iii. 4* 
Now, if thefe garments were the robes of Chrift'fi 
perfonai obedience, which neither man nor devil 
can defile, how came our Lord to make it matter 
of praife to afew names, that they had not defiled 
them ? If David could not in the leaffc, befpatter 
them by all his crimes, was it a wonder that fome 
perfons fhould have kept them clean ? Is it not 
rather furprifing, that any names in Sardis ftiould 
have defiled garments, which remain " undefiUi ? 
and without fpot" even while thofe who wear ji 
them, welter in the mire of adultery, murder, and 
inceft? v 
Once more : Our Lord fays, Behold I corne as a "'. 
thief. Blejfed is he that watcheth and keepeth to 1 
garments ; left fie walk naked and they fee his fiatae* V 
Rev. xvi. 5. Who does not lee here, that th© ] 
garments, which we are to keep with watchfulneff* 
are garments which may be fpotted or ftolen ? 
Garments of which we may be fo totally ttript, 3* 
to be feen walking naked? Two particulars, th^ 
perfectly fuit our perfonai righteoufnefs of faitl*- \ 
but can never fuit the imputed righteoufnefs 
Chrift ; that " beft robe," which neither man nc^ r 
devil can (leal, neither adultery nor murd^^ 1 
<lcfile. 

Having fpent fo much time with my Objeftor, 
beg leave to return to you, honoured Sir, and * 
conclude this efTay upon imputed righteoufnefs, \^ ■ 
fumming up the difference which fubfifts betwee 
us on that important fubjeft ; and inviting men 
candor to determine, who of us have reafon, cor^^ 
fcience, and icripture on their fide* Yo^ 
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Kra. "believe, that the uninterrupted good works, 
and the atoning fufferings of Chrift, which made 
up hi* perfonal righteoufnefs while he was upon 
earth, are imputed to the elccl; for compleat and 
eternal righteoufnefs, be their own perfonal righte- 
oufnefs what it will : infomuch that as >ou ex- 
prefs it, Five Utters, p. 27, and 29, " All debts and 
claims again ft them, be they more or be they lefs, 
be they fmall or be they great, be they before or 
be they after converlion, are forever and for ever 
cancelled : they always (land abfolvcd, always 
compleat in the cverlafting righteoufnefs of the 
Redeemer." And you think, that this imputed 
righteoufnefs compofes the robes of righteouf-' 
nefs, in which they ftand before God both in 
the day of converfion and in the day of 
judgment. 

On the other hand we believe, that, for the alone 
fake of Chrift's atoning blood and perfonal righte- 
oufnefs, our perfonal faith working by obedient 
love, is imputed to us for righteoufnefs* And we 
affert, that this living faith working by obedient 
love, together with the privileges annexed to it 
Qfuch as pardon through, and acceptance in the be- 
loved J makes up the rohe of righteoufnefs wafhed 
in the blood of the Lamb, in which true believers 
How walk humbly with their God, and will one 
*day .triumphantly enter into the glory of their 
lord. 

I hope, honoured Sir, that when we fpeak of 
perfonal faith, love, and righteoufnefs, you will do 
us the juftice to believe, we do not mean that wp 
can have either faith, love, or righteoufnefs of our- 
selves or frtfm ourfclves. No.: they all as much 
flow to us from Chrift, the true vine, and the Suji of 
'righteoufnefs ; as the fap and fruit of a brancii 
come from the tree that bears it, and from the fun 
-that freely fhines upon it. Without him we have 
nothing but helpleifncfs ; wc can do nothing but 
-fin : but with him we can do all things. If we 
call any graces perfonal or inherent, it is not then 
to take the honour of them, to ourfelves ; but 
K 3 jaaaxcVj 
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merely to diftinguifh them from imputed rigbte* 
eufnefs, which is nothing but the imputed affem- 
blage of all the graces that were in our Lord's 
breaft 1 750 years ago. 

As fome of my readers -may- defi re to know 
cxaftly, wherein the difference between perfonal 
arid imputed graces con fills ; I (hall juft help their 
conception by three or four fcriptural examples* 
Jofeph flruggling out of the arms of his tempting 
iniftrefs, has pcrfonalchdAiity> a confiderable branch \ 
of ptrjonal nghtcoufncfs : and David (paring hi* ] 
own flock, and taking the ewe-lamb that lay in 
Uriah's bofom, is compleat in imputed chaftityj ; 
which is a confiderable part of imputed rightcouf- • 
nefs.— Solomon chufing wifdom, and dedicating 
the temple, has inherent, wifdom and piety : but 
when he chufes pagan wives, and with them 
worihips deformed idols, he has imputed wifdom 
and piety.— Again, when Peter con fe ties that 
Jefus is the Chrift, the Son of the living God, he 1 
ferfonaliy wears the girdle of truth : but when he 
denies his Lord with oaths and curfes, faying, w 1 
know not .the man," he wears it only by mjfrtf^ 

tation. Once more : when David killed 

proud Goliah with his own fword, he flood cor**-" 
pleat in the perfonal righteoufnefs we plead . for : 
but when he killed brave Uriah with the fwo*^ 4 
of the children of Ammon, he flood complc^^ 
in what our opponents extol as n the be 
robe." 

And now, unprejudiced fervants of the mo<^ 
'high God, ye men of candor and piety, fcattere-^ 
•through the three kingdoms, to you, under Goc9 
we fubmit our caufe. Impartially worgh the argu — 
ments on both fides ; and judge whether the robe^ 
recommended by our brethren, deferves to be cal—- 
led " the best robe," becaufe it is really betted 
than the robes of righteoufnefs and true holintfs^ 
which we recommend ; or only becaufe it is bej& 
calculated to pervert the gofpel, di (honour Chrift^ 
difgrace undefiled religion, throw, a decent cloaks 
over the works of darknefs, render Antinonyanifnv- 

refpetUblo* 
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refpeftable to injudicious proteftants, and frigh- 
ten moral men from Chriftianity as from the 
moft immoral fyftein of religion in the world. x 

By this time, honoured Sir, you are perhaps 
ready to turn obje&or yourfelf, and fay, « You 
fonder our principles. « The doclrines of grace," 
are doctrines according to godlinefs. Far from 
x>ppofing inherent righteoufnefs in its place, we 
follow after it ourfelves ; and frequently recom- 
mend it to others. Imputed rightcoufnefs is highly 
.Confident with personal holinefs." 

To this I anfwer : I know a miftaken man, who 
believes, that he has a right to all his neighbour's 
property, becaufe St. Paul fays, All things are 
yours : and neverthelefs he is fo hpnefl, that you 
may truft him with untold gold. Juft fo it is 
with you, dear Sir. You not only believe^ but 
publickly maintain, that an cleft who feduces his 
neighbour's wife, Jlands com pleat in the everlafling 9 
perfonal chaftity of Chrift ; and that a fall into 
adultery will work for his good : and yet, I ani 
perfuaded that if you were married, you would be 
as true to your wife, as Adam was to Eve before 
the fall. But can you hi conference apologize 
for your errors, and deft re us to embrace them, 
merely becaufe your con duel is better than your 
bad principles ? 

Again, "You frequently recommend holinefs," 
*nd perhaps give it out, that the fhorteft way to it, 
is to believe your doctrines of imputed righteouf- 
nefs, and finifhed falvation. But this, far from 
mending the matter, makes it worfe. As filhes 
,would hardly . fwallow the hook, if a tempting 
bait did not cover it, and entice them : fo the 
honeft hearts of the fmplc, would hardly jump at 
imputed righteoufnefs, if they were not deceived by 
fair fpeecnes about perfonal holinefs : thus good 
food makes way for poifon, and the right robe 
decently wraps fig-leaves and cobwebs. 

Once more : Every body knows, that bad 
guineas are never fo fuccefsfully put off, as when 
they are mixed with a great deal of good gold : 
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but fuppofe I made it my bufinefs to pafs themf 
cither ignorantly or on purpofe, would not the 
public be my dupes, if they fuflcred me to carry 
on that dangerous trade, upon fuch a plea as this, 
* s I am not again ft good gold ; 1 pais a great deal - 
of it myfelf : I have even lomc about me now : 
I frequently recommend it toothers ; neither did 
I ever decry his majefty's coin ?" Would not 
every body fee through fuch a poor defence as 
this ? And yet, poor as it is, you could not, with 
any (how of truth, urge the iaft plea : for 
in order to pafs your notions about imputed 
rightcoufnefs, you have publicly fppken againft 
inktrtnt righteoufnefs, and all its fruits. In thc 
face of the whole world you have decried the 
coin, that bears the genuine ftamp of our Lord's 
goodnefs : you have called good works, <c dung, 
drofs, and filthy rags and, what is frill worfe, you 
have given it out, that you had, " fcripture autho- 
rity" lo to do. 

Should you, to the preceding objeclion, add tht 
following qucftion ; " If you were now dying, i n 
which robe would you defire to appear before 
God ? That of ChrihVs pcrfonal rightcoufnefs im- 
puted to you, without any of your good works? 
Or, that of your own fclf- rightcoufnefs and good 
works, without the blood and rightcoufnefs of 
Chrift ?" My anfwer is ready. 

I would be found in neither, becaufe both would 
be equally fatal to me : for the robe of an Antino-" 
mian is not better than that of a Pharifee ; and 
all are foolijli virgins who ftand only in the one or 
in the other. Were I then come to the awful 
moment you fpeak of, I would beg of God to 
keep me from all dclufions, and to ftrengtheh 
my heartrfelt faith in Chrill ; that I might 
be found cloathed like a wife virgin, with a 
robe waflicd and made white in the blood of the 
Lamb ; that is, with the righteouihefs of a living 
faith working by love : for fuch a faith is the 
bleE'cd. reality, that ftands at an equal diftance 



( 201 ) 



from the antinomian and pharifaic delufion. And* 
t ' I lay it + again, this rightcoufnefs of faith includes! 
V (1) A pardon through the blood and rightcoufnefs 

* ■ of Chrift ; ' 2) Acceptance in the beloved : and 

(3) An univerfal principle of inherent righteouf- 
nefs : for the kingdom of God is not meat and drink 9 
muchlefs whim and delufion; but rightkousnes^ 
fence, and joy in the Holy Ghoft. 

Bat perhaps you afk : " Which would you dc- 
' % pend upon for pardon and acceptance in a dying 
Lour ; your own inherent rightcoufnefs of faith, 
or the atoning blood and meritorious rightcoufnefs 
Of Jefus Chrift ?" If this is yourqueftion, I reply, 
that it carries its own weight along with it. For 
- if I have the inherent righteoufnefs of a living 
faith, and if the very nature of fuch a faith is [as I 
have already obferved] to depend upon nothing 
'. but Chrijl for mfidom, righteoufnefs, fanttification, 
I and redemption : is it not abfurd to afk, whether I 
would depend on any thing clfc ? Suppofe I hava 
faith working by humble love, do not I know, 
that the moment I rely upon myfclf, or my works 
as the meritorious caufe oi my acceptance, I put off 

m f I have, on purpofe, been guilty of feveral fuch repeti* 
Hons not only becaufe the fame anfwrrs frequently iolve 
different objections ; but becaufe I (hould be glad to flop 
the mouths of fome of my readers, if I may give that name, 
to prejudiced perfons, who call a carelefs, and perhaps a ma* 
lignant look over here and there a page ; and without one 
grain of candor condemn me for not faying in one letter, 
What I have perhaps already faid in half a dozen* In thefe 
perilous times we mud run the rifk of pafling for fools with 
tocn of unbiaffed judgment, that we may not pafs for heretic* 
With fome of our brethren. And it is well if, after all our 
repetitions, we are not ftill charged with not holding what 
we have fo frequently afferted. For alas ! what repetitions* 

* what fcriptures, what expoftulations can reach beafts, covered 

* with a ft»eld of prejudice, which bears fuch a common motto 
; as this, " Non perfuadebisetiamfi perfuaferis ?" Icouldwifh, 

that fuch readers as will not do j unice to the arguments of our 

(opponents, as well as to our own, would never trouble them- 
felves with our books, 
the 
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LETTER XIIL . - 



Containing a view of theprefent fiate of the controvert 
efpecially with regard to Free Wi ll ; and a Cos 
c lu s i o n , defcriptive of- the loving, apojlolic methat 
cf carrying on controverfy — expreffive of brothcrt 
love and refpecl for all pious Caluir>ifts~—and decla 
rative of a defire to live with them upon pcauabi 
end friendly terms* 



To Richard Hill, Efq; 

Honoured and dear Sir, 

HAVING fo fully confidered in my laft, th 
Mate of our controverfy with refpeci to hr> 
pvted rigkttoufnefs, I proceed to the do&rinc c 
free will, which 1 have not difcuffed in th. i 
Check, becaufe you fcem fdtislicd w'th what W 
grant you, and we arc entirely fo with what y& 
grant us concerning it. Let us, however, juftca. 
three looks, one upon our conccflions, anoth£ 
Upoy'Jwur.f, and a third upon the difference fti 
remaining between us, with regard to that capiat* 
article of our controverfy. 

I, We never fuppofed, that the natural will c 
fallen man is free to-good, before it is uiorc orleJ 
touched and rectified by grace. All we affert i; 
that, whether a man chufes good or evil, his will ', 
free, or it does not defer ve th^ name of will* It i 



W far.from us to think, that man, una flirted by <!I-r 
vine grace, is fulEcicnt to will fpiritual good ; as 
to fuppofe, that when he wills it by grace, he 
docs not will it freely. And therefore, agreeable 
to our Tenth Article, which you Quote againft us 
without the leaft rcafon, we fleadily affert, that 
whave no power to do good works without the grace of 
|t God preventing us, not that we may have a free will, 
: for this we always had in the above-mentioned 
• fwife, but that we may have a good will : believing j 
that as confirmed faints and angels have a free 
will ; though they have no evil will ; fo aban- 
doned reprobates and devils have a free will, 
though they have no good will. 
■ Again :' We always maintained, that the liberty 
of our will is highly confiftent with the operations 
°f divine grace, by which it is put in a capacity of 
*hufing life. We are therefore furprifed to fee 
you quote in triumph, Review, p. 33, the following 
paragraph out of the Second Check, " Nor is this 
freedom derogatory to free grace ; for as it was 
free grace, that gave an upright free-will to Adam 
a t his creation ; fo, whenever his fallen children 
think or aft aright, it is becaufe their free will ia 
Mercifully prevented, touched, and fo far rcftified 
by free grace." 
j At the fight of thefe conccflions, you cry out, 
1* 11 Amazing ! Here is all that themoft rigid Calvinift 
I *wr contended for, granted in a moment. Your words 
\ are purely evangelical.** Are they indeed ! 
: Well then honoured Sir, I have the plcafure to 
wform you that, if this " is all you ever contended 
-J<*, u you need not contend any more with us\ 
fincc Mr. Weflcy, Mr. Sellon, J. Goodwin, and 
Amrinius himfelf, never advanced any other doc- 
trine concerning free will. For they all agree 
toafcribe to the free grace of God through the 
Redeemer, all the freedom of man's will to good* 
Therefore, you yourfclf being judge, their 
fentiments, as well as my " word*, are purely 
toangtlical." 

S II. You 
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II. You cannot be mort fatisfied with our con* 
ceffions, than we are with your's : for you grant 
us as much freedom of will, as conftitutes us free* 
willers, or moral agents ; and in fo doing, you 
expofe the ignorance and injufticc of thofe, who 
think, that when they have called us free willers, 
they have put upon us one of the moft odioui 
badges of herefy. 

We are particularly pleafed with the following' 
con ceffions, Review, p. 38. " Grace may not violate 
the. libbrty of the will~—God foruth not a. man's 
will to do good or ill He ufeth no violence The 
freedom of the regenerate is fitch, that they may dram 
hack to perdition if they wiU.' 9 
■ We are yet better fatisfied with what you fay f 
p. 35* " ^ is in your own opinion^ that, to tht 
end of the world, this plain peremptory offer tion. of out 

JLord, I WOULD AMD YE WOULD NOT, Will thtOOt 

down and Jilencc all tht objections^ which can be raifc& 

againfl free will it proves, that thofe to whom 

was addreffed, might have come if they would* Gra*£* 
ed." And p. 43, you add, " / have granted Mf- 
F — r his own interpretation of that text, I wovl* ^ 
and ye would not." Now, Sir, if you ftand 
yourconceflion, you have granted me, That Chr^-* 
had eternal life for the Jews, who rejected itt^ 
that he had a ftrong defire to beftow it upon thenr"""* 
that he had made them fo far willing and able ^ 
come to him for it, as to leave them inexcufab^ • 
if they did not : and that his faving grace, whi^^ 
they refilled, is by no means irrefiftiblc. Fo*^ 
proportions thatfap the foundation of y our fyfler^^ 3 
and add new folidity to ours. 

However, you try to make your readers believer 
that " Still we are but juft where we were. The faid & 
yet remains in the corruption of the will giving 
to underftand, that, becaufe the Jews would not 6c 
gathered by Chrift, he had never touched and recti- 
fied their will. Thus you fuppofc, that their 
chufing death is a demon ftration, that they could 
not have chofen life : that is, you fuppofe jufl what 
you fhould have proved. 

Yon 
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You imagine, that a wrong choice always demon* 
Urates the previous pervcrfcnefs oi the will that 
makes it ; but we Ihow the contrary by matter of 
fd&. Satan and his legions, as well as our fir ft 
parents, were created perfectly upright. Their 
Xwtl was once as free from corruption as the Will 
of God 'himfelf. Nevertheless, with a will per- 
fectly capable of making a right choice : with a 
Will, that a few moments before had chofen life % 
they all chofe the ways of death. Hence appears 
the abfurdity of concluding, that a wrong choice 
always proves the will was Jo corrupted previoufly 
to that choice, that a better choice was morally 
impofliblc. Take us right however. We do not 
Juppofe, that the will of the obftinatc Jews had 
tkot been totally corrupted in Adam. We only 
Maintain, that t'hev madcas/rrt and fatal a choice, 
"With their free will, which/free grace had rectified; 
«fcs Adam, Eve, and all the fallen angels once made 
=%vith the upright free will, with -which free grace 
had created them. 

But I return to your conceflions. That which 
Jjleafesusmoft of all, I find, Review, p. 39. "Fot 
^ny'own part, [fay you,] I have not the leaft ob- 
^eftion to the expreflion free will, and find it ufed 
sin a very found fenfe by St. Auguftin, Luther, and 
Calvin, the great patrons for the doctrine of man's 
Natural inability to do that which is good fmce 
%he fall* God does not force any man to will 
either good or evil ; but man, through the cor- 
ruption of his underftanding, naturally and freely 
wills that which is evil ; but by being wrought 
vpon and enlightened by converting grace he at 
Jreely wills that which is good as before he freely 
willed the evil.^-In this fenfe the aflembly of 
divines fpeak of the natural liberty oj the will, an4 
affirm, that it is not forced." 

Thefe, honoured Sir, are our verv fenttments 
concerning free will. How Grange is it then, 
when you have fo fully granted us the natural f 
and neceflary freedom of the will, to fee you as 
S * aufticd 
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fiufhed with an imaginary vi&ory, as if you hri , j 
juft driven us out of the field ! How aftonifhing j 
to hear you cry out, p. 34, " Jefus Chrijt on the fide a 

of free will ! What ! The go/pel on the Jide offra i 

unllf What /" Yes, honoured Sir, JkfusChriJlani • 
the go/pel on the fide of free will ! And if that is not . ~ 
enough ; appeal to the 34th page of your Review, ', : 
to fhew, that the affembly of divines, and yourftlf % 1 
are on the fide of free will alfo. 

III. Confider we now the difference ftill remain- * 
ing between us. From our mutual conceflions it * 
is evident, we agree, (i) That the will is always- 1 
free : (2) That the will of man confidered as fallen 
in Adam, and unaflifled by the grace of God", is 
only free to evi l free to live in the element of ' 
fin, as a fea-fifh is only free to live in fait water. 
And (3) that when he is free to good, free to • 
chufe life, he has this freedom from redeeming 
grace. 

But although we agree in thofe material points, 
the difference between us is flill very con- 
siderable ; for, we aflert, that, through the media- 
tion promifed to all mankind in Adam, God, by 
Jiis free grace, rcflores to all mankind a talent of 
free zvilt to good, by which they are put in a capa- 
city of ckufmg life or death, that is, of acquitting 
themfelvcs well or ill, at their option in their pre* 
fent fiate of trial. ... 

This you utterly deny, maintaining that man is 
not in a Mate of probation ; and that, as Chrifl 
died for none but the cleft, none but they can ever 
have any degree of faying grace, i, e. any wiU free 
to good, Dcnce you conclude, that all the ele£l 
are in a fUte offinifieJ. ialvation ; and neceffarxly, 
infdlibly, and irrejifiLly chufe life : while all the 
jres-robatcs arc fn.it up in a flute of fnifhed dam- 
nation : a^.d nvcffaiily,. infallibly, and irrefiflibly 
chufe death. For, fuy your divines, God has not 
dccrc?d the infallible end, cither of thc clcft or the 
reprobates, without decreeing alfo the infallible 
means conducing to that end. Therefore, in the 
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day of his irrefiffible power, the 'fortunate cleft 
* are abfblutely -made willing to believe, and be> 
faved ; and the poo Hue probates to difbelieve, and 
be damned*. 

I ffiaH contlude this article by juft obferving 
that wc are obliged to oppofe this doftrine, becaufe 
it appears to us ado&rine of wrath, rather than 
a deeferine of grace. If we are not miftaken, it 
is oppofite to the general tenor of the fcriptures, 
injurious to all the divine perfections, and iubver- 
lives of this fundamental truth of natural and re- 
vealed religion, God jhall judge the world in rightc- 
tufnefs. It is calculated to itrengthen the carnal 
recurity of Laodicean, profeffors, raife horrid 
anxieties in the minds of doubting Chriftians, and 
give damned fpirits juft ground to blafpheme to all 
eternity. Again : It withdraws from thinking 
ftnners, and judicious faints, the helps which God 
ha£ given them, by multitudes of conditional pro* 
mites' and threatnings, defigned to work upon 
their hopes and fears* And, while it unncceflarily 
ftumbles men of fenfe, and hardens infidels,, it 
affords wicked men rational excufes to continue 
ki their (ins ; and gives defperate offenders full 
room to charge not only Adam, but God himfelf, 
with all their enormities- 

I fhall now be fhorter in the review of the ftate 
c>f our controversy. Free will to good is founded 
upon general free grace, and general free grace 
upon the perfect oblation which ChrifiV made upon 
the crofs for the fins of the whole world- Ge- 
neral Redemption, therefore, I have endea- 
voured to eftablifh upon a variety, of. arguments*. 
Which you decline anfwering.. 

Justification by [the eviderrce oF] wor£s i«: 
the last day, is the do&rine, which you and 
your brother have moft vehemently attacked,. 
You have raifed again ft it a: great dear of duft, 
and fome objc&ions, which I hope you will, find 
abundantly anfwered in the three firft letters of 
this Cheeky and.in the ninth.. But.fuppofe I. had/ 



titol anfwered them at allj you could not have wOfi 
the day : bcc*ufe, after all your joint oppofition 
again ft our do&rine, both you and your brother 
bear your honeft tcftimony to the indubitable trutA. 
of it, as our readers may fcc : in the firft, fifth, and 
fiinth letters. 

I need not remind you, Sir, that upon his capital 
do&rine. the Minutes in general ftand as upon a 
rock. * If you doubt it, I refer you to the fifth and 
fixth letters. 

The do&rine of a Fourfold Justifi-catioh 
"appears monflrous to your orthodoxy. Both you 
and your brother, therefore, have endeavoured to 
overturn it. But as you had neither fcripture not 
argument to attack it with, you have done it by 
fome witticifms, which are anfwered in the tenth 
letter. 

Calvinian Everlasting Lovk, according to 
which the eleel: were never children of wrath, and. 
apoftates may go any length in fin without 
difpleafing God, is a doctrine which I hav& 
attacked in all the Checks. You cannot defend 
it, and yet you will not give it up. You juft 
intimate, that when the elect commit adultery 
and murder, they are in a fenfe penitent. 
This frivolous plea, this laft fliift, is expofed^ 
Let. X. 

Finished Salvation, which you call yooQ. 
«« grand jortrefs" and which your brother flyle* 
u tht foundation of the Calvinifts" you have endea- 
voured to fupport by a variety of arguments, an- 
fwered I trutt, Let. VII. in fuch a manner, that 
our impartial readers will be convinced, your 
foundation is fandy, and your grand fortrefc by no 
means impregnable. 

' The On e ness offpeculativt Antinomianifm, and of 
barefaced Caivinifm is the point into which our con- 
troverfy inlenfibly terminates. I will not fay, that 
what we have advanced upon this fubjecl is. unan- 
swerable j but I (hall wonder to fee it anfwered to 
the fat is faction of unprejudiced readers. In the 
■Kan time I confefr) that I cannot cad my eyes 



•rpon the Calvinian Creed in the Vllth letter, 
•Mid the Gofpel Proclamation in the Xlth, without 
being aftoniftied at myielf, for not feeing fooner, 
that there is no more difference between Calvinifm 
aind fpeculaiive Antinomianifm, than there was 
"between the difciplc who betrayed our Lord, and 
Judas i'urnamcd Iicariot. 

. Such, honoured Sir, is I think, theprefent Rate 
©fourcontroverfy : bat what is that or our hearts? 
Do we love one another the better, and pray for 
each other theoftener, on account of our theologi- 
cal conteft ? Alas ! if we fell love to buy the truth, 
we (hall be no gainers in the end ; witnefs thofe 
awful words of St. Paul, Though I have all know- 
ledge, and all faith ; if I have not charity, I am no- 
thing, but a tinkling cymbal. O Sir, we (land in 
great danger of being carried away by our own 
Jpirits, beyond the facred lines of truth and love, 
which (houid bound the field of Chriftian contro- 
versy. Permit me, then, to propofe to our com- 
mon confederation, and future imitation, the mo ft 
perfect patterns in the world. 

Let us confider him firft, who in all things has the 
pre-eminence. With what wifdom and fortitude^ 
With what a happy mixture of rational and fcrrp- 
tural arguments, does Chrift carry on his important 
controversy with the pharifees I He ftands firm* 
as a rock againft all the frothy billows of their 
cavils and inve&ivcs. With aftonifhing impar- 
tiality he perfifts in telling them the moft galling 
truths ; and condemning them out of their own 
mouths, confeiences, and facred records. In fo 
doing, he lofes indeed their love and appiaufe • 
but he maintains a good confeience, and fecures 
the praife which comes from God. Nor does 
he give over bearing his teftimony againft them 
by day, and praying over them by night, till they 
Ihed his innocent blood : and when they have 
done it, he revenges himfclf by fending them the 
firji news of his pardoning love ; Co, f*>ys he to the 
heralds of his grace, preach the forgivenefs of fins 
#W° n i> all nations, beginning at JerufaUrri, the city 



my murderers* O Sir, if the Lord of glory 
fo ready to forgive thofc, who, for Want of better 
arguments, betook themfelves fir ft to pitiful 
fophifms and groundless accufations, and thetf 
to the nails, the hammer, and the fpear ; ho# 
readily ought we to forgive each other the infif* 
nificant ftrokes of our pens I 

Let St, Paul be our pattern next to Jefus Chrifo 
Confider we with what undaunted courage, and 
unwearied patience, he encounters his* brethren 
the Jews, who engrofled the election to them* 
felves, and threw duft into the -air when they 
heard that there was falvation for the Gentiles; 
In every city he mightily convinces them- out ot 
the fcriptures. They revile him, and he intreaU 
them ; they cafl him out of the temple, and hfr 
wifhes himiclf accurfed from Chrift for their fake* 
And yet, wh.cn they charge him with crimes of 
which he is ^erfe&ly innocent,, he fcruples not ta 
appeal to the Gentiles, from whole candor 
he expected more juftice than from thei* 
bigot rj . 

Fix we our eyes alfo upon the two greafeft 
apoilles, encountering each other in the field of 
coniroverfy. Becaufe St, Peter is to blame, 8u 
Paul with/lands him to the face, with all the boldneffr 
that belongs to truth. He does not give him 
place for a moment, although Peter is his fupcrior 
in many refpefts : and he lends, to the churches 
of Galatia, for their edification a public account of 
his eider brother's mi (takes. But does Peter 
He fen t it ? Does he write difrefpettfully 'of hi* 
opponent ? Does he not, on the contrary, call 
him his beloved brother Paul, and make honourable 
mention of His. toifdom ? 

When I behold thefe great patterns of ChrHlian, 
moderation and brotherly love, 1 rejoice to have 
another opportunity of recommending to the love 
and efteem of my readers, the two picus brothers, 
whom I now encounter, and all thofc who were 
jaoxe on leCs concerned in the circular letter \ 

im 
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in particular our Chriirian Deborah, the-Countefe 
of Huntingdon, and my former opponent the 
tc; Rev, Mr. Shirley, who arc far lefs honourable and 
:**| tight honourable by the noble blood that flows in 
:9 & their veins, than by the love of Chrift which 
-I glows in their hearts, and the zeal for God's 
t glory which burns in their brcafls : being per- 
£| fuaded, that their hafty ftep was intended to de- 
i^I fend the Jirjt gofpel axiom, which for want of 
L!9f .proper attention to eveiy part of the gofpel, they 
cs, : imagined Mr. Weflev had a mind. to fet afide, 
fc-i vhen he only wanted to fecure the fecond gofpel- 
! e j ; axiom. 

: m ; ■ Once more I profefs alfcTmy fincere love, and 
? >a ' Unfeigned refpecls, for all pious Calvinifts; pro- 
he te fling, I had a thoufand times rather be an in- 
confiftent Antinomian with them, than an incon- 
c-f fiftent Legalift with many, who hold the truth in 
a practical unrighteoufnefs, I abhor, therefore, the 
0? Very idea of " drejfing them up in devils cloaths, 
as the papijls- did John Hvfs ; and burning them 
jar heretics in the jlames of hell." Review, p. 92, 
If I have reprelerited an Antinomian in practice, 
as ftanding on the left hand with wicked Armi- 
nians ; it was not to condemn the miftaken per- 
fqns who lead truly Chriftian lives, though their 
heads are full of antinomian opinions ; but to 
convince my readers, that it is much better to be 
really a jheep, than to have barely a jheep's clock- 
ing', and that our Lord will not be deceived, 
either by a goat, who imputes to himfclf the 
cloathing of a ftieep : or by a wolf, who tries to 
make his efcape, by infolently wrapping himfelf 
up in the fl.epherd's garment. 

Should it be objected, that, after all the fevere 
things whicli I have faid again It the fentimcnts of 
the Calvhiiils, my profclhons of love and refpett 
for them cannot poflibly be iinccre : 1 anfvvcr, 
that although we cannot in confeience make a 
difference between a man and his actions, candor 
and brotherly kindnefs allow and command us 
to niake a diilcrcnce between a man and his 

oDiiuona 



( 2i 4 ) 



opinions, cfpccially when his exemplary con- t 
duel is a full refutation of his erroneous fctf- E 
timent. 

This, I apprehend, is the cafe with all pious « 
Calvinifts. They talk much, I grant, about 
finijhtd falvation ; but confider them with alien- • 
tion, and you will find a happy • inconfiftency a 
between their words and their actions ; for they a 
ftill work out iiidr own falvation with fear andtrtn* ^ 
hang. Again, they make much ado about a rob* B 
of imputed righteoufnefs ; but ftill they go on . 
warning their cv/n robes, and making them whitfe : 
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore their errors 
which they frafticaUy renounce, do not endanger 
their falvation ; and it would be the highelt 
degree of injuftice to confound them with aban- 
doned Nicolaitans. . 

Fanta-ittcus tells you, he is pofTeSed of an ini» 
xnenfe eftate inthe territories of Geneva ; wher*, 
by the bye, he has not an inch of ground. But 
though he talks much about his fine eftate abroad, 
he wifely conuders, that he (lands in need of food 
and raiment ; that he cannot live upon a chimera} 
and that he muft work or ftarve at home. To 
work therefore he goes, though much againft his 
■will. In a little time, by the divine ble fling upon 
his labour and induflry, he gets a good eftate, and 
lives comfortably upon it. And though he fre- 
quently entertains you with defcriptions of the 
rich robes which he has at Geneva, he takes care 
to have always a good, decent coat upon his back* 
Now, is it not plain, that, though Fantafticus 
would be a mere beggar, for all his great eftate 
near Geneva ; yet, as matters are at prefent, you 
cannot juftly confider him as burdenfome to his 
pavifh, unlefs you can make it appear, that his 
trading to his imaginary property abroad, lias 
lately made him fquander away nis goods perfonal, 
and real eftate, in l' ngland. 

This fimile needs very little explanation. A 
f ious Calvinift does not io dream aoout his ima- 
ginary 
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Lnary imputation of Chrift's per/anal obedience 
nd good works, as to forget, that he muft per- 
mally believe, or be damned ; yea, and believe 
K) with the heart unto perfonal righteovfnefs, and 
ood works. Therefore he cries to God, for the- 
ving faith which works by love. He receives it ; 
hrift dwells in his heart by faith, and this faith is 
wfmled to him for righttoufnefs, becaufe it really 
lakes him righteous. Thus while he talks about 
lie falfc imputation of righteoirfncfs, he really 
yoyj the true : He has inherent righteoufnefs, 
eace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft. When he 
peaks againft good works, he is fo happily incon- 
ftent as to. do them. If he ignorantly builds up 
he antinomian Babel with one hand, he fxneere- 
y tries to pull it down with the other : and while- 
>e decries the perfection of holinefs," he goes on 
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loarinal mi flakes are happily refuted by his godly 
:onverfation. 

Hence it is, that, although we feveiely expofe, 
the mifiakes of godly Calvinifis, we iincerely 
love their perfons, truly reverence their piety, 
ind cordially rejoice in the fuecefs which attends 
their evangelical labours. And although we 
cannot admit their logic, while they defend a bad 
»ufe with bad arguments ; we fhould do them 
preat injuftice, if we did not acknowledge, that 
heie have been, and are {till among them, men, 
eminent for good fenfe, and good learning » 
nen as remarkable for their {kill in the art of 
Logic, as for their deep acquaintance with the. 
Dracles of God. How they came to embrace 
io&rines, which appear to us fo unfcriptural 
and irrational, will bq the fubjeel: of a peculiar 
liflertation. 

In the. mean time I obferve again, that as many, 
who have right opinions concerning faith, holi- 
nefs, and good works, go great lengths in practical 
Antinomianifm ; fo many Antinomians in prin- 
ciple diftinguifti thcmfelves by the peculiar {tri&- 
nefs ; and happy legality of their conduct. Both 
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to be wondered at : the one for doing the works 
of darknefs in the cleareft light : and the other 
for walking as children of light under thedarkeft ' 
cloud. The former we may compare to green 
wood, that is always upon the altar, and never 
takes the hallowed fire. The latter to the bufh. 
which Mofes faw in the wildernefs. The flamer 
of Antinomianifm fur round them and afcend' 
from them : and yet they are not confumedV' 
Would to God I could fay, they are not firrged f- 
Nay, what is a greater miracle ftill, the love oP 
Chrift burns in their breafts, and fhines in their 
lives. They preach him, and they do it with-' 
fuccefs. Some indeed preach him even of envy and*' 
contention, and fome of love and good will. What, 1 
then ? notwifhftandin* every way, whether inpretence % } 
or in truth, Chrift is preached ; and we therein do 
rejoice ; yea, and will rejoice. Add to this, thafJ 
fome arc prudent enough to keep their opinions 
to thcmfclves. You may hear them preach moft' 
excellent fcrmons, without one word about their 
peculiarities ; or, if they touch upon them, it is 
m fo flight a manner as not to endanger either 
the foundation or fuperftru&ure of undefined* 
religion. Nay, what is a greater bleffing ftill,- 
fometimes their hearts arc fo enlarged, and their 1 .- 
views of the gofpel fo brightened, that they 1 
preach free %race as well as we ; and in the name V 1 
of God ferioully command' all men every xvlieni* 
repent. \ 

Far be it from us, therefore, to " cut off nil inter* 
fourfe and friend flap 1 ' with fuch favoured fervants 
of tne Lord. On the contrary, we thank them 
for their pious labours ; we afk the continuance, 
or the renewal of their valuable love. Where! u 
foever we have given them any juft caufe cr»^ 
offence, we intreat them to forgive us. Upc^ n 
the reasonable terms of mutual forbearance, 
offer them the right hand of fellow fhip, togcth 
with our brotherly afliftancc. We invite the~" ^ 
to our pulpits ; and alfure them, that if th« — ^ 
admit us into theirs, we (hall do by them as 

wou— i( 
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one by 4 , avoiding to touch there, or among 
• own people occasionally committed to our 
ge upon the points of do&rine debated be- 
n u9 ; and reserving to ourfelves the liberty 
taring our full teftimony in our own pulpits, 
from the prefs, againft Antinomianifm and 



r ith thefe pacific fentiments towards all pious 
ixiifts, and in particular towards your brother 
yourfelf » ana with my be ft thanks for the 
Lefcending manner in which you have clofed 
: Remarks upon the Third C neck, I conclude 
; alluring you, that [notwithftanding the re- 
ed proofs, which I find in your Review, of 
r uncommon prejudice again ft the fecond gofpel 
►in, and again ft Mr. Wefley who is fct for the 
iticc of it] I remain, with all my former love, 
a coniiderable degree of my former eftcem, 

Honoured and dear Sir, 

Your afte&ionate companion in tribulation^ 

and obedient fervant in Chrift, 




Mad eli r, 



J. FLETCHER; 



% post* 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



Containing an Account of the Renfons, which eit$d t 
to make^ at loft, a firm Jiand ngainfl mr \ 
Opponents ; and of the hope we entertain^ that 
doing our labour will not be in vain in the Lon 



O offend the world ; and, indeed, we I 
were afraid of it ourfclves. Of this ill-juc 
fear, and of the voluntary humility, which 1 
\is reverence the very errors of the good 1 
from whom wc dilTcnt ; the crafty, diligent ten 
has fo availed himfelf, as to fow his antinon 
tares with the grcatcft fuccefs. Mr. John: 
Charles Wcfley, and Mr. Sellon, have iod 
made a noble ftand ajrainft him : but an impetQ 
torrent of triumphant oppofition Mill rolls 
foams through the kingdom, bent upoa droW* 
their works and reputation in floods of contcf 
and reproach. And fbme good, miftaken i 
warmly carry on Rill the ralh dclign of publ 
turning the fecond gofptl-axiom out of our Bilj 
and out of the Church of En gland, under I 
frightful names of " Ar.v.inuinifm and Popet t 
The que If ion with us, ihcn, is not fo mil 
whether Mr. Wefley {hall be ranked with hi 
tics ; as, whether the undented religion parti 
larly defcribed in the cpiitle of St. James, and 
our f ,ord ? s fcrmon on the mount, fhali pafs fo 
dreadful hc*efy, while barefaced Antinomiao 
p a fle s f o r /; u re. * of pel. 

Nt)\v, we appi-vhend, that to debate fuchaqi 
tion in .1 fair and friendly manner, will rat 
edify than offend, either the religious or the w 

wo 




perfons think our controvcrfy 
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1. Fair arguments, plain fieri pnircs, hone (I 
als to conl'cience, and a clofc puriuit <>f 
ulons error, hunted down to its lad receiles 
never difplcafc enquirers after truth : and 
ig the bv-flandjrs, few befidcs tliefe, will 
»le thcmfelves with our publications. If we 
d our readers, it is onlv when we take our 
iof fcripture and argument, to cry out, with- 
rhymc or reafon, <: Dilingenuity ! Slan- 

Faliehood ! Calumny ! Forcer v ! Ilerefv ! 
ry!" b ' 

id as we arc, the moral world regards yet a 

argument, and the religious woild ihews Mill 

rei'pett for fcripture quoted coulidently witli. 
:ontcxt. Fight we then lovingly with fucli 
ions, for what we eilee:n to be tiic truth ; and 
te edge of our con trove rfial fwords ever fo 
, we ihall be fure to wound nobody but tho 
:s of the opposite party : and fucli aie fo great 
grace to Chrii'lianiiy,' tiiat we Hull do the 
5 of religion fervice by {tumbling thc.r: out of. 

profeflion of it, if they are above learning 
eflbns of moderation. 

id.onbte.dly we arc fevcrcly condemned by 
i good people, who forget, that Moles waa 
. obliged to oppof»\ not only Corah, Dathan, 
Abiram, who filled I hemic! ves the Lords 
ilc ; but his own dear elect brother Aaro'i 
elf: and that St. Paid was forced by peculiar 
im fiances, ut all hazards to with !L:nd Sr. 
phiinfelf. VvVd-me.tning Elis alio, who do 
ConMder confluences, and love to enjoy 
»- own cafe, rather than (to make a vigoro 
tance agtim't error and fin, will be very apt 
jonclude, that our oppoiition fprin^ from 
sohflinacy and parry fpirit. But Ihoaid fucu 
f judges read attentively the cpiiUe of S:. 

that of St. James, the firflof St. John, ;aid 
Tccond of St. Peter, which are all levelled at 
nomianifw, they will think more favourably 
ic Hand we make againlt our pious brethren, 
I a who 
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who inadvertently countenance the antim 
dclufion. 

However, it is obje&cd, " This contrc 
will hurt the men of the world, and fet 
agaiiift all religion." Juft the contrary* 
arc, indeed, Gallios, men that care for no re 
at all, who, upon hearing of our controverfj 
triumph, and cry out, " If thefe men dp not 
among themfelves, how can they defire tr 
fhould agree with them ?" As if we hac 
deli red them to agree with us, any farthe 
the plain letter of the fcripture, and the 
diclatcs of confcicnce, invite them fo to do. 
fuch prepoffeffed judges will not be hurt 1 
controverfy, tnough they fhould pretend the 
for they have their (tumbling block in thei 
bread. They would not have wanted pr 
to ridicule religion, if our controverfy hi 
ver been fet on foot : nor would they en! 
more favourable thoughts of it, if we drop 
without coming to a proper eclairciffement. 

But thefe, however numerous, are not 
world. There are in our univerfities, and th; 
out the kingdom, hundreds, and we woulc 
thoufands, of judicious and candid men 
truly fear God, and fmcercly defire to lov 
Thefe, we apprehend, are ofTended at tl 
gofpel-axiom, and driven farther and \ 
from it by the mixture of " antinomian do 
which renders it ridiculous. They are tc 
to throw away the marrow of the gofpel, < 
count of the lufcious, fulfome additions rr, 
it, to make it richer. And to thefe, we 
ourfelves, that our controverfy will prove 
as well as to our candid brethren. 

We hope it will open to the view of the 
maliels and Obadiahs, the confuted heap o 
and error, at which they fo juftly flumbh 
help them precisely to feparate the prcciou 
the vile ; that while they abhor that which 
they may cleave to that which is good* Thu 
all : when they will fee, that fomc of thof 



>m they accounted wild cnthufiafrs, candidly 
2 their part, where they arc in the right : and 
.t their battles in a rational and fcriplural man- 
, their prejudices will be foltencd, the light 
L imperceptibly Meal in upon them, and by 
Lne grace convince them, that they go as far 
of the way to the left hand, as our opponents 
to the right. 

The truth which we maintain lies between all 
remcs : or rather, it embraces and connects 
m all. The C dviuijls fairly receive only the 
• gofpel- axiom, and the Moralifls the fecoiuU 
[ mav compare gofpcl-truth to the child con- 
tied for in the days of Solomon ; both parties, 
ile they divide, inadvertently do 'l: oy it. We, 
2 the true mother, are for no divilion. Stand- 

upon the middle, fcriptural lino, we embrac e 
1 hold fall hoik gofpel-axioms. With the CaU- 
lifts, we give Cod in ChriJt a// the glory of our 
/ation ; and with the Moralifls, we take care 
: to give him in Adam any of the ihamc of our 
nnation. We have need of patience with botli, 

they both highly blame u>, beeaufe we follow 
i poet's direction, 

Inter utrumquc tene, medio iutijfimus ibis : 

»th think hard of us. beeaufe we do not fo main- 
n the particular gofpcl-axiom which they have 
Uy cfpouled, as to exclude that which they 
Uy e::plode. Jiut if we can ufe with nic-.:knefs 
wifdoin, ///:• zr incur of ri*kteoufncfs on the ri-ht 
nd and on the Uj't, and give our oppolitu adver- 
•ics on every l.cle. a fcriptuicd and rational ac- 
unt of the hope thi't is in us : moderal'.: Cal- 
nifls and evangelical Moralifls will ■ at la't 
idly give us the i i,;ht hand of fellowftiip. D.l- 
vcring that the afivar.tagvS of both tneir doe- 
ncs join in ours, they will acknowl" Ige. that 
: faith worldii * f>v /.»:r, which we preach, in- 
ides all the privileges oF folifdianii .-i and nu- 
iity \ that we dojuilicc to the g*~>f without 

making 
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ttiaking void „ the law through faith ; tfiat 
eftablilh the law, without fupcrfeding free gr 
and that we extol our high pricft's crofs, wit 
pouring contempt upon his throne. In a w 
they will perceive, that we pcifeclly recoi 
St, Paul with St. James, and both with rei 
confeience, and all the oracles of God. 

Thus fhall good men of all denominations i 
at lad among thcmfelvcs> and bend all I 
collected forces again'lt pharifaic unbelief, w 
continually attacks the fvfi gofpel-axfom ; 
againft antinomian contempt of good 'works* w 
perpetually militates again ft the Jecond. 
Father of lights grant, that this may be the h; 
effe& of our controverfy !" So fhall we blefj 
hour when a variety of lingular cireumlla 
obliged us to come to a full cclairciflement ; 
to lay, by that mean, the foundation of a : 
union, not only with each other, but alfo wit 
good and judicious men both in the religious, 
in the moral world* 



END of the FOURTH CHEC It. 
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The Contents* 

§ I. Mr, Hill endeavours to fcreen his mif- 
fakes, by prefenting the world with a wrong 

view of the controvcrfy. § II. His charge \ 

that the practical religion recommended in the 
Checks " undermines both law and gofpd," is 
retorted ; and the Mediator's Law of Liberty 

is defended. § III. Mr. H's faint attempt 

to Jnow, that his Jcheme differs from fpeculaiive 
cntinomianifm : His inconjijlency in pleading 
for and againft fin, is illujtrated by Judah's 

behaviour to Tamar. § IV. At Mr. H's 

fpedal requejl Mr. Fulfome [a grofs antino- 
mian,Jirft introduced to the world by the Rev* 
Mr. Berridge] is brought upon the Jlage of the 
contrxrocrfy. Mr. B, attempts in vain to bind 

him with Calvinifiic cords. $ V. Mr. Hill 

cannot defend his doBrines of grace before the 
judicious, by producing a lift of the grofs anti- 
nomians, that may be found in Mr. Wefley's 

focieties. § VI. Mr. Hi\\,after pajfing over 

all the arguments and [fcripturesoj 'the 4th Check, 
attacks an illujlration with the IXth. Article. 
His Jlroke is warded off, and that article turned 

againJIGalvini/m. § VII. His moral creed 

about faith and works is incompatible with his 

immoral fyfttm. § VIII. He raifesacloud 

if dujl about a fair, though abridged quotation 
from Dr. Owen ; and in hiseagernefs to charge 
A 2 Mr, 
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Mr. WefJey and his Jecond with difingmfr 1 
ity>furniflies them -with weapons againjt his I 

own errors. h IX. The <e execrable Swifr 1 

[lander* proves fierling Englifh truth. ■ 1 
\ X, The Jincerity of our Lord's intercejion I 

even for Judas, is defended. § XI. An I 

av/tvcr to two capital charges of grofs mifreprc- \ 

jjtniation § XII. Some queries concerning 

Mr. Hill's forwardne/s to accufe his opponents 
qf di (ingenuity, grofs perverfion, calumny, 
forgery, andconcerning his abrupt manner 

of quitting the field of controverfy. § XIII. 

A perpetual noife about grofs perverfions, ami 
bafe forgeries, becomes Mr. Hill as little as 
any writer, confidering his own inaccuracy with 
regard to quotations ; fome flagrant infiances of 
which a? e produced out of his Finiftied Stroke* 

$ XIV, The author, after profefing his 

brotherly love and refpeBfor all pious Calvi*. 
nijls, apologizes for his antagonijt before the 
mxti-Calvinifls ; And, —\ XV. Takes his 
friendly leave of Mr. Hill, after promifing 
him to publifh, a fermon on Rom. xi. 5,0, to 
recommend and guard the doBrine of free grace 
in a fcriptural manner. 

In the Append ex, the author proves by ten 
more arguments, theabfurdity of fuppojing with 
the folifidians, that Believers are juftified by 
works before men and angels, but not 
before GOD. 
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Finiflied Stroke of Richard Hill, Efqj 



Honoured and dear Sir, 

IHave received your Finijhed Stroke, and return* 
, the following anfwer; to you, or if you have 
quitted the field, to your pious Second, the Rev. 
Mr. Berridge, who by a public attack upon fncere 
obedience, . and upon the do&rine of a believer's- 
juflification by works, and not by faith only, has* 
already entered the lifts in your place. 

$ I. Page 6, You complain, thatl rcprefent you,, 
at fighting the battles of the rankefl antinomiarvs, 
*< Because, ( fay you J we firmly believe andunani- 
moufly aflert, that the bUod of Chrift clcanfeth from 
all fn, ar| d that, if any man fin, we have an advo- 
cate with the Father, &c. and that this advocacy 
prevails*" —Not fo, dear Sir: I apprehend you 
A 3 give 
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give your reader totally wrong ideas of ihi 
que (Hon. You know, I never «ppofed you for 

laying, that th$ blood of Chrifi deanfes a penitent 
believer fromr all fin. On the contrary, this I 
infift upon in a fuller fenfe than you do, who if 
I miftake not, fuppofe that Death, and not the 
blood of Chrift applied by the fan&ifying Spirit,, 
is to be our Cleanfer from all Jin. The point 
which we debate is not then, whether Ch rift's 
blood clcanfes from all fin, but whether it actually 
clean fes from all guilt an impenitent backflider, 
a filthy apoflate; and whether God fays to the 
fallen believer, that commits adultery and murder, 
44 Thou art all fair, my love, my undefilcd, there is n§ 
Jpot in thee 2" This you affirm in your 4th letter; 
and this I expofe, as the very quinteftence of 
ranterifm, antinomianifm, and Calviniftic perfo- 
verancc. 

*** 

The fecond part of your miftake is yet more, 
glaring than the firft. The queftion is not pas you 
inform your readers] whether, if any man fin we 
have an advocate with the Father, &c. You know,. 
Sir, that far from denying this comfortable truth,, 
I maintain it in full oppodtion to your narrow 
fyftem, which declares, that if any man, who is, 
palled by or non-e\c&cd, finneth, there is no ad' 
vacate with the Father for him ; fc4 and that there are- 
thou Cands of abfolutely reprobate wretches, bom 
to have the devil for a tempter and. an accufer, 
without any help from our Redeemer, and advocate*. 

Nor yet do we debate whether Chrift's advocacy 
prevails, in the fulled fenfe of the word, for all 
that know the day of their vifitation; This is a point 
of doctrine, in which I am as- clear as yourfelf*. 
Jiut the queftion, about which we, divide, is (1) 
Whether Chrift's advocacy never prevails, when 
he a Iks that barren fig-trees, which are at laft cut 
down for perfifting in their unfruitfulnefs, may 
be fpircd this year alfo? Whether it prevails in 

fuch 
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fccn a- manner for all thofe, who once made ever 
fo weak an ad of true faith, that they (hall never 
make fhipwreck of the faith, never, deny the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon themfelves fwift 
deftruelion f ($) Whether Aaron and Korah, David 
and Demas, Solomon and Hymeneua, Peter and 
Judas, Philetus and Francis Spira, with all that 
fall from God, (hall infallibly fing louder in 
heaven for. their grievous falls on earth ? In a 
word, whether the falvation of fome and the dam- 
nation of others, arefo fLnijhed, that during the day 
of their vifitation,. it is absolutely impoffible for 
one of the former, to draw back to perdition from 
a (late of falvation; and for one of the latter, to. 
draw dack to falvation from a ltate of perdition ? 

Thefe important queftions you fhould have 
laid before your readers as the very ground of our 
controverfy. But inftead of thfs you amufe them 
with two precious fcriptures, which I hold in a 
fuller fenie than yourlelf. This is a flroke of 
your logic, but it is not the finijhing one, for you. 
fay 

*** 

§ II.. P. 6. U -We cannot admit the contrary doc- 
trine" [that of the Checks] " without at once 
undermining both law and go/pel. For the law is. 
certainly undermined by fuppojing, that any breach, 
of it whatever, is not attended with the curfe of God.'* 
—What law do I undermine ? Is it the law of in- 
nocence? No. For. I infift upon it as well as you, 
to convince unhumbled finners, that there can be 
no falvation but in and through a Mediator.— Is- 
it the Mediator's law, the law of liberty f Certain- 
ly not : For. I defend it againft the bold attacks 
you make upon it; and Ihall now ward, off the 
dreadful blow, you give it in this argument. 

OSir, is it right to confound, as you do, .the law 
ol paradifiacalinnocence, with the evangelical law. 

ui 
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of liberty, that in point of pcrfonal fincere obedi- 
ence you may fet both afidc at one ftroke? Is ! 
not this Calviniftic ftroke as dangerous, as it is ' 
unfcriptural ? There is no law but one, which 
damns for want of abfolute innocence : All thofe 
that are under any law, muft be under this law, 
which curfes for a wandering thought as well as 
for incefl.-— But believers are not curfed for a 
wandering thought — Therefore they are under no 
law; they arc not curfed even for incefl ; they 
may break their " rule of life" by adultery as David, 
or by incefl as the unchafle Corinthian, without 
falling under the curfe of any divine law in force 
againft them ; in a word, without ceafing to bo 
men after God's own heart. 

Now whence arifes the fallacy of this argu- 
ment? Is it not from overlooking the mediator's 
law, the law of Chrift ? Can you fee no medium, 
between being under c * a rule of life" the break- 
ing of which fhall work for our good ; and * being 
under a law that curfes to the pit of hell for the 
leaft want of abfolute innocence r* Betwixt thofc 
two extremes, is there not the evangelical law of 
liberty ? 

O Sir, be not miftaken : The Gofpel has itslaw..- 
Hcar St. Paul : Gud fhall judge the fecrcts of vim by 
Jtfus Chrift, according to my gospel, Rom. ii. 16. 
Hear St. James : fo J peak ye | believers j andfo do, 
as they that fliall be judged by the law of liberty,; ■ 
for he (the believer t fliall have judgment without 
mercy, that hath fhezoed no mercy , Jam. ii, 12, 13, 
illuihated by Matt, xviii. 23 — 35. 
* Chrifc is neither an. Eli, nor a Nero, neither a 
dolt, nor a tyrant; but a prieftly king, a Melchifc- 
dec. If he is a king* he has a law ; his fubje&s 
may, and the difobedient fliall be condemned by 
it. If he is a prieftly king, he has a gracious law ; 
and if he has a gracious law, he requires no abfobUe 
impoflibilitics. Thus the covenant of grace keeps 
ajult medium between the relentlefs feverity of - 
the firfl covenant, and the antinomian foftnefs oc. 
the covenant trumpeted by fome Calviaifts... 
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Be not then frightened, Sion, from meditating 
in Chrift's law day and night : for it is the law of 
thy gracious King, who cometh unto thee j meek, and 
fitting upon the foal of a mild, pacific animal ; and 
not of thy fierce and fond Monarch,. O Geneva, 
who comes riding upon the wings of ftorms and 
temp efts, to damn the reprobates for the pre-or- 
dained, unavoidable fin ; and to encourage fallen 
believers, that climb up into their neighbour's 
beds, by faying to each of them : Thou art ail fair, 
my love 9 my undefited, there is no fpot in thee. But 
more of this to Mr. Berridge. When you have 
given us a wrong idea of the Mediator's law ; you* 
proceed to do the fame by the gofpel, with which 
that law is fo clofcly conne&ed: for you fay : 

P. 6. " The go/pel is certainly undermined, by fup- 
P$*g* " that there is provifion made in it forfbme 
]m, andnotfor others." Well then, Sir, Chrifl and 
the four E v an ge lifts have " certainly undermined 
the gofpel for they all mention the fin againft 
the Holy Ghqjl, the fin unto death, or the fin of final 
hnpenitency and unbelief ; and they not only fup- 
foUy but exprefly declare, that it is a fin, for 
Which «• no provifion is made," and the punifh- 
ment of which obftinate unbelievers and apoftatea 
ffluft per fon ally bear. Is it not ftrange, that the 
Capital do&rine, by which ourLord guards his own. 
gofpel, mould be reprefented as a capital error,, 
by which " the gofpel is certainly undermined V ' 

$ III. P. 6. To (how that your fcheme is dif-. 
fercnt from fpeculativc antinomianifm, you afk z 
«« Is the experience of "David, Lot, and Solomon, that of 
all thofe who abide by thoft doElrines ?' % — I anfwer : 
It may be that of thousands for ought you know, 
and if it is not that of myriads, no thanks to you, 
ftir, for you have given them encouragement 

enough ; 
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enough : [Though I ftill do you thejuftice to fay 
you have done it undefignedly :] And left they 
fliould forget your former innuendo,, in this very 
page you fay, that " The covenant of grace" [in- 
cluding no doubt finifhed falvation] " jtandethfun 
in behalf of the elecT* under every trial, state, and 
circumstance they canpoffibly be in which, if I 
miftakenot, implies, that they may be in; the im* 
penitent « Jlate" of drunken Lot, and adulteroul 
David ; or in the dangerous " circumftance" of 
idolatrous Solomon and the inceftuous Corinthian* 
without being lefs interefted in Jinijhed falvation+ 
than if they ferved God with Noah, Job, and 
Daniel. To this anfwer I add Flavel's judicious 
obfervation. " If the principle will yield it, it is 
in vain to think corrupt nature will not catch at 
it v andmake a vile ufe and dangerous improvement 
of it." But youfay, p. r. " You know in your 
confeience, that we deteft and abhor that damna- 
ble do&rineand pofition of real antinomians, Let hi 
fin , that grace may abound." — I belicve,.dear Sir, that 
M pious Calvinifls, and consequently ^ott, abhor 
that horrible tenet practically, fo far as you are 
faved from fin. And yet, to the great encourage* 
ment of pra&icai antinomianifm, you have made, 
an enumeration ofthegpod that/», yea, any IcngiK 
in fin, unto adultery, robbery, murder and inceft^ 
does to the pleafant children. You have allured 
them that fin fhall work for their good ; and you, 
have clofed the flrange plea by faying that a griev* 
ous fall will make them fing louder the praifes of free, 
reftoring grace, to all eternity in heaven. Now, ho* 
noured Sir, pardon me if I tell you my whole mind: 
Really to this day I think, that if I wanted ro 
make Chrift publicly "the minifter of fin," and to 
poifon the minds of my hearers by preaching an 
antinomian fcrmon from thefe words, u Let us Jin 
that grace may abound, 39 I could not do it more ef- 
fectually than by (hewing, according to the doc- 
trine 
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trine bFyour 4th Letter ; (1) That upon the whole* 
fin can do us no harm : ' 1 ) That far from hurting 
lis, tf will work for our good: And 3) chat even a 
grievous fall into adultery and murder, will make 
us fing louder in heaven ; all debts and claims againft 
believers, be they more or be they lefs, be they fmall or 
be they great, be they before, or be they after converfion 9 
being for ever and for ever cancelled by ChriJVs fulfil- 
ing the law for them. In the name of real on, I afk 
Where is the difference between publifhing thefe 
unguarded tenets, and faying roundly, Let us fn 3 
that grace may abound f 

■ Do not reply, Sir, that this objection wai 
brought againft St. Paul as well as againft you, and 
therefore the apo (lie's do&rines and your's exa&ly 
coincide ; for this would be impeaching the inno- 
cent to fcreen the guilty. The charge of indirect- 
faying, Let us fin that grace may abound, is abfo- 
tely falfe, when it is brought againft St. Paul, 
but alas ; it is too true when produced againft the 
author of P. O. Where did that holy apoftle ever 
Tay, that sin works for our good ? When did he 
(declare, that the Lord over-rules fin, even adultery 
and murder, for the good of his backfliding people ; 
and that grievous falls in this world, will make us 
more joyful in the next ? But you know Sir, who 
has publifhed thofe maxims, and who ftands to 
them even in a Finifhing Stroke ; intimating ftill, 
that it is God's " fecret will* 9 to do good to his 
people, by the abominable thing which his foul 
hateth. P. 55, 1. 36, &c. O Sir, hell is not far- 
ther from heaven, than this doclrine from that of 
the apoftle : for while you abfolutely promife 
fallen believers louder fongs in heaven, he conditi- 
onally threatens them with much forer punifhment 
in hell, Heb. x. 29, and Chrift fays, Go and fin no 
more," left a worse thing happen unto thee. But 
your feneme fays, Go any length in fin, and a 
more excellent thing fhall happen unto thee :" A 
grievous fall will drive thee nearer to Chrift." 

Leaving 



Leaving you to reconcile yourfolf with holy 
¥ aul and our blcffcd Lord, I beg leave to account 
for the warmth, with which you fometimes plead 
far 9 and fometimes againft fin. As a good mailt, 
you undoubtedly " deteft and abhor" this danger* 
ous maxim of the great Diana of the antmomians$ 
fin works for good to believers ; but as a found Cal* 
vinift, you plead for it, yea and you father it upon 
the apoftle too: See 3d Check, p. 90. This con- 
trariety in your fentiments, may be i 11 u ft rated by 
Judah's inconfiftent behaviour to Tamar. 

As Tamar was an agreeable woman, Judah took 
an antinomian fancy to her, gave her his fignet, 
bracelets and flaffiox a pledge ; and faithfully fent 
her a kid from the flock. But as (he was his dis- 
graced daughter-in-law, big with a baftard-child, 
though he himfelf was the father of it, he rofe 
againft her with uncommon indignation, and faid 
in a fit of legality , Bring her forth thatfhe may bt 
burnt. Oh ! that, in (lead of calling me " a f pi- 
ritual calumniator ," and accufing me of <c vile 
falfhood and erqfs pcrvcrfion" for bearing my tefti* 
xnony againft a lumilar inconfiftency, you would 
imitate the undeceived patriarch, take your fignet 
and bracelets again ; I mean, call in your 4th Let* 
ter, that fatal pledge feat me from the prefs for 
your great Diana, and from this time know hit 
again no mote /&en. xxxviii. xxvi. 



§ V, But you are not put out of countenance 
by your former mi flakes for p* 8, 9, fpeaking, it 
feems, of thofe mi ft a ken good men, " who fay 
more, at times ^ for fin than againft it," or of thofe 
who traduce obedience, and made void the law 
through faith ; rep re fen ting it as a bare rule of 
life, the breaking of which will in the end work 
for the believer's good ; you fay " Though I have 
begged you fo earnefily in my review , to point out by name 

"who 
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tuJta thefe taretches 9 'fyou fliould fay thefc perfons,*) 
U are : Though I have told you, that without this the 
charge of flander mujt be for ever at your door ; JtiH 
neither they nor their converts are produced, no nor one 
motationfrom their writings, in order to prove thefe 
black charges upon them."—Hert is a heap of grofs 
miftakes. I have not only produced one quotation, 
but, many,, both from Dr. Crifp's writings and 
yobr own. See 2d Check, from p. 78 to page 83, 
—and 3d Check, from p. 71. to p. 96.— Again, 
that "neither they nor their converts are produ- 
ced," is a capital overfight. Turn to 4th Check, 
p. 145; "Produce a few of them," fays your bro- 
ther ; to which I anfwer: " Well Sir, I produce 
firft, the author of P. O. next yourfelf, and then, 
all the Calvinifls who admire your brother's 4th 
letter, where he not only infmuatcs, but open I v 
attempts to prove, that David, &c. flood obfolve'd 
and compleat in the everlafting righteoufnefs of thrift, 
"while his eyes were full of adultery, and his 
Kinds of blood. Now, Sir, if this was the cafe 
Of David, it may not only be that of many, but of 
*11 the elett 2" For the imaginary covenant of 
Unified falvation, ftands asfure for fallen belie vers, 
*vho cheat, fwcar, and get drunk; as for thole 
Who commit adultery, murder, and inceft. 

But fince you prefs me ft ill to produce witnef- 
Res, I promiieyou to produce by and by the Rev, 
Nlr. Bcrridge, your Second, together with his an- 
: inomian pleas again ilfmcere obedience. In the mean 
time I produce u Mr. Fuljome," together with a 
% notation from " The Chriflian world anmafked." It 
Contains a ludicrous defcription of a confident an- 
tinornian brought over to the doftrines of grace by, 
I know not which of our gofpel-minifters. 

His name ( fays Mr. Bcrridge] was Mr. Fulfomt, 
and his mother's maiden name was Mifs Wanton. 
"When the cloth was removed, and fome few tank- 
ards had gone round, Mr. Fulfomc's face looked 
B like 
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like the red lion painted on my landlord's fign, 
and his mouth began to open. He talked fwirn- 
mindly about religion, and vapoured much is 
praile of [CaJviniftic] perfeverance. Each freih 
tankard threw a frefh light upon his fuhjeft, &C." 
«• No Gn, he faid, can hurt me. I have had a call, 
and my election is fafe. Satan may pound me, if 
he pleafe ; but Jefus rjoufl replevy me. What care 
I for drunken nefs or whoredom, for cheating or a 
little lying ? Theie fins may hurt another, but 
they cannot hurt me. Let me wander where I 
will from God, Jefus Chrift muft fetch me back 
again. I may fall a thoufand times, but I fhaU 
rife again ; yes, I may fall exceeding foully."— 
And k> he did^ for inftantly he pitched witk his 
head upon the floor,, and the tankard in his hand* 
Ghriftian world uwmajked : ad Ed : p. 191. 

§ Thus fell the antinomian champion of Cab 
vinifiic perfeverance. " The tankard, Mr. Ber- 
lidge adds, was recovered, but no one thought it worth 
their while to lift up Mr. Fulfome."'— And what docs 
Mr. Fulfome care for it, if Jefus Chrift himfelfi* 
absolutely engaged to raife him up, though he had 
fpilt, not only fome of my landlord's ale, but all 
my landlord's blood? Let Mr. Fulfome take a 
peaceful nap upon the floor, till he can call for 
another tankard; it will never hurt him, for Mr. 
Hill declares that the covenant of grace Jlandethfure 
in behalf of the elett under every trial, Jiate and circum* 
fiance they can pojfibly be in : and that God over -rules 
fin.fOK their, cooo. Fin. Stroke, p. 6. and p. 55. 

Upon the principles of Calviuifm no logician in 
the world can, I think, find a flaw in the follow- 
ing arguments of Mr. Fulfome. If I am uncondition- 
ally elected, irrefiJlibU grace will certainly fave me 
atlaftjnay, my jalvation is already jinifked : And for 

this 
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this tankard and twenty more, I (hall only « fing. 
louder" in heaven the praifes of free diftinguifh- 
xxig, reitoring grace, which, patting by thousands, 
viewed me with unchangeable love; and deter- 
mined to fave me with an everlafting falvation, 
without any regard to that "jack o'lanthorn, ^fl- 
eer* obedience" If on the other hand, I am uncon- 
ditionally reprobated, I (hall abfolutely be damned. 
—Again, fuppofing Chrift never died for me, not 
only all my faith, but alfo all my endeavours and 
works, [were they as many as thofeof Mr, J. W.J 
like a "jack-o'lanthorn" will only dance before 
me to the pit of hell.— -Once more, if I am abfo* 
Zuftf/y juftined, it is not all the tankards and har- 
lots in the world, that can blot my name out of 
the book of life. And if I am in the black book, 
my damnation is as good as finifhed. My Jincere 
obedience will never reverfe a perfonal, abfolute 
decree, older and firmer than the pillars of heaven. 
May, it may be the readied way to hell ; for our 
Vicar, who is one of the firft gofpel-minifters in 
the kingdom, tells us, that, " the devil was furcty 
-the author of the condition of Jincete obedience," and- 
£2ut "thousands have been loft by following after it. 9 * 
Landlord, bring in another tankard.— Here is the 
health of all who do not legalize the go! pel ! 

Mr. Berridge is too good a logician, to attempt 
proving, that Mr. Fuliome's creed, is not quite ra- 
tional upon the principles of Calvinifm. He only 
lays, p. 192, "fuchfcandalous profejfors are found 
fit all times, in our day, and in St. Paul's day, yet 
St, Paul will not renounce the doctrine of perfcocr- 
Bxci."— True, he will not renounce his own doc- 
trine of c<m<to'0«fl/perfcverance, becaufe it is the 
yery revevfe of the dottrine of abfolute, or Cal- 
vinijlic, perfeverance, from which Mr. Fullome 
draws his horrible, and yet jufl inferences. 

But fays Mr. B. p. 178. u A believer's new na- 
ture "makes him hunger for implanted righteou£- 
aefs;" infinuating that a believer's holy nature 
B 2 puts 
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puts him upon fuch fpontaneous obedience to hh 
" lules of life," that he needs not the help of a law, 
as a rule of rewards and punijkments, to encourage 
him in the path of duly, and to keep him from 
the broad way of difobediencc. As this is one 
of the grand arguments, by which pious Calvinifts 
defend the antinomian Babel, I {hall anfwer it 
firft as an snti-Calvinilt, and Mr. Fulfome next as 
a Calvinifi. 

(1) Experience Ihews, that, to fecurethe crea- 
ture's obedience, or the Creator's honour, the curb 
of a law is necelfary for all free-agents who are yet 
in a Hate of probation ; and that To long as we are 
furrounded with fo many temptations to faint in 
duty, and to leave the thorny way of the crofsfor 
the flowery paths of fin, the fpur and bridle of a 
promifing and threatning law arc needful, even 
with refpeft to thole duties which natural or fu- 
pernatural inclination renders in general delight* 
Jul ; fuch as for mothers to take care of their own 
children, and believers to do good to their neigh- 
bour. Now as the civil law, that condemns murder- 
ers to death, does not except mothers who deftroy 
the fruit of their womb, becaufe natural affection 
makes them in general glad to preferve it : fo 
the penal law of Chrift makes no exception of 
Beliivers, who fall into adultery and murder, un- 
der the Calviniftic pretence, that their new na- 
ture makes them in general hunger after purity 
and love. See 1 Cor. vi. 8, 9. — Again, All fo- 
phifms fly before matter of faft. Fallen angels 
and our firft parents once naturally hungered after 
righteoufnefs, more than mod believers do ; 'and 
yet they grofsly apoftatized. And if you objeft 
to thefe inflances, I produce David and the inces- 
tuous Corinthian : both had a c< new nature" as 
Believers ; and yet, as fallen believers, the one could 
thirft after Uriah's blood, and the other hunger 
after his father's wife, far more than after " im- 
planted righteoufnefs." But, 
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{*) Mr. Fulfome may anfwer Mr. Berridge at 
& Calvinift, thus : my new nature will make me 
hunger for implanted righteoufnefs " in the day 
of God's power God will do his own work : in 
the mean time I am " in a winter feafofi ;" / am 
&rn*l and fold under fin, as well as St Paul, and I 
thirft after my tankard *s David did after Bath* 
Jheba's beauty, and Uriah's blood : thui the aftti* 
aomian gap remains as wide as ever. 

It is true alfo that Mr. Berridge fays p. 173* 
"Cheats will arife : and howmuft we deal with themf 
-*~Deal with than, Sir I why hang them, when do* 
tt&td: as Jefus hanged Judas." I thought that 
Judas and not Jefus was the hangman, fiat I 
Jet that pafs, -to obferve, that Mr. Fulfome may 
juftlyafk: Why will you hang me? Does not 
our Lord, fpeaking of his ele&, fay, He that 
touches you, touches the apple of mine eye ? If Mr, 
Berridge anfwers: You are no elect : you are an 
hypocrite; you never had grace: Mr. "Fulfome 
may juftly reply, upbn the plan of the calviniftic 
doctrines of grace, " I had a call, and my election is 
fafe." Whojhalllayany thing to the charge of God's 
tleR! "Whom he caUed them he alfo juftified : yea 
they art jujtifttd from ail things You have no 
more right to condemn me as an hypocrite, becaufe 
you fee me with a tankard in my hand, than to 
pafs a fentenceof hypocrify upon all backfliders. 
How will you prove that I have not as much 
right to- tofs my tankard, as David to write a 
fcmguinary letter; Solomon, to worihip devils; 
and the inceftuous Corinthian, to invade the 
tights of his father's bed? I will maintain the 
privileges of God's children againft all the legal- 
afts and the Wefleys in the world : I will fight for 
free grace, to the laft drop : in my tankard— My 
iervice to you \ 
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§ If Mr. Fulfome's arguments are conclufivej a* 
well as Calvinijlical, how can he be brought tc* 
give up his antinomian creed ? Undoubtedly by. 
being brought to give up Calvinifm. Till then it 
is evident that he will ft i 1 1 hold his doctrines of 
grace in theory or in prafticcj indire&ly and with 
mental referves as all pious calviniits do; or 
openly and without fhuffling as he does in his 
confeflion of faith. Thus has Mr, Berridge pre-* 
fented the world with an Antinomian creed, as 
horrid as that I have compofed. with the unguarded. 

{>rinciples of your 4th Lettei. And by ack now- 
edging, that "fuck fcandalous profeffbrs, as Mr. 
Fulfome, are found at all times " he has confirmed 
the neceffity of my Checks, fhewn they are really, 
checks to aniinomianifm, and not " Checks to the* 
gofpel" filenced thofe who haVe accufed me of 
mijreprefentation, and helped me to give the world 
aiuft idea of Calviniftic principles. I fay princi- 
pies, becaufe many, very many Calvinifts, like Mr* 
Berridge, are too moral not to rejedl in their prac^ 
tice, and not to explode as deteltable in their difi 
courfe, the immoral infeiences, which confiftent 
antmomians juflly draw from their do&rines of 
grace.^ 

§ V. Having thus complied with your recjucft^ 
Sir, by producing "a quotation* from an eminent 
Calvinifl-.Divine, to (hew thatl do not fight againft 
afhadow when I oppofeMr. Fulfome; andhaving- 
described a rational "convert" to your do&rines of 
grace ; I return to the Einilhing Stroke, where, 
to ward off the blow given to your fyilem by the 
orthodoxy and bad conduft of the Fulfomes, 

P. 9, You offer to (hew me "a long black lift of 
deluded creatures Cfome of whom havchavcbccn principal 
leaders in. Mr. W's clajes J &c. who, have been car- 
rying on abominations and wicked practices under the 
majk of religion." And you tell us they are « fomt 
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qfth* jiruit* which the dottrines" of Mr; Weffcy 
" have' produced? But you have forgot the proof* 
Sir, unlefs you think that your bare affertion is 
quite fufficie'nt. Suppoie one out of twelve of 
Mr. W— 's clafs leaders, had actually turned out 
a " temporary monfter," what could you infer 
from it againft Mr W— 's doctrine, but what the, 
pharifees could with equal truth, or rather with 
equal injustice have inferred againft the doctrina 
of our Lord ? 

By what plain and eafy confequences, or by 
what fcriptural argument will you make it appear,, 
that even the molt abhorred of all Mr. W— 'a 
doctrines, that of chrijiian perfeUion y [or which is 
all one, that of believing in Chrift with a peni- 
tential faith, till we love God with all our heart, 
and our neighbour as ourfelvcsj has any more- 
tendency to turn his hearers into " temporary 
monfters, " than our Lord's fermon on the mount 
had to turn his apo files into covetous traitors ? 
But how can you free your doctrine from danger-* 
ous confequences, which flow from.it as naturally: 
as a river doe6 from, it's four.ee ? Have I not juft. 
proved, I hope, to the fatisfaction of judicious 
readers, that Mr Fulfome's practice perfectly agrees, 
with your Calvinijiic principles ? O Sir, that « va* 
p'ourer in favour of your perfeverance," fairly and. 
con fi flan tly builds. upon what your brother calls 
the foundation of ' the Calvinifts" that is, uncon- 
ditional election and jinifticd falvation : he is a 
wife mailer builder. Apply the mo ft exact, plum-. 
met of reafon to the walls of his antinomian Babel, 
and you will find them ftrait. They do not pro- 
jeft a. hair's breadth from your doctrines of grace, 
which are the foundations laid, in. fome of our 
celebrated pulpits, for him and all the clan of the 
fulfomei to build upon. He is. a judicious. mon r 
iter; he has reafon and your orthodoxy on his 
fide. But the monfters of your long black lilt 
fuppofing it to be a true one] arp barefaced 
ypocrites, equally condemned, by their reafon 
anid profeuion ; for lb far as they adhere to Mr. 

* W's 



.W*4 doffrine, their principles are diametrfcaUjr 
•ppofite to their practice, and therefore hfc is no- 
more accountable for their u abominations," than 
oar Lord was for Judas's treafon. 

*** 

1VI. Page i«, 13, You leave me in full pdfr- 
felfron of all the fcriptures, arguments-, and quo- 
tations from our homilies and. liturgy, 'which I 
have advanced in the 4th Check ; fuppofing that 
when you have called them " tht novel chimeras tif 
the 4th Check," or a " mingle mangle and that 
When you have referr'd your readers to " the 
faith of Mr. Ignorance/ 9 you have given my fenti- 
tlrents a Finijned Stroke, To fuch forcible argu- 
ments I can make no better and fhorter reply 
than that of. my title-page, Logica Genevenfis f 
However. 

P. 11. You decide that my iiluftfatioh of the 
Woman dropping her child down the precipice 
k is totally foreign to tlie purpofc," i. e. does not at 
all prove that calvinifm fathers " unprovoked 
wrath" upon the God of love. But how do you 
make it appear ? — Why, you infmuate, that « man 
has forfeited all right and title to the favour of 
God by his fall in Adam ;" and therefore God 
has been juftly provoked to drop the reprobates 
down the precipice of ftn into hell, by an eternal, . 
Unconditional, abfolute decree of non-el e&ion. 

The argument is fpecious, and has deceived 
thoufands of fimple fouls into calvinifm ; but can 
it bear examination ? Who, or what provoked 
God to make from all eternity, a decree of abfb* 
lutely dropping Adam down the-precipice of dam- 
nation ? Was it the fin of reprobates ? No : for 
millions of them are as yet unconceived, . and 
therefore ftnlefs ; for what has not yet a fubftance, 
cannot yet have a mode ; what does not yet exift, 
cannot yet be finful.-— Was it a forefight of their 



fin? No: For upon the calviniftic plan, Go4 
certainly forefees what will happen, only becaufe 
he has atrfblutefy decreed what shall happen. — »- 
Was it Adam's fin, as you infinuate ? No : for 
Adam's fin was committed in time, and therefore 
could not influence an abfolute decree of perfonat 
reprobation made before time, yea from ail eternity. 
But you add : 

P. 11, 12. " If you believe that the tranfgreffion 
of our firft parent entailed no condemnation upon ✓ 
his pofterity, why did you fubferibe to the 9th 
article of our church, which fays, that in every 
man born into the world it deferves God h s wrath and 
damnation I apprehend you miftake Sir : That 
article fays no fucn thing. What it affirms of a 
derivation of Adam's corruption* or of " the fault 
and corruption of the nature of every man" you 
represent as fpoken of Adam's perfonal tranf- 
greflion ; which is absolutely confounding the 
caujt and the ejfecl. Every anti-Carvinilt may, 
and I, for one, do believe, that in every man btrn 
into the world, and con fide red according to the 
firft covenant, original corruption (not Adam's, 
tranfgreflion) deferves God's, wrath and damnation* 
at the hands of an holy and righteous God: with- 
out dreaming that any man £haH be ever damned 
for it : feeing that according to God's mercy and 
goodnefs difplayed in the fecond covenant, Chrift 
the fecond Adam is come to tafie^ death for everx 
man, and to be the Saviour of all" men, fo that for 
his fake, the free gift is come upon ajll men unto 
juftijeation of life. See 4th Check p. 149, &c. 
Tnus, by looking at our divine compafs, the word 
of God, we fail through the ftraits of error, keep- 
ing at an equal diflance from the rocks againft 
which Calvinifts run on the right, hand, and Pe- 
lagians on the left. 

I have warded off the Stroke, which, you have 
attempted to give my fentiments with the 9th. 
Article ; and now it is but juft, you mould fuffec. 
jne to return it. If I am not miftiken, that arti- 
cle is repugnant to calvinifm in two refpecls* (t.) 
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It fays not one word about the imputation of the 
demerit of Adam's fir ft tranfgreflion ■; but make* 
original fin coniift only in the " infetlion of our 
nature ;" which Taps the foundation of your ima- 
ginary imputation of Adam's* perianal good 
work* diftin& from fome a&ual participation of 
bis holinefs, (a) It affirms that this infeBion 1 
in every per/on born into the would, deferves 
God's wrath : a ftrong intimation this, that it 
did not actually defirve that wrath, before we were 
actually defiled by a finful birth or conception. 
Now this, if I mi (lake not,, implies, that of all 
the men now Irving upon the earth, not one actu- 
ally de/erued God'a wrath and damnation aoQ 
years *go. So that if God abfidutefy reprobated 
•no man now living, thru hundred, muck wot* 
Juo thoufand years ago, much more from all etermtw 
h» did k trfreording to Calvin's do&rioe of neb*, 
free, unprovoked, gratuitous undefmted wrath. 
O ye con fi derate Englifhmen, ftandto your arti- 
cles, and you, will foon make off Geaev* impo- 
sitions 1 

$ VII. P. 12, You fay in your moral ** creed 

ub out faith and works Faith when genuine will 
always manifest its reality by bringing forth goock 
works, and all the fruits of an holy life Now 
Sir, if you fland to this, without fecrelreferves about 
* a winter ftate," in which a genuine believer ^fo* 
tailed] may commit adultery, murder, and i nee ft 
for many months, without loiing the character of 
a man after God's own heart and his title to 
heaven ; you make up the antinomian gap, you 
let your feal to St. James's epiftle, you ratify 
the checks; and confequently you give up- 
your 4th letter, which contains the very marrow 
of caivinifm : Unlcfs by fome falve of Geneva- 
logic you can reconcile thefe two proportions, 

which 
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which, upon the rational and moral plan of the 
. gofpel, appear to mc utterly ,irreconcileable, (1) 
faith, when genuine, always brings forth all the 
fruits of an holy life.— (2) A man's faith may be 
genuine while he goes any length in jtn 9 and brings 
iorth all the fruits of an unholy life 5 adultery and 
murder not excepted* 

£ VIII. My quotation from Dr. Owen, which 
fels calviniftic contradiction in a mod glaring 
light, ieems to embarrafs you much, P. 1 4, &c # 
You produce paffage upon paflage out of his wri- 
tings, to (hew that he explodes " the diftinction 
of a double j unification." But you know, Sir, the 
Doctor had as much right to contradict himfelf in 
his writings, as you to militate again ft yourfelf in 
your Review : See 4th. check, ill. Let. Betides : I 
have already obferved, 4 Check, p. 45, that " a vo- 
lume of fuch p adages, in (lead of invalidating the 
doctrine I maintain," £or the quotation I produce"} 
** would only prove that the moft judicious (Jal- 
vinifts cannot make their fcheme hang tolerably 
together." However, you fay 

P. i£, 14. "He f Dr. Own"] drops not the leafi 
intimation of any frefh aft of justification, which it 
then to pajs upon a believer's per/on."— What Sir t 
has not the Doctor faid, in his Treatife upon Juf- 
ti ficat ion p. 223. Whenever this enquiry is made, not 
how* a sinner «c : Jhall be justified, which is* 9 
[as we are all agreed, by faith, or to ufe the Doc- 
I tor's unfcriptural prafc] " by the righteoufnefs of 
I Chrift alone imputed to him : But how a man that 
■ profeffes evangelical faith in Chrift Jhall be tried and 
judged ; and whereon as fuch" (i. e. as a believer) 
he jhall be justified: we grant that it is and 

MUST SB BY HIS OWN PERSONAL OBEDIENCE." 

Now, 
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Now, Sir, if the Do&or has faid this, and you 
dare not deny it; has he not faid the very thing 
V(hich I contend for ? 

. When you af&rm, that he makes no mention of 
nfrejh acl of justification, do you not betray your 
inattention ? Does he not declare, that a sinner 
isjujlified by imputed righteoufnefs, and that a be- 
belicver asfuch,Jkall be tried and justified dy his 
own perfonal obedience f Now if juftification is the 
aft of juftifying, are you not greatly miftaken, 
when you reprcfent the justification of a sin- 
ker by ChrijVs imputed righteoufnefs, and the jus- 
tification of a believer or a saint by his own i 
ferfonal obedience % as one and the fame aft ? Permit 
me, Sir, to refer you to the argument contained 
4th. Check, p. 66, 17 ; on which, next to the 
words of our Lord, Matt. xii. 37, I chiefly reft 
our controverfy about juftification. An argument 
the anfwering of which [if it can be anfweredl 
would have done your caufe more honour and 
fervice, than what you are pleafed to infinuatc 
next concerning Mr. Wefley's honefty and mine. 

D. Williams, out of whofe book I copied my 
quotation from Dr. Owen, being a Calvinift,and 
as clear about a finner's juftification by faith al 
Dr. Owen himfelf, for brevity's fake left out what 
the Do&or fays about it under the Calviniftic 
phrafe of ChriJFs imputed rightcoufnefs. Here as if \ 
D. William's wifdom was duplicity in me. P. i4» • 
you triumph not only over me, but o\er Mr. 
Wefley, thus : " I never dare truft to Mr. Wef- 
ley or Mr. Fletcher in any quotations, &c— More 
words expunged by Mr. Fletcher out of the (hort 
quotation he has taken from Dr. Owen."— But 
fuppofe I had knavijhly expunged the words, which 
D. Williams wifely left out as ufelefs to his point, 
what need was there of rcflcfting upon Mr, Wef- 
ley on the occafion? O ye Doftrines of free grace 
and free wrath, how long will ye miflead 
good men ? How long will yc hurry them 

into 
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into that part of practical antinomianifm, which 
ton lifts in rajh accufattons of their opponents, in 
a lordly contempt of their gracious attainments, 
and in repeated in fin uat ions that they pay no re- 
gard to. common honefty ? 

When a combatant is too warm, he frequent- 
ly gives an unexpected advantage to his antago- 
nift. You are an in fiance of it, Sir : Your eager- 
nefs to reflect upon Mr, W. and me, has engaged 
you to prefent the world with a claufe, which, 
tho' it was ufelefs to the queftion debated by D. 
Williams, is of lingular 'ufe to me in the prefent 
controverfy, and in a manner decides the point. 
For in the palfage left out by D. Williams, Dr» 
Owm 1 peaks of the juftification of a sinner, and 
fays, as I have obferved, that he is juftified by the 
tighteoufnefs of Chrift alone imputed to him : And 
this juftification he evidentfy oppofes- to that of a 
Selievcr, which, fays he, " it and muft be by his 
€ivn perfonal obedience So that the world«[thanks 
be to your controverfal * heat!"] fees now, that 
even your champion, in one of thofe happy mo- 
ments, when the great Diana did not Hand in his 
light, faw, ana held forth the important dif- 
tiitSion between St. Paul and St. James's justifica- 
tion, that is, between the juftification of ajinner by 
Chrifl's proper merits, according to the firft gof- 
pel- axiom ; and the juftification of a faint by kit 
own perfonal obedience of faith, or by Chrift's deriv- 
ed merits, according to the fecond gofpel-afciom. 

Nor is this a new diftinclion, you would^y, a 
" novel chimera" among proteftants: For looking 
lately into a Treatife upongood works written by Lee 
Placette, that famous proteftant champion and 
confeffor abroad, who, after he had left his native 
country for righteoufnefs lake, was minifterof the 
French church at Copenhagen, page 272, Amft. 

C edit : 

The fecond inftance of this h.tt, To favourable to my caufc, 
nay be feca in the Appendix, (f\o. 10.) 
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edit: 170O9 I fell upon this paflage: " Les pro- 
teftants de l eur cote diftinguent une double judi- 
cation, cclle du pecheur, ct celle du juite, &c ;" 
'Chat is, ProUjlants on their part dijlinguijh a txoo- 
Jctd ju/lification, that of the sinner and that of the 
righteous, &c : Then fpeaking of the latter he 
adds, The jufiification of the righteous, confidered as 
an ait of God, implies* three things : (1) That God 
atknowUdges for righteous, him that is actually fo : 2) 
That he declares him fuch : And (3 thai he treats him 
as fuch." How different is this threefold ad of 
God from that which conflitutes a fnner's j unifi- 
cation ? For thisj unification being alfo confider- 
cd as the a& of God, implies : (1) That he par- 
dons thb finner : (2) That he admits him to his 
favour : And -3) that under the chriftian diipen- 
iation, he witnefles this double mercy to the be- 
lieving fmner's heart, by giving him afenfeof the 
peace which pa fifes all understanding, and a tafte 
of the glory which ihall be revealed.— However, 
as if all this was a mere " chimera," you fay, 

P. 17. " Having fully vindicated Dr. Owen 
from the charge you have brought againfl him of 
holding two jultifications, &c." — Nay, Sir, you 
have not vindicated him at all in this re f peel : All 
that you have proved, is that he was no flranger 
to your logic, and that his love for the great Di- 
ana of the Calvinifls, made him inconfiflently de- 
ny at one time, what at another time his hatred 
of fin forced him to confefs. Nor is this a new 
thing in myftic Geneva : You know, Sir, a pious 
Gentleman, who, after militating in a book called 
the Review, againftthe declarative j unification by 
-works, which I contend for, drops theie words, 
which deferve to be graven in brais. as an eternal 
monument of Calviniliic contradiction. " Neither 
Mr* Shirley, nor /, nor any Calvinijl, that I ever heard 
of, deny that a fnner" — mould you not have laid a 
faievcr " is declaratively justified bv works, 
both here and at thb day of judgment. Re- 
view p. 149* Now, if no Calvinift that 

you 
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you ever heard of, denies in his luminous inter* 
vals, the very j unification which I chiefly contend 
for in che Checks, do you not give a finijhingjlroKc 
to Calviniflic confiftency when you lay, p. ltf, 
«* I am determined to prove my former aflertioa 
again ft you viz. that you cannot find one protef« 
tant divine among the puritans, &c. till the reiga 
of Charles II. who held your do&rines ?" [yQH 
mean thofe of a finner'sjuftification by faith, and' 
of a faint's justification by works, according to 
Gal. ii. 16. And Mat. xii. 37. 1 Is it nof granted 
on all fides, that they all held theformer juftifica- 
tion ? And do you not teli the world, No Calvin- 
ift that you emir heard of, denied the latter f How* 
ever while you thus candidly confefs, that all 
proteftant divines held thofe capital do&rines of 
the Checks, I (hould not do you jufticc, if I di£ 
not acknowledge, that few, if any of them, hel^ 
them uniformly and confidently in England, 'tiki 
Baxter began to make a firm (land againft « anti-. 
npmian dotages," 

§ J#. P. 29. You produce thefe words of mind 
tal^en from the 4th Check, " Your imputation 
Hands upon a prepofterous fuppofition, that 
Chrift the righteous was an execrable finner." To 
this you reply with the warmth of a gentleman, 
who has learned politenefs in myftic Geneva : " I 
tell you, rev* Sir, with the bluntnefs and honefiy of 
an Englijhman, that this is execrable Swifs Jlander. 9 * 
—Now Sir, that which you call" execrablcSwifs^flanm 
dcr," is jterling, Englijh truth, I prove by thefe 
quotations from your favdurite divine Dr. Crifp, 
who, as quoted by D. Williams, fays, p. 328 : 
God makes Chrijl as very a Jinner as the creature 
himfelf zuas.—- Again, p. 270, Nor are we Jo compleat- 
\y jmful, but Chrijl being made Jm, was as compleatly , 
infultis we.^Ana it is well- known that Luther, 
C 2 in 
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in one of his unguarded moments, called Child I 
the great eft, and confequently the mod execrable I 
jinntr in the world. Now Sir if " Chrifi was fo cow- 3 
pleat ly fnful as toe, I to ufe the words of your 1 
oracle ;] does it not follow, that he was a sinner 
as complcatly execrable as we are ? and that you 
deviate a little from brotherly kindnefs, when you 
call Dr. Crifp's Calviniftic miftak'c, an execrable 
Jlander of mine ? 

JX. P. 21. 22. You find fault with my faying, 
s this [ChrifiVs praying for Peter] a proof that 
he neverprayed for Judas ?" and you declare, that 
this " affertion" [you mould have faid query J 
" does little honour to the advocacy of Chrifi." Per- 
mit me, Sir, to explain myfelf. Tho* I believe 
with Bifhop Latimer, that Chrifi Jhed as much blood 
for Judas as for Peter, I never faid nor believed, 
as. you infinuate, " That Chrifi took more pains 
for- the falvation of Judas than for that of Peter." 
You cannot juftly infer it from my mentioning a 
matter of fact recorded in fcripture, viz, that once 
dur Lord /poke to Judas, when he only lookid at 
Peter ; for he had explicitly warned Peter before. 
Therefore in cither cafe Chrifi (hewed himfelf 
void [not of a peculiar regard for Jeter's peculiar 

ftneerity, but 1 of Calviniit.c partiality. Again, 

1 am periuaded. that during the day of Judas's vi- 
filation, Chrilt pray'd for him. and huccrely too : 
jor if Chrift had boine him a giudge, and in con- 
ference of it, had always made mental refcrves, 
and excepted him, when he jway'd for his apoflles; 
would he not have broken the fecond tabic of the 
law ? And might he not be propofed .is a pattern 
of inveterate malice, rather than of perfeft charity ? 

• You reply, p. 22. 4i If this were the cafe," [i. e. 
il our Lord prayed for Judas, j <; tii.fi uords of his 

/ know 
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' how then heartjt me always, mu/t be untrue \ fot 
*>hen he prayed for Judas, his prayer was re jetted. 
But is your inference juft ? Chrift always piay'd 
With divine wifdom, and according to his Fa 1 " 6 *'* 
will. Therefore he prayed confidently with the 
eternal decree, that moral agents (hall be invited, 
drawn, and gently moved, but not forced to obey 
the gofpel. Now, if our Lord prayed conditionally 
for Judas, [ as he certainly did for all his murder- 
ers, fince they were not all forgivenj he might 
fay, / know thou heareft me always, and yet Judas 
might, by his pervericnefs, as a free agent, rejett 
againfi himfeff the gracious counfel of God, 'till he 
was abfoluteiy given up. Thus our fcheme of 
do&rine in fie ad of difhonouring ChrihVs advoca^ 
cy, reprefentsit in a rational and fcriptural light; 
while your's, I fear, wounds his character in 
the tendered pait, and fixes upon him the blot of 
cunning unchaxitablcncfs, and profound di {Emu- 
lation, 

$ XL P. 25. You fay : "Time would fail me to 
pretend to enumerate the many grofsmifreprefen- 
tations, &c. However as you have actually re- 
prefented me as faying, that the more a believer 
fins upon earth, the merrier he will be in heaven, 
I beg you will point out to me where, in the plain 
eafy fenfe of my words, I have fpoken any fuch 
thing ; or where I have ever ufed fo ludicrous an 
expreflioa as mirth, &c when fpeaking of thofe 
pleafures which are at God's right hand for ever- 
more." 

I conclude my antinomian creed thus,4th Chcckt 
p. 107." Adultery, inceffc, and murder fhall upon 
the whole, make me holier upon earth and mer- 
rier in heavenV— Two lines below, I obicrve 
that, " I am indebted to you for all the doctrines, 
and mofi of the cxpreflions of this creed."— You 
Jhatc therefore no right to fay, Where have I ufed 
C 3 th« 
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the expression mtrry % for I never faid you have 
ufed it, though our Lord has, Luke xv. 32. But 
as you have a right to fay : Where is the DoBrintt 
I reply : In your 4th Letter, Sir : Where you tell 
us, that a grievous fall will make believers fng 
louder in heaven to all eternity. Now as louder fongs 
are a certain indication of greater joy, where no- 
thing is done in hypocrify, I defire even Calvi- 
nifts to fay, if I have wrelted " the plain, eafy 
fenfe of your words," in obferving that, accord- 
ing to your fcheme, apoftates fhall be merrier, or 
if you pleafc more joyful in heaven for their griev- 
ous falls on earth, 

P. 27. " Now, Sir, give me leave to pluck a 
feather out of your high-foaring wings, etc. by 
afking you (imply, Whence have you taken it?" 
(this quotation fo called) " Did I ever aOTert any 
thing like this ? &c. Prove your point, and then 
J will confefsthat you are no calumniator of God's 
people."— I anfwer, 

(11 1 did not produce as a quotation the words 
which you allude to : I put them in commas, as 
txpreftive of the fentiments of " many good men :" 
How then could you think, that you alone are 
many good men ? (2) But you fay, that you, for 
one, under (land the words of St. John, He that 
does righteoufnefs is righteous, of perional holinefs: 
Now Sir to prove me a " calumniator" you have 
only to prove that David did righteoufnefs when 
he defiled Uriah's wife ; for you teach us, direct- 
ly or indirectly, that when he committed that 
crime he was " undcfiled" and continued to be 
•« a man after God's own heart," i. e. a righteous 
man, for the Lord allowelh the righteous, but the un» 
godly does his foul abhor. (3) However, if I have 
miftaken one of the fcriptures, on which you found 
your doctrine, I have not miftakenthe doctrine it- 
idf. What are the words for which you call me 
a <c Calumniator," and charge me with " horrid per* 
9crfion,fal/heod, and bafe difngenuity ?" Why, I 
kave represented "many good men " as/ay i»g [by the 
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general tenour of one of their doftrines of grace, 
the abfolute perfeverance of fallen, adulterous, 
idolatrous, inceftuous believers] " Let not Mr* 
W. deceive you : He that actually liveth with an- 
other man's wife, worfhips abominable idols, and 
commits inceft with his father's wife, may not 
m\y be righteous, but complcat in imputed righ- 
:eoufnefs, &c This is the do&rine I charge upon 

* many good men And if you, for one, fay 

* Did I ever ajfert any thing Like this ? I reply, 
if es Sir, in your 4th Letter, which is a profefled 
it tempt to prove, that believers may, like adul- 
erous David, idolatrous Solomon, and the inccft- 
jous Corinthian, go any length in (in without 
:eafing to Jland compleat in what I be^ leave to 
:all Calviniftic righteoufnejs. Thus inftead of 

* plucking a feather out of my wings," you wing 
he arrow which I let fly at your great Diana. 

!i XII. For brevity's fake, I (hall reduce my 
wer to the reft of your capital charges into 
plain queries; not doubting but my judicious. rea- 
ders will fee their unrealonablcnefs, without the 
help of arguments. 

(l) It is right in Mr. H. to call p. 34, 35, my 
Extract from Flavel, a " citation" and a " quota" 
tion; and then to charge me with .< /Ingenuity , 
rrofs perverfion, expunging, &c. becauio I have not 
[welled my extract by tranferibing all Havel's book, 
or becaufe I have taken only what fuitsthe prefent 
times, and what is altogether confident ? specially 
when I have obferved, 4th. Check, p. 56, That, 
14 when Flavel encounters antincmian errors as a 
difciple of Calvin, his hards r. A ug down, Amalck 
prevails, and a fhrevvd logician could, without any 
nagical power, force him to confeis, the mull of 
he errors, which he fojuftly oppofes, are the 
latural confequencs of Calvimfm?" 
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(i) Ts it right in Mr. H. to charge me, p. 57, 
with " bafe forgeries ; and to reprefcnt me, p. 561 
as defending to the poor, illiberal arts of forgery and 
defamation,*' becaufe I have prefented the public 
with a parable, in the die Is of a royal proclamation, 
which I produce as a mere " illuftration" — becaufe 
I charge him with indirettly prop igating tenets 
which as neceffurily flow from his doctrines of 
grace, as light docs from the fun— and becaufe I 
have diitingui(hed by commas, a creed framed ! 
with his avowed principles ; although I have ad- \ 
ded thefe words, to ihew that I took the compo* 
iition of it upon myfelf : " You (peak indeed ill y 
the third perfon, and I in the fir ft, but this alter! J 
not the doctrine. — Some claufes and fentences ! 
I have added, not to mifreprefent and blacken" 1 
[for what need is there of blackening the fable 
mantle of midnight ? J " but to introduce, conned, 
*nd illuftrate your fentiments." 

(3' Angry as the pharifees were at our Lord, 
■when he expofed their errorsby parables, did they [. 
ever charge him with bafe forgery^ becaufe his 8k il- 
luflrations" were not true flories ? Is it not ftrange \ 
that this admirable way of defending " the truth" ' 
fhould have been found out by the grand defender 
of " the do&rines of grace ?"— Again, if marking j 
with -..cunmas a paragraph of our compofmg, to | 
difcinguiih it from our real fentiments, is a crime; 
is 'not Mr. H. as criminal as myfelf? Does he not 
p. 31. prefent the public with a card of his own 
cottyoiing, in which he holds forth the fuppofed 
fentiments of many clergymen, and which he 
diflinguifhes with commas thus: " The Feather 1 ! 
Tavern fraternity prefent compliments to MefTrs* | 
J. Weflcy and Fletcher, &c."— Shall what paflcs 
for wii in the author of P. O, be grofs difngenuity, ' 
and bafe forgery in the author of the vindication? 
— O ye candid Caivinifts, partial as your fyftem 
is, can you poflibly approve of fuch glaring par- 
tiality? 

(4) Is 
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(4* Is it right in M. H. to take his leave of mc 
in this abrupt manner, p. 39, 40 : " The unfair 
quotations you have made, and the (hocking mif- 
reprefen tat ions and calumnies you have been guil- 
ty of, will for the future prevent hie from looking 
itito any of your books, if you Ihould write a 
thou fa nd volumes :"and this efpccially under pre- 
tence, that I have " Jhamcfully perverted and mif- 
reprefented the doctrines ofAnth. Burgefs>" when I 
have fimply produced a quotation from him in 
which there is not a Jhadozo of mifreprefentation, 
as the reader will fee by comparing 4th. Check, 
p. 41. 42, with the laft paragraph of the Xllth. 
Sermon of Mr. Burgefson Graccand Afurance t 

$ XIII. This perpetual noife about grofsmifre- 
prtfentations, jk&mcful pervtrfions, interpolation* % bafc 
forgeries^ ££c. becomes Mr. H. as little as any man; 
his own inaccuracy in quotation equalling that of 
the moft inattentive writer I am acquainted with. 
Our readers have fecn, on what a Jlender bafis lie 
Tefts his charge of " bafeforgeries I beg leave to 
{hew them now, on wWdtfolid ground I reit my 
charge of uncommon inaccuracy ; and not to intrude 
too long upon their patience, 1 lhall juft produce 
a few inltances only out of his Finijhing Stroked 

3 That performance does not do my fermon juf- - 
tice, for p. 51. Mr. Hill quotes me fo: They [good 
worksj are declarative of our free j unification:" where- 

x as 

* To produce fuch inftances out of the Review^ would be almoit 
endlefs. One however, Mr. H. forces me to touch upon a fecond 
time. This is the cafe. The fword of the Spirit which Mr. Wefley 
life*, is two-ec\gcd. When he defends the Jirjf gofpel-axiom againit 
the phaiifees, he preaches Salvation not by the mrrit of works, but 
by believing in Chrijl : and when he defends the /£a>n</ gofpel-axiom 
agaurtl the antinomians, he preaches Salvation not by the merit of 

work's^ 
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as "my manufcnpt runs thus : «' They are thedecUtror 
live cause f our free juftification" viz. in the day 
of trial a id judgment. The word Caujk here it 
of the utniolt importance to my doctrine, power- 
fully guarding the minutes and un defiled religion* 
Whether it is left out, becaufe it (hows at once 
the abfurdity of pretending that my old fermon 
" is the befi confutation of Mr. Wefley's Minutes ;" 
or becaufe Mr. Hill's copier omitted k fir ft, is bell 
known to Mr. Hill himfelf. 



works, but by works as a condition. No fooncr did the Caivinifli 
fee this lad proportion at full length in the minutes, than the/ 
took the alarm, fondly imagining that Mr. H. wanted to overtlirov 
the protectant -doctrine of falvation by faith. To convince them of 
their miftake, I appealed to Mr. W's works in general, and to the 
minutes in particular, two fentences of which evidently (how, 
that he had not the lcaft intention of fetting z&de faith in Ckrifl, 
in order to make way for the anti-chriftian merit of works. Ac- 
cordingly 1 laid thofc fentences before my readers, taking (pedal 
care to mow by commas, that I produce two different parts of 
the minutes, thus : " Not by the merit of works" but by "to- 
lieving in Chri/l." Here is not a fhadow of difingenuiry ; either 
as to the quotations, for they arc fairly taken from the minutes l 
nor as to the fenfe of the whole fentences, for fifty volumes, and 
myriads of hearers can tertify, that it perfectly agrees with Mr' 
W's well-known doctrine. But what does Mt. H ? BiafTed bf 
bis fyftem, he tampers with my quotations ; he takes off lha 
two commas after the woid works ; he overlooks the two comma* 
before the word believing \ he [in«.dvertently, I hope] thiows ray 
two diilinft quotations into one ; ard by that means adds to them 
the words «• but by" whicii I had particularly excluded. When 
he "as thus turned mytwojuft quotations into one that is falfc 
he is pleafed to put me in the Geneva-pillory for his own miilakc; 
and as his doctrines of grace teach him to kill two birds with one 
itone, he involvrs Mr. Wcflcy in my gratuitous dif^race, thus 
«' Forgeries of this kind have long pajjed for no crime with Mr H'cf- 
ley; J did not think you woaldhavc followed him in theft ungenerous 
artifice i" Review p. 27. 

Upon the n monftrancc I made about this ftrange way of pro- 
ceeding [See note, IV Check, p. 49 "] I hoped that Mr. H. would 
have hashed down his head a moment, and dr opt the point far ever. 
But no ; he mult give a finifliing (broke, and drive home the nail of 

hit 
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f«) I fay, the 4th Check, p. 167, " To vindicate 
vfiat I beg leave to call God's honefty, permit 
ne to obferve fir ft, that I had rather believe, 
'ofeph told once " a grofs untruth" than to fup-» 
ofe that God perpetually equivocates." For un- 
doubtedly 



1 rath accufation, by calling my remarks upon his mi flakes, " At' 
tpts to vindicate that mojlfhameful falfe quotation, [Mr. Fletcher] 
r twice madejrm ike minutes " Log. Wefl. p. 35. And to prove 
it my attempts have been unfuccefsful, he produces palTages out 
the news-paper, which rcprefent " his Majefty"- -W tea ling 
ead M — " her Majefty" — «« committed to the houfe of cor* 
ftcm." To this I anfwer, that if fuch unconnected quotations 
F which I only give heTe the fubftancc"] were properly diftin- 
iihed by commas; if they were fcparatcd by intervening 
>rds; and if they did not in the Ira ft nuireprefent the author's 
lfe; it would be great iujuftice to call them cither «* a mofi 
meful fatfe quotation'* or a u forge?y." Now thefe three par- 
ulais meet in my two quotations from the minutes ; (1 ) They 
: botli properly diftinguilhed with commas; (a) They are par- 
d-by intervening words : And (3) They do not in the leaft 
freprtfint Mr. W's meaning ; Whereas [to fay nothing more of 
e commas expunged in the Review'] no word intervenes between 
r. Hill's fuppofed quotations out ot the papers; and they form 
%omeful mifreprefentation of the publiihcr'a meaning. 
Ob! hut, as the quotations from the minute s are linked they 
(peak a language directly oppofite to that of the minutes tkemfelves." 
■So fays Mr. Hill, without producing the fhadow of a proof, 
it upon the arguments of the five Checks, I affirm that the two 
ifpel-axioms, or my linked quotations and the minutes, agree 
perfectly with each other, as thofe proportions of St. Paul, 
which they answer : " By grace ye are faced though faith." — 
lcreforc " Work out your own falvation with fear/' 

{ From this redoubled ftroke of Mr. H. I am tempted to think! 
it like Ju/lice, Logica Genevenfis has a covering over her eyes ; 
t alas I for a very different reafon. — Like her alfo (he has a 
ance in her left hand; but it is to weigh out and vend her own 
ertions as proofs. And like her, (he holds a ficord in her right 
id; but alas! it, is often to wound brotherly love, and (tab 
mgelical truth. Bring her into the field of Cnutrovcrfy, and 
will at once cut down Chrilt's do&iine as dreadful herefy, 
her in the judgment feat to pafs fentence over goad works , and 
Thunejl me*, that do not bow at her Ihnne; and without dc- 
r- (he will pronounce, that the former arc dung, and that the 
tcr are inaw/. 
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of two evils I would chufe the leaft, if a cogent di- 
lemma obliged me to chule either. But this is not 
the cafe here ; the dilemma is not forcible % for in 
the next lines I (how, that Jofeph, inftead of 
•« telling a grofs untruth," only fpeaks the language 
of brotheily kindnefs. However, without paying 
any regard to my vindication of Jofeph's fpcech, 
Mr. Hill catches at the conditional words, " I had 
rather believe:" Tuft as if I had faid, / do actually 
believe, he turns them into a peremptory declara- 
tion of my faith, and three times reprefents me 
as afferting what I never faid nor believed : Thus: 
P. 38, 16 Your wonderful affertion, that Jofeph 
told his brethren a grofs untruth Agfaifl, • 

" Still you declare it to be your opinion, that 
Jofeph told his brethren a grofs untruth V-A-Once 
more, p. 39, " The repeated words of infpirition 
you venture to call grofs untruth." Solomon fays, 
Who can fland before envy f And I alk, Who can 
{land before Mr. H — 's inattention ? I am fure ' 
neither I, nor Mr. Wefley. At this rate he can 
undoubtedly find a blafphemy in every page, and 
a Farrago in every book. 

(3> Take another iniiance of the fame want of 
exacbiefs. I fayj 4th Check, p. 35, « I" never • 
thought Mr. Whitefield was cleat in the do&rine 
of pur Lord, In the day of judgment by thy words, 
jhalt thou bejn/lified, for if he had feen it in a pro- * 
per light, he would inftantly have renounced • 
Calvinifm. — This paflage Mr. H. quotes thus, in 
Italics and commas, p. 23, " You never thought 
him clear in our Lord's doctrine, for if he had, he 
would have renounced his Calvinifm." The inaccuracy 
of this quotation confifts in omitting thofe impor- 
tant words of our Lord, In the day of Judgment \ 
&c. By this omiflion the fenfe of the preceding* 
claufe is left indefinite, and I am re pre fen ted 
as faying, that Mr. Whitefield was not clear 
in any doctrine of our Lord, no not in that of 
the fall, repentance, falvation by faith, the new 

birth 
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Irirth, &c. This one miftake of Mr* Hill if fufc- 
ficient to make me pafs for a mere coxcomb in 
all the Calviniftic world. 

f 4.) It is by the like inattention, that Mr. Hill 
- prejudices alfo again ft me the friends of Mr,. 
Weiky. In the 4th Check, p. 158, after having 
anfwered an objeciion of the Rev. Mr. Hill 
againft Mr. Wefley, I produce that obje&ion 
again for a fuller anfwer, and fay, But supposing, 
tJiat Mr. W. had not properly considered, &c. what 
would you infer Jrom thence? &c. Weigh your argu- 
went, &c. and you will find it is wanting :" Then I 
immediately produce Mr. Hill's objeciion in the 
iorm of an argument, thus : Twenty-three, or, if 
you pleafc, three years ago, Mr, IV. wanted clearer 
light, &.c. Now what I evidently pioduce as a 
Juppofdion, and as the Rev. Mr. R. Hill's own 
argument unfolded, in order toanfwer it, my oppo- 
nent fathers upon me thus, " The following are 
your own words*" " Three years ago Mr W. wanted 
clearer light," &c. — True, they are my own words ; 
but to do me juftice, Mr. H. ftiould have produced 
them as I do, namely as a /apportion, and as the 
drift of his brother's objection- in order to {how 
its frivoloufnefs. This is partly fuch a mi/lake 
as if Mr. Hill laid, the JoUowing are. David's own 
words, Tufti ! there is no God." 

However he is determined to improve his own 
ovcrlight, and he docs it by alking, p. 17, " What 
then is become of thoufands of Mr. Wcflcy's fol- 
lowers, who died before this clear ihht came i* 
m An argument this, by which the mou. ignorant 
-papiils in my pari 11 1 perpetually defend their idol- 
atrous fupcrftitions : " What is become of all our 
" fore fathers, they fay, before Luther and Calvin ! 

Were they all damned ?" Is it not furpiifing' 

that Mr Hill, not contented to produce a popifh 
fryar's convention, ftiould have thus recouric 
to the argument of every popifh cobler, who at- 
. tac^s the doclrines of the reformation ? O iogica 
Gehevenfis! how doft thou (how thyfclf the 
genuine lifter of logica Romana! 

» (5.) t 
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{5) I return to the mi flakes by which Mr* dill ha; 
fa p ported before the world is charge of" calumny.* . 
I fay, 2d, Check, p. 97, " How few of our cele- 
brated pulpits are there, where more has not been 
faid at times for fin, than againft it ?** Mr. Hill 
p. 7, fays, " The minifters who preach in thefe 
(our celebrated pulpits) are condemned without 
exception, as fuch f leaders for fn 9 that they fay 
more for it than againft it." — Here are two capital 
xniftakes : (1) The queftion, How few ? &c. evi- 
dently leaves room for fome exceptions ; but Mr* 
Hill reprefents me, as condemning our moft. cele- 
brated pulpits " without exception" (2) This is not 
all : To mitigate the queftion, I added at times, 
words by which I give my readers to underftand 
that fin is in general attack'd in our celebrated 
pulpits, and that it is only at times, that is on fomc 
particular occafion, or in fome part of a fermon. 
that the minifters alluded to, fay more for fin than 
againft it. Now Mr. H. leaves out of his quota- 
tion the word, at times, and by that means effectu- 
ally reprefents me as " a calumniator of God's 

?eop!e for what is true with the limitation that 
uie, becomes a falfehood when it is produced 
without. This omiflion of Mr. Hill is the more 
fingular, as my putting the word at times in Italics, 
indicates that I want my readers to lay a peculiar 
ftrefs upon it on account of its importance. One 
more inftance of Mr. Hill's inaccuracy, and I 
have done. 

(6) P. 7, 8. He prefents his readers with along 
paragraph, produced as a quotation from thefecond 
Check. It is made up of fome detached fentence* 
pick'dhere and there from that piece, and put toge* 
thcr with as much wifdom as the patches which 
make up a fool's coat. And among thefe fentences 
he has introduced this, which is not mine in fenfe, 
any more than in exprettion, " They (celebrated 
minifters) handle no texts of fcripture without dif- 
torting them" for I infinuate juft the contrary* 
ad Check, p. 70. 

( 7 ),But 
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(7) But the greateft fault I find with that para- 
graph of Mr. H's book, is the conclusion, which 
runs thus " The (celebrated minifters) do the devit's 
work, till they and their congregation all go to hell 
together. | A] Second Check, 97, 103." — Now in 
neither of the pages, quoted by Mr. M. nor in- 
deed any where elfe, did I ever fay fo wild and 
wicked a thing. Nothing could engage my pious 
opponent to father fuch a horrid aflertion upon 
me, but the great and fevere Diana, that engages 
him to father abfolute reprobation upon God. 

It is true however, that alluding to the words 
of our Lord Mat. xxv. I fay, 2d. Check, p. 103. 
" If theft Jhall go into everlafting punifhment," &c* 
But who are thefe f All celebrated minifters, with 
all their congregations ! So fays Mr. Hill, but 
happily for me my heart ftarts from the thought 
with the greateft deteftation, and my pen has 
teftified, that theft condemned wretches are in 
general " Objlinatt workers of iniquity,*' and in 
particular unrenewed anti-Calvinifts, and " impeni~ 
tent Nicolaitans." Page 97. [the very page which 
Mr. Hill quotes] I defcribe the unrenewed anti- 
Calvinifts thus, " Stubborn fons of Belial, faying , 
- Lord, thy Father is rriereiful; and if thou didjl die 
for alii why not for us?* 1 — " Obftinate pharifees, who* 
■ plead the gdod they did in their own name tofupercede 
the Redeemer's merit."'— Impenitent Nicolaitans, or 
antinomians, I defcribe thus, p. iox, 102. " Obfti- 
nate violators of God's law— who fcorned perfonal 
holincfs— rejected Chrijl's word of command— have t 
gone on ftill in their wickednefs—havt continued in 
doing evil — have been unfaithful unto death*— and 
have defiled their garments to the 1 laft.'°~ Is it 
poflible that Mr. H. fhould take this iort for a 
defcription of all celebrated minifters, and of all 
their congregations; and that upon fo glaring 
a miftake he fhould reprefent me as making them 
«« all go to hell together ? 
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{ XIV. O yc pious Calvinifts, whether ye fill 
our celebrated pulpits, or attend upon them that 
do, far from fending you " all to hell together f as? 
you are told I do, I exult in hope of meeting yon 
all together in Juaven ; I lie not ; X (peak the truth 
in him that fhall juflify us by our words: even 
now I enjoy a foretaile of heaven in lying at your 
feet in fpirit ; and my confeience bears me wknefs, 
that though I try to deleft and oppofe your 
-Hiiflakfs, Ifitvccrely love and honour -your ftr- 
fons. My regard for you, as zealous defenders 
of the firjt gofpel-axiom is unalterable. Though 
your mi (taken zeal fnouid prompt you to think 
or fay all manner of evil again ft me, bec t aufe I 
help Mr. Wcfley to defend ihzftcovd ; I a*n de- 
termined to offer you Mill the right hand of fellow* 
Ihip : And if any of you fhould honour me lb far 
as to accept it, I fh all think myfelf peculiarly 
happy ; for, next to Jfcfus And truth y the eficen 
and love of good men is what I con fide r as the 
molt invaluable bleiUngs. A d*fire to rocov«r 
the in te reft I once had in the brotherly kindnefs 
of fome of you, has in part engaged me to clear ray- 
ielf from the miftuken charge of calumny and for* 
gery, by which my hafty opponent has prejudiced 
you againii me, and my Checks. If you find, 
that he has defended your cayfe with carnal wea- 
pons, hope with me that precipitation and typ fva*jn 
a zeal for your do&rines, hays milled hipa, end 
not malice or difingtnuity. 

Hope it alfo, ye Anti-Qalvinifts, conficjering " 
that if St. James and St. John, through raete 
bigotry and impatience of .oppofkion, were once 
ready to command fire from heaven to come down 
upon the Samaritans, it is no wonder that Mr. H« 
in an unguarded moment, fhould have commanded 
the fire of his Calviniflic zeal to kindle agajnft 
JYIr. Weiley and me. As you do not unchriilian 
now the two ralh apoftlesfpr a fin, of which they 
immediately repented; let me befeech you to 
conlirm your love towards Mr. H. who has pro- 
bably repented already of the miftake, into which 
liis peculiar l'entiments have betrayed his good 
nature, and good brce,&\xi&. 
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$ XWI return toyou, honoured Sir, and beg 
you .would forgive roe the liberty I have taken, 
to lay.beforc the public what I mould have been 
glad to have buried in oblivion : but your Finijh- 
ing Stroke has been fo heavy and defperate, as to 
make this addition to Logic a Geneuenfts neceflary 
to clear up my do&rine, to vindicate my honefty, 
to paint out the mifiaken .Author of the Farrago, 
and to give the world a new fpecimcn of the 
arguments by which your fyftem muft be de- 
fended, when reafon, conference, and fcripture 

the three moil formidable batteries in the world] 

egin to play upon its ramparts. 

You " earneftfy entreat" me in your poftfeript* 
to publifh a manufcript fermon on Rom. xi. 5, 6> 
that I preached about eleven years ago in my 
church, in defence of the firft gofpel-axiom. You 
arc pleafed to call it three times " excellent," and 
you prclent the public with an extract from it, 
made up of fome unguarded pafTages, detached 
from thofe that in a great degree guard them, 
explain my meaning, confirm the do&rine of the 
Checks, and fap the foundation of your mi (takes. 
As I am liot lefs willing to defend free -grace, than 
.to plead for faithful obedience ; I (hall gladly grant 
your recjucft, fo far at lead as to fend my old 
fermon into the world with additions in brackets, 
juft as I preached it again laft fpring ; afluring 
you that the grcateft addition is in favour of 
free-grace. By thus complying with your " carndt 
entreaty I (hall (how my refpeft, meet you half 
way, gratify the curiofity of our readers, and yet 
give them a fpecimcn of what appears to mc a 
free, guarded go ('pel. 

That difcourfe will be the principal piece of 
an Equal Chfck to Pharifaifm and Antinomianifm, 
which I have prepared for the prcls. Upon the 
plan of the doctrines it contains, 1 do not defpair 
I> 3 W 
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to fee moderate Caivinifl s, and un 'prejudiced 'afiti* 
Calvinifts, acknowledge their mutual orthodoxy^ 
and embrace one another with mutual forbear- 
ance. May you and I, dear Sir, fet them the 
example i In the mean time may the brotherly 
love, with which we forgive each other the real 
or apparent unkindnefs of our publications, con- 
tinue and increafe ! May the charity that is net 
provoked, and hopeth all things, uniformly in* 
fltiencc our hearts ! So (hall the words that drop 
'from our lips, or diftil from our pens, evidence 
that are, or defire to be, the clofe followers of 
the meek, gentle, and yet impartial, plain-fpokea 
Lamb of God, For his fake, to whom we are 
both fo greatly indebted, reftore your former 
benevolence, and be perfuaded that notwithstand- 
ing the feverity of your Finijhing Stroke, and the 
plain nefs of my anfwer, I realy think it an honour, 
arid feel it a pleafure, to fubferibe myfclf with 
undiffembled fmcerity, 

Honoured and dear Sir, 
Your affectionate and obedient fervant 

in the Gofpel of our common Lord, 



J. FiSTCHU* 

jtfadclcy, Sept. 13th, 
*773* 
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APPENDIX, 

toft ike remaining difference between the Calvinifls 
and the antuCalviniJis y vrith re/pefi to our Lord's 
da&rint of jvjiifitation i by words, and St. 
James % s doQrine of juflification by works* 

rO force my dear Opponents out of the laft 
intrenchment, in which they defend their - 
liftakes, -*nd from behind which they attack the 
ifti fixation by words and works peculiarly, in- 
fted on by our Lord and St. James ; I only need 
> lhow how far we agree with refpeft to that 
t unification ; to Hate the difference that remains 
etween us ; and to prove the unrealbnablenefs 
f confidering us as papifts, becaufe we oppofe 
a unfcriptural and irrational diftin&ion, that 
saves Mr. Fulfome in full poffefBon of all his 
antinomian dotages," 

On both fides we agree to maintain, in oppe- 
tion to Socinians and deifts, that the grand, the 
rimary, and properly nieritorious caufe of our 
uftification, from fir ft to laft, both in the day of 
OQverfion and in the day of judgment, is only 
he precious atonement, and the infi.iite merits 
>f our Lord Jefus Chriftr^-We all agree likewile, 
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1'ikewife, that in the day of converfion, faith is 
the infirumental caufe of our justification before* 
God.— Nay, if I mi (take not, we come oneftepr 
nearer each other, for we equally hold, that after 
converfion the works of faith are in this world, 
and will be in the day of judgment, the evidencing 
caufe of our juftification : That is, the works of 
faith ["under the above-mentioned primary caufe 
of our falvation, and in fubordination to the faith 
that gives them birth] are now, and will be in the 
great day, the evidence that (hall iniirumentally 
caufe our juftification as believers. Thus Mr. 
Hill fays, Review, p. 149, " Neither Mr. Shirley, 
nor I, nor anyCalvinift that I ever heard of, deny 
that though a iinner be justi fi ed in the sight 

OF GOD BY CHRIST ALONE, he IS DKCLA R AT IVELY 

justified by works, both here and at the day 
of judgment." And the Rev. Madan, in his Ser- 
rnon on Jufiification by works^ &c. ftatcd, explained, 
and reconciled with juftification by faith, &c. fays p. 
29, u By Chrift alone are we meritorioufly juftified, 
and by.faith only are we inflrumentally juftifiefi 
in the sight of GOD; but by works and not 
by faith only, are we declaratively justified 
before men and angels." From thefe two 
quotations, which could eafily be multiplied to 
twenty ; it is evident that pious Caiviniffcs hold 
the dottrine of a juftification by the works of faith, 
or, as Mr. Madan expreffes it after " St, James, 
by works and nut by faith only. 

It remains now to (how wherein we difagrec. 
At firft fight the difference feems trifling, but 
upon clofc examination it appears,, that the 
whole antinomian gulph ftill remains fixed be- 
tween us. Read over the preceding quota- 
tions; weigh the claufes which I have put in ca- 
pitals ; compare them with what the Rev. Mr. 
Berridge fays in his Chrifiian world unmafktd* p. 
26, of 46 an absolute impqffibility of being juflijttd 
in any man by out works" -oamtfy before 
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Cod ; ami you will fee, that although pious Calvi- 
nifts allow, wc are ju (lifted by works before men 
and angels, yet they deny our being ever judificd 
by works before God, in whofe fight they luppofe 
we are for ever "juflified by Chrift alone," i. e. 
only by ChriftVs good works and fuffe rings, abfo- 
lutely imputed to us, from the very firft moment 
in which we make a (ingle aft of true faith, if not 
from all eternity. Thus works are ftill entirely 
excluded from having any hand either in our in- 
termediate or final justification before -Goo, and 
thus they are (till represented as totally needlefs to 
our eternal falvation. Now, in direct opposition 
to the above-mentioned diftin&inn, we anti-Cal- 
vintfls believe, that adult perfons cannot be faved 
without being j-uftified by faith as finners, accord- 
ing to the light of their difpenfation ;and by works 
« \ believer s, according to the time and opportunities 
they have of working :— We affert that the works ' 
of faith are not lefs neceflary to our justification 
it pots Cod as believers; than faith itfelf is ne- 
ceflary to our juftification before him, as finners: 
And we maintain, that when faith does not pro- 
duce good works [much more when it produces 
tbe worft works, fuch as adultery,' hypocrify, 
treachery, murder, &c. J it dies, and juflifies no 
more ; feeing it is a Hiring, and not a dead/<zifA, . 
that jufttfres us as finners ; even as they are living 
and not dead works, that juftify us as believers. 
I have already expo fed the abfurdity of the doc- 
trine, that works are neceflary to our final j unifi- 
cation before men and angels, but not before God : 
however, as this diftin&ion is one of the grand 
fubterfuges of the decent antinomians, and one of 
the pleas by which the hearts of the fimple are 
moft eafily deceived into folifidianifm, to the many 
arguments that I have already produced upon this 
head in the 6th Let. of the lVth. Check,— I beg 
leave to add thofe which follow. 

i. The way of making up the antinomian gap 
by faying, that works arc neceflary to our interme- 
diate and final juftification beforemtn and angels, tut 
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not before God, is as bad as the gap itfelf. — If God 
is for me, fays judicious Mr. Fulfome, who can be 
again ft me ? If God has for ever ju (lifted me 
" only by Chrift," and if works have abfolutely.no 
place in my justification before him, what care I for 
men and angels ? Should they juftify when Gcd 
condemns, whatwould their absolution avail? And 
if they condemn when Godjuftifies, what £gni- 
fics their condemnation ? All creatures are falli- 
ble. The myriads of men and angels are as 'no- ' 

thing be/orc God. He is all in all. -Thus Mr. ' 

Fulfome, by a moil judicious way of arguing, 
keeps the field of licentioufnefs, where folifidian 
minifters have inadvertently brought him, and 
whence he is too wife to depart upon their brand- 
iihing before him the broken reed of an abfurd 
diftin&ion. 

2. Our j uftification by works, will principally 9 
and in fome cafes entirely turn upon the works of 
the heart, which are unknown to'all but Cod. 
Again, were men and angels in all cafes to pafs a 
dccifive fen te rice upon us according to our words, 
they might judge as feverely as Mr. Hill judges 
Mr. Wefley ; they might brand us for forgery upon 
the mod frivolous appearances ; at leaf! they might 
. condemn us as rafhly as Job's friends condemned 
him.-— Once more, were our fellow-creatures to 
condemn usdecifively by our works, they would 
often do it as unjuftly as the di lei pies condemned 
the blcffcd woman, who poured a box of very 
precious ointment on our Lord's head. They had 
indignation, and blamed as uncharitable zvaflc, what 
our Lord was plcafed to call a good work wrought 
vpon him,— a good work, which Jhall be told for a 
memorial of her, as long as the chrillian gofpel is 
preached : To this may be added the miftake of 
the apoftles, who, even after they had received 
the Holy Ghoft, condemned Saul of Tarfus by hii 
former, when they ftiouid have ablolved him 
. by his latter works. And even now few 
believers would juftify Phincas for running 
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Simri and Cofbi through the body, or Peter for 
briking Ananias and Sapphiradcad, without giv- 
ng them time to fay once, Lord have mercy upon 
is ! Nay how many would condemn them as ra(h 
nen, if not as cruel murderers? In fome cafes 
hcrefore, none can properly juftify or condemn 
►eiievers by their works, but He who is perfectly 
cquainted with all the outward circumftances 
>f their actions, and with all the fecret fprings 
vhence thc> flow. 

3. The fcripturcs know nothing of the diftinc- 
lon which A explode. When St. Paul denies 
hat Abraham vrzsjuftified by works, it is only when 
le treats of the juftification of a ftnner, and fpcaks- 
*f the works of unbelief. — When Chrift fays, By 
\hy words thou Jhalt be jujlifed, he makes no mention 
if angels* To fuppole that they {hall be able to 
juftify a world 0/ men by their words, is to fup- 
pofe^ that they hayc heard, and do remember 
all the words of all mankind, which is fuppofing 
them to be Gods. Nay, far from being judged 
by angels, St. Paul fays, that we Jhall judge them ; 
not indeed as proper judges, but as Chrift's 
aflcflors and myftical members : For our Lord, 
in his description of the great day, informs us, 
that he and not men or angels, will juftify the 
fheep and condemn the goats, by their works. 

4. St. Paul di(countenaces the evafivc diftin&ion 
which I oppofe, when he fays, Thinkcjl thouO man 9 
who doejl Juch things y that thou Jhalt ejeape the 
rgihteons judgment of GOD, who will render eternal 
tife to them that by patient continuance in well doings 
feek for glory. Sec. when he Jhall judge the secrets 
of men by Jefus Chrijt. For rcafon dictates, that 
neither men nor angels, but the Searcher of hearts 
alone will be able to juftify or condemn u* by 
secrets, unknown poflibly to all but himfelf. 

5. If you fay : Molt men (hall have been con- 
demned or ju ft ified long before the day of judg- 
ment ; therefore the folemn pomp of that day 
will be appointed merely for the fake o£ y>&%Sv- 

C^XXQrTv 
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cation by men and angels : I exclaim again ft the 
unrealonablencfs of fup noting that the great and 
terrible day of GOD, with an eye to which the 
world of rationals was created, is to be only the 
day of men and angels: and I reply :— Although 
I grant, that judgment certainly finds us where 
death leaves us: final justification and condem- 
nation being chiefly a fole^n (eal fet, if I may fo 
fpeak, upon the forehead of thofe whofe con- 
ferences are already justified or condemned, accord- 
ing to the lad turn of their trial on earth: Yet 
it appears both from fcripture and reafon, that 
mankind cannot properly be judged before the 
great day. Departed Spirits are not men ; and dead 
men cannot be tried till the refurreclion of the 
dead takes place, that departed fpirits, and raifed 
bodies may form men again by their re- union, j 
Therefore in the very nature of things, God can- r 
not judge mankind before the great day; and jj 
to fuppofe that the Father has appointed fuch L 
a day, that we may be finally juftified by our L 
works before men and angels, and not before him, IJ 
is to fuppofe that he has committed the chief judg- If 
merit to the parties to be judged, i. e. to men and | r 
angels, and not to Jefus Chrift. j 
6. But if I miftake not, St, James puts the mat- ft j 
tcr outof all difpute, where he fays : You fee then that fr4 
by works a man is juftified and not by faith only, chap. ^4 
ii. 24. This fhows that a man is juftified by works ^ 
before the fame judge, by whom he is juftified by j t 
faith ; and here is the proof : -No body was ever ^ 
juftified by faith before men and angels, becaufe J, 
faith is an inward a£t of the foul, which none but ^ 
the tryer of the reins can be a judge of. Therefore,. ' t j 
as the juftifer by faith alluded to in the latter part ^ 
oftheverfc, is undoubtedly God alone; it is contrary ^ 
to all the rules of criticifm to fuppolc, that the juf t ] 
tifierMY works alluded to in the very fame fen tence, ] a 
is men and angels. Nay, in the preceding verfe God c 
is exprefly mentioned, and not men or angels : Abra- fo 
ham bdievedGoD>and it was imputed to him for rights 
ou/hefs, i. e. he wasjuftified before God ; So that the 

fame 
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rd f who jufttfied him as a finntr by faith ia 
r of his converfion, juftificd him alfo as a 
by works in the day of his trial, 
tat this is not all : Turning to Gen. xxi'u 
ipter which St. James had undoubtedly in 
when he infilled upon Abraham's juftifica- 
f works ; I find the Deft of arguments, mat- 
fad. And it came to pafs 9 that God did tempt, 
y Abraham. Thepatnarch acquitted himieif 
lound believer in the hard trial : He obedi- 
offered up his favourite fon. Here St. 
addrefles a folifidian, and bluntly fays, 
iou know 9 vain man, that faith without works 
?, i. e* that when faith gives over working^ 
sdient love, it fickenq, dies, and commences 
: faith ? Was not Abraham our father iufiified 
ks when he offered up Ifaac upon the altar I If 
iill anfwers : Yes, he was juJH/ied by work* 
u min and angels, but not before GOD : i 
, Impoflible ! for neither men nor angeU 1 
im to the trial, to bring out what was in his 
. God tried him, that he might juftly punifh, 
fely reward him ^therefore Goijuftined him. 
udge, after trying a man on a particular oc- 
i, acquits him upon his good behaviour, in 
* to proceed to the reward of him, is it not 
d to fay, that the man is acquitted before the 
, but not before the judge ; efpecially if there 
ither court nor jury prefent, but only the 
t ? Was not this the cafe at Abraham's trial ? 
/e hear of any angel being prefent but«urVo 
the angel Jehovah ? And had not Abraham 
its two fervants with the Afs at the foot of the 
at? Is it xeaionable then to fuppoie, that 
iham was juftified before them by a work, 
:h as yet they had not heard of ; for, fays St. 
es, When, (which implies as foon as) he had 
id Ifaac, he wasjuflificd by works. If you fav> 
he was juftified before Ifaac ; I urge the ab- 
ity of fuppofing, that God made fo much ado 
it the trial of Abraham's faith before the lad ; 
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and I demand proof that God had' appointed tfie 
youth to be the juflifier of his aged parent. 

8. But let the tacrcd historian decide the qucf- 
ttcn. And the Lord called to Abraham out of heaven, 
and /aid, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, for noto I \ 
Jtvou\ ["dcclarativcly ] that thou fcareft God, (i. e r 
belie veil in God : Now I can praife and 1 reward 
thee with wifdom and equity. ; feeing thou haft not 
xt ith-held thy Jon , thy only fon from vie. Upon Cal- 
viniflic principles:,, did not God I peak improper* 
ly ? Should not he have fa id, Now angels and 
men, before whom thou halt offered Ifaac, do know 
that thou feared mc ? But if God had fpoketr 
thus, would he have fpokcrr confidently with ei- 
ther his veracity or his wifdom ? Is it not far more 
reaforrable tofupnofe, thatalthn' God as omnifcient 
with a glance of his eye tries the hearts, fcarehei* 
tie reivs, andforefces all future contingencies, yet, 
as a jufi iudgc and a wife drfpenfir of punifhmcnt* 
and rewards, he condemns no unbelievers, and 
jutfifics no believers, in St. James's fenfe, but by* 
the evidence of the tempers, words and a&ions, 
which actually fpring from their unbelief, ortheip 
faith ? 

o. Was it not from the fame motive, that Godtf 
tiied Job in the land of Uz, chap. i. 12. Ifraelin* 
the wildernefs, Deuh viii. 1, compared with Toflu 
xxii. 2, and King Hezekiah in Jerufalem, 2 Ghronv 
xxxii. 31 ? God I fays the hiRorian"] left him, fto» 
the temptation] that He v God) might know decla- 
ratTvelY all that uas in his /teart.- 'Tis true Mr» 
II ill fuppoles in the 2d Ed. of his- 5 Letters, that 
the words, Ha might know, refer to Hezekiah, but 
Canne more judicioufly refers to Gen. xxii. i» 
where God tried Abraham, not that Abraham 
might know, but that He bimfelf might declarative* 
ly know what was in Abraham's heart. If the 
word that 11 x might knov did refer to Hc%ckiah, 
fl»oi.Td not the affix "1) he or him have been added 
to ;-.y-» thus, •vny-b a& * ^ ^ the two preceding; 
vert s, my ht Utt wm^rwah to \rj ■ 1 

o! Our Lord to\tU ^ 
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Jhall'confefs me before men, him toill I alfo confefi m- 

>ORE MY FATHER Uiko IS tTt htCLVtn. But XtihofotVCT- 

JkaUdeny me before men, him will I alfo deny be for*, 
my father who is in htaven'.~lt was undoubtedly 
an attention to this fcripture,that made Dr. Owerv 
fay : " Hereby f by perfonal obedience J that faith 
whereby we are jujlifed fas iinncrs | is evidenced, 
proved, matifeJUd in the sight of Goo and man."' 
And yet, fcftoni filing ! this Patfage which indirect- 
ly gives up the only real difference there is, be- 
tween Mr. Hill's juftification by works, sindourj; 
this paflage, which outs him off from the only 
way he has of making his efcape (except that by. 
which his brother tried to make his own, See 4th. 
Check, p. 140) this very paflage, which makes io 
much for my fentiment, is one of thole concern- 
ing which he fays, Finifhing Stroke, p. 14. « Words 
faudcmtly expunged by Mr. Fletcher, 1 ' when they 
are only words, which for brevity's fake I very 
imprudently left out, fincc they cut down folifi- 
dianifm, even with Dr* Owen's fword. 

To conclude : Attentive reader, pcrufe James : 
ii. where the juftification.of belicveis by works be- 
fore God is fo ftrongly infilled upon : Obferve 
what is feid there of the law of liberty ;of believers 
being judged by that law ; of the judgment without 
mercy, that fhall be fhewn to fallen, merciiefs be-, 
licvers according to that law :— Confider that thi& 
doctrine exactly coincides with the fernion upon 
the mount, and the epiftie to the Hebrews— that 
it peife&iy tallies with Ez. xviii.xxxjii. Mat. xiu 
xxv. Rom. ii. Gal. vi. &c. and that it is delivered 
to brethren, yea to the beloved brethren of 6f . James, 
to whom he could fay, Out of his own will the fa- 
ther of lights begat us with the word of truth :— Taka 
notice that the charge indirc&ly brought againft 
them, is, that they had the Jailh ofour Lord Jefus 
Chrifl withrefpetl of perfons ; and that they deceived 
their own J elves, by not being as careful duns as they 
were diligent hearers of the word : Then look round 
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upon fome of our mod famous believers ; fee how 
foaming, how roaring, how terrible are the bil« 
lows of their partiality* Read " An addrefs from 
candid pro tenants to the rev. Mr. Fletcher read 
«« The Finijhing Stroke ; read More work for Mr* 
Wejley ;" read the Checks to antinpmianifm ; and 
fay if there is not as great need to infill upon a 
believer's juitification by words and works, as there 
was in the days of our Lord and St. James ; and 
if it is not high time to fay to modern believers : 
My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jfefus 
Chriftwith refpecl of pcrfons-—So speak ye, and Jo 
Da, as they that Jhall be judged by the law of liberty ; 
for he Jhall have judgment without mercy, that hath 
Jhewed no mercy :—for with what judgment yc judge, 
ye Jhall be judged : and with what meafure ye mete, it 
Jhall be meafured to you again by him, that Jhall ren- 
der to every one according to what he has done in the 
body, whether it be good or bad*— — But, " candid 
protejlants* have an anfwer ready in their " Ad- 
dress This is the popijh doclrinc of juftification by 
works" and Ar mini an Methodifm turned out rank 
Popery at laJt."~Th\& is a mingle mangle of " the 
Mojt high and mighty, JelJ '-righteous, felf potent, J elf 
important, felf-fanclifying, flf-juftuying, and felf 
exalting medley Minifter*" — The misfortune it 
that amidft thefe witticifms of " the Protejtants'*. 
("for it feems, the Calvinifts engrofs that name to 
themfelves] we rank Papifts," ftiil look out for 
arguments ; and when we find none, or only fuch 
as are worfe than none, we Hill fay, Logica Gc» 
nevenfis I and remain confirmed in our "dreadful 
here/y," or rather in our Lord's anti-Calviniitic 
doctrine : By thy words thou /halt be justified, 
*nd by thy words thou Jhalt be condemned. 

End of the Firjl Part. 

* See the above mentioned 11 Addrtfs from Candid ProtcJUntu" 
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The CONTENTS. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Mr. Berridge's uncommon piety and zeal give a* 
uncommon fanSion to his dangerous, though well* 
meant mi/lakes. 

FIRST SECTION. 

Mr. Berridge advances the capital error of the 
antinomians, when he fays, that faith mult ut- 
terly exclude all juftification by works, and 
when he represents the paffport of obedience as a 
# * paper-kite. 

SECOND SECTION. 

A view of the doSrine of the Solifidians with 
refpeEt to Hie gofpel-law, or the law of liberty, 
which Mr. B. tndireSly calls a "cobweb;" and 
with refpe3 to fincere obedience, which he direSfy 
calls " a jack o'lanthqrn"— With two notes 
Jhowing, that Mr. B. holds the doffrine of merit 
of congruity, as much as Thomas Aquinas, and 
that Bellarmine held abfolute reprobation, as much 
4U Mr. Toplady. ' 

THIRD SECTION. 

Ananfwer to the dangerous arguments of Mr. B* 
againft fincere obedience, in which it is proved, 
that Chrift is not " at the head of the antinomian 
Preachers" for making our duty feafiblc as re- 
deemed fnners; and that Mr. B's. rajk picas 
mgainft obedience, asAkt condition of eternal faU 
A 2 vation, 



vation, totally fubvert faith it/elf which he calls 
" the total term of all falvation." 

FOURTH SECTION. 

When Mr. B. grants, that " our Damnation is 
wholly from ourfelves," he grants that our Jal- 
vation is fufpended upon Jome term, which through 
grace we have power to fulfil ; and in this cafe, 
unconditional reprobation, abfolute eleSion, and 
finifhed falvation, are falfe doBrines ; and Calvin* s 
whole Jyflem /lands upon a fandy foundation : 
with a Note upon a pamphlet, called "A check 
upon checks/' 

FIFTH SECTION. 

• Mr. B. candidly grants the conditionality 
of perfeverance, and confequentty of ElcBion, 
-by Jhowing much refpeil to " sergeant I. F." 
who "guards the camp of Jefus : M But foon 
picking; a quarrel with the valiant Sergeant; 
oddly difcharges him as a Jew, opens the camp 
to tne antinomians by oppqfing to tkerp only a Jham 
centinel, and Jhews the foundation of Calvinifm 
inamofi Jlriking light. 

CONCLUSION. 

In which the author expreffes again his brotherly 
love for Mr. B. makes an apology for the miftakes 
of his pious antagonifi, and accounts for the oddity 
if his own flylein anfwtring him. 
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DEFENCE, Sec. 



INTRODUCTION. 

i 

HAVING animadverted upon Mr. H's Finifh- 
ing Stroke, I proceed to ward off the ftrjt- 
blow, which the Rev. Mr. Berridge has given to 
practical religion. But, before I mention his 
Ifltiftakes, I mull do juftice to his perfon. It is , 
Jby no means my defign to reprefent him as a 
divine, who either leads a loofe life,, or intends 
hurt the Redeemer's intereft. His conduct as a 
chriftian is exemplary ; his labours as a Minifter 
are gVeat ; and I am perfuaded that the wrong 
touches, which he gives to the ark of godlinefs, 
are not only undefigned, but intended to do God 
Jervice. 

There are fo many things commendable in the 
pious Vicar of Ever ton, and fo much truth in his 
Chriftian world unmajked, that I find it an hardlhip 
to expofe the unguarded parts of that performance. 
But the caufe of this hardfhip is the ground of my 
apology. Mr. B. is a good, an excellent man, 
therefore the antinomian errors, which go abroad 
A 3 into 



C 6 ] 



Sea; t. 



into the world with his letters of recommendation, 
fpeak in his evangelical flrain, and are armed 
with the poignancy of his wit, cannot be too ibon 

rinted out, and too carefully guarded againft. 
flatter myfelf, that this confederation will pro- 
cure me his pardon, for taking the liberty of 
difpatching his "valiant ferzearttJ* with fome 
doles of rational and fcrjpflural antidote for thofe, 
who have drunk into the pleafing mi (lakes of 
fiis book, and want his piety to hinder them 
from carrying fpeculative into practical antino 
mianifm. 



FIRST SECTION. 

JMr. Berridge advances the capital error of tie 
Antinomians, whdt he fays, that " Faith muji 
tf TTERLY exclude all j unification by works : ir 
and when he represents "the paff ports of 
tbedience" as a paper-kite* 

ONE of my opponents has juftly obferved, 
that " the principal caufc of controverfy 
among us" is the db&rine of our juftification 
by the works of faith in the day of judgment. 
At this rampart of practical godlinefs Mr. Bi 
fevels fuch proportions as thefe in his Chriftian 
world unmajkcd) 2d; Edition, p. 170, 171. Final 
jvftif cation by faith is the capital do&rine of the 
gofpelr— Faith being the term of falvation, &c* muji 
utterly exclude all jiiftif cation by works— And 
jp. 26, we read* of an absolute impojlbility of being 
juftifed IN any manner by our works. 

If thefe pofitions are true, fay, reader, if Sr. 
James,. St. Paul, and Jefus Chrift did net advance 
great untruths when they foid : By works a man 
is justified and not by faith only, James ii. 24* 
k % or. not the tyarcrs of the law [of Chrift] are jujt 

before 
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before God, but the doers fhall be justified, &c~ 
in the day when God fhall judge the fecrets of men by 
Jfefus Chrift. Rom. ii. 13. 16* For ("adds our 
Lord, when fpeaking of the day of judgment'] bf 
thy vtCKDSthou Jhalt be justified, &c. Matt. xii. 
37. Chriftian reader, fay, who is miftaken, 
Chrift and his Apoftles, or the late Fellow of 
Clare-haU ? 

§ Mr. B. goes farther ftill. Without ceremony 
he {huts the gates v of heaven againft every man, 
who feeks to be juftified by works, according to 
our Lord's and St, James's do&rine. For when 



adds « And the man who feeks to be juftified by his 
paffport of obedience, will find no pajfage through the 
city %ates" Might not our author have unmafked 
calvinifm a little more and told the chriftian 
world, that the man who minds what Chrift fays 
{hall be turned into hell ? 

See the boldnefs of Solifidianifm !* In our 
Lord's days believers were to keep their mouths 
as with a bridle, and to abftain from every idle 
word, left in the day of judgment they fhould not 
be juftified. In St. John's time they were to do 
Chrift* s commandments, that they might enter through 
the gates into the city, Rev. xxii. 14, but in our 
days a gofpel-minifter allures us, p. 171, that the 
believer j who according to our Lord's do&rine 
feeks to be "juftified by his paffport of obedience, 
will find no pajfage through the city gates. He may 
talk of the tree of life, and foar up with his paper- 
kite to the gates of pardife, bvt will find no entrance" 
—I grant it, if an Antinomian fope has St. Peter's 



• Solifidianifm is the doftrine of theSolifidians; and the SoliJU 
dians are men, who becaufe tinners are juftified [fola fide\ by 
sole faith in the day of converfion, infer as Mr. B. that 
«» btlieving is the~totaf term of all falvation,** and conclude as 
Mr. H, that* the do&rine of final juftification by the works of 
faith in the great day, is "full of rottennfs and deadly poifon^ 
It ii a foftcr word tor Antinmianiftru 



he has aflured 
exclude all ju 




that faith muft utterly 
\y works he immediately 
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ley ; but fo long as Chrift has the key of David : 
fb long as he opens, and no Solifidian (huts ; the 
dutiful fervant, ihftead of being fent flying to 
hell after the " paper-kite" of obedience, will, 
through his Lord's merits, be honourably admitted 
into heaven by the paffport of good works, which 
he has about him. For, though the remembrance 
of his fins and the fight of his Saviour, will maker 
him afhamed to produce it ; yet he had rather die 
ten thoufand deaths, than be found without it. 
The celeftial goiter, after having kindly opened 
it for him, will read it before an innumerable 
company of angels, and fay, Enter inta the joy of 
thy Lord, for I was hungry and thou gavefi me meat £ 
Ac. Matt. xxv. 35, &c. 

$ If the Vicar of Everton throws in an Antino- 
»iian caveat againft this " paffport of obedienee,"*f 
and ridicules it ftill as a "paper-kite " Ifaiah and 
St. Paul will foon filence him. Open ye the gates, 
fays the evangelical prophet, that the righteous 
nation which keepeth the truth of the gofpel-precepts, 
as well as of the gofpel-doftrines, may enter in : 
for adds the evangelical Apoftle, Circumcifion 
[including all profeflions of faith] is nothing, 
put the keeping of the commandments, of God. Yea> 
though I nave ale faith and no charity, I am 
nothing, If. xxvi. 2. 1 Cor. vii. 19. xiii. 2. 

If I am at the city gates, when Mr. B* will ex- 
claim againft the " paffport of obedience, I think 
I fhall venture to check his imprudence by the foL- 
lowing queftions. Can there be a medium between 
not having a paffport of obedience and having one of 'dis- 
obedience ? Mule a man, to the honour of free grace, 
take a paffport of refraftorinefs along with him ? 
Muft he bring a certificate of adultery and murder to. 

be 

+ I fpeak only of the obedience of faith, rlt itxmly for that 
obedience, and for the works of faith that St* Jamet plead* in hit 
-epifltef Mr. W* in the Minutes, and I in the Check* . All otter 
'obedience is wfincire^ all other works pharifaical. : 
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be welcome into thetiew Jerufalem? I am perfuad-' 
ed that with the utmofi abhorrence Mr. B.anfwers 
No ! But his great Diana, f peaks louder than he, and 
fays before all the world : *" There is no need that 
he fhould have a teftimonium of adultery and 
murder, but he may if he pleafes ; nay, if he is fo 
inclined, he may get a diploma of treachery and in- 
ceft ; it will never invalidate his title to glory ; for 
if David and the incefhious Corinthian hai&faving 
faith, inamijjible eternal life, and fnifhed falvaiion," 
when they committed their crimes ; and if Faith or 
believing [as Mr. Berridge affirms,. p. i68,J is 
the total term of all falvation" why might not 
every chriftian, if he is fo minded, murder his 
neighbour, worfhip idols, and gratify even in- 
ceftuous lulls as well as primitive backlliders with- 
out rifking his fnijhtd falvation ? Upon this 
antinomian axiom advanced by Mr. B. " Believing 
is the -Total term of all falvation" I lay my 
engine, a grain of reafon, and afk every unprejudiced 
% perfon> who is able to conclude that two and two 
make four, whether we may not, without any 
* magical power, heave morality out of the wctrlcT, 
or Calvinifm out of the church ? 

If Mr. Berridge pleads, that when he fays, p. 168, 
" Believing is the total term of all falvation^' he 
means a faith " including and producing all obedi- 
ence I reply, Then he gives up folifidianifm, he. 
means the very faith which I contend for in the 
Checks ; and pre fling him with his own definition of 
faith ; I afk, how can a "faith including all obe- 
dience," include murder, as in the cafe of David ; 
idolatry, as in the cafe of Solomon ; lying, curfing and 
denying Ckrift, as in the cafe of Peter; and even inceft 
as in the cafe of the apoftate Corinthian ? Are mur- 
der, idolatry, , curfing, and inceSt," all obedience?"-- If 
Mr. B. replies No : Then David, Solomon, &c» 
loft the juflifying faith of St. Paul, when they loft the 
juftijying works ot St. James ; and fo Mr. B. gives up 
thepoint together with calvinifm.-If he fays Yes ; he 

riot 
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not only gives up St. James 'sjuftification, but quite 
unmafks antinomianifm : and the rational world 
" who come and peep," may fee that his do&rineor 
grace is not a chafte, but a great Diana, who pays as 
little regard to decency, as (he does to fcripture. 

If this is a fophifm, I humbly intreat the learned 
Fellow of Clare-hall to convince the world of it, by 
{hewing where the fallacy lies. He can do it if it 
can be done, " having covfumed a deal of candle at a 
noted kail at Cambridge, in lighting up a good on- 
derjtanding," even after he was declared majler of 
the art of logic. But if the dilemma is forcible, and 
grinds cal vinifm as between an upper and a nether 
mill-ftone, I hope that he will no longer oppofe the 
di&ates of reafon merely to pour contempt upon 
our Lord's doctrine of a believer's juflification by. 
the* works of faith ; and to fport himielf with 
ehce, rendered as ridiculous as Sampfon was, whoa, 
the Philiftines treated him as a blind mill-hot £e* 



SECOND SECTION. 



Containing an account of the doQrints of it* 
Solifidians with refpcEt to St. James's svfpeUlam^ 
or law of liberty, which Mr. & indirectly calls a 
cobweb ; and with re/peS to finceie obedience,. 
which he direclly calls ' a jack o'lanthoro;* 



WE have already feen how Mr. B.giVe$thepafs~ 
port of obedience to the winds as a boyifh trum- 
pery . To render the "paper-hite" more contemptible,, 
p. 145, he ties to.it inftcadof a tail, " a/pruce new 
Jet of duties half ayardlong % called legally-evangelical, 
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and evangelically-legal, unknown to Chrift and his 
apo/tles, but difcovered lately by fome ingenious gentle- 
men" Juft as if I, who have ventured upon 
thofe expreffions, to indicate the harmony thatluD- 
fifts between the promifes of the gofpel and the 
duties of the law of* liberty, and Mr. Wefley who 
has let thofe compounded words pafs in the fecond 
check, were the hrft men who have taught, that be- 
lievers are not without law to God, but under a law to 
Chrift. 1 Cor. ix. 21, Juft as if no body had faid 
before us Do we make void the law through faith, or 
through the gofpel ? God forbid ! Yea, we eftablifk 
ike law, Rom. iii. 31. That is, by preaching a faith 
that worketh by love, we eftablifh the moral law : for 
love is the fulfilling of it, and he that loveth another 
hits fulfilled the law,Kom. xiii. 8, 10.— Not indeed 
the ceremonial law of Mofes, for ceremonies and 
tove are not the fame thing ; nor yet the adamic law 
of innocence, for if the apoftle had fpoken of that 
law, he would have faid, He that has always loved 
another with pfrfect love, has fulfilled the law : 
therefore he evidently fpeaks of the evangelical 
.law, preached thus by St. James to believers, So 
/peak ye, and fo do, as they that fhall be judged by the 
•law of liberty.. Jam. ii. 12. A law which is fo 
called, not becaufe it gives us the leaft liberty to 
fin : but becaufe, during the day of falvation, it 
indulges us with the precious liberty to repent of 
our former, fins, and come to Chrift for pardon, 
and for ftronger fupplies of fanttifying grace. 

However, Mr. Berridge, as if the antinomians 
had already burned St. James's epiftlc,- fays, p. 144, 
after fpeaking of the law of innocence given to 
Adambcfore the fall, " All other laws" [and con- 
fequently the law of liberty'] " are cobwebs of an human 
brain What, Sir, do you think, that Mofes was 
a fpiritual fpider, when he wove the ceremonial 
law ? Can you poflibly imagine that David's bleffed 
man, whofe delight is in the law of the Lord, medi- 
tates day aid night in a law, which bids him "ftand 
upon his own legs," and abfolutely defpair of mercy 

upon 
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upon " a Jingle trip ?" Would you on fecond 
thoughts fay, that St. Paul and St. James weave. I 
«< cobwebs" in the brains of mankind when they | 
declare, that thtend of the commandment [or of 
Chrift's lawl is charity from a pure heart, a good c(fii\ 
fcience and faith unfeigned ; when they (peak of 
fulfilling the royal law according to the Jcripturt, 
Thou Jhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf ; or when they 
allure us, that he who loveth another hath fulfil- 
led it ; and exhort us to bear one another* s burdens 
and fo fulfil the law of Christ ? See 1 Tim.', 
i. 5, Jam. ii. 8. Gal. v. 13. and Gal. vi. 2. , 

$ I (hall not borrow here the rafli expreflion, 
whkh Mr. Bcrridge ufes when he confounds ori- 
ginal worth inefs, and' derived merit,, and reflefts 
upon Chrift, who evidently attributes the latter 
to believers : I fhall not fay 3 that my new oppo- 
nent's miftake " is enough to make + a devil fylujh :'*< 
but I may venture to -affirm, that before he can 
prove, the law of liberty is a " cobweb," he muft 
not only burn St. James's ejjiftle, but fweep 

away 

» 

+ How ftrangely may prejudice influence a good man f Mrv. 
, Berridge, p. 164, &c. raifes a mafked battery agaiuft the article 
of the Minutes, where Mr. Wefley hints, that the word merit might 
be ufed in a Scriptural fenfe to exprefs what Dr. Owen, byao 
uncouth circumlocution, calls, The rcwardablc eondecency, that ntr 
whole obedience, through God's gracious Appointment, has unto eternal 
life— -«Oh, Sir, [faysM. B.] God muft abominate the pride, the 
infolence of human pride, which could dream of merit; it it 
enough to make a devil bJufti." — There is great truth in thrfc 4 
words, if Mr. B. fpeaks only of proper merit, or merit ofcondignnefs : 1 
but if he extends them to the evangelical worthinejs fo frequently 1 
mentioned by our Lord; if he applies them to improper merit, ] 
generally called merit of congruity, he indirectly charges Chrift L 
with teaching a doctrine fo exceflively diabolical, that the devil 1 
\ bimfelf would be aftiamed of it ; and what is more furpriung ftilf, 1 
if I miftake not, he indirectly inforcca the dreadful herefy Hnnfelf I 
by an illustration, which in fome degree (hows how God 1 
rewards us "/or" our works, and "according to" our works. I 
— «« A tender-hearted gentleman [fays he] employs two labourers f 
out of charity, to weed a little foot of four fquare yard*. .Both • 
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away the epiftles of St. Paul to the Romans and 
to the Galatians ; together with the law, the 
Prophets, and the Pfaims. While he confiders 
whether the tree of Antinomianifm will yield a 
befom ftrong enough for that purpofe, I beg 
leave to dwell a moment upon another of his 
miftakes. It refpe&s obedience and good works, 
againft which Solifidians indirectly wage an 
eternal war. It runs through feveral pages, but 
^enters in the following unguarded proportions. 

B P-35. 

«*e old and much decrepit, but- one is ftronger than the other. 
Tne ftronger weeds three yards, and receives three crowns t 
the weaker weeds one, and receives one crown. Now both the 
labourers are rewarded for their labour, and according to 
Cheir labour, but not for the merit of thtir labour."— — ■ 
Granted, if merit is taken in the fenfe of proper merit, or 
merit of condignnefs and equivalence} but absolutely denied if 
it is taken in the fenfe of improper tuortJiinefs, or merit of 

congruity, Let Thomas Aquinas, the moft famous of all the 

jfrpift divines, bring his ftandard of merit, and meafure Mr. 
B. and if the Vicar of Everton [how loud foever he may 
exclaim againft the word] is not found holding the boc- 
TR1N& of merit of congruity as much as Mr. Baxter, let me 
for ever forfeit all pretenlions to a grain of common fenfe. " The 
angelic Doctor" defines merit thus: " Dicitur aliqtii* mereri ex 
toridigno, quando invenitur aequalitas interprsemium et meritum 
fecundum aeftimationem : ex congruo autera, tantum quando talis 
aequalitas non invenitur ; fed folum fecunr um liberalitatem dan* 
lis munus tribuitur quod dantemdecet." — That is, (( A man is 
faid to merit it with a merit of condignnefs'* [i. e. to merit properly] 
when upon an average there appears an equality between the 
reward and the merit. But he is faid to merit only with « merit if 
<o*gruify [i. e. to merit improperly] when there is no fuch equality ; 
and when a benefactor out of mere, liberality makes a piefent, 
which becomes him to make." — Now, let candid men compare 
Mr. Berridgc's illustration, with the definition that the moft 
renowned Pa pi ft Doctor has given us of merit \ and let them fay 
if Mr. B. inftead of fplitting the hair, does not maintain, and 
-illustrate the doctrine of merit of congruity ; and if one of 
the blufhes which he fuppo'es our Loi d's doctrine of wortkinefs or 
merit would bring upon the face of fomemodeft devil, does not 
become the author of the Christian world unmaiked moic 
than the author of the Minutes. 



Se&. *. 



P. 35.I. 18. Sincere obedience is no where mentioned 
in the go/pel as a condition of falvation ; and p. 36* 
1. 4. works have no Jhare in the covenant of grace as a 
condition of Life. I grant it, if by falvation y in the 
fvrft propofition, and by life in the fecond, Mr. B. 
means initial falvation, and life begun in the 
world of grace. For undoubtedly the free gift 
is come upon all men to jufii/ication, or falva"tion 
from the damning guilt of original fin, and 
confequently to fome interefl in the divine 
favour previous, to all obedience and works. 
Again and^ again have I obferved, that as by 
one maris difobtditnee, many [o» nMit, the multi- 
tudes of men] were made firmer s j fo by the obedience 
of one, many [or *-o*Aoi, the multitudes of men] 
JhaU, to the end of the world, be made righteous, 
i. e. partakers of the above-mentioned juftifi- 
cation, in consequence of Chrift's atonement 
and the talent of free grace, and fupernaturai 
light, which enlightens every man that comes into 
the world. [Compare Rom* v. 18, 19, with 
John i. 4, 5, 9.] Far from oppofing this initial 
life of free grace, this salvation uncon- 
ditionally begun, I affert its necejity m againft the 
Pelagians, and its reality againft the Papifts 
and Calvinifts, who agree to maintain, that 
God has abfolutely * reprobated a confiderable 

part 

* Some of my readers will wonder -at my coupling the Caj„ 
viniits and the Romanifts, when I fpeak of thofe who hold 
ckjolutc reprobation ; but my obfervation is founded upon matter 
of fa& We are too well acquainted with the opinion of tha 
Calvinifts concerning the veffels of wrath. The feutiments of 
the Papifts not being 4b public, may be brought to light by the 
following anecdote. Being fome yean ago at Ganges in the 
South of France, I went with Mr. Poamret, the ProteftanC 
Minifter of that town, to recommend to divine mercy the 
foul ot a woman dying in child-bed. When we came out 
of the houfe, he faid : Did you take notice of the perfon who 
was by the bed-fide ? He is a Man-midwife, and a ftremiou* 
Papift. You fee by the confluences that this poor woman had 
a very hard labour. As it was "doubtful whether the child 
would be born alive, he infilled upon baptizing it in the womb, 
a vec une feringuc according to cuftom. The Proteftant women 
ia the room exclaimed agamfc Vix* Votaa&atk naxwdkm^ a 
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part of mankind. But Mr. Berrridgc's pro- 
portions are Antinomianifm unmafked, if he 
extends their meaning (as his fcheme- does) 
B 2 to 

woman in that extremity, by fo ridiculous and needlefs an 
operation. Needlefs I replied he, how can you call that need* 
lefs, which will fave a foul ? Do you not know that if the child 
dies unbaptized, it will certainly be loft ? The docrrine of the 
Romifh Church is then free wrath, or free reprobation for 
the myriads of infants, who die without baptifm all the world 
ever. 

S I beg leave to confirm this anecdote by a public teftiinony. 
My oppomnts have frequently mentioned the agreement of my 
fcntiments with thofe of the Popilh champion Bellarmine. This 
gave me a defire of looking into his works. Accordingly I 

Erocured them laft winter ; and, to my great furprife, before I 
id read a page, I found him a peculiar admirer of the great 
Predeftinarian St. Augnfline, whom he perpetually quotes. 
Nay, he is fo ftrenuous an aflertor of Calviniftic election, that, 
to prove " Wt can give no account of Gcd's elettion on our hat 
among the rcafons advanced by Calvin, Coles, Zanckus, etc, in 
fupport of unconditional el eft ion and reprobation, he propofc s 
" - the folio wing a* gument, ** Tertia ratio, Sec. ducitur a parvulorum* 
diyerfitate, quorum aliqai rapiuntur itatin a baptifmo, alii paulo 
ante baptifoum, quorum prions- ad gloriam pritdeftinatorum, 
poftexiorcs ad -poenam reproborum pertinere noo eft dubtum j 
nee poffunt hie ulla menta previfa, ullufve bonus ufus liberi 
aibitrii, ant gratiae fingi." Bell. Opera De gratia ei libero arbitrio. 
Cirp. V. Antvetpiae, 16, 1. p. 766. That is «« The third reaf on i> 
taken from the different lot of little children : feme being fnatchct 
immediately after baptifm, and others a little before baptifm ': the 
firmer of whom undoubtedly go to the glory of the eleel ; and the 
latter^ to the punifhment of the reprobates. Nor can any defert 
forefeet, or any good ufe of free-will or oj grace he here pretended^ 
Tins argument is truly worthy of the caufe which it fupports. 
The very eflcitce of Calvinifm is an irreconcilable oppofition to 
the Tecond go f pel-axiom. And as Bellarmine's argument de* 
moli.flxes that axiom, (it being loipoffible that the damnation of 
• reprobated infants mould be from themfelves) he necelfarily 
' builds up Calvinifm, with all its gracious do&rines. I might 
here return my laft opponent the fe words of his Finifhing Stro*e % 
15. which he writes in capitals, " So Bel larmine"— — 
a* See Sir, what company you are again found in :"— -But I do 
sot admire fuch arguments. Were father Wal(h and Cardinal 
Bellarmine in the right, it would be no more difgrace to Mr. - 
Hill to ftand betweecn them both, than it is to me to believe 
with the Cardinal, that Chrift has faid, In the day of judgmen 
Jp thy words fhdt thou he jufiified. For, as a diamond does no 
become a pebble upon the finger of a Papift, fo truth^oxi a* * 
become a lie wider his paw 



to finiffied falvation, and to a life xf glory, uncon- 
ditionally beftowed upon adulterous backfliders : 
for fincere obedience, or the good works, or faith, are 
a condition [or, to ufe Mr. B's word, " a term"'] 
indifpenfably required of all, that ftay long 
enough upon the ftage of life, to aft as mora! 
agents. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit 
he taketh away, John xv. 2. Be not deceived, neither 
fornicators, &c. fhall inherit the kingdom of God. 
1 Cor. vi. 9. See Ezek. xviii. and xxxiii. If the 
penitent thief had lived, fays our Church, and not 
regarded the works of faith, he fJiould have loft his 
falvation again. As for the argument taken from 
thefe words, he that believeth [now, with the heart 
'unto rightcoufnefs] hath ever lafiing life, £i. e. has 
a title to and a tafte of a life of glory, and fhall 
have the enjoyment of it, if he continues in the 
faith, rooted and grounded ;J it is anfwered at large, 
4th Check, p. 94, &c. 

Page 33. Mr. B. unmalks Antinomianifm in the 
following proportion, " / have gathered up my ends 
refpetling this matter ; and I truft you fee at length 
that fincere obedience is nothing but a jack-o'lanthorn, 
dancing here and there and every where : no man could 
ever catch him, but thoufands have been loft by follow* 
ing him.*' , 

If I miftake not, Mr. Berridge here exceeds 
Mr. Hill. The author of P. O. only fuppofes, 
that works have nothing to do before the Judge 
of all the earth in the matter of our eternal fal- 
vation, and that all believers fhall « fng louder" 
in heaven for all their crimes upon earth. But 
the Vicar of Everton reprefents fincere obedience 
[which is a collection of all the good works of 
upright Heathens, Jews, and ChnftiansJ as " a 
jack-o'lanthorn j _ and thoufands; 11 fays he "have 
, been lofl by following him. " — Here is a blow at the 
root !— What ! thoufands loft by following after 
fincere obedience to God's commands! ImpofTible!— 
Our pious author, I hope, means infi ncere obedience ; 
but if he ftands to what-he wrote, he mail not be 
iwrpriaedj if with the "good folks cajh in a gofpd 

" foundery 9 



" foundety y Irtng'a fire-bell," and warn the protck 
tant world again ft to capital araiftake. That thou* 
fands have been loft by retting in faithlefs, fuperfi- 
cial, hypocritical, injincerc obedience, I grant : but * 
thaufands!— -loft ! — by following after Jincere obe- 
dience, i. e, after the obedience we uprightly per- 
form according to the light we have !— This is as 
impoflible, as that the Holy Ghoft fhould lie when 
fie teftifies, In every nation he that Jeareth God and 
workethrighteoufnefs is accepted, of him according to- 
one or another of the divine difpenfations : he 
is accepted as a converted heathen, jew, or chrif* 

Had I the voice of a trumpet 'I would mout^ 
upon the walls of our Jerufalem ; Let no man de- 
eciviyou : no body was ever loft, but for not fol- 
lowing after, or for darting from Jincere obedience 
chriftian faith itfelf being nothing, but Jincere obe- 
dience to this grand gofpel precept, Believe in the 
Xord Jfefus Chrifl and thou fhaltbefaved* We have 
received apofikjhip, fays St. Paul; for obeoi&ncs 
to the faith- among all nations, Rom. i. 5. No 
adult children of Adam were ever eternally faved, 
but fuch as followed after Jincere obedience, at leaft 
frottv the time of their raft conversion, if they 
oneV^Vew back towards perdition. For Chrjjb* 
fays the apoftle, is the author of etekn*«/ falvation> 
to them that obey him ; and he undoubtedly means 
that obey him fincerely : he will render eternal life to > 
them mho by. patient continuance in welldoing, or by 
perfevering in " nncere obedience," feekfor glory ^ 
—Has the Lord as great delight in burnt-offering, 
fays Samuel, as i/i obeying [and I dare fay he 
meant kntertty obeying] the voire of the Lord?—- 
Behold [whatever folihdians may fay ] to obey is 
better thanfacriJUe, and to hearken than the fat of- 
rums : for rebellion [or difobedience] is as the fin of 
witchcraft^ andftubbomnefs as idolatry* Heb. v. 9* 
Rom. in 7. 1 Sam. xv. 22. 

^ Godj to (hew the high value he puts upon fin- 
etre tbedkme, tent Jeremiah toxhe fcechabites with 
B 3 this 
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this meflage ; TAmj ^aiVA the Lord of hofts y because 
ye have obeyed the commandment of Joriadab- your 
father ; and kept all his precepts : therefore Jonadab 
the fon of Rezhab,fhaU not want a man to Jtand before 
me for ever. His capital charge again ft Ifrael is that 
«^f difobedience. St. Peter, who obferves that the 
believing Jews hud purified their fouls by obeying 
the truth, afks what jhall the end be of them that obey 
not the go/pel? And St. Paul anfwers, that Chnjt 
will come in flaming fre taking vengeance of them— 
and that God will render tribulation and wrath to 
them that do not obey the truth, but onr unrighte- 
oufnefs j and even that famous paflage, He that be> 
x Heveth on the fon hath everlafling life, and' he that be- 
lieveth not the fon, fhatt not fee.life, John iii. 36, is 
in the original a rampart agamft fol,ifidiahifm: for 
m the laft fentence of it, the word rendered be" 
Heveth not, is not 00 vrwvv*, in oppofition to the firft 
claufe : but am&ejf, an expreffion, which, by fig- 
nifying equally he who dtsobeyeth and he who be* 
Heveth not, guards the do&rine of obedience as 
flrongly as that of fadthv 



THIRD SECTION. 

An anfiuer to Mr. B's capital arguments againfi 
fincere obedience* 

THE ferious reader probably wonders at the pi- 
ous vicar of Everton, and afks if he fupports 
his aflertions againft fincere obedience by argu- 
ment* ? Yes he does, and fome of them are fo 
plaufible r that the iimple can hardly avoid being 
deceived by them : nay and fome of the judicious 
loo : for alking laft fummer, a fenfible clergyman, 
what part of Mi\ B's book he admired mod, he 

convinced 



-Sea. > t *9 ] 

convinced me of the feafonablenefs of this publi- 
cation by replying, " I think him mofl excellent 
upon Jincere obedience." A glaring proof this, that 
the impoffibilityof deceiving the very eleft is not 
abfolutt{ and that our Lord did not give them an 
impertinent caution when he laid, Take heed that n* 
man deceive you. But let us hear Mr. B. 

P. 24. " Perhaps you think that Chrift came to 
fhorten man's duty, and make it more feafible by 
ihoving'a commandment out of Mofes's tables, as 
the papifts have done ; or by clipping and paring 
a11 the commandments^ as the moralifts do. Thus 
Jincere obedience, inftead of perfect, is now con- 
fideredas the law of works. But if Jefus Chrift 
came to fhorten man's duty he came to give us a 
licence to fin. Far duty cannot be fhortened with- 
out breaking commandment s- And thus Chrift 
becomes a minifter of fin with a witnefs, andmuft 
be ranked at the head of antinomian preachers."— 
To this fpecious argument I reply : 

(1) After the fall, Chrift was given in the pro- 
mile to mankind as a Mediator; and help was laid 
upon fiim to make man's duty (as a redeemed fin- 
ner) feafible. To deny it, is to deny man's re- 
demption ► At that firft promulgation of the got- 
pel, what St. Paul calls the law of faith, and St, 
James, the law of liberty, took place. This gracious 
law has been in force under all the difpenfations 
of the everlafting gofpel ever fince. And ac- 
cording-to its tenor in the day of judgment we , 
lhali be juftified or condemned, Mat. xii. 37.— • 
(2") To affcrt that the law of liberty or the law of faith 
requires of us paradifiacal innocence, and uich a 
perfection of bodily and rational powers as Adam 
' had before the fall, is to £et Chrift's mediation 
afide ; and to fuppofe, that jt leaves us juft where 
it found us, that is under the old adamic cove- 
nant. — (3) Tlie law of liberty neither u fhoves out, 
pares, nor clips" any moral commandment ; for it 
condemns a man for the adultery of the eye, as 
-well as for grofs fornication ; and for the ffcurdcr 
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of the tongue or heart, as well as for manual 

affaflination ; and it requires us to love God with 
all our heart and our neighbour as ourfelves, ac- 
cording to the light of our difpenfation and the 
talent of power we have received from above. 
He that keeps this whole law, and breaks it in 
one point [as Saul did in the matter of Agag, 
David in the matter of Uriah, Judas in the matter 
of Mammon, fome Corinthians and Galatians in 
biting one another ; and fome of the chriftians to 
whom St. James wrote; in defpifing the poor and- 
{hewing a mean partiality to the rich]— he, I fay,, 
that knowirrgly and wilfully breaks this law in- 
one point, is guilty of all ; and he remains under 
the curfe of it, till he has repented, and refumcA 
the obedience of faith'. Therefore, when our 
Lord fubftituted the law of liberty for the law of 
innocence, he neither "gave us a licence to Jin," 
nor « became a minijter of Jin with a witnefs," ' as Mr*> 
B. rafhly affirms.— -(4) The fourth Mofaic com- 
mandment allows no manner of work, but the laft 
edition of the law of liberty allows all manner of 
works of ncccflity and mercy, to be done on" the 
fab bath. Our Lord therefore difpenfes with the 
uncommon rigour, with which the jews obferved 
that facredday : and if Mr. B. will call that in- 
dulgence " clipping, paring" or altering the 4th 
commandment, he is at liberty : but if we break 
a commandment in availing ourfelves of our 
Lord's gracious difpenfation, why does Mr. B. 
allow his man-fervant, his maid-fervant, or his- 
horfe, to work on- the faturday ? Why docs*he 
not keep the fevtnth day holy " like the circum- 
cized race?"— (5) Innocent man with unimpaired 
powers, could yield perfect obedience, to the law of 
innocence ; therefore that law made no allowance, 
no provision for any deficiency in duty. Not fo 1 
the law of liberty fbr although it allows no wilful 
fin, yet it does not reject fp rink led, though as yet 
.imperfect, obedience. Nor does it, as fome di- 
viner would perfuade the* world, curie the bud 

becaufe 
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becaufc it is not yet the bloflbm, or the bloflbm 
becaufe it is not yet the fruit, or the fruit, becaufe 
it is not yet ripe : provided it tends to maturity, 
an<T harbours not infincerity, the worm that dc- 
ftroys evangelical obedience. It declares, that 
our works of faith arc accepted according to what 
toe have, and not according to what we have not. It 
gracioufly receives from an heathen ; and from a 
babe in Chrift, the obedience of a babe. And 
in (lead of fentencing to hell the man, whofe 
pound has only gained Jive pounds, and in whom 
the feed of the word has only produced thirty-fold; 
it kindly allows him half the reward of him, 
whofe pound has gained ten pounds, or in whom 
the feed has brought forth fixty-jold. But it mews 
no mercy to the unprofitable fervant, who buries 
his talent : and it threatens with forer punifli- 
ment the wicked fervant, who turns the grace of 
God into, lafcivioufnefs. (6) "Thus fincere obe- 
dience is now considered as the law of works/' 
Not fo : but it is confidered, even by judicious 
Calvinifts, as that obedience, which the law of 
Shirty accepts of, by which it is fulfilled, and thro' 
Ttfhich believe xzfhall bejuftifed in the -great day. 
I might fill a volume with quotations from their 
witings; but three or four will fufficiently prove 
my aflertion.— — ■ Jofeph Alleine, that zealous and 
fuccefsful preacher, fays in his Sure guide to hea- 
vert, or Alarm to the unconverted. Lond, 1705. p. 
- 1 53» 1 54* " The terms of mercy [he Jhould have 
Jaid The terms of eternal falvation \ are brought 
as low as polfible to you. God has Itooped as low 
to finners, as with honour he can. He will 
not be thought a fautor of fin, nor (lain the glory 
of his hohnefs ; and whither could he come 
lower than he hath, unlefs he fhould do this ? He 
has abated the impoflible terms of the firft cove- 
nant, A£b xvi. 31. Prov. xxviii. 13. He does 
not impofe any thing unreasonable or impoffible, 
as a condition of life, [Alleine mould have faid\ 
4U a condition of cternaj* life itf glory, for God 
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in Chrill moll freely gives us an initial life of 
grace, before he puts us upon performing any 
terms in order to an eternal life of glory. ] " Two 
things were neccflary to be done by you according 
to the firfl: -covenant, &c. And for future obci* 
ence, here he is content to yield to your weaknefs, 
and remit the rigor. He does not ftand Upon 
[ legal J perfection &c. but is content to accept of 

finccrity. Gen. xvii. 1. Matthew Mead in hu 

rreatjfe on The good of early obedience, London, 
1683, p. 402, fays, "It mult be an upright and 
sincere obedience. Walk before me and be thou 
perfeCt* So that finccrity and uprightnefs is new- 
covenant perfection. The perfection of grace in 
heaven is glory ; but the perfection of grace on 

earth is fneerity." Mr. Ilenry perfectly agrees 

with M. Mead, when he thus comments upon 
Gen. vi. 9, <; Noah was a jufl man andperfeEL; he 
was perfect, not with a fmiefs perfection [_accord- 
ing U the firfl covenant'] but a perfection of un« 
ccrity. And it is well for us, that by virtue of the 
covenant of grace, upon the fcore of ChriuVs ngh» 
teoufnefs, finccrity is accepted as our gofpel per- 
fection ["—Hence it is that Dr. Owen lays, a be* 
lievcr as fuch, fhall be tried, judged, and jufiifed, 
" by his own •perfonal sincere obedience." Of 
juftification, p. 111. By comparing thefe fair- 
quotations with Mr B's* argument, my reader, 
without having the fagacity of " an old fox," will 
fee that antinomianifm has loll all decency in our" 
days, and is not afhamedto call "jack-o'-lantkor*,"' 
Sec. what the fober calvinifts ot the laft century 
called " gofpel perfection >" 

4 Laftly to infinuate, as Mr. B. does, that 
Ll Chriji becomes a minifter of Jin with a witnefs, and? 
mufl be ranked at the head of antinomian preachers " 
becaufe he has fubftituted law of liberty for the 
old Ad ami c covenant, is fomcthing fo ungrateful 
in a believer, fo aftoniftiing in a gofpel-rninifter, 
that— But I fpare the pious vicar of Everton,and 



ife againft thee, O Crifphnity ! Thou "haft Feduccd 
hat man of God, «mci upon thee I charge his 
dreadful miftake. However, he will permit me 
o conclude this anfwer to his {hrcwd argument 
ty the following query : " If Chrijl becomes a 
ninijttr of fin, and muft be ranked at the head of the 
mtinondan preachers " for placing us under the 
aw of liberty, which curfes a fallen believer that 
>reaks it in one point [though it ihould be only 
yy feretly harbouring malice or luft in his heart]] 
what muft we fay of the divines, who give us to 
jnderftand, tftat believers are not under the law 
preached by St. James, but undc^dirc&ions or 
« rules of life," which they may break unto adul- 
tery and murder, without ceafing to be God's 
pleafant children, and men after his own heart ? 

Muft thefe popular men be ranked at the head, 
cr at the tail of the antinomian preachers ? 

P. 24. Mr. B. advances another argument : 
«« If fincere obedience means any thing, it muft 
fignify either doing what you can, or doing 

what you- art'//." 1 apprehend it means neither 

the one nor the other, but doing with upright- 
nefs what we know God requires of its, according to 
the difpenfation of grace which we are under ; 
meekly lamenting our deficiencies, and afpiring 
at doing all better and better every day. " So toe 
are'Tnotl "got upon the old fwampy ground again, " 
but liana upon the .rock of ages, and there do 
fend the law of liberty againft miftaken foli- 
fidtans. 

P. 27. Mr B. infteadof (hewing, that our obe- 
dience is infincere if we live in fin, and defpife 
Chrift's falvation, goes on mowing down all fin- 
cere obedience without diftinclion. — " I perceive, 
fays he,^0M are not jet difpofed to renounce fincere 
obedience:" and to engage us to it, he advances 
another argument, which if it were found would 
demoliftt not-only "fincere obedience," but true re- 
pentance, faith unfeigned, and all chriftianity. To 
anfwer it therefore, I only need to produce it ; 

fubftituting 
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fubflituting the words true repentance, or faith un* 
j anted, for "fincere obedience" which Mr B. ridi- 
cules : thus : 

" You might have reafon to complain, if God had 
■made fincere obedience [I fay, true repentance, or 
fairh, unfeigned] a condition of falvation ; muck 
talk of it there is, like the good man in the moon, yet 
none could ever ken it. I dare defy the fcribes to tell 
me truly what fincere [repentance] is ; whether it 
means leaving half my fins, or one fiftieth, or one 
hundredth part; (bedding half a (core tears or 
fifty, or one hundred. I dare defy all the lawyers in 
the world to tell me whether faith unfeigned means 
believing half the bible, or three quarters, or one 
quarter, or one fiftieth, or one hundredth part : or 
whether it means believing with * half a grain of 
the faith which removes a mountain-load of guilt," 
or one fiftieth, or one hundredth part of a grain ? 
Or whether it implies believing with all our . 
hearts, or with " half, or three quarters, or one 
quarter," &c. Where viujl we draw the line / It 
jurely needs a magic wand to draw it. See p. 27. 
1. x 3 . &c. 

Mr. 13. turns this flaming argument againft fincere 
obedience like the cherub's fword, every way. Take 
two more inflances of his fkill ; ftill giving me leave 
to level at faith unfeigned, " the total term of all fal- 
vation," what he fays, againft (incere obedience— P. 
18. " If God has made fincere obedience [I retort faith 
unfeigned] the condition [or term] of falvation, 
he would certainly have drawn the line, and marked out 
the boundary precifely, becaufe our life depended on it." 

Page 



• Mr. B invites me thus to retort his bad arguments againft 
fincere obedience p. 94. 1 18. J have been praying fifteen years 
for faith wtih fame earneftnefs, and am ^otyetpijjefiof mare than half 
a grain, — Jcfos affuresyou that a fngle grain, cstc. would JtiMOVl 
A mq v niain load ofguiltfram theconfcicacc, dec. 
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faith unfeigned] is called q condition," [or a term J 
and no ont * knows what it is , &c. fine condition I 
Surely Satan was the author of it."—. 

P. 24. It is SoitaiCs catch-word for the go/pel,— P. 
' 38. It is " nothing but a Jack-o'-lanthorn, dancing 
here and there and every where," Sec. For, p. 29. " If 
God has drawn no boundary, man mufl draw it, and, 
will draw it where he pleafeth" " Sincere obedience 1 ' 
£1 (till retort fincere repentance, or true faith?} 
** thus becomes a nofe of wax, and is fo fingered as to 
Jit exactly every human face. I look upon this doc- 
trine, as the devil's mafier-piece, &c." 

And I look upon.thefe aflertions, as the mafter- 
piece of antinomian rafhnefs, and gencv.a-logic in 
the mouth of the pious vicar of Everton. Is it not 
*furprizing, that he, who unmaiks the chriftiari 
-world fhould be fo hood-winked by Calvinifm, as 
not to fee that there are as many falfe profeflfors 
of sincere repentance and true faith, as there are 
ai fincere obedience; that even the Turks.call them- 
felves muflulmen, or true believers ; and that he . 
has full as much reafon to'call fincere repentance, 
or true faith, a rotten' but trefs, a nofe of zvax, a paper 
kite, a jack~Q \lanthorn, &c. as fuicert obedience ? 

What a touch has this learned divine given 
. hereto the ark of God, in order to prop up that 
of Calvin ? and how happy is it for religion, that 
this grand argument againft obedience, repentance, 
and faith, is founded upon an hypothetical pro- 
portion, p. 29. 1. 18, "If God has drawn vo 
boundary?" This fuppofition Mr. B. takes for 
granted, though it iscyidently falfe ; the boundaries 
of fincere obedience being full as clearly drawn in 
the fcriptures as thofe of true repentance, and faith 
unfeigned. 

God himfelf without "a magic wand" has 
drawn " the line," both in every man's conference 
and in his written word. The line of Jtu-ifh 
obedience is drawn all over the old tefLm-nt, 
C eipecialty 
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Gfpceially Ex. xx. Pf. xviii. and Mic. vi. 8. The 
line of Chrijlian obedience is exaclly drawn all 
ever the new teftamcnt, and moft particularly in 
our Lord's fermon upon the mount : and the line 
of heathen faith and obedience is, without the 
fcripturc, drawn in every breaft, by the gracious 
light that enlightens every man who comes into the 
world. Through this light even roahometans and 
heathens may believe that God is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently feek him j and by this 
. >aith they may work rightcoufnefs, do to others as 
they would be done by, and io fulfil the law of 
liberty according to their difpenfation : and that 
fome do, is evident from thofe words of the 
apoftle : when the Gentiles, who have not the [written] 
law, do by nature [in its prefent ftate of initial re^ 
ftoration, without any other am fiance than that 
which divine grace vouchfafes to all men univer- 
sally] the things contained in the law ; thefe having 
no (written) law, are a law unto themfelves, and Jhew 
the work (or precepts) of the law written in their 
hearts : their confeitnee alfo bearing witnefs and their 
thoughts, accufing or excufing one another. Rom. ii. 
14, 15. Therefore, the dreadful blow, inadver- 
tently (truck at all religion the fide of Jincere 
obedience, is happily given with a broken reed : 
chriftianity Hands : the important term of fmcere 
obedience, with refpeft to adult" perfons, has nit 
.Satan, but the blended God. for its author s and ar - 
tinomianifm is more and more " unmafked." 

Kut thefc are not all Mr. Bcrridge's objections 
againft obedience ; For p. 30. he fays, " If works 
are a condition in the go/pel covenant, then works mu/i 
make the whole of it." Why fo ? May not faith 
and repentance, fo long as they continue true and 
lively, produce good works, their proper fruit ? 
Why Di;ft the fruit " make the whole** of the tree ? 
Itcndc, works being the evidencing caufe of our fal - 
vatlon, according to the gofpel, you have no warrant 

from 
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from Scripture to fay, they tnufi make the whok 
caufe of it. They agree extremely well with 
faiths the infirumental caufe ; with Chrijl's blosJ, 
the properly meritorious caufe; and with 
mercy, the hrft moving caufe. May I not -affirm, 
that the motion of the fourth wheel of a clock, 
is abfolutely neceffary to its pointing the hour, 
without fuppofing that fuch a wheel mufl make the 
whole 0/the wheel-work ? O how have the Iran 
kine ascending out of the lake of Geneva, eaten 
thofe that fed fo long near the river Cam ? 
" But you add, P. 30. Sincere, obedience at a con- 
dition, will lead you unavoidably to perftel obedient e. 
And fuppofe it fhould, pray, where would be the 
misfortune ? Is it right to frighten the Chriftian 
' world from fincere obedience, by holding out to> 
their view Chriftian Perfection, as if it were 
Medufa's fearful head ? Arc we not commanded 
to go on to perfection f Was not this one of our 
Lord's complaints againft the Church of Sardis ? 
/ have not found thy works perfect before God ? 
Does not St. Paul fum up all the law, or all 
obedience in love f And does not St. John make 
honourable mention of perfect love, and excite 
thofe who are not made per feci in love, to have 
fcHewfhip with Kim ? and with thofe who could 
lay, Our love is made perfect^ 1 John i v. 17? Why 
then ihould the world be driven from fincere, 
by the fear of perfeel obedience ? Efpecially as 
our Lord never required abfolute perfection from 
archangels, much lefs from fallen man : the per- 
fection which he kindly calls us to, being nothing 
but a faithful improvement /of our talents, accord- 
ing to the proportion of the grace given us, and . 
the ftandardf of the difpenfation we are under. 
So that upon this footing, he whofe one talent 
gains another, obeys as perfectly in his degree, 
as he whofe five talents gain five more. Not- 
withstanding all the infinuations of thofe fijherx 
of mcn> who beat the ftreams of truth, to drive 
the fiihes from Chriftian Perfection into the 
C 2. Antinomian 
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Antinomian net. God is not an auftere mafler g 
much lefs a foolim one, he docs not expeft to 
reap where he has not fown : or to reap wheat 
where he lows only barley. Thofe gracious 
words of our Lord, repeated four times in the 
gofpel, might alone filence them that difcourage 
believers from going on to the perfection of 
obedience peculiar to their difpenfation, To every 
one that hath to purpofe, (hail be given, and he 
fhall have abundance, he mall attain the perfection 
of his difpenfation ; hut from him that hath not, 
becaufc he buries his talent, under pretence that 
his Lord requires unattainable obedience, Jhall be 
taken away even that which he hath. Compare Matt, 
xiii. 12. with Matt. xxv. 29, Mark iv. 24, and 
Luke viii. 18. 

The two lad arguments of Mr. Berridgc againft 
fincerc obedience may be retorted thus. (1) If 
faith is a condition [or term] in the gofpel covenant, 
then it [faith] mujt make the whole ef it. But" if 
this is true, what becomes of Chrifl's obedience 
unto death ? You reply, Faith neceflarily fup- 
pofes it. But you cannot efcape : I follow you 
Hep by ftcp, and fay, The works I plead for, 
neceflarily iuppofe not only our Lord's obedience 
unto death, but faith which you call " the only 
term of all falvation." (2) You fay, finctrt 
obedience as a condition will lead you^unavoidably up 
to perfccX obedience. And I retort : faith un- 
feigned, as a term or condition, will lead you 
unavoidably up to perfecl faith: for if the law of 
liberty commands us to love God with all our fou\ 
it charges us alfo to believe in Chrift with alt out 
heart. Acts viii. 37. Should you reply, I am not 
afraid of being led up to perfecl faith, I return the 
fame anfwer with regard to perfect obedience. 

This argument againfl fmcere obedience, taken 
from the danger of going on to the perfc&ion of it, 
is fo much the more extraordinary, when drop- 
ping from Mr. Berridge's pen, as it is demolished 
- by the words of his mouth, when he fmgs, 

" Thee 
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** Thee we would be always ble fling,. 
Serve thee as thy hofts above, 
Pray and praife thee without eeafing,, 
Glory in thy perfecl love. 

Finifh then thy new creation ; 

Pure and fpotlefs may we be ! 
Triumph in thy full falvation, 

Perfetlty reftor'd by thee !" 

See a Cotte&ion of divine Jongs by j£ Berridge 3 M . A*- 
&c. p. 178, 

To conclude : Another argument is often urged 
by this pious author to render the do&rine, of a 
believer's final juftifkation by the evidence of 
works odious to humble fouls. He takes it for 
granted that it encourages boajling ; ft ill con- 
founding the works of faith, which ho at times re- 
commends as well as I. with the pharifaical marks 
of unbelief, which I perpetually decry as well as 
he. But even tKs argument, about which the 
Calvinifts make fo much noife, may be retorted 
thus: there is as much danger of being proud of 
one's faUhy as of one's zoorks of fakh ; and if Mr. 
B. preftes me with Rom. iii. 27. Boafting is ex- 
dudedby the tdzo of faith; I reply, that, the' works 
I plead for being the works or faith, his argu- 
ment makes as much for me ?s for him ; and I 
pre& him in my turn with Rom. xi. 18, 20, Boaft 
not thyfelf againft the branches. Tkotu Jban&efi ip> 
faith. Be not high-minded> but fear. Which fiiews^ 
it is as podible, to be proud of faith y as of the 
zoorks of faith. Nor can a believe* boaft of the 
latter, unlefs his humble faith, begins to degene- 
rate into vain fancy. 

Such are the capital objections, that Mr. B. in 
his unguarded zeal for the firft gofpel axiom, has 
advanced again ft the fecond. Should he attempt 
to exculpate himfclf by faying, that all his argu- 
C 3 mcnts 
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merits againft ftneere obedience are* levelled at the 
hypocritical ^obedience which pharifaic bo afters 
fumetimes call Jincere : I reply, (i) It» is pity he 
never once told his readers fo. (2) It is furprizing^ 
that he who unmajks the Chriftian worlds mould fo 
rnafk himfelf, as to fay juft the rcverfe of what he 
means, (3) If he really defigns to attack infmcere 
obedience, why does he not attack it as infm- 
tere ? And why does he advance no arguments 
againft it, but fuch as would give the deepeffc 
wound to truly Jiiicere obedience if they were con- 
clufive ? (4) What would Mr. B. fay of me, if I 
publifhed an impious eflay againft divine worjhif* 
jn general, and to vindicate rriy condutt gave it 
out fbme months after, that I only meant to at- 
tack "the worjhip of the hojl" which makes a part 
of what the papifis call " divine worjhip?" Would, 
fo. lame an excufe clear me before the unprejudiced 
world ? But, (5) the worfl is, that if Calvinifirt 
is truo, all Mr. B's. arguments are as conclufive. 
againft evangelical, fincere obedience, as againft 
the hypocritical works pfpharifees : forifChrif- 
tians (who have time to add the works chiefly 
recommended by St. James, to the faith chiefly* 
preached by St. Paul) have a/W/, inamijible title to* 
final juftifkation without thofe .works, nay with 
the moft horrid works, fuch as adultery and mur- 
der; is it not evident that the pajlport of goodi 
works and fmcere obedience, is as needlefs to their; 
eternal falvation, as a ratten butirefs J a paper-kite^ 
or ajack-o'-lanthorn ? 
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FOURTH SECTION. 

When Mr. B. grant*, thM " our Damnation i& 
wholly from ourfelves," he grants that our 
Jalvatian is fujpendedupon Jonu term, which- 
through grace we have power to fulfil:, and iw 
this ca/e\ unconditional* reprobation, abfolute 
* > eleSion, and finiQied Salvation, art falfe doc- 
trines: andCalmnswnokJjifiem.^fiands. upon a>. 
Jandy foundation. 

WHEN a man grants me two and two, he 
grants me fours he cannot help it. If he 
exclaims againft me- for drawing the neceflary in- 
ference, he only expofes himfelf before men of 
fcnfe.— Mr. B. pt 190. fully grants the fecond 
f gofpel axiom.; " Our damnation, fays he, is wholly. 
I from ourfthm : neverthelefs he declarers, p. 26, thatj 
there is u an abfolute vmpojffibility of being juflified\ 
L (or faved) in any manner by our works;* 9 and part, 
i- of his bpok feems levelled at this proportion of 
|- the minutes, "Salvation not by the. merit of 
works, but by works as a condition/' Now, if I 
am not miftaken, by granting the above-mentioned . 
gofpei axiom, as moderate Calvinifls do, he grants 

I 1 me Mr- W's. proportion, together- with the de- 
molition of Calvinifm : for 
(t) If my damnation is wholly from myfelf*, it is 
j not the neceflary confequence qf an abfolute effica- 

(tious decree of non-election, for then, my dam- 
nation 

* By the vror&toholfy, Mr. B. cannot mean tliat our damnation 
may not have fecondary caufes, fuch as a tempting devil, analluring 
world, wicked company, a bad book, 63c, He is too wife to deny* 
it; All I fupbofc he mca/is, as well as xnyfttf , is that every repw- 
f bate 
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nation would b« wholly from Cod. Nor is it the 

nccejjary confequence of the devil's temptation, for 
then it would he from the devil: nor is it (upon 
the gofpel plan) the neceJTary confequence of 
Adam's fall •, becaufc, although I fell feminally 
into a ftatc of damnation in the joins of Adam r 
yet the fru gift came feminally upon me, as well as 
upon aU men, unto initial iujlijkation ; for I was no* 
lefs in Adam, when Goa raifed him up by the true 
promife of a Mediator, than when he fell by the 
lying promife of the tempter. 

Now if my damnation is neither from any un- 
conditional decree of reprobation, nor from the* 
fall of Adam, what becomes of Apollyon and his 
fitter, the great Diana ? What becomes of abfolutt 
reprobation, and its infe parable companion, un- 
conditional elc&ion ? What becomes of all the 
horrors that St. Paul is fuppofed to father upon the 
God of love, Rom. rx. In a- word, What becomes 
of Calvinifm ? 

Again, If " my damnation is wholly from myfelf" 
thejuft Judge of all the earth muft damn me per* 
fpnally for fomcthing, which he had put it in my 
power personally to do or to leave undone. My 
damnation then, and confequently my falvation, 
is neceffarily fufpended on fome term or * con- 
dition, the performance or non-performance of 
which, is at my option. Nor is light more con- 
trary to darknefs than thefe two proportions of 
Mr. B. are to each other, "Our damnation is wholly 
from ourfelves :"' And, " St, Paid plainly jkufs out 
all works of fincere obedience, as a condition" of 
eternal falvation. On the firft, ftand the minutes 
and the checks ; on the fecond, calvinifm and an* 
tinomianifm. And as fome of Mr. B's. readers 
cannot receive two incompatible proportions, they 

deflre 

bate is the primary mcrito>ioui raufcof his damnation* Tuft as di- 
vide grace inChrift is the primary, meritorious caufc of our falra- 
tion ; although under that original, principal, leading eaufe, there 
are inferior, inftrumental, evidencing caufcs, fuch as Bibles, Mi* 
fillers, religious con\crfition> faith) good works, &c. 
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deli re to know which of them we muft give to the 
winds, with the paper-kite of fincere obedience ? 

I hope that gentleman will not endeavour to 
fcreen calvinifm by faying, that the reprobates are 
damned merely for their perfonal fins, and there- 
fore their damnation is wholly from themfilves. An 
ill u fixation will {how the fallacy of this argu- 
ment, by which calvinifm is frequently kept in 
countenance. 

A Monarch, in whofe dominions all children 
are naturally born lame, makes a law that ail who 
{hall not zvalk.firait before a certain day, {hall be 
caft into a fiery furnace. The terrible day comes, 
and myriads of lame culprits (land before him. 
His anger fmokes againfl them, and with a ftretch- 
«d out arm he thunders, Depart from me, ye 
ourfed, into that place of torment prepared for 
obftinate offenders : for when I bid you walk up- 
right, ye perfifted to go lame. Go burn to all 
eternity, and as ye burn, clear my juftice : and 
remember, that your mi/cry is wholly from your- 

ULVESi 

• Wholly from ourselves ! they reply with one 
voice : was it ever in our power not fo be born 
lame : or to walk upright in our crippled con- 
dition* ?| Waft not thou acquainted with our natu- 
ral misfortune ? When a wonderful man came 
into thy kingdom, to heal the lame, didft thou 
not order that he fhould pafs us by ? If he and 
his fervants have tantalized us with general offers 
of a free cure,, do ft thou not know, they were 
comphniental, lying offers ? Haft thou forgotten, 
how thou ordereft the loving Phyfician who wept 
Over us, never to prepare one drop of his purple 
tincture for us? And how thy "fecret xoilV* 
bound us with the invifible chains of an ejicatious 
decree of pretention, that we might never come 
at that precious remedy? In a word, was it not 
from the beginning thy fixt determination, that as 
we are born lame and helplefs fubjecls to thy 
crown : .fo we fhould remain the lame and reme- 
jiilefs vi&ixn of thy wratli? If therefore thou wilt 
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is a fyftem that docs the reprobates infinite honour, 
and the divine perfc&ionsunfpcakable injur)'. And 
(5) When Mi. B. maintains, that " our damnation 
if wholly jrovi ourfdv.ts" he maintains indirettly, 
that the Minutes and Checks, which neceflarily 
ftand or fall with that gofpcl axiom, are truly 
Scriptural. Thus, like other pious Calvinifts,* \ 

he 

* The warm author of a Pamphlet entitled w Dr. Crifp* s 
gkoft, or a Check upon Checks: being a bridle for Antinomians, ani 
« xAip Jor Pelagian and Arminian Methodifls," with this motto, 
Without are dog J , and whefoever lowetk and makcth a liey defigned,ij 
feems, to whip the Arminian dogs, and to prove that Haven 
Baxter, Williams, and I, make a when we leprefent Dr. 

Crifp as an abettor of «« Antinomian dotages." This warm 

author, 1 fay informs us that even Dr, Crifp* overcome by the 

Staring evidence of truth, once faid ! '* I mud read the fearful 
00m of all, who have not learned this leflbn [denying ungod- 
linefs'] and are not yet taught it of God, Sec They are-yet in the . 
g-illof bilterncfs and in the bond of iniquity, and have not their 
part in this matter. I fay, as yet, this is their fearful doom, and 
if they continue thus untaught their leflbn, there'ean be no feW 
vation by grace for them. Not every one that fays, Lord, Lordt 
(hall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven, Sec, Some licentious ungodly 
wretches I know, reply, though to their own ruin, Sec that 
Chrift juftifics the ungodly, and we are faved by faith withoat 
works: but alas! they obferve not how cunningly the devil 
equivocates to lull them a deep in their ungodly practices. It is 
true indeed that Chrift juftifics the ungodly, that is, he finds 
them ungodly when he imputes his righteoufnefs to them; 
but he does not leave them ungodly aftet he has infpired them, 
he tracheth them to deny ungod line fs : he affords no cloak to 
perfrverance in ungodlinefs, but will come in flaming fire, with 
his mighty angels to render vengeance unto fuch. He that 
denits not ungodlinefs him will Chrift deny before his Father 
which is in heaven. Why then wilt thou be deluded with 
cuoss sophistry, in fo clear a sunshini of the gofpcl? 
Is not the light fo bright that thine own heart checks tbee ? And 
if thine heait condemns thee, God is greater, and tearchcsaB 
things.'* 

$ Hail 1 Crifp. Far from checking my checks, and whipping 
the Arminian dog, in an happy moment thou manfully fightei 
St. James's battle; thou call eft the doclrine of the checks 
•« funjhine and whifpest thine own fpccuUtivc error out of 
the church as "grofs fophi/lry.' 1 



he gives us an excellent dofe of antidote to e*pet 
D Antinomia« 

Dr. Crifp quoted by this opponent] almoft difcoVercd once 
the important difference between the falvation of a fnnet t 
previous to works; md the falvation of a believer % confequcnt 
upon works. 

His excellent words run thus. •* It is true alfo, we are faved 
by faith without works, but here alfo Satan equivocates as grofsly 
as in the other cafe; for though faith only faves without works 
efficiently, yet not consequent! ally, as I fiid before: that 
is, though faith only faves, yet that faith mutt not be alone that 
laves, but muft be attended with its fruits, to wit, denying un- 
jodlinefs : elfe it is fo far from faving, that it is but a dead faith, . 
^nd he is but a vain man that has no better, as St. James well 
affirms. ^ The perfon believing muft deny ungodlinefs, though, 
this denial works not his falvation." — [This is very true, if it is 
underftood either of initial falvation, or of the primary caufe of 
eternal falvation] " Our Saviour fpeaks to the fame purpofe, 
A rood tree bringeth forth good fruit : he does not fay the fruit 
makes it a good tree, yet the good fruit is infeparable. I fpeak 
not of quantities or degrees, Sec. but of the truth, to wit a real 
and fncere denial of ungodlinefs .'"—Excellent 1 To whip the dogs 

tbejlev. Mr. P 1, needs only prove, that when David robbed 

Uriah of the ewe-lamb that lay in his bo Tom, tried to kill his foul 
with drunkennefs, and treacheroufly killed his body with the 
f word of the Ammonites, he u really and finer cly denied ungod- 
linefs** And that his faith produced the good fruity which is 
IM31PAR ab li from faving faith. The moment this is done* 
I promife the public to clear pious Calvinifts in general from 
the charge of Jpeeulative Antinommnifm. Dr. Crifp in particular 
from that of glaring contradiction and his zealous fecond, who 
accufea me with "grofs faff tics," from calvinifti* rafhnefs. 

We can no more exculpate warm Calvinifts, when they betray 
holloed into the hands of p a&ical Antinomians, becaufe they 
ww -and thenfpeak honourably of good works: than we can 
clear Pontius Pilate, from the guilt of delivering the Meifiab to 
the Jews, becaufe he once folf mnly took water, and wiflied his 
bands before the multitude, faying, J find no fault in this juji 
P*Tfi* : I am innocent of his blood : fee ye to iu If the Reverend 
author of the Whip for the A r mini an s confiders this, or if he 
turns to IV. Check, p- 40, where I produce D. Williams's 
obfervation concerning Dr. Crifp's inconfijlcncy, he will probably 
be lefs forward in checking Checks t that he has nor candidly con- 
fidered : and in making whips for the back of his honett neigh- 
bours, left fome of them would take them from him to lafh nis 
miftakes and chaftife his precipitation. 



Ahtinomian poifon. -But who (hall recommend 
it to the Calvmiftic world ? Mr. Wefley they will 
not hear : my Checks they will not read. ' Go 
then, " valiant Sergeant, IF." Thou comefi from 
Everton y therefore thou fhalt be welcome. Thou 
knoweft the way to the cloiets of Solifidians ; 
nay thou art there already with « The Chrifiian 
world unmajked." 



FIFTH SECTION. 

Mr. B. candidly grants the conditfonality of per* 
Jeverancc, and confequently of election, by fnowing 
much refpeB to " Sergeant IF," who " guards 
the camp of Jefus But foon picking a quarrel 
with the valiant Sergeant, he difcharges him as 
a Jew, opens the camp to the Antinomians by 
oppojing to them only a Jham centincl, and /hows 
the foundation ofo Calvinifm in a moft Jlriking 
light. 

THE pious author of « The Chrifiian World un- 
majked' fpeaking of the Calviniftic do&rine of 
unconditional perfeverance, which he confounds 
with the evangelical do&rine of conditional 
perfeverance, p. 194. fays with great truth, 
provided he had fpoken of the latter; it 
" affords a ftable prop to upright minds, yet 
lends no wanton cloak to corrupt hearts. It 
brings a cordial to revive the faint, and keeps 
a guard to check the forward. The guard at- 
tending on this doftrine, is Sergeant If; low 
in ftature, but lofty in fignificance ; a very valiant 
guard, though a monofyllable. Kind notice hao 
been taken of the Sergeant by Jcfus Chriil and 

bi< 
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his Apoftles ; and much refpe& is due unto him 
f rotor* the Lord's recruiting officers, and every 
foldier in his army. Pray liften to the Sergeant's 
fpeech : IF ye continue in my wordy then are ye my 
difciples indeed, John viii. 31. I F ye do thefe things 
ye jhall never fall, 2 Peter i. 10. IF what ye hope 
htard Jhall abide in you, ye Jhall continue' in the Son 
and in the Father, 1 John n. 24. We are made par* 
takers of Chrijl, IF we hold the beginning of otlr con- 
fidence fledfaft unto the end, Heb. iii. 14. Whofo 
looketh and continuetfi (that is, IF he that looketh, 
doth continue) in the perfect law of liberty, 
that man jhall be bleffed in his deed, James, i. 25." 

And again, p. 194. " IF backfliders fancy, 

they muft all be re ftoredvby repentance, becaufe 
David was reftored, and Peter was ; they might 
as well fuppofe, they muft all be tranilated into 
heaven without dying,* becaufe Enoch and Elijah 
were/' p. 199, 1. 17th. 

$ Upon this plan of do&rine, we are ready 
to lay by our controverfiial pens, and {hake 
hands with our Calvinift brethren, % All that 
we defire of them ; in order to a lafting agree- 
ment, is— (i) To confider what is implied in 
the preceding conceflions : and to gag Sergeant 
IF, when he honeftly fpeaks the very words 
of the captain of our falvation, or thofe of the 
Apollleshis Lieutenant-generals : — (2) Not to call 
him a Galatian, or a Papifi, when he is found in com- 
pany with St. James.— (3) Not to enter an a&ion 
againft him, for difturbing the peace of thofe 
backfliders, who having denied the faith, and 
D 2 loft 

* Here Mr. B. in a fit of legality far exceeds the limits of the 
troth, which I maintain in the Checks : for he infinuates, that 
the recovery of backfliders is as improbable as their bodily 
tranflation into heaven. k For my part, levere as I am reprefentecl 
to backfliders, I believe their return is ten thouiand times more 
probable, than, tbcic going ta heaven at Enoch and Elijah did. 
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loft their firft love, now quietly hug a bofom-fin, 
or take their Laodicean reft on the pillow of 
felf-cle£ttoi> :«— — (4J Not to put him unaer arreft, 
for heading a platoon of thole whom forac of the 
abfolute elect call diabolonians, becaufe they doubt 
the truth of unconditioned election, or election 
without IF j and chufe to fire at ftn, rather than 
at their captain.— And (5) not to fay to him, 
Hail Sergeant, killing him as if he were a good 
Chriflian, in order to betray him with fome 
decency into the hands of the Antinomians, as a 
« circumcifed caitiff." 

Whether my pious opponent has not treated 
the honed Sergeant in that manner, I leave the 
candid reader to determine. " Yet take notice," 
[fays he, p. 1^4, "that Sergeant IF, is not of 
jewifh but Chriflian parentage ; not fprung from 
Levi, though a fon of Abraham ; no centinel of 
Mofes, but a watchman for the camp of Jefus. 
He wears no dripping beard, like the circumcifed 
race ; and is no legal bluftering condition to pur- 
chafe man's falvation, but a mode ft gofpel 
evidence to prove the truth of grace. He tells no 
idle tales'* — Enough, Rev. Sir, if " he tells no idle 
tales,"' he does not cavil and quibble, much lefs 
docs he deny his proper name, and well known 
meaning. Although he no more dreams of 
*' purchafing man's falvation 1 ' than you do, yet he 
is conditional If, Sergeant If a very valiant guard 
to the Scriptural doctrine of perfeverance, and 
an irreconcileable enemy to Calvin's election, and 
" Antinomian dotages." 

O ye oppofcrs of the fecond gofpel axiom, 
96 Pray conie and peep /"—See Calvinifrn "unmajked" 
by one of your principal leaders, who (hews to the 
world the futile foundation of your doctrines of 
grace ! T hanks be to his humourous honefty, 
we fee now that thofe famous doctrines fland 
upon the fupermetaphyftcal difference there is, 
between If and If, between, JewiQ* ty x and 

ChHfttax 



-Sea. 5 . [ 4* 3 



Chriftian If; legal If, and evangelical If; If, at 
Madely, and If, at Everton. When IF, the 
culprit, appears in the Foundery-pulpit, he tells 
idle tales, it feems ! he llily difguifes himfclfi 
But when If, the orthodox, fhews himfelf in the 
defk at ***, (for it is to be feared, that he feldom 
appears in the pulpit valiantly to guard Bible 
peffeverance) he never equivocates ! When he 
fays to people that never Hood, or to people that 
can never fall, IF, ye do thefe things ye Jhall neve'r 
./all, &c. He is not a condition, and yet he never 
.fhuffles ! Thefe are ftrange hints indeed ! 

Patient Reader, permit me to try, by the fal- 
lowing queftions, the folidity of the Calviniflic 
diftin&ion between IF and IF, which fupports 
the*amazing weight of the great Diana. (1) When 
the gofpel laid to David, IF thou doft thefe things 
thou fhait never fall, and he fell into adultery : 
was fcrgeant IF, "a modest gofpel evidence ta 
prove the truth of his graee ?" And fupppfing be 
was fuch a modefi evidence, did he " lend no- 
wanton cloak to a corrupt heart (2) When our 
Lord faid to the young ruler, IF thou wilt be per- 
fect, fell all; was fergcant IF of Jewifh, or Chriftian 

parentage ? .(3) How fhali I know when the 

fergeant's "acentinel of Mofes," or when he is a 
ft watchman for the camp of Jefus ?" Should you 
anfwer, A Jewifh IF wears a dripping beard, you 
may indeed by fuch an argument convince, and 
entertain fome Calvinifts; but you leave me 

;|uite in the dark : and with " fome very honeft 
oiks, who are cafl in a gofpel foundery, inftead of 
" ringing a frc~helt," I fmile at your wit and 
orthodoxy, but can no more underJIand what 
you mean by an IF " with a dripping beard" 
than you could conceive what I would be at if I 
(poke of a yes, with a long tail, or a perhaps with 
dreadful horns. — (4) How (hall I diftinguifh a 
c * legal 1 * form an evangelical If? Should you fay, 
that the "legal, blujlering" fergeant wears an halberd, 
but the evangelical mild if has no weapon at all ; I 
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afk, What bufmefs has an unarmed IF in " the 
camp of Jefus?" Why do you call him "a 
fergeant ?" Is he not a (ham " centinel" -a 
ridiculous fcare-crow, to deceive the Ample, 
rather than " a very valiant guard to check the 
forward?'*— — (5) How lhall I make a difference 
between an Everton If, arid a jMadely Iff When 
I have read my Bible in both places, I have 
always found the fergeant exa&ly of the fame 
ftature ; he always appeared in the fame black . 
regimentals ; and to this day a Madely If, 
exa£Uy anlwers to the defcription, that the pious 
Vicar of Everton gives of him. He is " a mono- 
fy liable, low in flature, but of lofty figniheance 
whereas the Everton If is yet lower in figrtiheanct 
than in Jlature, fince you make it fignify juft 
nothing. Should you reply, that a Madely If 
is "like one of the circumcifed race I anfwer, 
that although, eleven years ago, I circumcifed 
him with an Antinomian knife, yet I did not ouite 
mutilate him. But I could name a gofpel minifter, 
who has " ferved more than three apprenticefhtps 
at a noted hall of phyfic," by whom the unhappy 
fergeant has not only been " circumcifed? " but quite 
emafculated, yea deprived of his very vitals. For 
when If, in the above quoted Scriptures, is ab- 
folutely diverted of conditionality and turned into 
an unneceflary evidence of grace, which thedeft 
can do without, as well as David and Solomon ; 
may it not be compared to a dead Sergeant, whofe 
lungs and heart are pulled out ; and whofe ill- 
' fmelling remains, far from being a " valiant 
guard" againft the forward, prove an enticing 
lure to unclean birds who fly about in fearch of a 
carcafe, 

Excufe, reader, this prolix and ludicrous defence 
of the fergeant. The fubje&, though treated in fo 
queer a manner, is of the utmoft importance-: for the 
Minutes, the Checks, and the fecond gofpel axiom 

ftand 
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Hand or fall with fergeant If. If he is a coward, 
a knave, or a cypher, antinomianifm will flill pre- 
*v»il : but if he recovers his true and lofty fignifi- 
cance, he will foon rid the church of antinomian 
dotages. As " much refpect is due unto him," 
and to St. James's undefiled religion, which the 
ingenious book I quote indirectly undermines, I 
thought it my duty to " open my bag" alfo, and 
let out a ferret, or to fpeak exactly the language 
- of Everfon, " a fox" to chafe Jlraggline gaojc 
hard at hand J' Take notice however that by the 
** goofe," 1 do not mean the truly reverend author 
of the world unmajked, for he has wit enough, and 
to fpare : but " the waddling dame," calviniftic 
contradiction, alias Logics Genevenfis. And now 
reader, I lay her before thee, not to make thee 
. '* Jup upon her <f amidjl a deal of tackling inujic," 
but that thou wouldft help me to nail % her up to 
the everlafting doors of the temple of truth, as 
fportfmen do cranes and foxes to the jdoors of 
their rural buildings. 



CONCLUSION. 

Were I to conclude thefe ftrictures upon thrf 
dangerous tenets, inadvertently advanced, and 
happily contradicted, in, The Chrifian world un- 
majked, without profefling my brotherly love and 
fincere refpect for the ingenious and pious Author: 
I fhould wrong him, myfclf, and the caufc which 
I defend. I only do him juftice when I fay, that 
few, very few of our elders, equal him in de- 
votedriefs to'Chrifl, zeal, diligence, and minif- 
terial fuccefs. His indefatigable labours in the 
word and doctrine, entitle him to a double (hare 
of honour : and I invite all my readers to efteem 
him with me highly in love for his Mafter's, and his 
work's fake: intreating them not to undervalue 

his 
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his vital piety on account of his AnHnomian 
opinions *, and befeeching them to confider, that 
his errors, are i'o much the more excufable, a( 
they do not influence his moral conduct, and 
he refutes them himfelf far more than his 
favourite fcheme of do&rine allows him to do. 
Add to this, that thofe very errors fpring in a i 
great degree, from the idea, that he honours 
Ghrift- by receiving, and does Gcd fcrvicc by 
. propagating them. 

§ The defire of catching the attention of his 
readers, has made him chufe a witty, facetious 
manner of writing, for which he has a peculiar 
turn ; and the neceffity I am under of ftanding 
his indirect attack obliges me to meet him upon 
his own ground, and to encounter him with his 
<fwn weapons. I beg, that what partes for evan- 
gelical humour in him, may not be called inde- 
cent levity jn me. A fharp pen may be guided by 
a kind heart ; and fuch, I am perfuaded, is that 
of my much eftcemed antagonift, whom I pub- 
lickly invite to my pulpit : protefting that I fhould 
be edified, and overjoyed, to hear him enforce 
there the guarded fubftance of his book, which, 'i 
not with (landing the vein of folifidianifm I have I 
j^ken the liberty to open, contains man^great and 1 
glorious truths, 
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In which the Author gives an account of 
Mr. Hill's new method of attack, and 
makes Jome reconciling concejfions to the 
Calvinifts, by means of which their Jlrongefi 
arguments are unnerved, and all that is 
truly fcriptural in Cdvinifm is openly 
adopted into the anti-calvinian doBrine of 
grace. 

WE fhould be defervedly confidered as bad 
Proteftants* if we were not ready always to 
give an anfwtr with meeknefs to every man ( muck 
more to Mr. Hill, a gentleman of piety, learning, 
reputation, wit, and fortune] who ajketh us a reafoh 
of the hope that is in us. We confefs that after .the 
.way, which our opponents call the herefy of the 
Arminians and Perfedionijls, we worthip the God of 
our Fathers; believing what is written in the. 
Scripture concerning the extent of redemption by 
price and by power. 

Concerning the extent of Chrift> redemption by 
price we believe, that he, by the grace of God lafted 
death to procure initial falvation/er every man, and 
A 2 eternal 
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eternal falvalion for them that obey him : And con- 
cerning the extent of his redemption by pouer, we 
are perfuaded, that, when we come to God by him, 
he is able and willing tofavcto the uitermoft our fouls 
from the guilt and pollution ol fin here, and our bo- 
dies fr*m ihe grave and from corruption hereafter* 

With regard to our extenfive views of Chufi's re- 
demption by piicc, Mr. Hill calls us Armenians : 
and with relpetl to our believing, that there is no 
perfect, faith, no perfect repentance in the grave; 
the chriflian graces of repentance, faith, hope, 
patience^ &c. m u ft be perfected here or never; and 
wiih refpe& to our confidence that ChriiVs blood fully 
applyVJ by his fpirir, and apprehended by perfect 
faith, can cleanfe our hearts horn all unrighteoufnefs 
before we go inta the purgatory of the Calviniftj, or 
in o that of the Papifts, tbat is before we go into 
the valley of the ihadow of death, or into the fu- 
burbs of hell— wiih refpeel to this belief and confi- 
dent^ I Jay Mr. Hill calls us PerfeBionifls ; and 
appearing once mote upon the Stage of our contro- 
verfy, he has lately prefented the public with what 
he calls 41 A Creed for Arminians and PerfeBionifls" 
which he introduces in thefe words : " The following 
confeffion of faith however fkocking not to fay blaf- 
phemous, it may abptar to the humble chnflian, mvfb 
inevitably be adopted, if not in exprefs words % yet in 
fubflanct by every Arminian and Perfcclionifl zohaU 
foever ; though the lafi article of it chiefly concerns fuch 
as ate ordained mimjiers in tin Church of England J 9 
And as among fuch minilters, Mr, J. Wefley, 
Mr, W. Sellon, and myfelf peculiarly oppofe Mr# 
Hill's Calvinian doctrines of abfolute tte&ion and 
reprobation, and of a death purgatory ; he has put 
the initial letters of our names to his creed : hoping, 
no doubt, to make us peculiarly afharaed of our 
principles. And indeed io (hould we be, if any 
"blafpemous" or„ "flocking" conference " inevi* 
tably" flowed from them. 

Buf 
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But how has Mr. Hill proved that this is the 
cafe ? Has he fupported his charge by one argu- 
ment ? No : but among Come confequences, of 
our do&rine, which are quire harmlcfs and fcrip- 
tural, he has fixed upon us fame (hocking confe- 
quences, which have no nectjfary connexion with 
any of our do&rines of grace. We apprehend there- t 
fore, that by this method, Mr. Hill has expofed his 
inattention more than our " herefy." 

If Mr. Hill had did before a thoufand witnefles v 
I hold ten guineas in my right hand, and ten in my 
left, could the author of the Checks wrong him, or 
expofe his own candor, if he infifted upon the truth 
of this confequence, "Then Mr. Hill holds twenty 
guineas in both his hands." And if Mr. Hill p ro- 
te fled ever fo long, that he holds but fifteen in all, 
and that I am a «' caluminator" for faying that ho 
holds twenty : would not all the witnefles, who are 
impartiaFand acquainted with the proportion of 
• numbers, clear v me of the charge of calumny and 
accufe Mr. Hill of inattention 2 Again: if I hack 
faid before the fame witnefles, that I have twogui- y 
neas in my right hand, and two in my left ; and if 
Mr. ill, to keep his error in countenance by 
bringing me in guilty of as great a miftake as his> 
own, fixed the following confequence^ upon my 
aflet (ions, " Then you hold /even guineas in both 
your hands;" fhould he not expofe himfelf moro 
than me ? And would not all the candid fpe&afors 
declare, that although I have a right to maintain 
that ten and ten make twenty, my opponent cannot 
reafonably aflert that two and two make feven. 
The ju fine is of his illuftration will appear to the 
reader, if he cads a look upon the Creed which I 
have compofed for an antinomian with Mr, Hill's 
principles. The do&rines that it contains are all 
his own, and they ate exprefled chiefly in his own 
-words, as appears from numerous quotations, in 
A 3 which 
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which I refer the reader to the pages where he has 
publicly maintained the tenets which 1 expofe: 
but Mr. Hill has not produced in his Arminian- 
Crecd one line out of my Checks from which any 
fhocking or bUfphemoua doctrine flows by "una* 
voidable" con fe que nee. If he had, 1 p rote ft, as a 
lover of truth, that I would in ft am ly renounce the 
principle, on which fuch a doctrine might bejuftfy 
fathered ; being perfuaded that the pure light of a 
pure doctrine, can never be ncccjfarily produ&ivc of 
grofs darknefs : altho' it may accidentally be obfeured 
by occafional difficulties, as the fun may be dark- 
ened by interpofing clouds. 

Some Readers will probably thiok, that 1 have 
made the Calvin ids too many conceflions in the fol- 
lowing pages: but I am perfuaded that 1 have 
granted them nothing but what they have a fcriptu- 
ral right to : and God forbid that any p rote (tan t 
fhouid grant them lefs ! -At the fynod of Dart 
the Arminians being fenfible, that a gratuitous elec- 
tion can be defended by fcripture and reafon, would 
debate 6rft the do&rine of gratuitous, Calvinian re- 
probation, which is flatly contrary to reafon and 
icripture. The Calvinifls on the other hand being 
confeious that the flrength of their caufe lay in 
maintaining a gratuitous elctlion, and hoping that 
the gratuitous reprobation would naturally feu lk un- 
der that election, infilled that the doctrine of elec- 
tion fhouid be debated fir ft. The Arminians would 
net confent to it, fo that nothing was properly 
dtfcuffed : and the Calvinifls having numbers and 
the iword on their fide, depofed their opponents as 
©bflinate heretics. Whilfl we diiapprove ihefeve- 
rity of the Calvinifls, we blame the Arminians for 
provoking that feverity by refufing to clear up the 
doctrine of election. And improving by the mif- 
takes of both parties, we make ihd reconciling con- 
ceflions which follow. 
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(i) We grant that there is an election of diftin- 
gutihing grace : but we. (how that this ele&ion is 
not Calvinian Election ; thou fan d* being partaker* 
'of the partial election of diftioguifhing grace, who 
have no (hare in the impartial election of diftribu- 
tive juflice,; two diftinct elections thefe, the con- 
founding of which has laid the foundation of num-* 
berlefs errors. See thcScripture Scales, Se&« XI J. 

(a) We grant the Calvinifts that initial falvation 
is merely by a decree of divine grace thro^. Jefua 
Cririfl. But we aflert that eternal falvation is both 
by a degree of divine grace and of diflributive juf- 
tice: God rewarding in Chrifl with an eternal life 
of glory thofe believers who by patient continuance 
in well-doing feek for glory, honour, and immor- 
tality, 

(3) We grant that, altho' God, as a judge, is no 
reipefter of perfons ; yet, as a Bcnefa&or, he is 
and of confequence has a right to be, fo far a rt- 
JptEkr of pcrfonSi as to bellow his favours in various 
degrees upon his creatures; dealing them to fome 
with a more /paring hand than he does toothers : 

(4) We grant, that, a Jtho* G od pun i fhes no one wi th 
eternal death for original and neccjfary fin; yet when 
fin, which might have been avoidid by the help 
of creating or of redeeming grace has been volun- 
tarily and personally committed ; God does 
punifh [and of confequence has a right to punifh] 
with eternal death, some offenders mokb quickly 
than he does others ; the (hewing, in fuch a cafe, 
mercy or juflice upon gospel terms, to whom he 
pleafes, and as foon or as late as he pleafes, being 
undoubtedly the privilege of his fove reign good- 
nefs or juflice : An awful privilege this, which is 
perfectly agreeable to the evangelical law bf liberty 
and upon which the calvinifts have abfurdty built 

their 
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their twin-do&rines of Jinijhed f ah at ion and Jinifkei 
damnation; not con fide ring thatfuch doctrines (tain 
the firfl gofpel-axiom and totally deftroy the fecotad. 

The nature of this conceflion may be illuftrated by 
an example. Two unconverted foldiers march up 
to the enemy. Both have unavoidably t ran fg re fled 
the third commandment ; the one, by calling fifty 
times for his damnation ;and the other,^&« hundred 
times* Now, both having perfonaily foifeited their 
initial falvation, and continuing impenitent ; God, 
is a rightebut revenger of prophanenefs, mayjuftly 
fufFer the fifty -pence-debtor to tall in the battle, and 
to be inflaritiy hurry'd to the damnation he had 
madly prayed for : and, as a long-fuftering, mer- 
ciful Creator, he may fufFer the jiv& hundred- pence- 
debtor^ 1 mean the foldier who has tinned with an 
higher hand to walk out of the field unhurt, and 
to be fpared for years ; following him dill with new 
offers of mercy, which the wretch is fo happy as to 
embrace at laft. Here is evidently an high degree 
of thediftinguifliing grace, which has been man ife ft* 
e*d toward Manafles, and a thoufand other grievous 
finners. But by this peculiar favour God violates 
no promife, and he a&s in perfect confiftency with 
himfelf ; for, when two people have personally for- 
feited their initial falvation by one avoidable fin, 
of which they do not repent when they might; he 
does no injustice to the fifty-pence debtor, when 
he calls him firjl to an account ; and he greatly 
magnifies his long-suffering, when he continues 
to reprieve the five-huhdred-pence-debtor. 

By this/paring ufe of aftonifhing mercy, God 
ffrongly guards the riches of his grace. This infe- 
rior degree of forbearance makes thoughtful finners 
Hand in awe; as not knowing but the firft fin they 
will commit, (hall actually fill up the meafure of 
their iniquity, and provoke the Almighty to fwear 
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in his righteous anger, that their day of grace is 
ended. To juftify therefore God's conduct with 
men in this, refpeft, we need only obferve, that, if 
diftinguijhing grace did not make the difference which 
we grant tp theCalvinifts, perverfe free-will would 
draw amazing (Irengih from fhe unwearied patience 
of free-grace. Suppofe for in (lance, that God hah 
enfured to all men a day of grace of four/core years ; 
would not all finners think it time enough to repent 
at the age of threefcore years and nineteen ? There- 
fore, through the clouds of dark nefs which fur round 
us, reafon fees far into the propriety of the partia- 
lity with which diftinguifhing grace difpenfes its 
fupeiior ble flings. But all the partiality which that 
grace ever difplayed, never amounted to one (ingle 
grain of Calvinian reprobation. BecaufeGod, as a 
righteous judge, let every man have a fair trial for 
his life. Nor will all the fophifms in the world re* 
concilethe ideas, which the fcripturesand rectified 
reafon give us of divine juftice,* with a dottrino 
which reprefents God as condemning to eternal tor- 
ments a majority of men, for the neceflary, una* 
voidable confequences of Adam's fin : — A (in this, 
which, upon the fcheme of the abfolute predefH- 
n at ion of all events, wasalfo made unavoidable and 
neceffary. To return : 

(5) We grant that altho' Chrift died to purchafe 
a day of [\nitiz\J falvation for all men, yet he never 
died to purchafe eternal falvation for any adults^ 
but them that believe, obey and are faithful unto death* 
And that of confequence, the redemption of man- 
kind by JefusChrilt \s general and unconditional with 
refpeel to initial falvation ; but particular and 
conditional with refpett to eternal falvation ; ex* 
cepting the cafe of infants, who die before actual 
fin : thefe, and only thefe, are ble fled with uncondi* 
tional eleejion and fnijked falvation in the Calviniftic 

fenfeof thefe phrafes: Thefe are irrefiftibly faved 

and eternally admitted into one of the many manfions 
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of our -heavenly father's houfe: free-grace, to the 
honour of our Lord's meritorious infancy, abfolutely 
fa vc* them without any concurrence of their free- 
will. Nor is it furprizing, that God fhould do it 
unavoidably: for as they never v/ ere per/onally capable 
of working with free-grace, i, e. of working out their 
faloation : fo they never were in a capacity of work- 
ing against free-grace, or of beginning to work 
their damnation. Having never committed any aft 
of fin, God can confidently with the gofpel, fave 
them eternally without any aft of repentance. In 
a word, infants having no unrighteoufnefs bat that of 
the jtrjt Adam, reafon, as well as fcripture, dictates 
that they need no rigkteoufnefs but that of the fecond. 

(6) From the preceding conceflion it follows, that 
obedient, perfevering believers are God's elecl in the 
particular and full fenfe of the word : being elefted 
to the reward of eternal life in glory: — A reward 
this, from which they that die in a (late of apoftacy 
or impenitency have cut themfelves off, by not 
making their calling and conditional election fure. 

(7) We grant, that none of thefe peculiar cleft (hall 
tver perifh, though they would have perifhed had 
they not been faithful unto death : and we allow, 
that with refpeft to God's fore-knowledge and omnifci" 
ence, their number is certain. But we fteadily affert 
that, with regard to the doftrines of general redemp- 
tion, of God's covenanted mercy, of man's free- 
agency, of divine juftice, and of a day in which 
the Lord will judge the world in righUoufnefs : We 
fteadily affert, i lay, that, with regard to thefe doc- 
trines, the number of the peculiar cleft might be great- 
er or lefs, without the lead exertion of forcible grace, 
or of forcible wrath. For it might be greater, if more 
wicked and flothful fervants improved inftead of bury- 
ing their talent : and it mi^ht be lefs, if more good 
and faithful fervants grew faint in their minds, and 
drew back to perdition before they had fought the good 

Jight out, kept the faith v\d jitiijlud their courfe, 
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(8) And laftly, we grant, that according to the 
efe&ion of diftinguMhing grace, which is the bafis 
of the various difpenfations of divine grace toward* 
the children of men, Chrifl died to purchafe more 
privileges for the chrifiian Church, than for the 
jews, snore, for the jews than for the Gentiles, and 
more fpr fount gentiles than for others : for it is indu* 
bi table that God, as a fovereign Benefactor may t 
without fhadow of injuftice, difpenfe his favour! 
fpiritual and temporal as he pleafes ; it being enough 
for the difplay of his goodnefs, and for the exciting 
of our gratitude, that the leaft of his heathen fervanta 
has received a talent, with means, capacities and 
opportunities of improving it, even to everlafling 
fcappinefs: (2) That God never defires to reap 
where he does not fow, nor to reap an hundred mea- 
fures of fpiritual wheat, where he only fows a hand- 
ful of fpiritual barley; And (3) That the leaft, 
degree of his improveable goodnefs is a feed, which 
nothing but our avoidable unfaithfulnefs hinders 
from bringing forth fruit to eternal life in glory. 

By making ihefe guarded conceflion^ if I miftakp 
not, we re&ify the miflakes of Arminius ; we fecure 
the do&rine of grace in all its branches, w.hilft Cal- 
vinifm fecures only the irrejiJtibU grace, by which 
infants and compleat idiots are eternally faved ; we 
turn the edge, and break the point of all the argu- 
ments by which the Calvinian do&rines of grace are 
defended ; and tear in pieces the cloak with which: 
the antinomians cover their dangerous error. 

Had Arminius, and all the ancient and modern 
Semi-pelagians, granted to their opponents what we 
grant to ours ; Calvinifm would never have rifen to 
its tremendous height. If you try to flop a great 
rivej-, refufing it the liberty to flow in the deep 
channel which nature has afligned it, you only make 
it foam, rife, rage, overflow its banks, and carry 
devaflation far and near. The only way then to 
make judicious Calvinifts allow u&ti\t imfcatUoX^t- 
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< munerative election, and the general redemption 
which the gofpel difplays ; is lo allow them with a 
good grace the partial, gratuitous e left ion, and the 
particular redemption, which the Scriptures ftrongly 
maintain alfo. See the Scale: Sect. xi. xii. xiii. 
For my part, I glory in going as near the Calvinifts 
as 1 fafely can. Zelotes is my brother as well as Ho* 
nefius ; and fo long as 1 do not lofe firm footing on 
Tcripture-ground, I gladly ft retch out my right hand 
to him, and my left hand to his antagonifta ; endea- 
vouring to help them both out of the oppofite 
ditches, which bound the narrow way, where Truth 
frequently takes a folitary walk* 

1 conclude this introduction by thanking Mr. Hill 
for coming a little clofer to the knot of the con tro- 
ve rfy in his fictitious Creed, than he has done in hii 
Fini/king- Stroke ; for by this means he hasflirred me 
up to dig deeper into the Scriptures — Thofe unex- 
haufted mines of truth, which God has fet before 
us. 1 would not intimate that I have dug out nete 
gold : No : The oracles of God are not new ; but 
1 hope that 1 have feparated a little drofs from fomc 
of the richeft pieces of golden ore, which the Ar- 
menians and the Calvinifts have dug out of thofe 
mines: and I flatter myfetf that the judicious, and 
unprejudiced will confefs, that fome of thofe pieces, 
which Calvinian and Arminian bigots have thrown 
away as lumps bf drofs or of Arfenic, contain nevcr- 
thelefs truths more precious than thoufands of gold 

* and filver. Should thefe fheets in any degree ie- 
move the prejudices of profeffors and prepare them 
for a reconciliation upon the fcriptural plan of the 
doctrines of grace and jufticc, or of the two gofpel- 
axioms, 1 fhould humbly rejoice and thankfully' 
give God the Glory, 

Madeley, 
Dec. 14th, 1774. 
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The FiElitious CREED 



BEING 



" A CREED for 'Arminiansr 

Compofed by Richard Hill, Efq; 
and publifhed at the end of his 
*' Three Letters written to the Rev. 
J. Fletcher, Vicar of Madely." 

ARTICLE I. 

« T BELIEVE that Jefus Chrift died for the 
whole human race, and that he had no more 
love towards thofe who now are, or hereafter {hall 
be in glory than for thofe who now are, or hereafter 
Hull he lifting up their eyes in torments ; and that 
the one are no more indebted to his grace than the 
other." 

THE 
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The genuine CREED 



BEING AN 

ANT1-C ALVIN1AN 

CONFESSION of FAITH, 

for thofe who believe that Christ 
tajled death for every man, and that 
fome men by denying the Lord that 
bought them, bring upon themfelves 
fwift deJiruEiion. 

^HMhMhMhI*- *^$3H|Ht 

- ARTICLE I. 

WE BELIEVE that Jefus Chrift died for the 
whole human race with an intention firft f 
to procure abfolujdy and unconditionally a temporary 
redemption, or an initial falvation for all men um- 
verfally : and fecondly to procure a particular re* 
demption, or an eternal falvation conditionally for all 
men, but abfolutely for all that die in their infancy, 
and for all the adult who obey him, and are jaithjul 
unto death. 

B 2 We 
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5 Wc believe that, in confequence of the general 
and temporary redemption procured by Chrift for ail 
mankind, every man it unconditionally bleflcd with 
a day of grace, which the fcripture calls ike accepted 
time and the day of falvation. During this day ( un- 
der various difpcnlations of grace, and by virtue of 
various covenants made through Chrift — David-* 
Mofes— Abraham — Noah— or Adam] God, for 
Quid's fake, affords all men proper means, abili- 
ties, and opportuniiies to work out their own Jalva- 
tion, or to make their calling and conditional 
eUclion to the eternal bleflings of their refpettive 
dilpenfations Jure; and as many as do it, by keeping 
the. free gift which is come unto all men, or by recover- 
ing thro* faithful obedience to re-converting grace: 
or, in other terms, as many as know> and perfever- 
inqly improve the day of their vifitation % are in con- 
lequencc of ChriftVs particular redemption, entitled 
to an eternal redemption or falvation that is, they 
are eternally redeemed from hell, and eternally faved 
into different degrees of" heavenly glory, according 
to the different degrees of their fuithfulnefs, and the 
various difpenfations which they were under. 
While they that bury their talent, and know not 
[i. e. fquander away] the day of their vifitation, for- 
feit their initial falvaiion, and fecure to themfelves 
God's judicial reprobating, together with all its ter- 
rible confequences. 

We believe moreover, that, altho' Chrift tafted 
death for every man, yet according to his covenants 
of peculiarity or dillinguifhing grace, he formerly 
lhevvcd more love to the jews, than to the gentiles and 
now (hows more favour to the ihrijlians than to the 
jews, arid to ^raichri duns than toothers ; bellowing 
more fpiritual bleflings upon ihep^teftants than upon 
the papifts — more temporal mercies upon tht Efigtijk 
than upon the Grccnlandcrs', &c. We farther believe, 
that thisypecial favour Is not only nationalfbui alfoin 
fome cales perfonal ; thus it feems that God (hewed 
more of it to Jacob than to Efau* — to Efau, than to 
Skechcmi to David and Solomon, than to Jonathan 
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and Mephibojheth ; to St. Paul than to Appollos ; and 
to Peter, James, and John, than to Judas,' Bartho~ 
lomew and Matthias.~~\Ve likewife believe, that God 
[according to iiis prescience j has a regard for 
the fouls, who [he forefees ] will finally yield to 
his grace ; and this regard he has not for thole 
fouls, who [he forefees] will finally harden them- 
fclves again ft his goodnels. Thus with respect 
to divine fore-knowledge, we grant that Chrift 
had a refpe& for fallen Peter, which he had not for 
n fallen Judas: for when they were both lying in 
the guilt of their crimes, he could not but prefer 
j him, who had not yet finned out his day of grace, 
B to him who had ;— him who had done the fpirit of 
F grace, a partial, temporary defpite, to him who had 
done that fpirit a total and final defpite — And t 
* in a word, him who would repent, to him who 
f abfolutely would not. However, this peculiar 
jegard for fome men, this lengthening or ihorten- 
ing a Tinner's day of grace arbitrarily, and this 
bellowing more talents, i. e. more temporal and 
fpirituai' blellings upon one man than upon 
another, according to fovereign prerogative, which 
God claims in his covenants of peculiarity :— — 
This peculiar regard for fome men, 1 fay, never 
amounts to a grain of partiality in judgment: 
much lefs to a rape committed by overbearing 
grace, or infruflrable wrath upon the moral agency 
of two men (fuppofe Peter and Judas') to bring 
about in an unavoidable manner the final perfe* 
verance of the one, and the final apojlacy of the 
other : For, had the covetous traitor humbly 
repented when he could yet do it, he would have 
gone to heaven *, and had the lying perjured 
Apoftle put oil his repentance as obftinately as 
Judas did, he would have gone to the place of 
impenitent apoftates; For, God having put life 
and death before the fons of men ; and having 
pointed eternal rewards for thofe who finally chufe 
life in the re&itude of their conducl, and eternal 
punishments for thofe who finally chufe death in 
B 3 the 



the error of their ways, he can no. more finally turn 
tfie fcale of their will, than he can deny himflf f 
and. turn the folcranity of the great day, into the 
pageantry of a pharifaic mafquerade. 

The end of the firft article of Mr. Hill'i 
fi&itious Creed is not lefs contrary to aU our prin- 
ciples, than ihe middle part. For, according to 
all our do&rines of grace, perfons x who are in 
glory like Peter, are infinitely more indebted to* 
Ch rift's grace, than perfons who lift up their eyes 
in torments like Judas. This will appear if we 
confider the cafe of thofe two Apoftles. Altho* 
they were both equally indebted to Chrifl for his 
redeeming love, which put them in a ftate of 
initial falvation ; and for his diftinguijking favoui^ 
which raifed them to apoftolic honours; yet upon. ' 
our Scheme, Peter is infinitely more beholden 
to free-grace than Judas; and I prove it thus. 
Chrift according to his remunerative election, which 
draws after it a particular redemption and eternal 
falvation — Chrifl I fay, according to that remurte* 
rative ele&ion has chofen Peter to the reward 
of an heavenly throne and a crown of glory. 
Now this ele&ion, in which Judas has no inter$ft r 
fprings from God's Free-grace, as well as from 
voluntary perfeverance in the free obedience of 
faith. It was of free-grace that God defigncd 
to give to all penitent, perfevering believers, and 
of confequence to Peter; a. crown of glory in his' 
heavenly kingdom : For he might have given 
them only the convenieneies of life in a cottage 
on earth :-— He might have dropped them into 
their original nothingnefs after having blefled 
them with one fingle (mile of approbation :— 
Nay, he might have demanded their utmoft' 
obedience without promifing them the least 
reward. Therefore Peter, and aU the faints it* 
glory, are indebted to Chrift, not only for their 

reward* 
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rewards of additional grace on earth, but alfo Tot 
all their eternal falvation, and for all the heavenly 
bleflings which flow from their particular redemp- 
tion : Infinitely gracious rewards theie, which God 
does not beftow upon Judas^ or upon any of thofe 
who die impenitent ! Infinitely glorious rewards ! 
which, nothing but God's fres-gkace "in Chrift, 
could move his diftributive juftice to beftow upon 
perfevering believers. Hence it is evident, that N^r. 
Hill has tried to make our fundamental doctrine of 
general redemption appear ridiculous, by abfurdly 
clogging it with an odious confequence, which ha» 
no more to do with that comfortable doftrioe, than 
we have to do with Mr. Hill's uncomfortable tenet 
of abfolute reprobation. 

The fictitious . CREED: 
ARTICLE II. 

« T Believe that divine grace is indifcriminately 
A given to all men ; and that God forefeeirtg,. 
that by far the greater part of the world would re* 
jell this grace, doth neverthclefs beftow it upon 
(hem, in order to heighten their torments* and to 
increafe their damnation in hell." 



The genuine CREED: 
ARTICLE 1U 

WE do not believe tha^ divine grace is indifi. 
criminately given to all men. For, altho* 
we afficrt, that God &ives to all at leaft one talent of 

trut 
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true grace to profit with ; yet we acknowledge, that 
he makes as real a difference between man and man 
as between an angel and an archangel; giving to 
fome men one talent, to others two talents, and to 
others jive, according to the election of dijlinguijhing 
grace maintained in the Scripture Scales, Se6fc, xii. 
But the lead talent of grace is faving, if free-will 
does not bury it to the la ft. 

And we believe, that, altho' God forefaw, that 
in fome unhappy periods of the world's duration, 
the greater part of adults would reject his grace, 
he neverthelefs be flows it in different meafures 
upon all : but not (as Mr. Hill fays) " in order to 
heighten the torments, and increafe the damnation 
of any in hell. 9 ' This is an horrid conceit, which 
we -return to thofe who infinuate, that God gives 4 
common grace [that is, we apprehend, unfaving, 
gracelefs grace] to absolute reprobates, i. e. to 
men, for whom, [upon Mr. Hill's fcheme of 
abfolute reprobation] there never was in God the 
leaft degree of mercy and faving goodnefs:- 
This (hocking confequence, fixed upon us by Mr. 
Hill, is the genuine offspring of Calviniftic non- 



Gofpel to myriads of men, from whom he abfo- 
lutely keeps the power of believing it ; tantalizing 
them with delufive offers of free-grace here, that 
he may, without pojibility of efcapc, fink them 

hereafter to the deepeft hell the hell of the 

Capernaites. 

According to the gofpel, the reprobation that 
draws eternal damnation after it, fprings from our 
own perfonal free-will doing a final defpite ro Jrce- 
grace ; and not from God's eternal frce wralh. And 
if Mr. Hill afks why God gives a manifeftation of 
the fpirit of grace to men, who ( he fo.ciees • will 
do it a final defpite, as well as to thofe who thro' 
that grace will work put their own falvatioa; 
We reply: j 




that God fends the 
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ft) For the fame reafon which made him give 
celejlial grace to the angels who became devils by 
Squandering it away — paiadifaical grace, to our fir II 
parents— expottulaiing, Gentile grace to Cain— 
jewifh, royal grace to Saul — and chriftian, apof- 
tolic grace to Judas. If Mr. Hill fays he does not 
underftand what that reafon is: we ahfwer: By 
the fame reafon which induced the Mafler who 
corrected Mr. Hill for making a bad exercife at 
Weftminfler fchool, to give bis pupil pen, paper, 
ink, tmd proper in(lru£lion, before he could 
reasonably call Mr. Hill to an account for his 
exercife. And by the fame reafon which would 
make all Shropfhire cry out againit Mr. Hill, as 
againft a tyrannical mafter, iuppofe he horfc- 
whipped his coachman and poflilion for not 
driving him if he had taken away from them 
boots, whips, fpurs, harnefs, coach and horfes; 
and if he had contrived himfelf the fall of their 
apartment, that they might put all their bones 
out of joint, when the floor gave way under 
them. 

(a) If Mr. Hill is not fatisfied with thefa 
illuftrations, we will give him fome direft 
anfwers. God gives a manifeftation of his grace 
to thofe who make their reprobation fure by 
finally refitting his gracious Spirit, Firft: Becausi 
he will {how himfelf as he is, gracious and mer- 
ciful, true and longfuffering towards all, fo long as 
the day of their vijitation lalts. — Thus he beftows a 
talent of grace upon all his flothful fervants who 
bury it to the lad, becaufe he will difplay his 
equity and goodnefs, although they will difplay 
their wickednefs and floth.— Secondly, Because 
he is determined, 'that if thofe fervants will deftroy 
themfelves, their blood fhall be upon their own 
heads, according to the well-known fcriptures, 
V IJrad, thou haft defiroyed thyself. I would— 

4ind ye would not: Thirdly, Be.cause God 

will judge the world in right eoufnefs 9 and difplay 
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his diftributive juftice in rendering to alt accord- 
ing to their works; deservedly clothing his 
finally-unfaithful fervants with fhame ; and making 
the faithful walk with him in white, beeaufe 
thky are [evangelically] worthy. And, to fum 
up all in one,— Because the two Gofpel-axioms 
.are firm as the pillars of heaven and hell ; and 
God will difplay their ttuth before men and 
angels, and especially before pharifees and antino- 
mies s. Now according to the frft axiom, there 
is a Saviour, a meafure of faving grace, ancka day 
of initial falvation for all. And according to the 
fecond axiom, there is free-will in all, and a Hay of 
judgment, with a final ialvaiion or damnation for 
all, according to their good or bad works, that is, 
according to their free-agency ; the good works of 
the righteous being the product of their free^ 
avoidable co-operation with God's grace ; ana the 
bad works of the wicked fpringing from their 
free, avoidable rebellion again ft that grace. 

Hence it appears, that the ed. Article; of the 
fictitious creed contains indeed a " fhocking 9 not to 
fay blafphemous" confequence ; but that this con- 
ference is nothing but a fpring of Mr. Hill's 
fuppofed "orthodoxy," abfurdly grafted upon the 
fuppofed " herefy" which St. John and St. Paul 
maintain in triefe words: He (Chrift) was the true 
light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world — The grace 6f God, which bringeth sal- 
vation, has appeared unto all men, teaching 
[not forcing j us to deny ungodlinef s, &c. and t* 
live foberly % &c. [if we are obedient to its 
teachings.] 
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The Fictitious CREED: 



ARTICLE III. 

<f T Believe it depends wholly on the will of the 
creature, whether he fhall or (hall not re- 
ceive any benefit from divine Grace." 



The Genuine CREED: 



ARTICLE III. 

. *T T' 7E believe that the benefits of a temporary re- 
g W demption, of a day of falvation, and of the 
F free-gift which came upon alt men to the jufifcation 
mentioned Rom. v. 18, — we believe, 1 fay, that 
thefe benefits, far from " depending wholly on the will 
of thf. creature" as to the receiving of them, de- 
pend no more upon us than our fight, and the light 
of the fun. All thofe bleffings are at Jirft as gra- 
tuitoufly, and irrefiftibty be flowed upon ut, for 
Chris's fake, in our preient manner of existence-; 
as the divine imige and favour were at ^r/$beftowed 
tspon our fir ft parents in- paradife : with this only 
> _ difference : before the fall their paradifaical grace 
) came immediately from God our Creator : where- 
as fince the fall, our penitential grace comes immedi- 
ately and irrefiflibly from God our Redeemer 
fay irreftftiMy, becaufe God does not leave to our 
option whether we (hall receive a talent of redeeming 
grace ot no, any more than he left it to Adam's 
choice whether Adam fhould receive five talents of 
creative grace or no : although afterwards he gives 
us leave to bury or improve out Ulet&<& tt&ttmvi^ 
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grace, as he gave leave to Adam to bury or improve 
his five talents of creative grace. Our doctrine of 
the general redemption and free-agency of mankind 
flands therefore upon the fame fcriptural and ra- 
tional ground, which bears up Mr. Hill's fyftem 
of man's creation and moral-agency in paradife ; it 
being impoflible to make any objection again ft the 
ptrfonal lofs of redeeming grace in Judas, that may 
not be retorted againft the per/anal lofs of creative 
grace in Adam or Satan* 

But, with refpeft to all the temporal and eternal 
benefits, which God has promifed by way of re- 
ward to his every good and faithful fervant y we be- 
lieve that tbey .depend upon the concurrence of two* 
caufes, the frfi of which is the free-grace of God in 
Jefus Chrift; and the fecond, the faithfulnefsof our 
aflifted and re&ined free-zui//; which faithfulncfs 
is gracioufly crowned by God's remunerative juftice 
and evangelical veracity. And, inftead of bluflbing 
at this doctrine, as if it were "flocking^" we glory 
in it as being pcife&ly rational, ftri&ly fcriptural, 
and equally ditrant from the two rocks againft which 
Calyinian orthodoxy is dafhed in pieces : I mean 
the twin-doctrines of wanton free-grace, and eter- 
nal free-wrath, according to which God without 
any refpeft to the faith or unbelief, to the good or 
bad works of /m-agents, abfolutely ordained for 
fome of them the robe of Chrift's imputed righre- 
Oufnefs, and the unavoidable reward of eternal life 
by means of unavoidable faith : while he abfolutely 
appointed for all the reft the robe of Adam's im- 
puted uruighteoufnefs, and the unavoidable punifh- 
mtnt of eternal death, by means of necejfary % una* 
voidabk unbelief. 
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The Fictitious CREED: 

ARTICLE IV. 

" HHHOUGH the fcripture tells me that'thecar- 
-*» nal mind is enmity again ft God, yet I be- 
lieve that there is fomething in the heart of every 
natural man, that can nourifh and cherifh the grace 
of God ; and that the fole reafon why this grace is 
effectual in fome and not in others, is entirely 
owing to themfelves, and to their own faithfulnefs, 
and not to the diftinguifhing love and favqur of 
God/' 



The Genuine CREE D : 

ARTICLE IV. 

THOUGH the fcripture tells us that the carnal 
mind is enmity again ft and that the fiejh luftttk 
againjt the fpi* it f yet we believe, that from the tim« 
God initially railed mankind from their fall, and 
promifed them the celeflial Bruifer of the (erpent^s 
fcead, there is a gracious free-agency in the heart of 
every man who has not yet finned away his day offal- 
va'tion: and that, by means of this gracious free-* 
agency, all men, during the accepted time, can con- 
cur with, arid work under 'the grac* of God, ac- 
cording to the difpenfation they belong to. — Again 
we believe that no child of Adam is a natural man in 
the Calvinian fenfe of the word — [i. e. abfolutdy 
deftitute of all favin^ grace] except He who has ac- 
tually finned awayhts day of grace.' 'And when we 
conHder'man as absolutely gracelefs,' or as a!ckild'of 
wraih in. the higrfeft fenfe 6f the word, we confider 
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him in fallen Adam, before God began to raifc 
mankind by tbe promife ot the woman's feed. Or 
we muitconfider that man in his own peifon, after 
lie has done Jin at defpite to the fpirit of thai grace, 
which has mote or lefs clearly appeared to all men 
under various difpcnfations. 

Mr. Hill greatly .mi flakes if he thinks that, ac- 
cording to our do&rine, God's • grace is cffcStualin 
feme, and not in others for we believe that it is ef- 
fectual In all, though in a different manner, 
It has its first and most dfjirablt effcft on them 
that "cherifh it" through the above-mentioned 
gracious free-agency. And it has its second, and 
lefs defuable effect on thole, who finally reject the 
gracious counfel of God towards them : for it re- 
pioves their fins; it galls their confciences ; it ren- 
ders them irexcufable; it vindicates God's mercy: 
it clears his ju ft ice ; it fhews that the judge of all 
the earth does no wrong; and it begins in this 
world the juft punifhment whicji righteous ven* 
gcance will complete in the next* 

t 

The grace of God therefore, like the gofpel that 
trflifies of it, is a two-edged /word : it is a favour of 
Hfe to thofe who cherifh, and a favour of death to 
thofe wl.o lefifl it. That fome cherifh it, by its 
afl5 fiance work righteoufnefs to the laft, and then 
receive the reward of the inheritance, is not " en- 
tirely owing to themfelves and to their own faithful- 
ness" as the fictitious creed aflerts : nor is it u en* 
tirtly owing to the love and favour of God." This 
happy event has two caufes: the first is free- 
g* ace, by the afti fiance of which, the faith and good 
works of the righteous are begun, continued, and 
ended: the second is fees-will humbly working 
with free-gnce: as appears by the numerous fcrip- 
iures ballanced in the Scripture fcaUs. And that fome 
on the other hand, refift tbe grace of God, and are 
prfmaliy given up to a reprobate mind that they 
might be dmt^ \t at all owing to God's 
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fret wraths as the ftheme of Mr. Hill fuppofes : 
nor is it entirely owing to the unfaith/ulnc fs and 
obftinacy of impenitent finner*. This unhappy 
event has alio two caufes: the fijist is man's 
Free-will finally refufing to concur with Free- 
grace: in working out his own fulvation ? and 
the fecond is Juft-wrath revenging the defpite 
done to God's fcrec-grace by fuch a final rejufal. 

Witn* refpecl: to " the distingu ishin g love and 
favour" of God our Judge, and his distinguish- 
ed hatred and ill-will , on which our eternal rewards 
and punijkments unavoidably turn, according to Mr. 
Hill's twin-doctrines oSfiniJkedfalvation and Jinijhed 
damnation] we dare not admit them in our holy reli- 
gion. We give to "distinguishing favour an 
important place in our creed, as appears from the 
fir a article of this ; but that favour has nothing to 
do with God's judicial diftribution of rewards or 
puni foments, i. e. with God's appointing of us to 
eternal life or to eternal death.— We believe that it 
is a mod daring attempt of the antinomians, to place 
diftingu idling favour, and diftinguifhing grudge, 
upon the judicial throne of God, and in the judgment* 
jiat of Cnrifl; no decrees proceeding from thence, 
but fuch as are dictated by impartial justice 
putting Chrift's evangelical law in execution, and 
foi€t\y judging [i. jvfiifyingo* condemning reward- 
ing or puniihingj moral agents, according to their 
works. We fhould think ourfelves guilty of propa- 
gating " a flocking, not to Jay blafphemOus" do&iine, if 
we in fin ua ted, that " diftinguiflhing favour," and not 
unbribed juftice di&ates God's feme nee ; God him- 
lelf having ena&ed, Curfed be he that pervertethjudp 
ttunty and all the people fliall fuy 9 Amen, ffeut, 
xxvii. 19: nor need I tell Mr. Hill who has hint- 
ed, that God is fuch a partial Judge : — yea, that he 
c*rr its partiality to fuch a height, as to fay to a man 
who actually defiles a married woman, and trea- 
cheroufly plots the murder of her injured hufluncL 
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1 hou art all fair \ my love % my undented, there is no 
Jpot in tht :—Thou art a man afier my own Heart. If 
Air. Hill has forgotten this anecdote, I refer Him 
to the Five letters, the fale of which he does not 
fcruple to advertife again in his Three Letters, than 
4 - 1 now think it the way of duty to permit— the 
five letters to Mr. Fletcher, &c. to be again fold, 
in order that both friends and enemies may, if pof- 
fible, be convinced that— I never retracted my 
sentiments." — Strange confidence' of boaftmg ! 
\0 mores !\ What have Morality and Godlinefs 
done to Mr. Hill, that he will put them to a per- 
petual blufh ; led his Venus ( for (he no longer dc 
ferves the name of Diana'] (hou Id redden one mo- 
ment? 

The FiElitious CREED : 

ARTICLE VI. 

«< T BELIEVE that God fincerely wifhes for the 
falvation of many who never will be faved » 
con fequently that it is entirely owing to want of 
ability in God, that what he fo earnedly willeth is 
not accomplifhed." 



The genuine CREED: 

ARTICLE VI. 

WE believe that God's attributes perfeaiy 
harmonize* Accordingly his goodnefs and 

mercy 
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•tarry incline him to " wifh for the fabation *f" alt 
:imen, upon gracious terms laid down by his wifdtnt 
and veracity. As a proof, of the fincerity oF ibis 
wifb, he I wears by himfelf, that Wis antecedent will 
or decree, is not that fnners jkauld die 2 but that 
by the help of his free-grace ana (he fubmiflion of 
their free-will, they Jhould turn and live* He does 
more (till:— he grants to ail men a day of initial 
falvation, and all that day long he fir etches forth 
kit hands to them ; he reproves them for their 
fins; ^ he calls upon them various ways. to repent;, 
and gives them power to do it according to one or 
another difpenfation of his grace : requiring little 
of thofe to whom ho gives little : and much', of 
ckofe to whom much is given. But it is his y**- 
feqnent decree, di£Uted chiefly by his hnlinefs^ 
juJtUe y and fovereignty, that, if free- agents will none- 
of his reproofs, and finally difregard the offers of 
his grace, his fpirit frail not always Jlfive with 
them: a day of calamity (hall follow the day of 
their neglected falvation: and J a (I ice (hall bf 
glorified in their righteous defti u&ien. This is 
the. fad alternative, which God has fet before ihtm* 
if in op portion to his antecedent will, they f thro 9, 
their free-agency] fiually choofe death, in finally 
cbuung the way that leads to it. 

This "part of our doctrine may be fummed up in 
three oropofuioes. (1) God's merey abfoluttly wills 
the tMiTiAL lalvation of all men by Jefus Chrift*— • 
(a) God's goodnefs, holme fs and fcthfulneis abfo* 
taJttkf will the etbrmal falvation of allthpfe, who* 
by the concurrence of their afnfteJ, unnecefliiated 
§pee- will with his redeeming grace, are found penU 
tent, obedient believers at the end of their day of 
initiil falvation : — And (3 J God' sjujt ice, fovercignty,. » 
and »4*. wily, ahfoliddy will the de(tru& on of all that 
fcre found impenitent at the clo'e of theday of their 
gracious vifitation, or initial falvation. To fee the 
tjputh. of thele three p/opoftlions, we need only 
tjoiukft theov u*. the. light of thefe two gofpeU 
C 3 axioms* 
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axioms, and compare them with thefe declarations 
of Mofes and Jefus Chrift. / fit life and death 
before yoUy (free-agents, who enjoy a day of initial 
falvation : Ckufe life: I offer it you frfi—Ckufi 
" tife % I fay,) that you may live eternally. But if 
you chufi death in the error of your ways, your 
reje&ed Saviour will complain, How often would I 
have gathered you as a hen gathereth her brood under 
her wings but yi would not : And now the things that 
made for your peace are hid from your eyes That is, 
You are given up to judicial blindnefs, and to all 
its fearful confequences. 

Hence it is evident, that the damnation of thofc, 
who obftinately -live and die in their fins, and 
whom God was willing to fave as free-agents 
vjfon gospel-terms, argues no " want of ability in 
him" to fave them eternally , if he would give up 
the day of judgment, and exert lits omnipotence 
in oppofitxon to his wifdom, juftice, holinefs^ and 
veracity ; or if he would deftroy the mod wonder- 
ful of all his works, which is the free-will of 
moral agents. We never doubted his ability to 
unman man, and eternally to fave ail mankind, 
if he would abfolutely doit; it^being evident that 
the Almighty can overpower all his creatures if he 
is bent upon it, and drive them from fin to 
necefitated holinefs, and from hell to heavdn, 
far moTe eafily than a (hepherd can drive his 
frighted fheep from the market to the {laughter 
houfe. Therefore, the fuppofition that, upon our 
principles, " Cod wants ability to fave" whom he 
abfolutely will fave, is entirely groundlefs ; every 
man being actually faved fo far as God f ab/blutefy 

wills i 



•f The reader is defired to take particular note* of this ohfer- 
\atioa. Becaufe it cuts by the root Brad ward en ** famous argu- 
ment. *« If you allow [fays he} ft i That God is able to do a 
ifcing, and (%) That he is [affautcly] u witting to do a thing*. 
1fcc;i ($) 1 aifirsn, that thing will not, cannot go unaccQEK 
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Villa : For, firft, God abjolutdj wills that all men 
(bould be unconditionally faved with an initial 
falvation: and thus all men are unconditionally 
faved : and fecondly, he abfolutcly wills that ail 
men who are obedient, and faithful unro death 
fliould abfolutely be faved with an eternal fal- 
vation ; and thus all men who are obedient and 
faithful unto death are a&ually faved. They fh« l 
. never perifh neither (hall any pluck them out of 
Ch rift's ptotefting hand. But what has this 
fcripture-do&rine to do with calvinifm !— -with 
the necejfary, eternal, finijhed falvation of ail 
the diiobedient Jheep, who turn goats; foxes, lion r 9 
and ferpents ! who, far from remembering Lot's 
wife, (lily rob their neighbours of their ewe-lambs 
•—their heart's bloods— their reputation ! 

To conclude : The mod that Mr. Hill can juftry 
fay again It our principles, is: (i) That, according 
to the gofpel which we preach, Man is a free* 
agents and Goo is wife, holy, true, and juftj as well 

as good, loving, patient and merciful : And (2) 

That one half of thefe attributes do not permit 
him to necessitate free- Agents; that is, to make 
them abfolutcly oo, or forbear thofe a&ions, 
by which they are to ftand or fall in judgment. 
And let men of reafon and religion fay, if this 
do&rine is not more rational and fcriptural> than 
the Calvin ian do&rine of Jinijhed falvation, and of 
its inseparable counter-part, Jnifhed damnation. 



pfiraed : — Otherwife tJod muft cither lofe his power or change 

flit mind If the" \abfolute\ «« will of God could be fi u£> 

trated and vanquiflied, its defeat would arife from thecreaud 
-wills either of angels, or of men. But cou'd any created will 
whatever, Sec counter-aft and baffle the will of God, the will 
of the creature mull be superior cither in (trength or in 
wifdom to the will of the Creator : which can by no means be 
■Mowed." We fully grant to Mr. Toplady that the a gumrfnt 
it extremely conclyfive," provided the two words abfohttdy aiio} 
ttfoiuU be taken into it. And therefore we maintain, as well as 
hgf that maa is aftually faved, ib fax ai God abfolutely wills. 



The Fictitious CREED : " 

ARTICLE V. 

* T Believe that the Redeemer not only (bed hi* 
-*» precious blood, but prayed for the falvatioa 
e-f many fouls who are now in hell ; confequenlfy 
that his blood was fhed in vain, and his prayer 
reje&ed of his Father, and that therefore he toU 
a great untruth when- he faid, I know thai thai 
beared me always/* 



The Genuine CREED: 

ARTICLE V, 

WE believe that the Redeemer did not fted 
his precious blood, or pray abfolutely it* 
vain for any man: feeing he obtained for all men f 
in their feafon, a day of grace and in ttial Jah 
vatiorty with a thousand fpiritual and temporal blef- 
fings. Nor were his prayers for the eternal fafc* 
vat-ton of thofe who die impenitent rejefted by his 
Father; for Chritt never prayed that thev fhould 
be eternally faved in impenitency. Before Mr. Bill 
can reafonably charge us with holding doftrinej, 
which imply that Cbrift toU a gross un-T k vth 
when he faid 9 " / know that thou hew eft me always," 
he muft prove, that Chi id ever afked the eternal 
falvation of fome men whether thev repented or 
not; or that he ever defned his Father to forte 
to the last repentance, faith and- obedience 
upon any man. Ir Mr. Hill cannot prove this* 
how caa he make appear that, according to our 
do&rincs of grace, one of our Lard's pesters wa* 

eve* 
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ever reje&ed ? We grant that Chrift afked the 
forgiveoefs of his murderers, and of thofe who 
made fport with his fufTc rings; but he afked it 
upon gofpel-terms, that is, conditionally. Nor was 
his prayer ineffe&ual ; for it obtained for them 
time to repent, and uncommon helps fo to do, 
with a peculiar readineis in God to pardon them 
upon their application for pardon: and if after all, 
through the power of their free-agency, they . 
defpifed the pardon offered them in the gofpel, 
ana repented not, they fhall defervedly perilh 
according to Chrift's own declaration. lie has 
a&ed towards them the part of a gracious Savioar : 
he never engaged himfelf to aft that of a tyrant.— 
I mean, he never fent either his good fpirit, or the 
evil fpirit of Satan, to blind the wills of men with 
adamantine chains of neceffitated righteoufnefs, or 
of neceffitated iniquity, that he might cad fomc into 
Abraham's hofom and others into hell : as Nebu* 
chadnezzar fent the Jlrongejl men in his army to bind 
Daniel's companions, and to cad them into the 
burning fiery furnace* 

Once more : We believe that, with refpe& to 
the reward of the inheritance, and the do&rine of 
eternal falvafion, Ch rift's atonement and inter- 
ceffion are like his- gofpel* Now his gofpel it 
guarded by what one of Mr, Hill's feconds queerly 
calls " the valiant fergeant if" that is, the con- 
ditionally of the proafiifes and threatnings which 
relate to eternal falvation and eternal damnation ; 
and this condition ality is the rampart of the old 
gofpel and the demolition of the new ; ftrongly 
guarding the antient doftrines of free-grace, free* 
will, and juft wrath, again ft the novel do&rines of - 
overbearing grace, bound will, and Jree wrath* 

I fiiould not do juftice to our caufe, if IdifmiCTed 
this Article without retorting Mr. Hill's objection. 
I have (hewn how unreafonably we are accufed of 
Molding do&rincs, which by " unavoidable" confe- 
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que nee, reprefents Cbrift as "telling a gr of suntrittk:* 
and now wc defire Mr. Hill, or hi* feconds, lo 
fbow how the Son of God could, confidently with 
truth, profefs himfelf to be the Saviour of men, the 
Saviour and Light of the norld and the Drawer of all 
men unto himfeif ; if raoft / men have been from all 
eternity under the fearful curfe of Calvinian 
reprobation.— -We afk if the Redeemer would 
have " told a gro/s untruth" upon the fuppofuioft 
that Calvinifm is true, had he called him fell 1 The 
Refrobator of men—The non-Redeemer, the 
Damner of the world, and the Rejecter of alt 
wen from himfeif; leeing that, according to the 
doctrines of grace (fo called) the bulk of men wai 

never reprobated*— never redeemed never 

initially faved and never drawn to Chri/t. . ■■ 

We rjefeech candid Proteftanrs to fay, if the Bible 
'does not clear up all the difficulties with which 
prejudiced divines have clogged the genuine 
doctrines of grace, when it teftifies, that our 
Redeemer and Saviour has procured a general 
temporary redemption together with »n initial 
falvation for all men universally ; and a par- 
ticular eternal redemption, together with a fnt/hed 
falvation for them that obey him and endure to the end* 
And we intreat the lovers of the whole truth as it 
is in Jcfus, to help us to bring about this fcrip- 
tural plan, a reconciliation between thofe who 
contend for the doctrines of particular redemption 
and f nijked falvation ; and thofe who maintain the 
doclrines of general redemption, and of a day of 
falvation for all mankind. 



The 



\ 
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The fictitious C RE EDi 
ARTICLE VII. 

.« T Believe that God forefeeing fome men's natur« 
will improve the grace which is given them, 
and that they will repent, believe and be very good» 
cle&s them unto falvation." 



The genuine CREED: 
ARTICLE Vlt. 

WE believe that out of mere mercy, and rick 
free-grace in Jefus Chrift, without any re- 
fpe& to forefeen repentance, faith orgoodnefs, God 
places all men in a ftate of initial faJvation ; electing 
them to that (late according to the myfterious couo- 
fel of his dijlinguijking loVe, which places fome under 
the bright and direct beams of gofpel truih'; whilft 
he fuffers others to receive the external light of it, 
only thro' that variety of clouds which we call Cal- 
vinifoi, Popery, Judaifm, and Mahometanifm ;* 

leaving 



* Calvinism is chriftianity obfcured by mifts of phari&ic 
elitt on and reprobation, and by a cloud of ftokal fataliim.— Fi>- 
pii y is chriftianity under a cl ad of pharifaic big«try,an4 under 
thick fogs of heathenifti fuperitition — Juoaiw* is chriftianity 
ir»der the vail of Mofea — Mab metanism it a ju ml le of Chris- 
tianity, Judaifm, Gentilifm, and impofture. — And Gini hum 
ii the religion of Cain and Abel; or, if you pleafe o{ Shem, 
Him, and J^pheth, under a cloud of falte or dark tradition, 
•Some call it the rt/igtn of futures I h»rt no obji&ioii to the name, 
if they undeiftand by it the religion of our nature in its prefect 
itate of iWw/ recovery thro 1 Cbrift, from its Mil W ibv 
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leaving mod in Ger.tilifm* that is, in the difpenfa-' 
tion under which Cain, Abel, Abimelech king of 
Gerrar, and Melchifedec king of Salem, formerly 
were* 

(ft) We believe that God, for Chrift's fake pe- 
culiarly [altho' with different degrees of favour] 
accepts all thofe who, in all the above mentioned re- 
ligions, i. e. in every nation /car him and work rjgk* 
teoufnefs. Thefe, when confidered as enduring to 
the end, are his cleft according to the election of 
remunerative juftice* For thefe he is gone to prepare 
the many manfions in his Father's houfe : for thefe, 
he defigns the reward of the inheritance that fadetk 
not away in heaven. And when he fpeaks or fomc 
men as belonging to this number, it is always with . 
refpe& to his jore-knowltdgc that they will freely per* 
fevere in the obedience of faith ; it being the 
higheft pitch of antinomian dotage to fuppofe that 
God, the true, the wife, the holy, and righteous 
God, elects men to the reward oj 'pet 'fevering obt 
-dienct, without taking any notice ot perfevering ok* 

dUnCC IH HIS ELECTION. 

To fum up all in few lines: The do&rine of 
cle6fcion has two branches : according to the 
frft branch we are chofen that we Jhould be holy and 
obedient, in proportion to the ordinary or extraor- 
dinary helps, which divine grace affords us under 
one or another of its difpenfalions. This elc&ion to 
holinefs has nothing to do with prefcience ; it de- 
pends entirely on free-grace, and dijlin guifhing fa- 
vour.— lAccording to the second branch of the doc- 
trine or election, we are chofen to receive the re- 
wards of perfected holinefs and of perfevering obe- 
dience, in proportion both to the talents which 
free, diftinguifhing grace has afforded us ; and to' 
the manner in which our a (lifted free-will has im- 
proved thofe talents. This remunerative eleciioo 
jdepends on four things Mi) On Free-g race, pro- 
suTing for Chrift's fake the reward of the inheri- 
tance 
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tance to the perfevering obedience of faith: fa)* 
On faithful Free-will, fecuring that reward 
by the alii ft a nee of tree-grace, and by the free 
obedience of faith: ;3') On divine faithful- 
ness, keeping its gofpel-promife for ever : — And 
(4) On distributive justice, difpenfing the 
reward according to the law of Chrift, and accord* 
iog to every man's work, — This election therefore 
has much to do with divine prefcience t as depending 
in part upon God's knowledge thrft "fome men have 
improved, or will improve the grace which is given 
them, repent, believe, and be good [if not very good"] 
and faithful feroants to the end. / 

Unprejudiced readers will eafily fee how much 
our do&rine of Election is preferable to 'that of our 
opponents. Ours diaws alter it only an harmless 
reprobation from fome peculiar favours, and a righ- 
teous reprobation from rewards of grace and glory 
*ob(linately defpifed, or wantonly forfeited ; but 
the election of the Calvinifls is clogged with the 
dreadful dogma of an unfcrip'.ural and terrible 
Reprobation, which might be compared to a well 
known monfler, 

Prima Leo, poflrcma Draco, media ipfa Chimarra. 

Its head is Free wrath ; its body, Unavoidable Sin • 
and its tail, Finijhed Damnation, In a word: our 
Election recommends God's free, diftinguiming 
grace, without pouring any contempt on the holi- 
.nefe of Chttft's precepts,, the fan6tion of his law, 
the veracity of his threatnings, and the con- 
ditionality of his ptomife. And our Repkohation 
difplays God's abfoLute Sovereignty, wi<hout ful- 
lying his mercy, impeaching his veraciiy, or dif- 
. gracing his juftice. In a word our eUXion doc- 
trinally guards the throne of fovereign grace, and 
our reprobation, that of fovereign juftice: but 
Calvinian elc&ion and reprobation dottrinJiy 
ovei throw both thole thi ones ; or if they are ye 
D left 
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Jeft (landing it it to tllow Frecntrathrta fill the 
throne of jttftice 9 and Unchgfte, bloody Diana to 
flcp into the throne of grace, whence (he hints to 
Laodicean believers, that they may with advantage 
commit adultery, murder, and inceft; calling as 
many as take her horrid innuendo*, My love, mm 
undejikdi &c. and alluring them that they (hall 
never perifh, and that all things [the moil grievous 
fins not excepted] (hall work for their good. 

The Fictitious CREED: 
article viir. 

" T Believe that the love and favour of him, 
^ with whom is no variablenefs and fliadow 
of turning, and whofe gifts and callings are with- 
out repentance, may vary, change, and turn every 
hour, and every moment, according to the be- 
haviour of the creature." 



The Genuine CREED: 

ARTICLE VUL. 

WE believe that God's works were all origi- 
nally very good ; and that God did love, or 
approve of them all, as very good in their places. 
\Vc maintain, that fome of God's woiks, iuch as 

fome 
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(brae angels, and our firfl parents, by free, avoidable 
difobedience forfeited God's love or approbation. 
He approved or iotfed them while they continued 
righteous; and difapproved or hated them, when 
the bad ufe which they made of their free-will de- 
ferred his difapprobation or hatred. — Again : wc 
believe that God's absolute gifts and callings are 
without repentance, God never repented that he 
ffave all mankind his paradifaical favour in Adam, 
and yet all mankind forfeited it by the Fall. — God 
never repented that he called ill his fervants, 
and gave to *very one of them his talents, as he 
thought fit : and yet, when the wicked and floihful 
Jervant had buried and forfeited his talent, God 
faid, Take the talent from him* 

Once more: We believe, that fo certain as God 
. is the gracious creator and the righteous judge of 
angels and men, the do&rines of divine grace and 
divine juftice [or the two gofpel-axioms] are 

Etffe&ly recohcileable ; and that, of confequence, 
od can juftly curfe mankind with temporal death, 
. after having oleffcd them with paradifaical life; 
and puhith them in hell, after having blefled them 
a fecond time with initial falvation during their 
day of perfonal probation on earth. To deny this 
is to deny, that there are graves on earth, or tor- 
ments in hell for any of the children of men. 

Neverthelefs we believe that there is no p oft live 
change in God. From eternity to eternity he is 
the fame holy and faithful God : therefore he un- 
changeably loves righlcoufnefs) and hates iniquity 
Apoftacy in men or in angels does not imply any 
change in him ; the change being only in the 
receptive difpofition of his free willing creatures. 
If I make my eyes fo fore that I cannot look with 
pleafure at the furt, or that it's beams, which 
cheered me yefterday, give me pain to-day ; this 
is no proof that the fun has changed it's nature.— 
The Law thai condemns a murderer abfolves me 
IX a nouir 



( 40 ) 

now: but, if I ftab my neighbour in ten minutes, 
the fame Uw that now absqlves me, will in ten 

minutes condemn me. " Jjnpoflible I" fays Mr. 

Hill's fcheme : " The Law changes not." 1 grant 
it : hut a f tec-agent may change: and .the law of 
liberty, which is but the tranfcript of God's eter- 
nal nature, is fo ordered, that, without changing j 
at al), it nevcrthelcfs treats all free agents according 
to their changes. The changes that God makes in- ( 
the woild do not change him: much lels is he , 
changed bv the vitiations of free-agents: fuch J 
vacations indeed lay rebels and penitents open to t j 
new alpedt fiom the Deity ; but, that afped was in 
the Deity iu fore they laid thcmfelves open to it, J 
Fiie, wi'hout changing it's nature, melts wax and f 
hatdens clay: now if a rebel's heait abfolutely () 
iiiffens iifclf, fo that it becomes like unyielding , 
clay; or if a penitent's heart humble itfelf, fo that ( 
it becomes like yielding wax, God changes not, 
any more than the fire, when he hardens the ftiff 
rebel by refilling him, and melts the yielding 
penitent by giving him more grace* 

To undeiftand this better, we mud remember 
that God's eiemal nature is to rejift the proud, and 
give grace to the humble ; and that when free-grace, 
(which has appeared to all men) aflills us, we are 
as free to chuff humility and life, as we are to chufe j 
pride and death when we dally with temptation, I 
* or indulge the natural depravity of our own hearts. J 
Hence it follows, that the judicial difference 'which 
God makes when he alternately fmilesand frowns, 
difpenfes rewards and puni/Jimeris fprings not from 
any alteration in his unchangeable nature ; but 
from a change in the mutable will and behaviour of ; 

free-agents: a change this, which arifes from | 

their will freely resisting divine grate, ifthe 
alteration is for the woife; and from their will 
yielding without necessity to that grace, if the 
change is for the. better. Nor are any more 
a/hamed to own man's free agency before a world o 1 
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firralito, than we are afhamed to fay : Verify there is A 
be ward for the righteous : tho* hand join in hand the 
wicked Jkallnot be unpunished : doubtUfs there is a God 
that judgeth the earth, and mllrender to every man 
according to his works, that is, according to his free* 
will j works being oIjr own works, only fo far as 
they Tpjring from our own free will. And we think 
that the oppoiite doctrine is one of the mod abfurd 
errors that ever difg raced Chriflianity ; and One of 
the mod dangerous engines, which were ever inven- 
ted in Babel ioS^p the walls of Jkrufalem /—^dread- 
ful engine this, which if it relied upoo truth, would 
pour floods of difgraee on all the divine perfections t 
would overfet the tribunal of the Judge of all the 
eartlli and would raife upon the tremendous ruin*, 
(he throne of the doctrinal idol of the day : I mean 
the fpurious doctrine of grace, which 1 have fame- 
times caHed The great Diana of the Calvinifts, be- 
eaufe, like the great Diana of the Epheftans, it may 
£afs at once for Luna or Jinifhed fatvaiion in heavea 
and for Hecate or Finijhtd Damnation in hell* 

The Fictitious CREED* 

ARTICLE IX. 

•* T BELIEVE that the feed of the word by which 
God's children are born again, is a cor ru*-* 
tiBUt feed; and that fo far from enduring rot,* 
*vbr (as that miftaken apoftle Peter ralhly affirms,) 
that it is frequently rooted out of the hearts of thofo 
in whom U is fown.V ; 

d a 
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The Genuine CREED: 

ARTICLE IX. 

WE believe that the word or the truth of God 
is the" divine feed, by which Turners are born 
again when they receive it, that is, when they be- 
lieve : and this fpi ritual feed (as that enlightened* 
apoftle Peter, juluy affirms) endures for ever:— 
but not for antinomian purpofes— not to fay to fal- 
len believers in the very act of adultery or inceft 
My love ! my undefiled /—No , it endures for ever, 
as a feed of reviving or terrifying truth : it endures 
for ever as a two edged fword to defend the juft 
or to wound the wicked'; to proteft obedient believ- 
ers, or to pierce difobedient believers, andobflinate 
unbelievers: it endures for ever as a fweet favour 
cf life to them that receive and keep it j and as a bit- 
ter favour of death to them that never receive it, 
and to thern that finally caft it away, and never 
bring forth fruit to perfection* 

But ahho' the feed of the word can never be 
loft with refpeQ: to koth its effects, yet (as we have 
already obferved) it is too frequently loft with re- 
gard to its more defirable effeft : if Mr. Hill doubts 
of it, we refer him to the parable of the fower, 
where our Lord obferves that the good feed was 
thus loft in three forts of people out of four, merely 
thro' the want of co-operation or concurrence on the 
part of free-will, which he calls goad or bad ground , 
loft or flony ground, &c, according to the good or 
bad choice it makes, and according to the ffeadineft 
or fecklenefs of that choice. And if Mr. Hill ex- 
claims againft the obvious meaning of fo well known 
a portion of the gofpel, the world will eafily fee that 
fupponng his doctrine of grace defeives to be called 

chajle 9 
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chafte, when it prompts htm to vindicate as open* 
ly as he dares, the profitablenefs of adultery and 
i nee ft to fallen believers ; it by no means merits to 
be called devout, when it exites him to infinuate, 
that our Lord preached a "jhocking % not to Jay blaf* 
phemous dottrine." 




The pictitio'us CREED: 
ARTICLE X. 

«« T BELIEVE that Chrift does not always give 
-** unto his flieep eternal life ; but that they often 
pcrifh, and are by the power of Satan frequently 
plucked out of his hand." 



The genuine, CREED: 
ARTICLE X. 

WE believe that CbriftVs (beep mentioned in 
John x. are obedient perfevering believers 
that is, as our Lord himfelf defcribes them, 
John x. 4, 51 27. perfons that hear [i. e. obey] 
his voice, and whom he k$ows [i. e. approves:} 
perfons that know [i. e. approve] his voice; — that 
know not [i. e. do not approve] the voice of gran- 
gers ; — and jlce from a firanger in (lead of following 
him: — In a word, pet fons that actually follow the 
good Jhepherd in fome of his folds or paftures; in 
this delcription of a Jheep every verb is put in the 
frcfent tenfc, to (how us that the word Jheep denotes* 

achara&c, 
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i character, or perfons •ttually poffeffed of fuck * 
character: fo that the moment the character 
changes; the moment a man who once left all to 
follow Chrift, leaves Chrifl to follow a ftranger, h6 
has no more to do with the name and privileges 
of a Jheep, than a deferter or a rebel hat to do with 
the name and privileges of his maje fly's foldiers or 
fubjc&s. 

According then to our doctrine, no Jktep of Chrift 
that is, no a&ual follower of the Redeemer perifhes. 
We think it is ihocking to fay, that arty of them 
are plucked out of his hand. On the contrary we 
frequently fay with St, Peter, Who will harm you 
[much more, who will feparate you from the love 
of Chrift] if you be followers of that which is good 
[u e. if you be (heep ;] and we infifl upon the 
veracity of our Lard's promife, He that endureth 
*nto the end in the character of a (beep, i. e. in the 
way of faith and obedience, the fame Jkall be | eter- 
nally] favtd. And we maintain, that fo 4ong as 
a believer does not make (hipwreckof the faith and ' 
of a good confeience — fo long as he continues a 
jhecp, an harmlefs follower of the Lamb of God, he 
can no more perifti, than God's everlafling throne 
can be overturned. But what has this doftrine of 
our Lord to do with Calvinifm ? 

With regard to the (heep mentioned in Matt, 
33» 34* whom our Lord calls blessed of his 
Father^ we believe that they reprefent the multitude 
of obedient perfevering believers, whom two apof- 
tles defcribe thus: blessed are they that do his 
f God's] commandments that they may have right [or if 
Mr, Hill pleafes, privilege] to the tree of life y and 
enter &c. into the city. Rev. xxii. 14,— Blessed* 
if the man that endureth temptation ; for when he 
is tried) he fhall receive the crown of life, which the 
2*ord hath prowiffd to them that love him.— And 
this is the love of God that we keep his commandments* 
James i. »2, — 1 John v. 3, — for fuch enDu* 
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Htng. obedient believers a kingdom of glory is pre- 
pared from the foundation of the world j and to it they 
are and (hill be judicially eletted ; while the goats, 
i. e. unbelievers, or dilobcdient fallen believers, 
arc and (h ill be judicially reprobated from it. Hence 
it is, that when our Lord accounts for his judicial 
election of the obedient [whom he parabolically 
calls fhtep] he does not fay, Inherit the kingdom, &c. 
for I absolutely fnifhed your falvation : but he (ays, 
Inherit the kingdom, for ye gave me meat, &c. ye fed 
the hungry from a right motive, and what you did 
ia that manner, I reward it as if you had done it to 
toyfelf. In other terms, Yc heard my voice, and 
followed me, in bearing the whifpers of my grace 
and following the light of your difpenfation : and 
now 1 own you as my eternally-rewardable elc&, 
myjheepi which have followed me without finally 
drawing back. ~ 

Again, when our Lord gives an account of the 
judicial reprobation of the finally-difobedient, whom 
he parabolically calls goats, he doe& not fay, Depart 
ye eurfed into everlafting fire prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world, for then I absolutely nnifhed 
your eternal reprobation.- No : this is the counter- 
part of the gofpel of the day. But he. fays, Depart, 
«&c. for ye gave me no meat by feeding the hungry 
in your generation, &c. That is, ye did not belie- 
vingly follow me in following your light and my 
precepts. Either you never began your courfe, or 
you drew back before you had finifhed it. Either 
you never voluntarily lifted under my banner, or 
youdeferted before you had fought the good fight out : 
either you never believed in me the light of the 
world, and your light ; or, inftead of keeping the 
faith you voluntarily, avoidably, unneceffarily, and 
refolutely make fhip wreck of it, and of a good con- 
fcience. And therefore your damnation is of your- 
felves. You have perfonally forfeited your con- 
ditional election to the rewards of perfevering 
obedience, and perfonally made your conditional 

reprobation 
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reprobation from thofe rewards fuce by you^Asllpi 
difobedience. Lp 

From thefe evangelical defcriptions of the Jhetf 
and the goats, mentioned in John x. and Matt, ^ 
xxv. it appears to us indubitable : (1) That thefe K1 
Jheep [i. e. obedient, perfevering believcrsJjW/ tfr ^ 
ver perijh, ahho' they might perifh, if they brought 
sj^em themfdves fioift dejlruclion by denying the Lori % 
that bought them : (2) They that (ball be all eternal- K 
ly faved, altho' they might have mined eternal fal- b 
vation, if they had finally difrcgarded our Lord's ^ 
declaration, He that endureth unto the end, the /ami * 
/hall be [finallyl faved.— (§) That the Good Shep. » 
herd peculiarly laid down his life for the eternal re- * 
demption of obedient, perfevering believers; and 
that thefe believers are fome times eminently called 
Cod's eUcl t becaufe they make their conditional cal- 
ling to the rewards of perfeverance fure, by a&ually 
perfevering in the obedience of faith.-— (4) That 
Xht peculiarity of the eternal redemption of Ch rift's 
perfevering followers, far from being connected 
with the abfolute reprobation of the reft of mankind, 
(lands in perfeft agreement with the do&rines of a y 
general temporary redemption j and a general, initial 
fa Iv at ion ; and with the doctrines of a gratuitous ek> 
tion to the bieflings of one or another di (pen fat ion of 
God's faving grace—and of a conditional tktHon to 
the rewards of voluntary, unneceftitated obedience. 1 
—(5) That our opponents give the truth as it is in 
Jcfus twodefperate ftabs, when they fecure the^ca- 
liar eternal redemption of finally-obedient believers, 
and comfort mourning backfltders in fo unhappy a 
manner, as to overthrow the general, temporary re- 
demption of all mankind ; and to encourage or coun- 
tenance the prefent difobedience of Loadicean be- 
lievers.— (6) That the calvinian. do&rines of grace, 
which do this double mifchief under fuch fair pre- 
tences, are of all the tares which the enemy fows, 
thofe which comes nearefl to the wheat, and of confe- 
rence thofe by which he can bed feed his immoral 

goats 
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:>ats, deceive fimplc fouls, fet Chrifl's moral flieep 
: perpetual variance, turn the fruitful field of the 
iiurch tnto a barren field of controverfy, and 
lake a deidical world think that faith it en- 
lufiadical fancy; that orthodoxy is immoral 
onfenfc ; and that revelation it nothing but an 

Fie 6f difcord. — (j) And laftly that the doctrines 
grace which we maintain, do equal judice 
O the divine attributes j— -defend faith, without 
irounding obedience: — oppofe pharifaifm, with- 
ut recommending antinomianifm -affcrt the 
ruth of God's promifes without reprefenting 
|i$ mod awful threatnings as words without 
ncaning reconcile the Scriptures, without 
wounding confeience and reafon ; exalt the 
gracious wonders of the day of atonement, with- 
out fetting afide the righteous terrors of the 
great day of retribution; extol our heavenly Prie ft, 
without pouring contempt upon our divine. 
Prophet and celebrate the honours of his crefs, 
without turning his fceptre of righteoufnefs into 
a) folifidian reed, his royal crown into a crown of 
thorns, and his law of liberty into a rule of life, 
my which his fubje&s can no more iland or fall 
in judgment, than an Englifhraan can ftand or 
fall by the rules of civility followed at the French 
court. 

To the bed of my knowledge, Reader, thou had 
been led into the depth of our do&rines of grace. I 
have opened to thee the myderies of the evan- 
gelical fydem, which Mr. Hill attacks as trje 
herefy of the Arminians. And now, let Impartiality 
hand thee up to the judgment-feat. Let Reafon 
and Revelation hold out to thee their confentaneous 
light. Pray that the Spirit of Truth may help thine 
infirmities: Turn Prejudice out of the court; and 
let Candour pronounce the fentence and fay, if it is 
our principles or thofe of Mr. Hill, which 
«* inevitably" draw after them Jkocking f not to fay 
blafphemous" confequences. 

I (hall 



( 4« ) 

I fhall clofe this anfwer to the Creed which that 
Gentleman has compofed for Arminians, by an 
obfervation which is not entirely foreign to our 
controversy. In one of the three letters which 
introduce the n&itious Creed, Mr. Hill fays, 
" Controvcrfy I am totrfuaded has not done me ay 
good:* 9 and he exhorts me to examine clofely 
whether 1 cannot make the lame confeilion. J 
own that it would have done me harm, if I had 
blindly contended for my opinions. Nay, if I 
had (hut my eyes again ft the light of truth -. 
if I had fet the plained fcriptures a fide, as if they 
were not worth my notice if 1 had overlooked 
the ftrongeft arguments of my opponents ; x 
if I had advanced groundlefs charges againfl them ; 
if I had refufed tor do juflice to their good meaning 
or piety ; — and, above all, if I had taken my leave 
of them by injuring their moral character, by pub- 
lifhing over and over again arguments, which they 
have properly anfwered, without taking the leaft 
notice of their anfwers; — if I had made a folemn 
promife not to read one oF their books, tho' they 
{hould publifh a thoufand volumes; if continuing 
to write againft them, I had fixed upon them (as 
cC unavoidable* 1 con(rquences) abfuid tenets, which 
has no more neceffaiy connexion with their prin- 
ciples, than the doftrine of general redemption 
has with calvinian reprobation : if I had done 
this, 1 fay, controverly would have wounded my 
confeience or my rcajbn ; and without adding any 
thing to my light it would have immoveably fixed 
me in my prejudices, and perhaps branded me 
before the world for an Atminian bigot. But, as 
matters are, I hope I may make the following 
acknowledgment without betraying the imper- 
tinence of proud boafting. 

Although I have often been forry that contro- 
verfy (hould take up fo much of the time, which I 
might with much more fatisfiction to myfelf have 
employed in devotional exercifes : — and although 
1 have lamented, and do Rill lament my low at-' 

tainmcnts 
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aihments in the meeknefs of zoifdom, which fliould 
conftantly guide the pen of every controverfial 
writer ; yet I rejoice that I have been enabled to 
perfift in my refolution either to wipe off t or to 
fhare the reproach of thofe, who have hazarded 
their reputation in defence of pure, and undefiledv 
religion. And, if I am not miflaken, my repeated 
attempts have been attended with thefe happy ef- 
fects : in vindicating the moral doctrines of grace, 
1 hope, that, as a man, I have learned to think, 
more clofely, and to inveftigate truth more ar- 
dently, than I did before. There are rational' 
powers in the dulleft fouls, which lie hid as fparkg. 
in a flint. Controverfial opposition and exertion,, 
like the ftroke of the fteel, have made me acci- 
dentally find out fome of thefe latent fparks of 
reafon, for which I (hould never have thanked my 
Maker, if I had never difcovered them. I have- 
frequently been thankful to find that my horfe 
could travel in bad roads better than I expected;, 
nor do I think that it is a peace of pharifaifm to< 
fay, I am thankful to find that my mind can travel 
with more eafe than I thought ihe could, through 
theological rdads rendered almoft impaffable by 
heaps of doctrinal rubbifh, brought from aU parts- 
of Chriftendom, and by briars of contention which 
have kept growing for above a thoufand years.— 
To return : As a divine, I fee more clearly the gaps 
and ftiles, at which miftaken good men have turned 
out of the narrow way of truth, to the right hand 
and to the left, — As a protcjtant, I hope I have 
much more efteem for the fcriptures in general, and 
in particular for thofe practical parts of it which 
the Calvinifts had infenfibly taught me to overlook 
©r. defpife. And this increafing efteem is, I truft^ 
accompanied with a deeper conviction of the truth 
©f chriftianity, and with a greater readinefs to de- 
fend the gofpcl againft infidels, pharifees, and anti- 
nomians.-— As a preacher, I hope I can now do more 
juflice to a text, by reconciling it with feemingly 

contrary fcriptures. As an anti- calvinifl, I have 
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learned to do the Calvinifls juftice in granting that 
there is an ehclion of dijlinguifhing grace for God's 
pecul.ar people, and a particular redemption For all 
Delievcrs who are faithful unto death ; — And by 
that means, as a controvcrtift, I can more eafily ex- 
cufc pious Calvinilts, who through prejudice, mis- 
take that fcriptural election for their antinomian 
ele&ion ; and who conflder , particular redemp- 
tion as the only redemption mentioned in thefcrip* 
tures. Nay, I can, without fcruple allow Mr. 
Hill, that his do&rine* of Jinijkcd Salvation and trre- 
jiftible grace, are true with refpect to allthofe who 
die in their infancy. — As one who is called an At* 
mini an, I have found out fome flaws in Arminianifm, 
and evidenced my impartiality in pointing them 
out, as well as the flaws of Calvinifm. [See the 
Preface,'] — As a witne/s for the truth of the gofpel, 
I hope 1 have learned to bear reproach from all 
forts of people with more undaunted courage. And 
I humbly truft, that were 1 called to feal with my 
blood the truth of the doctrines of grace and of juf 
tice again fl the pharifees and the antinomians, I could 
(divine grace lupporiing me to the laft) do it more 
rationally and of confequence with greater fteadU 
neG — Again, as a follower of Cart ft, i hope I have 
learned to difregaid my deareft. friends for my hear 
vealy P. ophet : or to fpeak the language of our 
Lord, 1 hope, I have learned to forfake father, mo- 

thcr, and brothers for Chrifl'sfake and the go/pel's. - 

As a difputant, I have learned that folid arguments, 
and pi, in fcriptures, make no more impieffion upon, 
bigotrv, than the charmer's, voice does upon the 
deaf add. r ; and by that means, I hope, 1 depend, 
lefs upon the powers of reafon, the letter of the- 
fciipture, and the candour of profefTors, than 1 for-, 
meily did.-«-As a believer, I have been brought to- 
fee and feel, that the power of the fpirit of truth, 
•which teaches men to be of one heart, and. of one 
wild, and makes them think and /peak the fame, is* 
at a very low ebb in the religious world ; and that 
tile prayer which 1 ought continually to offer is. O 
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Lord, baptize chriftians with the fpirit of truth and' 
the fire of love. Thy kingdom come! Bring thy 
church out of the wildernefs of error and fin, into 
the kingdom of righteoufnefs, peace and jpy in the 
Holy Ghoft. — As a member of the church of Engtund, 
I. have learned not to be pie a fed with our holy 
Mother for giving us floods of pjire morality to 
waih away the few remaining Calvinian freckles 
ftill perceptible upon her face.-T^-As a chriftiatt, I 
hope I have learned, in fome degree to exercife that 
charity, which teaches us boldly to oppofe a dan- 
gerous error without ceafing to honour and love its 
abettors, fo far as they refemble our Lord ; and en- 
ables us to ufe an. irony with St. Paul and Jefu»- 
Chrift, not as an enemy ufes a dagger, but as. a 
furgeon ufes a lancet or a cauftic : and laftly, as a 
Writer I have learned to feel the truth of Solomon's^ 
ubfervation, Of making many books there is no end,, 
and much jludy is a wearinefs of the flefh : let us hear 
the conclufion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep 
his commandments : for this is the whole duty of man, 
and the fum of the antlfolifidian truth, which L 
sndeavour to vindicate. 



I do not fay lhat I have learned any of thefe- 
leflbns as I (hould have done ; but I hope I have- 
learned fo much of them as to fay, that in thefe- 
refpe&s my controverfial toil has not been altogether 
in vain in the Lord. And now, Reader, let me in- 
treat ihee to pray, that if I am fpared to vindicate 
more fully what appearsao us the fcriptural docltine- 
af grace, I may be fo helped by the Father of lights 
and the God of love, as to fpeak the pure truth in 
perfect love, and never more drop a needlefsly-fevere 
exprcflion. Some fuch haveWcaped me before I 
was aware. In endeavourin Ao render my ftyle 
nervous, I have fometimcs' inadvertently rendered: 
it provoking. Inftead of faying that the doctrines 
of grace, (ib called} reprefent God as «« abfolutely. 
fraedtfs" towards myriads of " reprobated culprit*. 
L would now lay, that, upon the principles of my. 
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opponents! God appears "devoid of grace* 9 toward*! 
thofc whom he has abfo lute ly " reprobated" from 1 
■11 eternity. The thought is the fame* I grant ; 
but the expreflions are lefs grating and more de- 
cent. This propriety of language I labour after, 
as well as after more meeknefs of wifdom. The 
Lord help me and my antagonifts to keep our gar- 
ments clean! Contiovertifts ought to be cloathed 
with an ardent flaming love for truth, and a can-, 
did humble regard for their neighbour. May no 
root or prejudice (lain that flaming love ! no ma- 
lice rend our feamlels garments ! And, if they are 
ever roWd in blood, may it be only in the blood of 
our common enemies, deflru&ive Error, and the 
man of fin I 
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